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       DID YOU SEE IT? 

No, not the solar eclipse.   
 

Did you see the way information about this phenomenon spread – so 

quickly, so thoroughly?   So much excitement and interest.  Willingness 

to drive miles and miles to be in the path of totality, even in very con-

gested traffic.  Hotels and campsites full of those paying hugely inflated 

amounts for a nearby place to stay.  Others paying thousands of dollars 

just for an eight foot square of lawn or field on which to pitch a tent.  

All of this to see something which lasted two or three minutes.  They 

wanted to be there, to be in the crowd, to live the experience.   
Does this sound familiar? 

 
You’ve heard a similar story before. 

 
Even with no news on t.v., nor social media, nor the internet, nor 

phones, there was a time when the word spread very quickly about an-

other sun experience.  Only that time it was a different kind of sun – 

that time it was the Son of God who drew huge crowds.  People came 

from all over, miles away, to get a glimpse of the Son, to hear what he 

was saying, and to see the amazing things He was doing.  The only 

means of communication was word of mouth.  We can do that again.   

No solar glasses required! 

          

     Joan 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
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The total solar eclipse passed across the continental United States on 

Aug. 21, 2017.  Many people in southern Illinois were in the shadow’s 

path.   Wearing cardboard eclipse glasses we all looked skyward for a 

glimpse of the moon directly in front of the sun.  Many people from other 

parts of the state or areas out of state traveled to southern Illinois for a 

better view.   With so many wide open spaces, most areas saw an influx of 

people, but were not congested.  The Shawnee National Forest and the 

SIU Arena were popular locations.   Interstates, highways and roads were 

a stream of bumper to bumper vehicles with people heading home after 

the event.  

DID YOU SEE IT?    -  The Eclipse ….? 

Women's Retreat!  September 22-24th  2017...Don’t Miss It! 
 
  Register on-line;  https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/2017-womens-retreat/ 
 

It’s time ladies to nurture yourselves! Explore your greater depths and potential! 

Relax and rejuvenate, and much more! Mark your calendar for Women’s Retreat 2016! 

 

The Retreat will be held at Brush Creek Campground.  Check in begins Friday at 4pm.  Enjoy a full 

day of worship and activities on Saturday.  The retreat ends following the Sunday morning 9am wor-

ship.  You can plan on a great weekend for fellowship, great ministry, wonderful meals and fun!! 

 

 

Guest minister Apostle Barbara Carter!  Barbara is a  member of the Council of 

Twelve Apostles assigned to the Southeast USA Mission Field, Ecumenical 

and Interfaith Ministries, Spectacular, and the International Youth Forum.  We 

look forward to sharing with her again.   

 

 

For more information you can contact Deby Klein 217-720-7211      
debyklein@gmail.com 

 

The cost for the entire weekend is $35.  Saturday only is $20.   

       

    

 

"Come to a place to uplift and encourage 

   your spirit…...,  

    

   sprinkled with fun!"  

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/2017-womens-retreat/
mailto:debyklein@gmail.com
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 Church Members Receive Aid After Harvey Hits 
         8/31/2017 
As floodwaters from Tropical Storm Harvey begin to recede in and around Houston, Texas, ministry is be-

ing provided by the World Church and local congregations to displaced members. 

   

Moana S. Faana, field support minister for the South Central USA Mission Field, is directing Community of 

Christ aid in the area. To donate, use eTithing and specify Texas Flood Relief. For more information email 

HarveyRelief@CofChrist.org.  

  

In addition to eTithing, donors may send checks made to the Presiding Bishopric with “Harvey flood relief” 

on the memo line of the check. Mail checks to Community of Christ International Headquarters, 1001 W. 

Walnut St., Independence, MO 64050-3562.  

 

 

 

Statement on Violence in Charlottesville, VA 

The First Presidency released the following statement on Monday, 14 August 2017.  

 

Community of Christ condemns racist and religious hate groups throughout the world, including white-

supremacy and anti-Semitic movements in the USA.  We join with those who stand against attempts to di-

minish the inherent worth of any person, faith tradition, or ethnicity. The church is committed to pursuing 

Christ’s vision of compassion, non-violence, equality, and peace for all people.  

      THE FIRST PRESIDENCY of Community of Christ  

 

 

 

 

President Veazey Shares Thoughts on  

Tithing and Spiritual Growth 

 
A video statement released recently on www.CofChrist.org as a DVD explains 

the urgent need for giving, specifically to Worldwide Mission Tithes. President 

Steve Veazey reminds Community of Christ members that "sharing for the com-

mon good is the spirit of Zion." 

 

He emphasizes that $14.9 million in tithing is needed by the end of 2017 to meet 

the Worldwide Mission budget. Without that amount, ministries and staff could be cut. 

Veazey points to eTithing, which enables recurring electronic payments. "I invite you to experience the 
joy the spiritual practice of generosity," he says.     

http://www.cofchrist.org/give
http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=5e30e5121f&e=5e2a363e48
http://www.cochrist.org
http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=7633c6b67a&e=5e2a363e48
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2017 Camping Season Ends 
 

I will have to say that I truly love our church tradition of 

gathering each summer at the campground for fun, fel-

lowship and worship.  It has proven to be a time to draw 

apart from the world and worship together.  A time 

when families and friends reunite.  A time when those 

from small congregations feel a sense of a large church 

family.  A time when we see so many volunteer for 

chores like KP, cleaning restrooms, sweeping floors, driv-

ing golf carts, folding laundry, teaching class, lifeguarding, 

cooking and the list goes on and on – just so we all can 

spend quality time together. 

 

We celebrate our mission, our faith and our ability to show our generosity.  We give of our resources 

freely in order to maintain our camping program for young and for old and to support the needs of the 

grounds.   And this year “our cup overflows”  because of your generous financial support.  Thank you one 

and all. 

The offerings given to the campground will ensure that our mission center camps  continue, our caretaker 

is funded and the ongoing upkeep of the buildings, equipment and grounds are possible.  Please note the 

contribution given to the campgrounds on the 2017 Reunion – Income and Expense Summary found on 

the next page of this e-Bridges.    

Our campground focus will remain on the mission of Jesus; inviting others, developing disciples to serve 

and pursuing peace on earth.  We have been promised great power from on high and we have claimed 

that promise. Glory be to God.  

Blessings to all… 

Chris Ober 

Brush Creek Mission Center Financial Officer 

(June Reunion Co-Director) 

Fully Awake & Ready to Respond 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference 

 Saturday,  November  4, 2017 

 Salem , Illinois Community of Christ   
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  Income:         

June & July Registration - 477  17,250.60  avg. $36.16 

June & July Offerings   109,828.68    

June & July Reg. & Offerings Income Total: 127,079.28    

Other Income:        

Book Store Income    1,357.90    

Canteen Income    4,855.09    

Total Other Income:   6,212.99    

         

Grand Total of June & July Reunion Income: 133,292.27    

         

Expense         

Food Cost    19,057.14    

Canteen Supplies    2,987.37    

Golf Carts    1,550.00    

Worship Supplies    247.89    

Life Guard    420.00    

BC Mission Center Kitchen Coordinator 400.00    

Office Supplies    156.60    

Registration Supplies   196.32    

Postage     49.00    

Piano Tuning    95.00    

Guest Ministry    459.38    

Guest Ministry Bedding   40.76    

Fishing Tournament & Kids Materials  37.79    

Quiet Bags    31.42    

Adult Classroom Supplies   31.08    

Youth Classroom Materials & Supplies  156.83    

Junior High Classroom Materials & Supplies 100.00    

Senior High Classroom Materials & Supplies 100.00    

Herald House Books & Nauvoo Books  1,812.88    

Total Expense:    27,929.46    

 June & July Reunion Net Income vs Expenses: 105,362.81   

Donation for Old Lodge Roof      27,000.00 

Amount Due BC Campgrounds - 477 campers @ $19.00 per person / 6 days  54,378.00 

    Total for Brush Creek Campgrounds  81,378.00 

BC Mission Center Income over Expenses:  23,984.81   

WIFI Income       2,586.07 

2017 Pledges for Brush Creek Campgrounds    16,255.00 

Income for Spec.       1,360.00 

BC Mission Center gave to Brush Creek Campgrounds: $105,362.81   

2017 Reunion - Income & Expense Summary 
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 Apostle Art Smith and Family 

The family of Dorothy Ryder 

2017 

June  

Reunion 

Joan Munter and Family 

Anthony and Megan Hargett and family 
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2017 
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Caretakers Corner 

    What a Summer of Camping! 
 

 Thanks again for all the support this summer at all of our camps.  Brush Creek again provided a safe 

place and the opportunity to bring everyone a little closer to Jesus. We have had well over 1,300 

campers so far this season.  We still have a Wedding, Family reunions, Women’s retreat and Hydra-

tion to finish out 2017.   

 

With your generosity the new steel roof for the old lodge will be done this fall... Alleluia.   Our good 

friends, the Cumberland Presbyterian campers, donated a memorial bench made from plastic bottle 

caps.  It is fantastic!  Many of you donated thru collections at the canteen the last 2 summers and we 

want to continue this.  Save those  plastic bottle caps, butter tub lids and we will collect them next 

summer.  Bring them with you to camp in 2018.  

 

We look forward to seeing some of you this fall at Women’s retreat and maybe at Mission Center Fall 

Conference. Again a Great Big Thank You because it takes all of us to make this place one of God’s 

special places. 

See you soon! 

Dave McArthur      

https://bcmissioncenter.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/bclake.png
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Spectactular 2017 

Brush Creek  

Youth Camps 

2017 

Youth Camps  Did you experience it? 

 

Did you attend as camper or staff ? 

 

Thank you for sharing and making it 

another amazing Summer. 
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 Brush Creek Congregation News 

 

 
 On August 13, 2017, Sue Bennett was ordained to the 

office of Elder by Evangelist Dale Warren and assisted 

by Elder Sandy Fleming.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Brush Creek Congregation is ensuring 

that the iconic Log Cabin Caudle School 

House will survive many more years.   

 
Workers have been repairing the mortar be-

tween the ancient logs with a procedure 

called “chinking.  The existing log chinking 

was in bad shape letting water in and causing 

the logs to deteriorate.    

 

Have you heard the news from Herald House? 
  

There’s a fresh, new www.HeraldHouse.org! 

  

The new website has a clean, easy-to-use design and secure checkout. Customers can create 

accounts, rate products, and add comments. View the site on desktop computers, tablets, or 

smartphones. 

  

  

Shipping and handling fees for the new website are based on shipping costs, where the former 

site’s fees in most cases were based on order totals. Missouri congregations that set up an ac-

count on the new website must contact sales@heraldhouse.org prior to placing their first order so 

that merchandise can be tax exempt. 

  

       Visit www.HeraldHouse.org today!  

 

http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=fe9c656d68&e=5e2a363e48
mailto:sales@heraldhouse.org
http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=99d70c96b6&e=5e2a363e48
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Blackberry Henson Researcher 

 

I have spent the past year an half researching Blackberry 

Henson.  I have concluded my research and put it in this 220 

page book with 110,000 words with over 80 resources and over 

600 documents, including, newspaper articles, obituaries,  gov-

ernment documents, family records, tombstones, and church re-

cords.   I did this in honor of my grandfather Bert Henson who 

told me of the legend of Blackberry.  

 

 It is a biography of Blackberry, but to understand Blackberry it is essential that you understand the 

evolution of the Mormon and RLDS Church in Southern Illinois.  I have dedicated a great deal of it 

to the founding of the Brush Creek and Poplar Creek Church.  The RLDS Church would not exist in 

Southern Illinois except for the perseverance the early missionaries to stand up against the forces 

that fought strongly against it.   It took strong men who were leaders,  such as T.P. Green (John 

Skelton’s g.g. grandfather) and Blackberry to challenge the doubters and to stand strong against the 

opposition.   If you believe in the RLDS Church, you owe them your gratitude.  If you are suc-

cessful in your job you owe part of it to the genetics you inherited from them. 

  

I hope you enjoy reading my book.  Below is a link to it.  Click on the link below and it should 

take you to the full 220 page document.  If you have trouble opening it let me know and I can 

email you a copy.  Also, I am putting it on Amazon tomorrow so if you would like a hard copy you 

can order it from them, or let me know and I will send you a hard copy.  

  

I also have about 600 documents I can share with descendants who are doing research and want to 

see the original documents. 

  

I hope to expose all of his descendants to this information so please share with your sisters, brothers, 

children, grandchildren and cousins so that his memory lives on.   

  

Happy Birthday to a great man, Blackberry Henson! 

 Jim Knauss, Great-great-great grandson 

Jim Knauss <jim.knauss@outlook.com> 

They Called him Blackberry. 

mailto:jim.knauss@outlook.com
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23r7MvuTJO3VVNFQUZkTnpjYjA
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Evangelist Corner 
 

I have been in  the field of communications  for over  seventy years and I have 

studied sufficiently to hold a doctoral degree in that area. As an evangelist 

seeking to represent my calling I have tried to bring the two subjects, commu-

nication and religion, into one package. I  can promise you the      results are 

clear and meaningful. Organized followers of Jesus the Christ  will  never 

have a truly worshipful  home or  church unless they take seriously the  role 

of  communication in  their lives.  

 

The basic problem is simply enough:  when it comes to Jesus and the  Trinity, each of us has a slightly 

different understanding . We can't help it because we have formed our understanding of  God 

from  different sources, different influences. 

 

Look to communion,  one of our important sacraments, and you will  see a half dozen differences. 

Open--closed--symbolic, actual  body  of Christ,  member, anyone: each a position held by millions of 

people, all thinking they are right.  The problem with different  levels of understanding is that we 

hold  those opinions regardless of the consequence when we try to live together and worship 

together. We know  what we know and I am right and the  other person is wrong. The result  is we 

have  made emotional  decisions without the various points of view being discussed by the differ-

ing  parties.  WE FAIL TO LOOK FOR COMMONALITY IN OUR MANY BELIEFS. 

 

 As an evangelist I pray one  specific prayer every day.  "Lord, please  guide us past our cast in stone 

understanding of you.  Prompt us to listen to the other beliefs. Prompt us to talk freely  with those that 

see you  in a  slightly different  light.  Oh Lord,  teach us to love so much we will yearn  to hear 

what  someone else has experienced.  Encourage each of us to be the one who will say,  'let's talk 

about  it.'" 

 

    Marvin Kleinau  <kleinau@frontier.com> 

 

 The nature of community can be complicated. Community, like all relationships, requires we give up 

control, we make ourselves available, and we open up to the possibility that we may get hurt. I know, 

it's a risky place to be. But, when a group of people are united and working for a common cause, the 

power is undeniable. 

Work hard to believe in the people around you, invest in them, celebrate them, and listen to them. A 

healthy community is not one void of conflict, it's one that uses conflict to sharpen their belief in each 

other. Don't forget, we can do more together than we can alone. http://www.urbanconfessional.org  

mailto:kleinau@frontier.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.urbanconfessional.org%2F&h=ATOBBZiZ7Y9DsVl4HRl-EKK5Zz7XNMqRqv2Yd95v7WCH8ZKjG9ZEObXPkkNJ0aeuFa7V9eETetAC9sa-b9WctLBgDcHHSTMquCv8gh_30RstQFWMJh2Qevjxj_-Zu2Nm2ucHRK6FBAu6YgdsrX6Hh3AnnfgpsLOWsUheJO8KExkWGpLTArz7_Nj4
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Tech Talk 
 
 
Many of you are aware that we’ve used the free ooVoo video 
conferencing software in the past, to help us host small group 
online meetings.  Well...  as some of you have noticed, ooVoo 
has apparently “improved” their product, and lost most of the 
features that we/I rely on.  As such, I’ve pretty much “given up” 
on that tool for BCMC communication use.  
  
I’ll offer 3 alternatives, that you might find helpful as you chat with and among congrega-
tions throughout BCMC and around the world: 
  

  Skype is a free product, now built-in to Windows 10 and/or Office365, that will allow you to 
connect with up to 25 other folks in a video/audio conference call (skype.com). Mobile versions are 
also available: https://www.skype.com/en/download-skype/skype-for-mobile/ Need a free copy for 
earlier versions of Windows? https://www.skype.com/en/download-skype/skype-for-windows/ 

  www.FreeConferenceCall.com allows for larger audio/video meetings (up to 1,000), screen 
& application sharing, recording, and other helpful features. 

  A newly released product from the makers of TeamViewer: www.Blizz.com.  I started ex-
perimenting with that last night.  The free version allows small groups (up to 5) to video chat, 
screen share, record, etc. 

 As we move forward, I may invite you to install and use one of these 3 free products, in-
stead of ooVoo.  Sorry ooVoo!  You were a good partner, for a long time! 
  
I’ll also continue to use TeamViewer for providing remote PC and other device support 
across the BCMC area! 
       Brad Bryant 

The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges newsletter  
 
The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges Newsletter began in 2004 and is currently scheduled for publication the mid-
dle of the following months; February, April, June, August, October, and December.   
 
Submissions may be e-mailed to Donna at donnagreensavage@yahoo.com.   Items larger than a few sentences should 
be sent as a WORD document. 
 
Current and past editions are archived on the BCMC website at the following link;   
 

  https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/  
 

https://www.skype.com/en/download-skype/skype-for-mobile/
https://www.skype.com/en/download-skype/skype-for-windows/
http://www.FreeConferenceCall.com
http://www.Blizz.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com?subject=eBridges
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/
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BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -       
We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a 

world-wide church. 

 
Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and 

promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.  

 
We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The 

campground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth 

camps.  The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  

The lake, the bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground because 

so many people for so many years meet God on these grounds.        

Brush Creek Mission Center 2017  Dates  
  

September 4 Monday  Labor Day 

September 21 Thursday International Day of Peace 

September 23 Friday  First Day of Autumn 

Sept 22—24 Fri - Sun  Brush Creek Women’s Retreat 

October 9 Monday  Columbus Day 

October 15 Sunday  Outreach International Day 

Nov 4  Saturday Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference 

Nov 11  Saturday Veteran’s Day 

Nov 23  Thursday Thanksgiving Day 

Dec 21  Thursday First Day of Winter 

Dec 25  Monday  Christmas Day 

Dec 30 - Jan 1   Brush Creek Youth Hydration Retreat 

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:cober@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges%20
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com

