
 

Remember this image? 

It’s June.  It’s time for our sixth month checkup. 

 

We began 2018 with the theme, “Choose to Shine”.  After half a year we 

need to take stock of the brightness of our flame – is it steady and strong, 

providing its portion of the much needed light in this world?  Does it occa-

sionally flicker but then burst forth again?  Do you have concern that it 

might go out? Has it gone out and you are searching for the match to re-

light it?  Or, have you given up on it ever shining again?  Where are we in 

this process of letting our light shine?   

 

Have you ever tried to walk an unknown path in the dark?  Did you feel 

unsteady and unsure of yourself?  And then, did you pull out your cell 

phone and swipe up and find the little flashlight in the box and tap it?  

Hooray!  You can see and avoid any pitfalls! It’s so easy when we know 

where that flashlight is and where to tap.  

 

Do you know where to tap if your flame has dimmed or gone out?  It is 

easier to find than your cell phone flashlight and it is always with you.  It 

is the light within you that God gave you along with all the other stuff 

when you were created.  If you can’t find it, ask God to help you.  Make 

the choice to want to shine and tell God about your desires. You and God 

together will rekindle the flame one spark at a time or all at once – you de-

cide.  The world needs our light to be shining!  

HOW’S YOUR FLAME?  Joan Munter 

Joan Munter 

Brush Creek  

Mission Center 

President 

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

618-548-4815   

How’s Your Flame? 
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We proclaim  

Jesus Christ  

and promote  

communities of  

joy, hope, love  

and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges


June Reunion 

June 16th – 22 , 2018 
Saturday—Friday 

Remember…..Reclaim….. 

   Embody…..Share 
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As you make your final preparations to attend June Reunion, please keep in mind the overall theme of the reunion is 

“Breathe New Life”.  Think about those words.  Be open to God.  What does it look like to prepare oneself to serve 

God?  How do we carry Christ’s peace into the world?   I can only imagine what new breaths God will provide us each 

day. 

 

I thank you all for your amazing generous financial support of the campgrounds!  We are certainly moving in the di-

rection of securing the financial stability of the campgrounds for future generations.  This has been, and will continue 

to be our mission center’s greatest space for ongoing outreach.  And you are making it happen. 

 

We know “the Spirit of the Restoration is not locked in one moment of time; but is instead the call to every genera-

tion”  (Doctrine and Covenants 162).  I can only imagine what will occur when we remember-reclaim-embody-share 

the good news as we move into God’s future – one breath at a time. 

 

Thank you for your willingness to participate, to help out, to serve, to minister, to share. 

 

   Can’t wait to see you there. 

 

      Chris Ober, Tammy Austin—co-directors 
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Saturday, June 16th Schedule 

 

2:30-4:30 pm Check-In: Dining Hall 

 5-6:00 pm Grab & Go Supper 

 7:00 pm 

Welcome Gathering: 

Joe Webb speaking 
  

10:30 pm Quiet Time 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE REUNION  Schedule 
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Sunday Schedule  June 17th, 2018 

 

7:30 am  Priesthood Prayer Service: White Church Sanctuary 

8-8:45   Breakfast 

10:15   Morning Worship: Auditorium Stassi Cramm 

11:45-12:45  Lunch 

2:00   Pastor/Counselor Meeting: White Church 

3:30   BCMC Council Meeting: White Church 

2-3:00    Canteen/Herald House Open 

2:30-4:30  Pool: Open Swim 

 5-6:00   Evening Meal 

7:00   Evening Worship  John Wight 

8:30-9:30  Canteen Open 

 10:30   Quiet Time 

Daily Schedule 

7:00-7:45am  Breakfast 

8:30-9:30am  Morning Worship 

9:45-12:00  Youth & Adult Classes 

12:00-1:00pm  Lunch 

1:45   Rest Period 

2-4:00pm  Canteen / Herald House Open 

5-6:00pm  Evening Meal 

7:00pm  Evening Worship 

10:30pm  Quiet Time 

7:45 am Breakfast 

8-9:15 am Packing & Clean-up 

9:15-10:15 am 
Adult Class (Joe Webb) 

and Youth Classes 

10:30 am Sending Forth: Auditorium 

 11:30 
Finish Camp Cleanup/ 

 Canteen Opens 

Noon Reunion Officially Closes 

Friday Schedule 
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July Reunion    July 14—20th 2018 

 
I trust that many of you have already made plans to attend all or part of the July Reunion begin-

ning Saturday, July 14 and ending Friday, July 20 at noon.   

 

The overall theme is "Breathe New Life".  This is a very encompassing theme---Breathe New life 

in my relationship with God, new life in my relationship with Jesus, new relationships with Fam-

ily, with neighbors, fellow workers at my job or club, etc.  You will be blessed by your coming. 

 

In addition to the Pulpit Ministry provided by Carrie Welch, Barbara Carter, Joe Webb and Blake 

Smith, there will be two Adult-Young Adult classes taught by our own two excellent teachers, 

Kitty Martin and Ioe Webb.  You won't want to miss either of these classes. 

 

The kids won't want to miss the fun activities planned---campfires, swimming, fishing, softball, 

and of course the traditional tractor pull, and more.  It's a week worth including in your schedule 

of things to do.  We hope to see you there.  Oh, would you also register early so adequate prepara-

tion can be made for the supplies for the over 200 expected to attend. 

 

Glenn Webb and Lori Manker  Co-Directors, July Reunion, 2018. 

  

Glenn & Phyllis Webb 

365 Webb Town Road 

Tunnel Hill, IL  62972 

618-995-2297  618-967-3450  ogwebb@gmail.com 
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If you plan to attend the July reunion, please send in your registration forms as soon as you 

can.  The earlier we know how many people to expect, the better we can plan for food and classes.  

 

You can find the form here: https://bcmissioncenter.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/reunion-

registration-form.pdf.   

 

The deadline for getting the $10 discount for July reunion is the middle of June. If you have any 

questions, send me an email.  I look forward to seeing everyone this summer! 

 

Betsy Collins—Reunion Registrar   ekcollins136@gmail.com 
 

Reunion Registration 

mailto:ogwebb@gmail.com
https://bcmissioncenter.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/reunion-registration-form.pdf
https://bcmissioncenter.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/reunion-registration-form.pdf
mailto:ekcollins136@gmail.com


Just a reminder to everyone... Please be respectful 
of all CAMPS.  If you are not a participant of a camp, do 
not be on the Brush Creek Grounds.   

In order to help camp directors and Dave to ensure the 
safety of all camps and campers, and to minimize dis-
tractions, we ask that anyone NOT participating in the 
camp NOT be at Brush Creek. 

  
If you’re wanting to get your cabin cleaned up, take sup-
plies down early, etc., please do so when NO other 
camps are in session; AND By letting Dave McArthur 
know of your plans.  
(lmacdmac6457@yahoo.com 618-835-4415) 
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  Hello from  Brush Creek Campgrounds.  The Caretaker is a little 

busy right now.  You see, the grounds were mowed and ready for 

the camping season, Dave had just breathed a sigh of satisfaction, 

when Mother Nature BLEW through the grounds.  High winds toppled trees and scattered limbs all over 

the grounds.  The call went out for volunteers and the response was overwhelming.  The branches were 

cleaned up in record time.  Additional little jobs were completed, like individually washing each chair 

from the dining hall.    I really believe that everyone was anxious to get to Brush Creek.  Thank you to 

everyone who showed up on that Friday to help.  Continue to pray for Brush Creek, the camps, the work-

ers, and the participants.   

 

As I write this, Junior Camp is under way.  The weather is sunny and warm.  The fireflies are out, and the 

stars are shining.  I’m sure those young campers and their staff are having a wonderful week. 

 

As you come onto the campgrounds give Dave and LaDonna a big wave.  Thank them for taking care of 

Brush Creek over the long winter.  Thank them for all their hard work in preparation for the camping sea-

son.  Look out over the campground and think about all that mowing that gets done, all the buildings that 

get cleaned and maintained, all the plumbing and electrical 

systems that require attention.   

 

 Written by Editor, Donna Green Savage 
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Caretaker’s Corner 

Brush Creek Campgrounds Dates  

 

June 5th -9th  Junior Camp 

 June 10th – 15 CP Youth Camp 

June 16th – 22  June Reunion 

 June 23rd – 29 Senior High Camp 

 June 30th – July 6th Open 

 

July 7th -13th  Junior High Camp 

 July 14th – 20 July Reunion 

 July 22nd – 27 Buck Grove Youth Camp 

July 28th – Aug 4th CP Big Kids Kamp 

 

Aug 8th – Aug 10th  Quilting Retreat 

 Aug. 11th –Aug 17th Open 

Aug 18th – Aug 24th Open   

 Aug 24th- 26th Ryder Reunion 

Sept 14-16 BCMC Women’s Retreat 

mailto:lmacdmac6457@yahoo.com
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CSI 
No – not Crime Scene Investigator – 

CAMP STAFF INTERN 

 
We have just completed our 2018 Junior Camp at Brush Creek.  What an amazing 

group of staff members we had. 

 

Each year we offer six camp staff intern positions at junior camp to those who are in-

terested in staffing camps in the future.  Three young women and two young men, all 

who are, or will be, 15 year olds before the next camping season, spent the week of 

junior camp in training for their chance to be staff members.    What an excellent 

group!!!  They observed and discussed all parts of each day of the camp, took the Reg-

istered Child and Youth Worker training course, and experienced the job of staffing 

from the point of view of on-the-scene watchers.   

 

It is always encouraging to see young people willing to be on the staffs of our camps.   

We began the intern program several years ago and are seeing the results in many who 

are serving as staff members this summer. 

 

 

GREAT HOPE  

FOR THE FUTURE! 

 
If you think you are interested in becom-

ing a staff intern and will be 14 years old 

before Junior Camp 2019, consider apply-

ing for one of next year’s six positions. 
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We hope you will encourage your High School youth to attend the International Youth Forum 

(IYF) and Spectacular 2018 camps!  For most folks, it is an amazing and life changing experi-

ence.  Former campers often want to return every year.  Contact Suzette Ryder (573) 690-5048 or 

e-mail at rydersuzette@gmail.com.  Make plans now to attend   

I Y F July 18-20   and/or   Spectacular  July 21-28 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Y F and SPEC  for High School Youth 
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IYF July 18-20  
 

IYF occurs every 4 years.  It is an experience 

including worship, spiritual education, small-

group experiences, plus an opportunity to 

engage with people from different cultures.  

IYF is held in Independence, MO at the Com-

munity of Christ Temple/Auditorium complex.   

 The total cost of IYF is $200  

Spectacular  July 21-28 
 
SPEC is an annual event and has many 
opportunities for youth to participate in 
leadership and discipleship development, 
diverse worship, and expression of arts, 
music, and sports.  SPEC is held on the 
campus of Graceland University (GU) in 
Lamoni, Iowa.  
 

The total cost of  SPEC is $435  

IYF and SPEC are sponsored by the Community of Christ and are offered for youth who have 
completed their ninth through twelfth grades.  Our delegation (Midwest Crossroads) includes 
Community of Christ’s four mission centers – Brush Creek, Chicago, Gateway and Kentucky/
Indiana.  For a video of SPEC 2017 and further information, please view the website:  
www.cofchrist.org/spec.  You may see people you know!  These camps will be treated sepa-
rately in our delegation but we would hope you can attend both camps. 
 
There are two required registration forms (one form is the official SPEC registration form that you only do 
online:     https://cofchrist.wufoo.com/forms/2018-spectacular-and-iyf-delegation-registration/  
The other form is our Midwest Crossroads delegation registration form that will be available on our Midwest 
Crossroads website.  Both forms need to be completed and signed by both the camper and a parent or 
guardian.  The forms need to be submitted no later than Friday, June 15, 2018.  
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/spectacular/ 

http://www.cofchrist.org/spec
https://cofchrist.wufoo.com/forms/2018-spectacular-and-iyf-delegation-registration/
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/spectacular/
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Sparta Congregation supports HOMESTEAD HOPE  
 
 Hosted by Community of Christ, 431 Hillcrest Drive, Sparta, Illinois.   In our efforts to help 

end poverty we have organized an outreach program helping families in need with furniture 

and other household items to get them started in a home.  

To support this new ministry, we are welcoming your donations of  the following;    

 Kitchen items (cups, plates, bowls, silverware, pots, pans)  

 Furniture for a household (couches, dining room table/chairs, beds, etc.)    

 Baby items (furniture, car seats, etc.)  

 

For questions and/or donations, please contact:  

 

Andy Ryder:  

812-582-8747 haryder@yahoo.com  

 

Kathleen Keller:  

618-317-5676  kkeller101814@gmail.com  

Donations accepted for  

Sparta project 

World Conference 2019 is fast approaching!  

Would you like to be a delegate? 

The date has returned to its previous location in the spring.  The dates of 

the next World Conference will be April 6 – 13, 2019.  Make your plans 

early!! 

Each jurisdiction around the world will be represented by elected dele-

gates – in our case, from Brush Creek Mission Center. 

We will vote for our slate of delegates at the Fall Mission Center Confer-

ence, scheduled for Saturday, November 3, 2018, in Salem, IL.  If you 

would like to place your name on the ballot for the 2019 World Confer-

ence held in Independence, MO, please submit your name to Joan Munter 

at jmunter@cofchrist.org , by September 1, 2018.   

Think about this opportunity to represent BCMC at our important, every 

three year, World Conference.  

Don’t be late!!! 

Joan 
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mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
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Georgetown Community of Christ is supporting Rescue Us, a local multi church chapter of RU Ministries 
International of Rockford, IL and has 2 members in leadership roles. RU is a  program that helps people 
build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ to overcome addiction. The Georgetown RU meeting is sup-
ported by several churches and meets at 6:30 every Friday evening staffed with leadership personnel 
and  monetary support from several churches in our Ministerial Association.  
 
The core tools for addiction release are: acceptance of each person, a commitment from each person to 
purchase a work book, to study and memorize the Scripture lesson challenges, which convey to the group 
how God is helping them.  The first set of lessons is, "If God is against it so am  I."  We have been meeting 
for over 3 years and have had approximately 300 people come in to seek help. Not all of them have 
stayed. A few come for awhile, drop out, but come back. A few are committed to doing the work and are 
changing their life and inviting other people to come. 
  
It is difficult to really give you an understanding of  how this actually works, but it has a much better suc-
cess rate than the more secular programs that most of us are aware of.  Each life saved from addiction re-
quires a mighty act of God and is a victory in the Lord.  
 
Our local ministerial association GRAMA has planned an RU fundraiser on Wednesday evening, June 20th 
at 5:45 PM at the First Church of Christ in Georgetown with Benjamin Burke, the International Director of 
RU Ministries as the keynote speaker. All donations will go to support the Georgetown Rescue Us Minis-
tries Chapter. 

Ernest Rumple 

zipjeanrmpl@sbcglobal.net 

  Last year, the city of Mt. Vernon Illinois was host to a wonderful event called “Christian Family Day” .  Numerous 

churches surrounding the Mt. Vernon, Illinois area came together to celebrate and support Christianity.  The Mt. 

Vernon Congregation, as well as some mission center volunteers, were fortunate to be a part of this event. 

 

Due to the tremendous positive feedback, in the Mt. Vernon area, the Christian Family Day  event will be held this 

year on August 25th from 11am to 6pm.  Once again the Mt. Vernon Congregation will be participating in this 

event.  And once again we would like to extend an invitation to anyone who would like to help us out.  We have 

decided to host a corn-hole game where kids both big and small can play for  a chance to win prizes. If you are 

interested in participating in this event or helping out by donating “prizes” please contact me via my email at: 

douglasachaffee@hotmail.com or call me at 618-835-2064.  For more information on the Christian Family Day, visit 

tourism@mtvernon.com. 

 

Thank you and God bless 

Douglas Chaffee 

douglasachaffee@hotmail.com 
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Mt. Vernon Illinois Christian Family Day   

Georgetown Illinois supports Rescue Us Ministries   

mailto:zipjeanrmpl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:douglasachaffee@hotmail.com
mailto:tourism@mtvernon.com
mailto:douglasachaffee@hotmail.com
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Let’s Communicate in our Churches         Evangelist Corner with Marvin Kleinau 

 kleinau@frontier.com 

If that is the case  some of the evangelists  think we are missing the boat.  The success-

ful churches emerging in the past  ten to twenty years  have spent a good  deal  of 

time  looking at their worship and evangelism and adjusting to the needs of the peo-

ple.    

            One of  the common questions being discussed in growing churches is related 

to “how  we  worship on  Sunday mornings.” Amother  is “how can 

we  learn  to  love  our neighbors.?” Still another is  “how can we use the Bible and 

other books to  bring God into  our daily  lives?”   

            You  may be thinking, those questions have already been asked and an-

swered  when you were growing up.  If you  believe that then  you  need to  ask your-

self  the question, “why are we not growing?”   Or, “why is God such a mystery after 

all  these years.?” Or better yet,  “why can’t we love  each other all  the time ?” 

            I think it is time to be honest with ourselves  and our  fellow  church  go-

ers,  and talk about  the  subject  most important in our lives,   “loving God.” 

            Why  not encourage your pastor to set aside  some  time   on a Sunday morn-

ing to discuss  the life  of the church.  Pick  a topic and  just begin to talk  about it. 

You will be surprised how  good a  feeling can come  from learning about  your-

selves.  

Evangelist  Marvin Kleinau               

The number one skill corporations look for in 

hiring college graduates is the ability to commu-

nicate. Businesses believe a high level of effec-

tive communication is  what makes  their corpo-

ration succeed. 

 We don’t do well in that respect in our churches. 

We tend to be a one way road and  as a re-

sult  we  are much less  successful in growing 

and in building congregational faith. Perhaps the 

reason for our hesitancy is  related to our belief 

that loving God is a  very private matter. 

mailto:kleinau@frontier.com
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Faithful Christian Women's Day 

 
On Saturday, April 28, the Fairfield Community of Christ Church held their seventh annual 

Faithful Christian Women's Day.  The speakers for the day were Marilyn Morris from 

Thompsonville, and Erin Case from Newburgh, IN.  Everyone in attendance was blessed 

with a wonderful experience to hear these two Christian women share their stories.   

 

A delicious meal was provided and then the afternoon consisted of some songs, stories, and 

the closing send out with a wish for safe travel home for everyone.  Several from the Mis-

sion Center were able to attend and share in the day. 

 

 Karen Zimmerman  

(618)516-4040 or  

at kyzimm50@gmail.com 
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Anyone who likes to sew or piece quilts together is invited to attend a Quilt Retreat at Brush Creek 

Campground.  Join other quilters from Johnsonville, Cisne, Fairfield, Flora, Olney, and Southern Illi-

nois for this retreat.   

Wednesday, August 8, Thursday, August  9, and ending Friday, August 10.  $50 / a night  

For more information contact Sue Green   

1206 Ligo Lane 

Fairfield, Illinois  62837 

suegreen1938@yahoo.com 

Ph/text:   618-919-3030 

Quilt Retreat 
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RECORDER INFOGRAPHIC 

Thanks to BCMC Recorder,  

Karen Zimmerman 

 

The information is based on  

Recorder Congregational informa-

tion as submitted.   

 

Some figures may not reflect active 

membership data.  Membership 

data may include inactive member-

ships.   

 

  

 



2018 Date Event Location 

June 5-9 Junior Camp  Tues—Sat Brush Creek 

June 16-22 June Reunion    Sat—Fri Brush Creek 

June 17 Father’s Day  

June 23-29 Senior High Camp    Sun—Fri Brush Creek 

July 4 Independence Day     Wednesday  

July 7-13 Junior High Camp    Sat—Fri Brush Creek 

July 14-20 July Reunion    Sat—Fri Brush Creek 

July 19-20 IYF    Thu—Fri  (leave Wednesday) Independence, MO 

July 21-28 Spectacular    Sat-Sat (leave Fri) Graceland University 

Sept 3 Labor Day   

Sep 14—16 Women’s Retreat Brush Creek 

Oct 1 Graceland University Homecoming Lamoni, IA 

Nov 3 BCMC Fall Conference    Saturday Salem 

Nov 22-23 Thanksgiving   

Dec 25 Christmas    Tuesday  

Dec 30-Jan 1 Hydration Youth Retreat    Sun-Tue Brush Creek 

   

Schedule of Events 

Community of Christ 

 

Brush Creek 

Mission Center 

2018 

The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges newsletter  

The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges Newsletter began in 2004 and is currently 
scheduled for publication the middle of the following months; February, April, June, August, 
October, and December.     
 
Submissions may be e-mailed to Donna at donnagreensavage@yahoo.com.   Items larger 
than a few sentences should be sent as a WORD document. 
 
Current and past editions are archived on the BCMC website at the following link;   
 
  https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/  
 
 

 If you wish to receive the e-Bridges newsletter directly in your e-mail inbox, please send a 
message to    BradBryant70@gmail.com  

mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com?subject=eBridges
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com


Brush Creek Mission Center 

Joan Munter, 

Mission Center President   

  618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives  

Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

Chris Ober, 

BCMC Financial Officer  

cober@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Donna Savage, 

BCMC e-Bridges Editor   

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

We are 25 congregations across Central and Southern Illinois,  that are part of a world-

wide church known as Community of Christ.   

Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.   Our mission is to invite people to Christ, pursue peace on earth, abolish suffering, 

experience congregations in mission and develop disciples to serve.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

Brush Creek reunions, camps and retreats allow us to experience the kingdom of God on 

Earth.   Our heritage, our friendships, and our shared Christian mission unite us and 

strengthen us.         

 

Saturday, June 16 2018 
 

Registration opens at 2:30pm 

 

Sunday,  June 17 2018 
 

Sunday Preaching Service     

  10:15am with Stassi Cram 

   7:00pm with John Wight 

June Reunion  

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:cober@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges%20
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com

