
 

Having recently spent a week and a half at two incredible events sponsored by Com-

munity of Christ for youth from throughout the world, I am full to the brim with joy, 

anticipation, and hope. My purpose in this article is not to relive the International 

Youth Forum and SPECTACULAR, telling you everything that happened, but to share 

some insights I discovered from this experience (the theme for IYF was DISCOVER).    

 

We are ALL still inside the parentheses in our stories (the theme for SPECTACULAR 

was ST( )RY).  How we fill that space determines everything in our lives.  A paragraph 

from the SPEC brochure reads, “So many loud voices are competing to tell us who we 

are and what matters in our lives.  It can feel a bit overwhelming as we try to sift 

through all the noise – to find our own unique story, to create community stories, and 

explore who this Jesus is that we talk about and why his story still matters.” 

 

Lately I have noticed the impact of judgmentalness on our world.  So I did what we all 

do, I GOOGLED the word judgmentalness to see what I could find.  Here is what I 

found:  “Judgmental is a negative word to describe someone who often rushes to judg-

ment without reason. The adjective, judgmental, describes someone who forms lots of 

opinions – usually harsh or critical ones – about lots of people.  Judgmental types are 

not open-minded or easygoing.”  Sound familiar? Society?  

 

Here is just one example of how kids at SPEC handle things.  Two soccer teams were 

competing. They quickly realized that one team was way better than the other. Rather 

than one team blowing the other off the field, they decided to share team members with 

each other to make the teams more equal, and play the game just for fun.  And fun it 

was!!!  At one point they all sat on the field in a circle and sang “Kum Ba Yah”, laugh-

ing with joy and forming a lasting bond. Can we do this?  YES!  Let’s try to fill our   

ST(  )RY with this kind of love and acceptance.  

 

  Joan Munter 

Joan Munter 

Brush Creek  

Mission Center 

President 

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

618-548-4815   

DISCOVER   your  S T (  ) R Y 
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We proclaim  

Jesus Christ  

and promote  

communities of  

joy, hope, love  

and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges
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Women's Retreat 

Brush Creek Mission Center 
Brush Creek Campgrounds 

Xenia, IL. 

 

Date:  September 21-23, 2018 

 
Come share in the joy of stories, inspiration, laughter, prayer, music, movement, meditation,  an art project, 

good food, the beauty of the setting of our campground and some well deserved rest! 

 

We are pleased to announce the Guest Minister this year is Rhonda Marshall 

Rhonda, is Co-Pastor from Evansville Indiana 

Our Chef is Alan Meers 

Movement and Meditation Instructor Donna Savage 

So what are you waiting for ……. make your reservation today! 

Registration form can be found on the last page. 

 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and 

renew a steadfast spirit within me Psalm51:10 

 
Director Deby Klein  email debyklein@gmail.com  217-720-7211 
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Women's’ 

gathering at 

June Reunion 

2018 

mailto:debyklein@gmail.com
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WORLD CONFERENCE 2019 

April 6 – 13 

Independence, Missouri 

 
This seems very far in the future, but it will be here before we know it.   

And we have the opportunity to send DELEGATES to represent us for the week at Conference.   

There are many advantages to being a delegate – besides the obvious responsibility -  and  most im-

portantly  - to vote on important legislation as representatives for the people of BCMC.  

 

The other perks are, reserved seating – you can wander all over the auditorium and visit and then 

come to your seat at the last minute for the business meeting. (Unless you want an aisle seat and then 

you have to come very early.) You get to sit with an incredibly interesting, very nice looking group 

of people from Illinois.  These people also bring candy in various forms to share with you. If you 

don’t forget your Brush Creek shirt you can match the people you are sitting with on our t-shirt day, 

(if the group votes to have a t-shirt day). 

You get to sing hymns at the top of your lungs and, because there are so many people there, no one 

cares if you can carry a tune or not.   

 

Doesn’t this sound like the vacation of a lifetime? 

 

If so, PLEASE GIVE YOUR NAME TO JOAN MUNTER by 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2018 

so you can be placed on the ballot at the BCMC Conference, Nov. 3. 

 

It absolutely is the chance of a lifetime to participate in this special event.  
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COMING SOON!!! 

 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER CONFERENCE 
 

Saturday, November 3, 2018 

Salem, IL Community of Christ 

 

Join with your friends from throughout the Mission Center for Worship, Fellowship, 

Election of 2019 Officers, Election of World Conference 2019 delegates, approval of 

2019 budget, and whatever other business needs to be discussed. Please mark your calen-

dar NOW! 

Watch for final details in the October edition of eBridges! 
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…... and speaking of World Conference – 

 
Do you remember in 2016 a busload of people from Brush Creek Mission Center travelled to Inde-

pendence, Missouri, for the first weekend of World Conference? 

 

What a super trip!!!  I hear nothing but great comments from all who went on the trip.  Our trip direc-

tor, Rosemary Rouse, and the business manager, Phil Webb, did such a good job we have asked them 

back for a repeat performance.  Only this time, we might need an additional bus.   

 

Working in conjunction with the Tunnel Hill congregation, our Poplar Creek congregation has voted 

to submit the application for the Mission Initiatives Grant from the Brush Creek Mission Center 

which will be used to fund the trip.  Here are the details we know so far about the trip next April.   

 

The only cost for participants on the trip will be for meals.  The bus and housing at a local hotel 

(which would include free breakfast),  would be covered by the grant.   

 

The bus/buses will pick up registered passengers at certain pick up points, and drop passengers off at 

those same points, at the end of the trip.  

 

The group will attend services at the Auditorium and the Temple. 

 

When the exact schedule for World Conference has been released more details will be available.  But 

for now PLAN TO GO AND SIGN UP RIGHT AWAY.  

 

The trip will be planned for the first weekend of the World Conference 

which includes the start date of April 6, 2019.  To sign up and reserve a 

seat or seats please contact: 

   

  Rosemary Rouse 

  800 Creal Springs Rd. 

  Tunnel Hill, Il 62972 

  618-771-0307 

 rrouse10@gmail.com 
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Financially, both reunions met and exceeded their goals to reach $100,000.00 collectively!  

A full report will be available at our fall conference.    We all know that this amount does not 

include our reunion expenses for the week nor the expenses of the campground.  So, I would 

encourage us all to continue to support our sanctuary – our sacred space – Brush Creek 

campgrounds. 

As stated in our reunion text, “It is in this place that we are provided a shelter, comfort, 

blessing and sense of home.  It is a safe place for us to renew, strengthen and prepare our-

selves to witness with refreshed eyes and a revived passion.” 

As our summer winds down I still think and contemplate what I have seen and 

heard this summer.  Be it from loved ones, acquaintances at home, church or 

campground.  And I am reminded time and again to be the agent to  …. 

Breathe New Life.   

Tammy Austin and I are grateful to everyone attending our June Reunion and especially for 

all who volunteered in so many roles to make the reunion experience a blessing for so many 

precious people.  We were blessed by each of you and by the presence of God’s Holy Spirit 

during the week. 

It won’t be long and leaves will begin to fall and 

our seasons will change.  Remember to breathe – 

take a deep breath and exhale the Spirit of God.   

I wonder,  

“God, where will your Spirit lead us in this new 

season?”  How exciting….I can’t wait to hear 

your stories! 

 

Chris Ober 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

Brush Creek Campground Financial Officer 
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Reflections 

I have been reflecting on the two reunions we just experienced this summer.  Both were spiritually 

rich worship filled weeks of community.  I have marveled at how we are able to form such a wonder-

ful community in that time and place. 

 

We come together as individuals from different backgrounds, different perspectives, and even differ-

ent opinions that at other times have been barriers to relationship.  But at Brush Creek we are able to 

rise above all those differences to work and play and worship together as true community, one big 

family of God’s children.  We respect each other and see each as worthy, and we pray and sing our 

praise and love to our Lord, together. 

 

My writing this short message is just to once again make us aware of just how wonderful those 

weeks of camp are to us.  But beyond that, I want to stress that it should be the same type of commu-

nity in our congregations. 

 

In any congregation there have been differences, there are differences, and there will be differences 

yet to come.  My prayer is that what is most important should always prevail, our love to be faithful 

to our Lord, and our love for each other.  We can see things differently when issues come before us, 

but there should never be an issue of difference that make us separate from each other. 

 

We need to seek to understand each other when we see things differently.  That means trying to truly 

hear each other.  That means continuing to listen and as well as to explain.  We should be able to 

hold different perspectives on any issue and still respect each other, still love each other.  It is when 

condemnation comes into the relationship that respect for each other has been lost.  The Brush Creek 

experience clearly demonstrates what I am asking you to see. 

 

We all love, worship, and serve the same God, the 

same Christ, the same Holy Spirit.  That is what is al-

ways most important.  He generously loves each of us 

and teaches us to love one another. 

 

 

  Richard Switzer 
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Six Honored with Emeritus Status at June Reunion 

Those in attendance at the Reunion Sunday morning worship service had the privilege of sharing in 

the recognition of six of our Mission Center Priesthood members.   

 

Elder John Kuppart and Evangelist Earl Smith, both of the Marion congregation, were each present 

with their spouses to receive a certificate of appreciation for their long years of service as well as 

new Priesthood cards designating their new status. 

 

Also named in the recognition statement, but unable to attend because of health concerns were Evan-

gelist Marvin and Elder Marion Kleinau, from the Carbondale congregation, and Evangelist Richard 

and Priest Donna Streibich, from the Decatur congregation. Their certificates and cards will be pre-

sented at a later date in their respective congregations.   Combined, these six priesthood members 

have  provided over 200 years of service.  Praise the Lord. 

  

The emeritus category recognizes and honors long and faithful service curtailed by health or age-

related conditions.  A priesthood member emeritus does not participate regularly in public or sacra-

mental ministry. A priesthood member emeritus occasionally may participate in public or sacramen-

tal ministry with approval of the supervising minister. The proper title for a priesthood member in 

this category is the name of the priesthood office plus “emeritus.” For example: “Elder Emeritus” or 

“Priest Emeritus.”  

If we could all sit down with these six people and tell them how much their ministry has meant to us 

over the years, we would realize the importance of every relationship in our lives.  One life touches 

another – who touches another – who touches another.   

 

We would also be involved in a gathering that seemed to last endlessly! 

 

Thank you, very special people in our lives.   
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Brush Creek 

Reunion  

2018 
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2018 I Y F and SPEC for High School Youth 
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Spectacular  July 21-28 
 
SPEC is an annual event held 
on the Graceland Campus, 
(GU) in Lamoni, Iowa.  
 
Those SMILES from our Mid-
west Crossroads Delegation 
are genuine.  What an amazing 
experience.  I know they will 
have a ST(  ) R Y to share for 
years to come.     

IYF July 18-20 2018— Midwest Crossroads Delegation pose with the Temple in the background 
 
International Youth Forum (IYF) occurs every 4 years.  It is an experience including worship, spiritual education, 

small-group experiences, plus an opportunity to engage with people from different cultures.  IYF is held in Inde-

pendence, MO at the Community of Christ Temple/Auditorium complex.  

This year, I loved seeing the Temple filled with youth and adults from around the world, pulsing to a steady drum 

beat, hearing the message in different languages and the spire filled with a beautiful spirit.    Who could forget the 

“International Camp Fire” on the International plaza steps with familiar songs in multiple languages.     

2018     
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Quilt Raffle Fundraiser held at Reunion   

The quilt was made by Carol Garrison and Karla Stewart 

with material used to make clothes for generations of the 

Collins family including the late Bethe Collins. The quilt 

is a queen size quilt made with 2 inch squares and backed 

with a floral pattern.  

 

THANKS everyone who donated to the quilt fundraiser. 

Your generosity raised $847.00 for the campgrounds.  

 

The proud owner of the quilt is Sherri Hargett from 

Thompsonville Congregation! 
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Area quilters from Fairfield, Flora, Olney, Newton, Mt. Carmel, and Indiana gathered in August for a 

quilting and sewing retreat.  Six Community of Christ members attended and were excited to share 

the Brush Creek campground with others.   The group had a wonderful time.  Tammy Austin learned 

to sew and pieced a lap quilt together while at the retreat.  The participants brought lots of sewing 

projects to work on while at the retreat.  A walk across the bridge made for a nice break from sewing.    

The group plans on doing another Quilt Retreat next year.       

Brush Creek hosted the 

Southern Illinois Quilt Retreat 



Andy Ryder (seated left) and Doug Mack (seated right) 

ordained to the office of Seventy  at the June Reunion 
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  Evangelist Corner with Marvin Kleinau 

 kleinau@frontier.com 

All  over the country,  in  fact  all over the world,  churches are approaching worship 

differently. For some it would operate  like  Navoo or Kirtland,  for  others  it 

might  resemble a family reunion. Even in our  own Brush  Creek mission there is va-

riety in the  approach to  worship. Some want a strong tie with community, others pre-

fer "only on  Sunday.," Some  want preaching,  others  want  classes. 

  

The question  I  raise  is  "what should  be the  role  of the  church in your life?"  I 

think you will agree with my belief that not  everyone is  ministered to by their  church 

and the  leadership doesn't even know it because no  one talks about it.  Isn't it 

time  to  ask the  pastor to hold  some  good  old fashioned "talk time" when  various 

ideas about  the power  of the church in  their  life can  be  openly discussed. Let's 

build  our  churches  to meet the needs  of  as many, both in  and out of the  church, 

as possible 

 

Evangelist Marvin Kleinau 

"What kind of church do  we want?"  I'll bet you have 

never asked that question of yourself.  And yet the  an-

swer  to that question is  one of the most impor-

tant  pieces of  information you will  ever get. 

"What kind of church do we want?"   

mailto:kleinau@frontier.com
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Developing Disciples to Serve  from the  Titus Team 

 

Our Team, Developing Disciples to Serve, would like to 

thank each one that supported our movie gatherings 

at the June and July Reunions.  Our June movie, War 

Room, is an excellent example where we can each 

begin in developing our discipleship – Prayer.  Begin 

and End each of your days in Prayer that the Lord will 

be with you and guide you on your steps that day and 

results will happen.  Our July movie, I Can Only Imag-

ine, was a powerful example of the Lord’s love for 

each of us and he never gives up.  Forgiveness is a 

characteristic each of us must develop in our disciple-

ship.  It is not always easy.  We are planning to share 

again  next year with a movie at each reunion.   

Next, we would like to challenge each of you to read the following book series by Richard Paul 

Evans this year in preparation for next year’s reunion.  It is known as the Walk Series and in-

cludes the following 5 books  -  The Walk, Miles to Go, The Road to Grace, A Step of Faith, 

and Walking on Water.   We are planning on an afternoon discussion group of these books.  

We hope this is plenty of time to prepare for this opportunity to share together.  We would 

challenge you to journal if possible and bring with you when we share.  May the Lord Be With 

You on This Journey. 

Developing Disciples to Serve Titus Team 

     Betsy Collins 

     Connie O’Kelley 

     Debbie Waldrop 
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 Gail Louise (Fair) Harmon 
December 5, 1940 ~ June 24, 2018 (age 77) 

 
Gail Louise Harmon, age 77, of Centralia, Illinois, passed away at 4:39 P.M. on Sunday, June 

24, 2018, at Salem Township Hospital in Salem, Illinois with her loving husband by her side on 

the day of their 58th wedding anniversary.  

 

She was born on December 5, 1940 in Red Lion, Pennsylvania, the daughter of the late John 

Albert and Betty Jane (Gise) Fair.  She married Marion Levi Harmon on June 24, 1960 in Sa-

lem, Illinois and he survives her in Centralia, Illinois. 

 

In addition to her husband of 58 years, Mrs. Harmon is survived by her son, Thomas Marion Harmon and wife Eliza-

beth of Naples, Florida; daughter, Stephanie Logullo and husband Jon of Greenville, Illinois; grandchildren, Alexander 

Thomas Harmon of Broomfield, Colorado, Tad Harmon Logullo and wife Jenny of Anaheim, California, Drew 

Harmon Logullo of Columbus, Ohio and Ben Harmon Logullo of Greenville, Illinois and two sisters, Barbara Jane 

Fleming of Centralia, Illinois and Shirley Cornelia Fair of Daytona Beach, Florida. 

 

Mrs. Harmon was a long-time member of the Community of Christ Church in Centralia, Illinois, where she a charter 

member of the Community of Christ RV Association.   She was a member of the Raccoon Ramblers Camping Club 

and Centralia Squares.  She was a volunteer for the American Red Cross for 20 years, being there for communities 

during floods, fires and 9-11.  Mrs. Harmon loved to collect angels.  She enjoyed traveling with her husband as they 

wintered in Harlingen, Texas.  She also enjoyed traveling with her family.  

 

A Celebration of Life Service was held at 5:00 P.M. on Thursday, June 28, 2018 at the Moran Queen-Boggs Funeral 

Home in Centralia, Illinois with High Priest Joan Munter officiating.   

https://www.moranfuneralhome.net/notices/Gail-Harmon 
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Erik Scott Wolfe 
July 27, 1978—June 28, 2018 (39) 

 
Erik Scott Wolfe, 39, beloved husband of Ashley, and cherished father of Lincoln (8), passed away 

Thursday, June 28th surrounded by loved ones. His life, while cut tragically short, is an inspiration 

to us all.  

 

Erik was born July 27, 1978 in Centralia, IL to proud parents, Tim and Francey Wolfe. He graduated from Salem 

Community High School and then went on to graduate with honors from Murray State University.  

 

As a devoted husband, father, son, and friend, Erik was the definition of strength and courage. He was an inspiration 

to all who knew him and was respected and loved by all. 

Erik loved football, golf and hunting, but mostly he loved his wife, son, and making memories with family and 

friends. The legacy that Erik leaves behind will inspire not only those who have known him, but many generations to 

come. Of sound mind and strong spirit, he left this Earth to be with his Lord and Savior. 

 

Erik is survived, in sorrow, by Ashley and Lincoln; his parents, Tim & Francey Wolfe; his siblings; Andrew, Adam, 

and Abby; his Grandmother, Jean Lokerse; extended family of the Wolfes, Grahams, and Gattis; and countless 

friends. Erik was welcomed into Heaven’s gates by Grandparents; Lewis & Clara Wolfe, and Frank Lokerse. 

Visitation was held on Monday, July 2, 2018 at Ratterman Brothers Funeral Home, East Louisville, 12900 Shelby-

ville Road, Louisville, KY 40243.  

 

The funeral was held Tuesday, July 3rd at 10:30am at Southeast Christian Church, 920 Blankenbaker Pkwy, Louis-

ville, KY 40243.  



 William J. Knapp 
June 20, 1960—August 2, 2018 (58) 

  

William J. Knapp, age 58, of Edwardsville, Illinois died on Thursday, August 2, 

2018, at his home. William was an attorney with Knapp, Ohl, & Green in Edwards-

ville. He was born June 20, 1960, in Flora, Illinois. The son of Jane (Johnston) 

Knapp of Xenia, Illinois and the late Bill L. Knapp. Besides his mother he is sur-

vived by one son, Benjamin Lomax Johnston Knapp of Chicago; two brothers, 

Charles B. Knapp & wife Kay of Xenia, Illinois and Paul A. Knapp & wife Linda of 

Xenia; and one sister, Elizabeth A. Forth & husband Rick of Xenia; a number of 

nieces and nephews; two grandchildren, Hailey & Jake Siepka of Tinley Park, Illi-

nois; and partner, Donna Hans of Edwardsville.  

 

William was a member and Seventy in the Community 

of Christ Church in East St. Louis. There is no visitation. 

A memorial service was held in the Madison County 

Courthouse, Room 327, at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, August 

6, 2018 and at the Brush Creek Campground in Xenia at 

10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, August 7, 2018. Memorials may 

be given to the Community of Christ, East St. Louis 

Congregation, 3600 Waverly, East St. Louis, IL 62204. 
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New location for Bloomington Congregation 

 The Bloomington IL congregation has found a new meeting location!  You 

can find them on some Sundays, in the: 

 

Easter Seal Building, 2404 E Empire St, Bloomington IL 61704. 

    Take the elevator to the 2nd floor. 

  

Contact pastor Larry Snively for meeting dates & times!  309-359-6151 

Memorial  
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Fairfield Congregation News 

 
Fairfield Congregation held a Service of Ordination and Bless-

ing on June10: Sue Green to the office of Elder.  Sue’s family 

participated in the beautiful service.  Her daughter, Lisa 

McMeen of Hermiston, OR, gave the Ordination and Blessing 

Address. She and Joan Munter did the ordination, daughter, 

Donna Savage gave the Prayer of Invocation and Blessing, her 

granddaughter Rhiannon Bridgeman played the music and 

Bobbie Bridgeman gave the offering.  Dale Warren presented 

Sue with the vial of blessed Olive Oil for Administration. 

 

The Ordination was followed by the blessing of Emery Layne Talbert, great granddaughter of Sue’s, 

granddaughter of Lisa McMeen, and daughter of Zac and Morgan Talbert. Zac’s father, Mark 

Talbert, read the “Blessing of Children Scripture”.  Emery was blessed by her grandmother, Lisa 

McMeen and the newly ordained Sue Green. Rhiannon Bridgeman presented the family with the 

Blessing Certificate. Many guests of the family were present to witness these two sacraments of the 

church.  The service was followed by a potluck in the Family Life Center. 

 

On July 8, our Congregation witnessed the Ordination of Kathy Rayburn to the Office of Priest by 

Elders David Savage and Jeanne Leathers.  The morning message and charge was given by David 

Savage.  The offering was taken by Kathy’s three grandchildren:  Madeline, Jake and Cori Beth 

Walker.  Dale Warren  presented Kathy with the Priesthood Manual.  Kathy’s family came to support 

her in her new role of leadership in the church.  A potluck also followed in the Family Life Center.  

 

Sue Green and Kathy Rayburn’s ministry will enhance the leadership of our Congregation. 
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Jackie Hogue of Troy, IL presented Dale Warren of the Fairfield  

Congregation a bottle of Communion wine from Cana of Galilee from her  

recent trip to Israel.  She also showed a few pictures of her trip.   

 

Dale Warren gave the July Communion sermon and the special wine was  

served to the Congregation.  It was a very inspiring service. 

 

    Contributed by Bonnie Holler, Fairfield 
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Georgetown Illinois supports Rescue Us Ministries   

Georgetown Community of Christ is supporting Rescue Us, a local multi church chapter of RU 
Ministries International of Rockford, IL and has 2 members in leadership roles. RU is a  pro-
gram that helps people build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ to overcome addiction. 
The Georgetown RU meeting is supported by several churches and meets at 6:30 every Friday 
evening staffed with leadership personnel and  monetary support from several churches in our 
Ministerial Association.    

Ernest Rumple 

zipjeanrmpl@sbcglobal.net 

 Sparta Congregation supports HOMESTEAD HOPE  

Hosted by Community of Christ, 431 Hillcrest Drive, Sparta, Illinois.   In our efforts to help end poverty 

we have organized an outreach program helping families in need with furniture and other household items 

to get them started in a home.  

To support this new ministry, we are welcoming your donations of   furniture, kitchen items, baby/kids 

items.    For questions and/or donations, please contact Andy Ryder  812-582-8747,  haryder@yahoo.com 

or Kathleen Keller, 618-317-5676 kkeller101814@gmail.com 

   
Mt. Vernon Illinois Christian Family Day   

Due to the tremendous positive feedback, in the Mt. Vernon area, the 

Christian Family Day  event will be held this year on August 25th from 

11am to 6pm.   

Once again the Mt. Vernon Congregation will be participating in this event.  And once again we would 

like to extend an invitation to anyone who would like to help us out.  We have decided to host a corn-

hole game where kids both big and small can play for  a chance to win prizes. If you are interested in 

participating in this event or helping out by donating “prizes” please contact me via my email at: 

douglasachaffee@hotmail.com or call me at 618-835-2064.  For more information on the Christian 

Family Day, visit http://www.facebook.com/events/144574336255221/ . 

Thank you and God bless Douglas Chaffee douglasachaffee@hotmail.com 

mailto:zipjeanrmpl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:douglasachaffee@hotmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/events/144574336255221/
mailto:douglasachaffee@hotmail.com
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Missing BCMC E-mails?   
 I’ve chatted with several folks, who have mentioned that they no longer are receiving 

BCMC e-mail messages.  There could be a number of reasons why this could hap-

pen.  Here are a few reasons that I’m aware of, and what you can do about them: 

  

1.      Not signed up?  Sometimes, folks don’t get messages merely because they haven’t asked to receive 

them, some are not on our e-mail distribution list. 

Fix: Send us an e-mail, and request to be added:  BCMCUpdates@gmail.com OR 

Complete the form at the bottom of this page: 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/  

2.      Changed your e-mail address? Sometimes folks change to a new e-mail address, and forget to let us 

know! 

Fix: Send us an e-mail, and provide your OLD and NEW e-mail address, so we can update 

our distribution lists OR 

Complete the form at the bottom of this page: 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/ 

3.      Check your Junk or Spam folder.  Sometimes, based on your responses or those of other folks, our 

messages from BCMCUpdates@gmail.com are being seen as potential spam/junk messages, and automati-

cally removed from your inbox.   

Fix: Look in your Junk/Spam folder.  If you find a “valid” message in your junk/spam 

folder, nearly every email system allows you to click on that message (or open it), and find a 

button to mark this sender as “not junk”.  That should restore the message to your inbox, AND 

flag the system to know that you DO want to receive BCMC messages! 

4.      Add BCMCUpdates to your contact list.  Some e-mail systems will scan your list of “contacts”, and if 

a sender is listed in your contact list, then will assume that this is a safe message, and deliver it to your in-

box.  On the other side of the coin however, if the sender is NOT in your contact list, the possibility of the 

message being “spam” increases.   

Fix: Please add BCMCUpdates@gmail.com to your personal contact list, to help your email 

system know that this is an OK address. 

5.      Yahoo user?  Yahoo users seem to account for MOST of the complaints that I’ve encountered.  Appar-

ently Yahoo uses rules that snag most of our messages as potential spam. Some other older email providers 

(e.g. AOL, Juno) also suffer from this symptom. 

Fix:  I haven’t found one yet!  Please try the steps above, and see if that helps you receive 

messages in the future. 

6.      Attachments? Some spam filters block any message with an attachment.  And yes, we sometimes will 

send out attachments in BCMC emails (e.g. e-Bridges newsletter). 

Fix: Please try the steps above, and see if that makes it better. 

  

Still having troubles?  Contact Brad Bryant, and we’ll look into your specific situation, do some testing to-

gether, and see if we can find a fix! 

  

  

      Brad Bryant 
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As you likely have heard, our Livestream service that 
we’ve used in the past to broadcast video from various 
BCMC events, has ended their free service in early 
July.  Because of that, we had to find a new broadcasting platform. 
  
With the help of Emily Munter, who manages our BCMC Facebook page; and 
Peter Collins, our broadcasting wizard, we’ve made the migration over to using 
the Facebook Live broadcast service. 
  
The July 2018 Reunion was our first experiments with that service, and we 
ended up having several folks join us for the live broadcast, and interact with us 
through the Facebook chat.  Thank you each, who helped us “get started” on 
this new platform. 
  
Recordings from the July Reunion can be found on our BCMC Facebook page, 
and will remain there until general Facebook policies might remove them. 
  
You can find our recordings, and future live broadcasts, at the Brush Creek Mission Center 
Facebook page.  If that link doesn’t work for you, here’s the official web address:  
            https://www.facebook.com/BrushCreekMissionCenter/ 
  
For easy access, use the “Videos” link in the left column!  
  
If you have suggestions for improving our live broadcasting ministries, please 
contact Brad Bryant (BradBryant70@gmail.com). 
     

 

 

 

 

 

BCMC Broadcasts & Recordings 
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Senior High Camp  

2018 
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2018 Date Event Location 

Sept 3 Labor Day   

Sep 21—23 Women’s Retreat Brush Creek 

Oct 1 Graceland University Homecoming Lamoni, IA 

Nov 3 BCMC Fall Conference    Saturday Salem 

Nov 22-23 Thanksgiving   

Dec 25 Christmas    Tuesday  

Dec 30-Jan 1 Hydration Youth Retreat    Sun-Tue Brush Creek 

   

Schedule of Events 

Community of Christ 

 

Brush Creek 

Mission Center 

2018 

The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges Newsletter  

The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges Newsletter began in 2004 and is 
currently scheduled for publication the middle of the following months; Febru-
ary, April, June, August, October, and December.     
 
Submissions may be e-mailed to Donna at donnagreensavage@yahoo.com.   
Items larger than a few sentences should be sent as a WORD document. 
 
Current and past editions are archived on the BCMC website at the following 
link;   
  https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/  
 
 If you wish to receive the e-Bridges newsletter directly in your e-mail inbox, 
please send a message to    BradBryant70@gmail.com  

  

(Click HERE to download a free copy of the latest Adobe Acrobat Reader for 
your computer, for best viewing.) 

Women’s Retreat date: 
September 21—23, 2018  

Brush Creek Mission Center SOCIAL MEDIA 

Instagram: @brushcreekmissioncenter Facebook: @brushcreekmissioncenter 
 
Tags:  #brushcreekmissioncenter  #brushcreekcampgrounds or #brushcreek 
 
Or contact Emily Munter:   ejmunter@gmail.com 

mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com?subject=eBridges
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
https://get.adobe.com/reader/
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Brush Creek Mission Center 

Joan Munter, 

Mission Center President   

  618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives  

Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

Chris Ober, 

BCMC Financial Officer  

cober@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Donna Savage, 

BCMC e-Bridges Editor   

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

We are 25 congregations across Central and Southern Illinois,  that are part of a world-

wide church known as Community of Christ.   

Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.   Our mission is to invite people to Christ, pursue peace on earth, abolish suffering, 

experience congregations in mission and develop disciples to serve.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

Brush Creek reunions, camps and retreats allow us to experience the kingdom of God on 

Earth.   Our heritage, our friendships, and our shared Christian mission unite us and 

strengthen us.         
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Brush Creek Women’s Retreat Regristration 
September 21-23, 2018 

Friday 4 pm through Sunday Worship at 9 am 

Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 

Your ST( )RY Waits For You! 

 

Guest Minister Rhonda Marshall  Co-Pastor Evansville, Indiana 

Community of Christ Congregation 

 

 

Name:___________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________Allergies: ___________________ 

 

Special Needs (Food/Rooms) _______________________________ 

 

Number of Guests in room: _________________ 

 

Date/Time of Arrival: _______________________________________ 

 

Date/Time of Departure: ____________________________________ 

 

Total Weekend Cost $35 Saturday only $20 

 

Please bring: Bedding/Towels/ etc 

 

I give permission for my photo to be used by Community of Christ publica-

tions Sign 

______________________________________________ 
Return Registration form and fee to Deby Klein, PO Box 271, Taylorville, IL 62568 217-

720-7211  Make checks to BCMC 

debyklein@gmail.com 


