
 
If I will, and you will, and he will, and she will say “Count me in!”,  the hands illustrating this 

concept will not have to be flashy and bold colors to catch our attention.  They will be REAL 

hands, OUR hands, hands ready to clasp HIS hands AND the hands of others;  and together we 

will make our world a better place, a healed place. 

  Joan Munter 

  

Joan Munter 

Brush Creek  

Mission Center 

President 

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

618-548-4815   
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We proclaim  

Jesus Christ  

and promote  

communities of  

joy, hope, love  

and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

As we become aware of that love growing in us, we need to be shown who needs our love and 

how it can best be demonstrated.  Thus, the second part of our theme – PRAY.  ‘If my people 

who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray. . . I will heal their land’.  This is 

an abbreviated form of the scripture from 2nd Chronicles chapter 7, but it is clearly a statement 

of the importance of prayer in our lives, and the effect our prayers have on others.  Then the 

word, “PARTICIPATE”.   This has nothing to do with how busy we are or how many responsi-

bilities we shoulder.  In this context, participate refers to our getting involved in the lives of 

others in a way that demonstrates the pure, unselfish and unconditional love of our Savior, Je-

sus Christ. How many of us will respond with, “COUNT ME IN”? 

Our 2018 theme has been “Choose to Shine!”  There has been much shining going on 

in the Mission Center, and it is time now for us to broaden that shining.  It is time to 

consciously, intentionally  LOVE those with whom we come in contact—the kind of 

unconditional love God offers us.     

Love, Pray, Participate Count Me In! 

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges
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Brush Creek Mission Center met at the Salem Community of Christ on November 3, 2018, for 

its annual Conference and Election of Officers for the coming year.  Following a time of fel-

lowship and a delicious breakfast provided by Joyce Caudle, those present moved to the sanc-

tuary for a time of preparation and worship.  During our worship the Mission Center theme for 

2019 was introduced – see cover article.  A peaceful spirit was present as we worshipped to-

gether in loving fellowship, prayer and song. 

 

 

Following the worship, a pre-legislative session was held during which items of business are 

presented and discussed without the necessity of motions, substitute motions, amendments, etc.  

Following this session and a brief break, the regular business meeting was called to order. Min-

utes from the previous meeting were read and approved.  

 

Thirty-one delegates and four alternates were elected by the body to represent them at the 2019 

World Conference in Independence, MO, April 6-13.  (see the list of those elected elsewhere in 

this edition of eBridges).  Other business conducted by the Mission Center was the election of 

officers for 2019 and the consideration of the various reports including the financial report for 

2018. 

 

Chris Ober reported that Brad Bryant, because of changes in his work load with FEMA, would 

not be employed by the mission center going forward.  She made a statement of thanks from 

the mission center for all of the work he had done in the past, and for his willingness to help 

with the financial situation of the mission center by moving to a self-sustaining arrangement.   

Brad will continue to serve as the Mission Center Invitational Support Minister.   

 

After the sustaining of several appointments and the election of various board members, the 

budget for 2019 was considered and approved.   

 

Thank you to all who took time on a Saturday, during a busy fall, to come and handle the busi-

ness of the Mission Center.    

 

Minutes of the 2018 Fall Conference    

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/bcmc-conference-minutes/ 

 

Fall Mission Center Conference Highlights 

 Love…Pray…Participate          Count Me In! 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/bcmc-conference-minutes/
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/bcmc-conference-minutes/


Delegates 
 
Austin, Tammy  
Bryant, Brad 
Bryant, Donna 
Chaffee, Cliff 
Colarusso, Cathy 
Dougherty, Jim  
Dougherty, Natalie 
Klein, Deby 
Mack, Doug 
Mack, Nathan 
Mack, Susan 
Martin, Dan 
Martin, Kitty 
McArthur, Luray 
McIntosh, Cliff 
McIntosh, Marlene 
Munter, Brady 
Munter, Joan 
Ober, Chris 
Rumple, Jean 
Ryder, Andy 
Ryder, Peggy 
Savage, Donna 
Schwengel, Ann 
Schwengel, Jon 
Switzer, Karen 
Switzer, Richard 
Webb, Glenn 
Webb, Phyllis 
Witts, Karen 
Zaring, Doug 
 
The alternates  
In order are 
 
Ovall, Laura 
Ovall, Jason 
Watts, John 
Watts, Nancy 

World Conference April 2019 
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Brush Creek Mission Center 

has elected the following dele-

gates and alternates to repre-

sent our membership.  The 

names are listed in alphabetical 

order.  Please begin now re-

membering these people In 

your prayers as they prepare to 

make decisions which affect 

our World Church community.   

Be sure to share your feelings with one or more of the delegates.   

Congregational discussions would also be a good preparation for the 

Conference.   

 

 

 

Through conducting the business of the church, sharing in worship and 

celebration, and connecting with friends from around the world, we will 

explore the conference theme, “Discover.”  

 

Use the following World Church website page  

for preparation, legislation, schedule, announcements,  

and registration.   

 

Community of Christ Website World Conference Page 

 

https://www.cofchrist.org/2019-world-conference 

Our delegates and alternates will be invited to attend discussion 

opportunities in  February.  If you would like to share your input 

with the delegates regarding the resolutions which have been sub-

mitted for consideration, you may find those resolutions on the 

Community of Christ website at 

 2019 World Conference Resolutions. 

https://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/World-Conference/

WC2019/WC2019-Legislation-English-July2018.pdf 

https://www.cofchrist.org/2019-world-conference
https://www.cofchrist.org/2019-world-conference
https://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/World-Conference/WC2019/WC2019-Legislation-English-July2018.pdf
https://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/World-Conference/WC2019/WC2019-Legislation-English-July2018.pdf
https://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/World-Conference/WC2019/WC2019-Legislation-English-July2018.pdf


As many of you learned during our Fall BCMC Conference on November 3, 

I’ve submitted my resignation to Joan Munter, for my role as BCMC Mission 

Initiative Coordinator, effective December 31, 2018.  No, we’re not moving, 

but I’ve been sensing for some time, a desire to help reduce the financial 

burden on the Mission Center, and therefore on each of the congregations, 

and God has provided me with an employment opportunity with FEMA that 

allows me to take care of my family and do just that. 

  

Donna and I have been greatly blessed by the opportunity to serve in this 

role for the past 5 years, and to work for you & your congregations.  Thank 

you for that experience! 

As my engagement with FEMA has increased, and on-the-road assign-

ments seem to be more frequent, longer duration, and less predictable, I’m 

finding that my available time to dedicate to BCMC “employment responsi-

bilities” is limited and much harder to schedule and fulfill. 

I am still fully committed to the message and ministry of Jesus and Commu-

nity of Christ, and will continue in my role as a self-sustaining Seventy, pro-

viding support and ministry in the diverse congregations around the BCMC 

area and beyond, on an “as available” basis.   

I will also continue to be available as a volunteer resource for Titus Teams, 

for Joan & Chris and other BCMC leadership personnel and ministries, and 

for each of our congregations on an “as possible” basis, and will continue in 

the role of Mission Center Invitation Support Minister.   

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if your congregation would like my 

assistance in your journey, helping to build the kingdom of God on earth! 

  
 

 

  

 

 

A Message from Brad 
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Brad Bryant 
Mission Initiatives Coordinator, Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

  

309-706-6179    BradBryant70@gmail.com 
 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com


 Make a Will. Leave a Legacy. 
 
Everyone needs a plan for the future. Having a proper will: 

 Allows you to identify your heirs and beneficiaries 

 Determines who cares for your minor children 

 Provides peace of mind for you and your family 

 Allows you to leave a legacy by supporting Christ's mission beyond your lifetime 
 

Ensure your wishes are carried out the way you want. 

 

1-800-884-7526  www.missionfunding@cofchrist.org 

cofchrist.org/legacy-giving 
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Tis the Season…. 

 Yikes!  

‘Tis the season to be…jolly?...giving?...anxious?...Fill in the blank. It can be overwhelming, 

right? 

Recently I was sitting here in the comfort of my home thinking what I could I give extra this 

holiday season and to whom when suddenly central Illinois was hit by multiple tornados devas-

tating lives and destroying homes. Enveloping chaos surrounded so many folks that I know. No 

longer did my home feel so comfortable, no longer was tragedy at a distance. I now sat glued to 

the news and especially to Facebook to see and hear from those affected by this storm. Their 

pleas for assistance resonated within me almost to the point of being overwhelmed. The needs 

are greater than my ability. 

 

So, what can I do? I have a relatively good and healthy body so I can go when the First Re-

sponders say it is safe to help with cleanup. I can contribute financially, as best I can, to the 

“Go Fund Me” accounts being set up. I can collect food/clothing for those who lost theirs. I can 

take classes to become a volunteer with Red Cross to better serve communities when needs oc-

cur. I can get on my knees and pray for those who have lost so much. I am reminded of our 

Mission Initative to “Abolish Poverty and End Needless Suffering” and sit here grateful that I 

am able to respond. 

  

I no longer felt overwhelmed and useless and a spirit of empowerment was settling in like a 

warm blanket. Yes, “Tis the season to be a blessing!” Christmas reminds me that we are part of 

a sacred history where, like in Bethlehem, God can use ordinary people and ordinary places to 

show His love for His children. 

 

May your Christmas be merry and bright and may you be blessed by Christmas traditions and 

someone’s generosity. 

    Chris Ober 

mailto:missionfunding@cofchrist.org


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brush Creek Youth 
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SPECtacular 2019 dates are July 20—27th 
 
SPEC is an annual event held on the Graceland Campus, in Lamoni, Iowa for 
youth going into High School, High School students, and those recent HS grads.  
 
All campers will have opportunities to participate in leadership and  discipleship 
development, diverse worship, and expression of arts, music, and sports.  

Hydration Retreat      

All Youth currently in 7th—12th Grades 

The 2018 camping season is over, but the New Year is just 

around the corner. NOW is the time to register for Hydration.  

Our News Year’s Eve Camp is open to youth in Junior High and 

Senior High.  Those wishing to help may also contact Keith and 

Becky Rhine.   

 

Hydration will be held December 30, 2018-January 1, 2019, 

at Brush Creek Campground. 

 Check-in is 3:30-5:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 30 

 Camp is over at Noon, Tuesday,  January 1, 2019  

 

Directors: Keith & Becky Rhine  

A registration form is at the following link.  Email Keith and Becky or call; 618-922-3757 

 https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/ 

  

2019  

Camp Dates 
 

June Reunion - June 15-21  

family camp 

 

Sr. Hi Camp - June 22-28 

  going into 10-12 grade  

And graduates  

 

Jr. Camp - June 29-July 3 

going into 4th-6th grade 

 

Jr. Hi Camp - July 6-12 

going into 7th-9th grade 

 

July Reunion - July 13-19 

family camp 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/campground/
mailto:becky.rhine46@hotmail.com
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/


P A G E  7  

Bus Trip to World Conference  Seats still available 

Working in conjunction with the Tunnel Hill congregation, our Poplar Creek congregation has voted to submit the appli-

cation for a Mission Initiatives Grant from the Brush Creek Mission Center which will be used to fund the trip.  Here are 

the details we know so far about the trip next April.   

 

The only cost for participants on the trip will be for meals.  The bus and housing at a local hotel (which would include 

free breakfast),  would be covered by the grant.   

 

The bus/buses will pick up registered passengers at certain pick up points, and drop passengers off at those same points, 

at the end of the trip.   The group will attend services at the Auditorium and the Temple. 

 

When the exact schedule for World Conference has been released more details will be available.  But for now PLAN TO 

GO AND SIGN UP RIGHT AWAY.  

 

The trip will be planned for the first weekend of the World Conference which includes the start date of April 6, 2019.  To 

sign up and reserve a seat or seats please contact: 

   

  Rosemary Rouse 

  800 Creal Springs Rd. 

  Tunnel Hill, IL 62972 

  618-771-0307  rrouse10@gmail.com 
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Travel Opportunity 

The Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation is offering a 9-day tour of the Holy Land 

next October. The tour will include Tel Aviv, Jaffa Colony, Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, Jericho, the 

Dead Sea, Masada, Jerusalem, and so much more. We will also offer pre and post tour excursions to 

Egypt (5-day trip) and Petra/Jordan (3-day trip).  

 

I have included a link to our webpage for those who wish to learn more. It will truly be a trip of a 

lifetime. Jody and I will be going and hopefully, our friends in the Brush Creek Mission Center will 

consider joining us next October.  

       Barb Walden  bwalden95@yahoo.com  

 

 http://www.historicsitesfoundation.org/page.do?act=lo&page=Holy_Lands_Tour 

mailto:rrouse10@gmail.com
mailto:bwalden95@yahoo.com
http://www.historicsitesfoundation.org/page.do?act=lo&page=Holy_Lands_Tour
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Caretakers Corner 

 
Its not green yet! But it will not be long; 1st day of camp 2019 is just 119 days away. I don’t 

know about you but I can’t wait till the lodges are full, canoes are on the lake and softball 

games are on the field.  We continue to get ready for the season with many changes that 

you will be able to see and a lot behind the scenes that you will not.  Again a big shout goes 

out to all of you that made 2017 a big success thank you for your physical and financial 

support that allows use to reach over 1500 lives during our youth and summer programs.  

Below is the latest updated calendar for 2019  again we are full except for 1 week in July 

and 2 weeks in August.  

 Stop by anytime and enjoy the 90 acres of heaven we all call 

 Brush Creek.  

   Thanks  

     Dave McArthur, Campground caretaker 
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Brush Creek Campgrounds 2019 

 

Dec 30th – Jan 1 Hydration Retreat          

June 5th -9th Junior Camp     

June 10th – 15th CP Youth Camp 

June 16th – 22 June Reunion     

June 23rd – 29th Senior High Camp       

June 30th – July 6th Open 

July 7th -13th Junior High Camp    

July 14th – 20th July Reunion      

July 22nd – 27th Buck Grove Youth Camp  

July 28th – Aug 4th CP Big Kids Kamp    

Aug 8th – Aug 10th Quilter Group        

Aug. 11th –Aug 17th Open 

Aug 18th – Aug 24th Open       

Aug 24th- 26th Ryder Reunion  

Sept 21st -23rd Brush Creek Women’s Retreat  

Nov 21st -23 Eshbach Family Retreat 



Fairfield Thankful for the opportunity to help 

For several years the Fairfield Congregation has  donated money for the purchase 

of Turkeys for a local food distribution to be given to families who need some help 

with food.  The activity is coordinated by Joyce Caudle.  Joyce says that due to the 

generosity of our church members we were able to purchase 40 Turkeys to be dis-

tributed at Thanksgiving.   Due to the great price of Turkeys this year we had 

money left over. We then were able to donate that money for the purchas of hams 

to be distributed as a part of a food basket given by MidWest Food Bank for 

Christmas.  

Several of our church members were involved in helping put the 275 food baskets  

together for distribution.  The Midwest Food Bank is located in Fairfield and as-

sists people locally, throughout Southern Illinois and the St. Louis area. 

  

Congregations in Mission 
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Please Send Your Advent, Christmas Photos to World Church 
As you enjoy Advent and Christmas this year,  capture your memories in photos and 

send them to World Church for possible use in next year’s Herald and on 

www.CofChrist.org. Photos should be a least 1 megabyte, though bigger is better. 

Please include caption information: the photographer’s name, the event, and the loca-

tion. Send photos to Herald@CofChrist.org. Thanks, and Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 

Please Send Your Congregation Stories to Us 

Throughout the year,  share your stories with eBridges.  We love hearing what other 

congregations in the Brush Creek Mission Center are doing.   

 

E-mail Donna at donngreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

https://www.cofchrist.org/www.CofChrist.org
mailto:Herald@CofChrist.org?subject=Christmas%20Around%20the%20World
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com


  

A SPECIAL DAY IN THE MARION CONGREGATION 

 November 11, 2018 was a very special day of celebra-

tion for the Marion congregation. This Sunday was set aside 

to recognize and celebrate the many years of priesthood ser-

vice for Marvin and Marion Kleinau.  

 

 Even thought they had not  been a physical part of our group for many years, their 

roots and beginnings were here. Joan Munter was also our guest as the representative of 

the Mission Center as she awarded each one of them Emeritus status as priesthood: 

Marvin as an Evangelist and Marion as an Elder. This service was delayed due to their 

inability to attend the other “retirement” programs this summer. Our congregation was so 

blessed to host this ceremony.  

  

 Marvin and Marion were each invited to share some well-learned words of wisdom 

with us that day . . . and they did not disappoint. Our hope was that they be aware of, 

without a doubt, what they have meant to our congregation and to the Mission Center. We 

pray we didn’t disappoint them. Many members of our group began to reminisce about 

their years with us and once that had begun it was difficult to bring it to a close. They 

really did not realize the power of their ministry in our midst. It was our joy to share that 

with them. That special day ended with a potluck meal and much more fellowship.   

P A G E  1 0  
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Forwarding this for Danny Belrose.   

Danny has been at Brush Creek many times and has brought a great deal of ministry 

to the BCMC. 

 

My new book,”Profiles, Poems, Prayers: Celebrating “Ordinary People,” is now 

available at Amazon. Similar to my other works it contains resources for personal re-

flection and corporate worship. I am not requesting a “hard-sell” campaign but sim-

ply a means (newsletter, worship bulletin insert or listed announcement?) to inform 

congregations that it is available. The book is being well-received but has only been 

introduced on FaceBook, which, of course is limited exposure. See current re-

views: https://www.amazon.com/dp/0984481540.  

Thank you for consideration.  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/0984481540
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  Evangelist Corner with Marvin Kleinau 

 kleinau@frontier.com 

1.  Prayer (even  before  a free throw) directs my attention to God. Let's admit it., 99% of our time as de-

clared  Christians we ignore God.  We watch football, fry a hamburger, read a novel, but we seldom interrupt 

that pattern  to think about God.  And that is  one of our real problems---a drunk never stops  thinking about 

liquor; a gambler never stops thinking about "one  last  pull on the  slot machine;” an overweight person never 

stops thinking of food, but you  and I can go days  without  thinking of our Heavenly Father. What difference 

does  it make? God commanded  us to  have  no other  God but Him.  Not beer, slot  machines or cheeseburg-

ers. When we think about God in prayer, even if it is  a  one sentence prayer, we honor God. 

 

2.  Most of us are not brilliant thinkers.  We fill our brains with every passing thought or  visual image. We are 

darn lucky if we can focus on any problem long enough to work out the best solution. We vote straight tickets 

because it's too hard to know all the candidates.  We buy the  soap we are advised to buy on TV because we are 

too busy to  test soap results for ourselves. And unfortunately we are too  busy to  know God. Sunday school 

growing up was  hit or miss. The sermon goes in one ear and out the other. In  fact some marriages fail because 

the husband and  wife never  talk to each other and consequently don't know each other.  The same is true of the 

one  person we ought to come to understand if we  ignore everyone else. Prayer is that communication link with 

God.  That is the way we come to know Him, and He comes to know us.  How do we know he hears us?  Be-

cause he told us so over  and over in the scriptures. In the Sermon on the Mount he begs us to come to him with 

our troubles. When we pray we are focusing on those aspects of God we have known about  for years.  We 

know he stands for  peace,  justice, compassion and gratitude.  When we pray if we will  talk to God represent-

ing  those qualities He will hear us. 

 

3.  You  and I have grown up in this world assuming we will get whatever we ask for. We get mad if we don't. 

The problem with that process is we really  don't know how to measure the results of  our demands. We want 

two dips of lemon  ice cream and if the cone looks like it has only one big dip, we are terribly disappointed 

even if we weigh 300 lbs. (I can vouch for that). 

  

We pray to hit the lottery or win the game and we ignore the fact that  49 million other folks didn't win 

the  lottery either.  

 

Prayer turns your mind inside out. The focus is  no longer on you.  It is on God.  He will tell you 

something about Himself that will enable you to have confidence in Him.  He will accept your love 

for Him and love you in return.  But you have to look for it. 

You have to  pray and let God choose the best answer. 

 

 

Marvin Kleinau, Evangelist   
  

I have often been  part of a discussion where the central question was 

"what good is prayer?  God doesn't seem to answer any of mine." 

Well, of course there isn't a one of us that hasn't asked this ques-

tion.  And my guess is no one has received an answer that has satisfied 

them.  They want action.    So while my response to the question may 

not satisfy you totally, let’s give it a try, because it makes  so much 

sense to me. 

mailto:kleinau@frontier.com


 

May 4th, 1935 - Nov 3rd, 2018 
 

Funeral: 11 a.m. Wednesday, November 7, 2018, at Flora Community of Christ  
 

 

Russell Dean Eastin, age 83, of Flora, Illinois, passed into eternal life with Jesus Christ on Sat-

urday night, November 3, 2018, at Evelyn’s House BJC Hospice in Creve Coeur, Missouri. 

      

He was born May 4, 1935, in Flora, the son of R. Dale and Lola G. (Coleman) Eastin.  On 

March 3, 1957, he was united in marriage to Wanda L. DeSelms in a ceremony at Flora Com-

munity of Christ Church, and this year marked the 61st wedding anniversary they have cele-

brated together. 

      

Recognized as a talented young athlete and student, Russell attended Graceland University 

and earned a degree from Eastern Illinois University, and went on to become a science, his-

tory, and physical education teacher for 38 years at the Flora Junior High School.  Active in 

coaching and helping manage the school’s athletic program, his track team achieved a note-

worthy state championship title in 1961, and he also served as boys and girls basketball 

coach.  Demonstrating a resilient faith through his life’s work, Russell was an elder and dedi-

cated member of the Flora Community of Christ Church.  He and Wanda travelled throughout 

the United States in their motorhome, and they especially enjoyed trips to Florida.  Russell’s 

hands were often busy fixing or building most anything including automobiles, motorcycles, 

or mechanical gadgets and devices, and he helped build two homes, including the one he and 

Wanda have enjoyed living in during the past four decades.  He was a past member of the 

Flora Elks, and was a fan of old western movies and television shows like “Gunsmoke.”  In 

recent years, his grandest moments in life became the time he and Wanda could spend with 

their children and the grandchildren he was so outstandingly proud of. 

 

He is survived by his wife: Wanda Eastin of Flora; 2 sons: Russell Scott Eastin of Blue 

Springs, Missouri, and Tim Eastin and wife Julie of Denver, Colorado; a daughter: Lisa Eastin 

of Fairfield; 4 grandchildren: Dr. Marc Eastin of Loma Linda, California, Hannah and hus-

band Lieutenant Nick Le Tourneau, USAF, Elizabeth Eastin of Kansas City, Missouri, and 

Jackson Eastin of Denver, Colorado; a brother: Robert “Bob” Eastin of Flora; a sister: Nancy 

and husband Iven “Bud” Bassett of Clay City; a sister-in-law: Carol Coleman; and several 

nieces and nephews.  He was preceded in death by his parents; a brother: Norman “Topper” 

Eastin; a sister: Delores Eastin Slover; and a sister-in-law: Lee Ann Eastin. 

 

A funeral ceremony will be 11 a.m. Wednesday, November 7, 2018, at Flora Community of 

Christ Church.  Interment will follow in Brush Creek Cemetery.  Visitation will be from 5 un-

til 7 p.m. Tuesday at Frank & Bright Funeral Home in Flora, and from 10:30 until 11 a.m. 

Wednesday at the church.  Memorial donations are suggested to Special Olympics Illinois, 

and will be accepted through the funeral home.   
 

Memorial  Russ Eastin    Flora, Illinois 
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Dec 17, 1929 – Nov 21, 2018 (Age 88) 
 

Wilma was born on December 17, 1929 and passed away on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 21, 2018. 

 

Wilma was a resident of Illinois at the time of passing. 

 

A memorial service was held on Saturday, December 1, 2018 at 11am at Blue Fu-

neral Home in Marion with Richard Switzer and Kevin Waldrop officiating. Burial 

was at Rose Hill Cemetery in Marion. Visitation was held on Saturday from 10am 

until the time of service at the funeral home. 

 

Memorials may be made to the Community of Christ Church or the Ataxia Foun-

dation and will be accepted at Blue Funeral Home/PO Box 411/Marion, IL 62959. 
 

Marion-Wilma Fern Peebles, 88, passed away on Wednesday, November 21, 2018 

at Parkway Manor. 

 

Wilma was born on December 17, 1929 in Marion to Arlie and Bessie (Askew) 

Simmons. She married Wallace Peebles on August 18, 1951 and together they en-

joyed 62 years of marriage until his passing on May 14, 2013. 

 

Wilma was an active member of the Community of Christ Church in Marion. She 

worked for a CPA firm in tax and accounting and later worked for the State of Illi-

nois in the Department of Economic Development until her retirement in 

1992.  Wilma enjoyed hosting many family gatherings in her home through the 

years. 

 

Survivors include: 

Son-Paul Peebles of Redding, CA 

Daughter-Beth Asp of Marion 

Brother-Gene Simmons of Marion 

Sister-Alice Jewell of Independence, MO 

Several nieces and nephews 

 

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; brother, William Edward Sim-

mons and sisters, Edna Cogdill and Eva Lee Greeney. 
 

 

 

 

Memorial  Wilma Peebles  Marion, Illinois 
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2018 / 2019 Event Location 

Dec 25 2018 Christmas    Tuesday  

Dec 30-Jan 1 Hydration Youth Retreat    Sun-Tue Brush Creek 

April 6—8 BCMC Bus Trip to  World Conference  

April 6-13 Community of Christ World Conference Independence 

June 15-21 June Reunion Brush Creek 

June 22-28 Senior High Camp Brush Creek 

June 29-Jul 3 Junior Camp Brush Creek 

July 6-12 Junior High Camp Brush Creek 

July13-19 July Reunion Brush Creek 

July 19-27 Spectacular for HS Youth Lamoni, IA 

Schedule of Events 

Community of Christ 

 

Brush Creek 

Mission Center 

2018 

The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges Newsletter  

The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges Newsletter began in 2004 and is currently scheduled for publication 
the middle of the following months; February, April, June, August, October, and December.     
 
Submissions may be e-mailed to Donna at donnagreensavage@yahoo.com.   Items larger than a few sen-
tences should be sent as a WORD document. 
 
Current and past editions are archived on the BCMC website at the following link;   
  https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/  
 
 If you wish to receive the e-Bridges newsletter directly in your e-mail inbox, please send a message to   
 BradBryant70@gmail.com  

  

(Click HERE to download a free copy of the latest Adobe Acrobat Reader for your computer, for best viewing.) 

Brush Creek Mission Center SOCIAL MEDIA 

Instagram: @brushcreekmissioncenter Facebook: @brushcreekmissioncenter 
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Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

We are 25 congregations across Central and Southern Illinois,  that are part of a world-

wide church known as Community of Christ.   

Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.   Our mission is to invite people to Christ, pursue peace on earth, abolish suffering, 

experience congregations in mission and develop disciples to serve.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

Brush Creek reunions, camps and retreats allow us to experience the kingdom of God on 

Earth.   Our heritage, our friendships, and our shared Christian mission unite us and 

strengthen us.         

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:cober@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges%20
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com

