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. . . a thrill of hope,  

the weary world rejoices! 
 

When the first Christmas trees appear in WalMart each year, my excitement for the season 

ahead begins.  (Of course, that early appearance happens shortly after Halloween.)  I imme-

diately begin looking for all of those “things” which signal the celebration ahead; things such 

as the perfect Christmas card to send to family and friends.  I comb through the stacked 

boxes to find just the one that expresses the thoughts I want to share.  I knew immediately 

when I saw the above phrase on a box of small, dark blue cards, I had found exactly the 

right one for this year. 

 

It is obvious our world is weary and needs to re-connect with the birth of that ‘thrill of 

hope’.  We are stressed by a long list of worries and concerns, fears and uncertainties, 

which plague our lives and those of so many we know and love as well as millions we have 

never met.  What can we do to bring the thrill of hope and a spirit of rejoicing to our hurt-

ing world?   

 

Recently, as I prepared a sermon to share with our Taylorville congregation, I read the 

story in the book of Luke about Jesus continuing to minister to those around as He hung on 

the cross – asking God to “forgive them for they know not what they do” and to the thief 

who hung next to Him, assuring the guilty man he would be with Him in Paradise. The 

words “Love ye me and love all people – love as I have loved you” came to me and I 

searched my memory for the hymn containing those words.  Oh yes – Hymn CCS 604 – O 

My People, Saith the Spirit!  hear the word of God today.  In the third stanza we sing: 

Love ye me and love all people – love as I have loved you; 

this your calling – this my purpose – thus be my disciples true.  

Then in this exalted station your companion I will be; 

every promise of my scriptures will be verified in thee.  

 

Share the thrill of hope with your weary world!  Merry Christmas! 

           

       Joan 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
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All Brush Creek Mission Center  

Priesthood and Spouses  
 

SAVE THE  

FOLLOWING DATE!!!!! 
 

Watch your email inbox or listen carefully to announcements coming soon! 

 

Friday evening, February 3, and Saturday, February 4, 2017 
 

Seventy and former Apostle Andrew Bolton, who was a guest minister at our  

June 2016 Reunion, will lead us in  

  

TEAM JESUS IN THE WORLD – NOT A ONE MAN MINISTRY! 

 

This will be a time of learning and inspiration as well as a wonderful experience of fel-

lowship with others who share many of the same concerns and needs. 

 
Currently the Salem congregation is involved in a Sunday morning study class which promotes the 

principles of the Develop Disciples to Serve mission initiative.  They plan on submitting a grant applica-

tion for Mission Initiative funds to support this priesthood event.  If approved, the grant will provide 

housing for those traveling long distances.   

Keep watching and listening for more information to follow ... 

– schedule, registration form, etc.  

 

Don’t miss this opportunity!! 

 
 

Christmas Greetings 
 

We join the World Church and invite you to follow this link 

and  watch this Christmas greeting from the Community of 

Christ First Presidency.  

 
May you continue to "Choose Hope" this holiday season and 

throughout the year.  

http://www.cofchrist.org/resources?tags=English-Home-Resource#/1595/a-christmas-greeting


 

 December 2016 

Hydration Retreat   

-  Welcome the New Year from Brush Creek 

 

Registrations is from 3:30 – 5:30pm on Friday December 30th 

Hydration ends at 12:00 Noon on Sunday, January 1st 

 

  

STEP UP is the 2016 Hydration Retreat Theme.  Join us and welcome in  the 

New Year with all your Brush Creek Friends.  Our New Year’s Camp is tar-

geted to Junior High and High School students.  Last year there was a huge 

turn-out.   The fee for the retreat is  35 dollars.  Check the website for the 

Registration form:   

 

   https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/ 

 

  MERRY CHRISTMAS and I look forward to seeing you at Hydration RETREAT.  

           -Tyler Mink  

BCMC Camping 2017 Dates 
 

    June 4-8         Junior Camp 

  June 17-23     June Reunion 

   June 24-30    Senior High 

   July 8-14       Junior High 

   July 15-21     July Reunion 

 July 22—29 SPEC 

 

Please note the revised dates for Senior High Camp.  The previous e-Bridges gave the date as June 25 thru July 1st.  

The revised dates of June 24 thru 30th will avoid any conflict with the July 4th weekend.  Thank you. 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/
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Pastor Cluster Meetings 2017 
 

March, April and May, 2017 

 

Just a heads up about Pastor Cluster Meetings which will be held on Sunday afternoons 

in six locations throughout the Mission Centers. 

 

A schedule will be provided after the first of the year.   

 

These meetings will be similar to the Pastors and Counselors meetings at the Reunions.  

 

These will be the cluster groups.  The first congregation listed will be the location of 

the meeting.  We will be working with the host pastors to determine the best dates for 

each one.  

 

Marion    Salem 

Carbondale    Brush Creek 

Eldorado    Centralia 

Massac Creek   Poplar Creek 

Tunnel Hill    Sparta 

 

 

Effingham    Jacksonville 

Martinsville    Beardstown 

Pana     Springfield 

Sawyerville    Taylorville 

 

 

Fairfield    Decatur 

Flora     Bloomington 

Mt. Vernon    Georgetown 

Thompsonville 
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BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  

 Fall CONFERENCE 2016 

 
The Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference was held Saturday, November 5, 2016 at the Salem 

church.  A nice crowd enjoyed the breakfast and fellowship.   Keith McMillan brought the morning wor-

ship message centered on the  theme Come just as you are.   

 

A pre-legislation session covered many topics prior to the Conference Business  session.  Financial mat-

ters were covered including the Campground annual fund and the Campground Dedicated Fund. 

(previously called the Endowment fund)  Chris Ober shared the Mission Center Financial Report and 

Rick Forth shared the  Campground Financial Report.   Committees were updated and Brush Creek Mis-

sion Center and Campground business was completed.   Thank you to everyone that participated.    

 

News from the Fairfield Congregation 
 
This was the second year that Fairfield has participated in the National campaign 

with Operation Christmas Child.  13 Plastic shoe boxes were filled for distribution 

and international relief.  It is fun to collect items and fill the shoe boxes.   

 

 
Fairfield Congregation again collected donations and purchased 25 turkeys to donate to a local Area Development 

organization.  The turkeys were then distributed to assist families with their Thanksgiving meal.   

 
While Joyce Caudle was in line at the grocery store with a cart full of turkeys the shopper next to her inquired 

about her purchase.  After learning of the generosity of Community of Christ the shopper moved to make a dona-

tion and expressed his appreciation of our project.   
 

 

Thank you to all our Brush Creek Mission Center congregations, 
families, members and friends.   You live out CHRIST”S MISSION 
in your communities and in the world.  Continue to share the love 
of Christ and be blessed to be a blessing in the coming new year.  
Continue to share your good news and great joy.    
      Merry Christmas    
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From Brush Creek Congregation 

 

Leaves were not the only thing falling in November at Brush Creek Congregation- our basement, which 

has been under water proofing construction, a wall brought down to create larger classrooms, and new dry-

wall which will require cleaning and painting.  A work in progress, yet slowly, and surely, something to be 

used in outreach and ministry in our community.  So representative to what all of us are feeling as 2016 

comes to the end, and 2017 beckons us to tear down any walls of obstacles in our way as we respond to the 

calling of Christ through service- it’s a humbling and difficult task at times, construction can be messy and 

seem disorganized, however, also freeing us from past boundaries to propel into new challenges and joys 

as we labor together. 

  

From Mt. Vernon Congregation 

 

The Mt. Vernon congregation was blessed to have provided a worship service and potluck to the residents 

of Lifeboat Alliance Family Shelter on Sunday, Nov. 20, 2016.  Billy Garrison graciously provided the bbq 

and Centralia's congregation, as well as a few other volunteers, joined us on this holiday endeavor.  We 

would like to thank those  that helped.   



 

Page 7 December 2016 

BRUSH CREEK CAMPGROUNDS—A BRIDGE OF HOPE   12/7/2016 
 
Financial update:  Recently, the campgrounds was blessed with a generous gift of $93,581.97 from a faithful 

steward, Stanley Greathouse, father of Ann Schwengel.  Stanley’s gift came at an appropriate time for our 

checking account would not carry us past April.  Expenses for the next six months will be close to $25,000.  We 

have had to put off needed maintenance projects due to lack of funds. 

 

Spring projects are:  Painting the pool and replacing filters.  Sealing the roof on the old lodge will give us ten 

years. Replacing the HVAC in the dining hall with more efficient heat and A/C. Future projects are HVAC for 

the auditorium and roof repairs  plus roof for the red brick building. 

 

At the July reunion Dan Martin announced  the “BRIDGE OF HOPE” , two capital campaign programs for the 

purpose of funding the campgrounds and the ministry we all receive: 

 

The “$5.00 for 1 Minute” (Annual Fund) monies will go towards daily operational expenses.  Any person or 

congregation can purchase time.  You can designate on your envelopes  or send the money directly to Chris 

Ober, Mission Center Financial Officer, she will transfer funds to the campgrounds. 

 

The second fund is to grow a “one million dollar dedicated fund” (Campground Dedicated Fund) for the 

purpose of using the interest to off-set future expenses and maintenance projects.  This could include special 

gifts, trusts, property, insurance or wills.  Rick Forth, Campgrounds Treasurer is Chairperson for Dedicated 

Funds.    

   $100,331.97   Memorial contributions in 2016 !!!!!!  

 

The BRIDGE OF HOPE is about saving our campgrounds, now and for future generations. Brush Creek’s name is more 

than a historical place and date in the history of southern Illinois and the church.  It was on December 1842 when a small 

group of people organized a church called Brush Creek.  This congregation gave birth to Poplar Creek, to Tunnel Hill, to 

Fairfield, to Flora, to Marion, to Decatur….and the list goes on.  As these congregations grew in testimony and members 

they wanted to make a permanent home for their reunion and so the district (SE Illinois) purchased four acres in 1920.  

 

It is 96 years later and the campground has  grown to 91 acres, two reunions and three youth camps.  Brush Creek has be-

come a living testimony of fellowship, worship, stewardship, and faith.  Thousands of people have found themselves, and 

their Lord at a place where all have worth.  Let us keep it alive in our presence and memories so our grandchildren and great 

grandchildren will have a place to learn about Jesus, to worship to experience what we have experienced. 

 

I am recruiting ambassadors for the BRIDGE OF HOPE.  Already Dave McArthur and Daniel Collins 

have volunteered, looking for others to join in a campaign to preserve our heritage.  If you want to be 

an ambassador please contact John Etcheson (jetcheson38@gmail.com or 618-322-9279). 

       

 

Merry Christmas & Thanks for your support     
    Brush Creek Campground Board            John Etcheson 
 

 

mailto:jetcheson38@gmail.com
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Yes, YOU Can make a GIFT to Brush Creek! 
  
The Brush Creek Campground Board, and the BCMC Campground Fund Com-

mittee, have both approved moving forward with two efforts to improve our 

ability to finance the operations and ongoing development of Brush Creek 

Campgrounds into the future. 

 

 

   ·         “It’s About Time” - “$5 for 1 Minute” Campground Annual Fund 

·         Brush Creek “One Million Dollar” Campground Dedicated Fund 
  

 

Make your donation directly to your Congregational Financial Officer or to Chris Ober, Mission Center Finan-

cial Officer.    Contact Rick Forth, Campgrounds Treasurer concerning the Dedicated Fund. 

 

In addition, YOU can now also contribute to either or both of these funds online, through PayPal or using a 

Credit or Debit card.  To do so, please visit this page: 

           

    

    https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/campground/ 

  

 

 Thank you for your ongoing support of Christ’s life-changing ministries through your local congregation, the 

Brush Creek Mission Center, our campground, and to peoples and nations around the world!  Please continue 

to work toward “balanced giving”, so that Christ’s message of Zion can continue to reach people through all 

of these paths! 

  

   Merry Christmas from Fund Chairperson, Dan Martin 

A BRIDGE OF HOPE 12/7/2016 

 

We greatly appreciate these memorial funds for they 

have come at a critical time for needed maintenance.     

 

 $93,581.97    Stanley Greathouse memorial 

     $6,500.00    Priscilla Henson memorial 

        $250.00    Harold Knepper in memory of  

    Lu Queen’s daughter 

        _____________________________ 

 

 $100,331.97   Memorial contributions 2016  

 

 

  Merry Christmas & Thanks for your support  
   —  Brush Creek Campground Board             

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/campground/
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Evangelist Corner 
 

There comes a time in our everyday lives that we sit back and just look at ourselves.  What have 

we accomplished that day?  Did we help anyone?  Did we hurt anyone?  Some of us might even 

ask, “What does God think of me right now?” 

 

I know the answer to that question and I’ve known it for years.  God wants us to stop worrying about ourselves and 

start worrying about other people.  God wants us to be like Him, always present in the lives of those folks around 

us, trying our best to help them when they need help. 

Jesus told us this a long, long time ago.  The only time Jesus seemed to concentrate on himself was when He went 

into the hills or into the garden to pray.  The rest of the time Jesus was healing and teaching and blessing those that 

needed him. 

Let’s get one thing straight.  You have the capability to be like Jesus.  You can heal those deep in sorrow.  You can 

teach those that have not understood what the Bible teaches.  And above all, you can be a blessing to everyone by 

just being there when they need someone to lean on. 

As evangelists you know our calling.  We are determined to make you aware of the nature of being a servant of our 

Heavenly Father.  You can do this if you stop and ask the question, “Am I truly a believer?”  And remember the evan-

gelists are always on call to stand with you in your efforts. 

 

   Marvin Kleinau 

  Merry Christmas from the Evangelists  

  of the Brush Creek Mission Center 
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Brush Creek Mission Center  

DIMES for SPEC Fund    

 
Some forgot me in 2016.  

Hey!  I hold $100 in dimes. 

 

Let’s work toward SPEC 2017! 

Our delegation is GROWING!!! 

Are you saving your DIMES for SPEC??? 
 

I want to encourage every family and every congregation to save their DIMES for SPEC.  As our display shows 

you; one regular sized water bottle will hold $100 in dimes.  How many water bottles can you and your con-

gregations fill?  Send in your donation to our Mission Center Financial Officer.   

T-Shirt Design Contest! 
 

Brush Creek Camping Season 2017 T-Shirt Design Contest will be conducted soon.   

Watch the BCMC Website for details.   

CSI Applications! 
 
If you’re 13-14 years old, and would like to apply to serve on the staff at a future BCMC Youth Camp, apply 

now for one of the 6 open CSI positions (Camp Staff Interns) for 2016.  Click HERE to print and send in 

an application, and learn the ropes of becoming Camp Staff at a future BCMC Youth Camp! 

https://bcmissioncenter.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/csiapp.pdf
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Book of Mormon E-book Now Available 
 

Community of Christ announced today that the Book of Mormon is now available as an e-book for Amazon devices and apps. It 

joins the church’s e-book offerings online and its publication is the result of a team effort that spanned several years. Published 

by Herald Publishing House, this $9.99 e-book is divided into sections and has an extensively linked topical index. 

Community of Christ is registered as a charitable organization eligible to receive donations from the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

Connect to Community of Christ easily via this AmazonSmile link. 

For more information contact communications@CofChrist.org. 

 

 
Biography pages moved! 
  
On our prior website, we had created and published biography pages for many of our BCMC 
World Church ministers, including Evangelists, High Priests & Seventy. 
 
Deborah Van Heest, of our web team, has been busy behind the scenes, moving those over to 
our new site.  You can find these pages, and use them in local publicity as needed, by: 

1.    Visit BCMissionCenter.wordpress.com 

2.    Float your cursor over the “Our Ministries” menu 

3.    Click on BCMC Biographies 
 
 

  Merry Christmas from Brad Bryant and the Website Team 

Amazon SMILE Program  

          
You may be aware of the Amazon Smile program, that allows non-profit organizations to receive a per-
centage of your purchases. 
  
If you shop at Amazon, and are not already going there through the BCMC Shopping pages  please con-
sider using the Amazon Smile program to share proceeds with Community of Christ, to support global 
ministries! 
  
Thank you each, for shopping online in ways that bless BCMC and Community of Christ!  You can 
choose to support the World Church or the Brush Creek Mission Center.   
  
You can learn more about Amazon Smile here: 
             

   https://smile.amazon.com/gp/aw/ch/about  https://smile.amazon.com  
 

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm  

https://www.amazon.com/Book-Mormon-Revised-Authorized-Version-ebook/dp/B01N2IGSF1/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1479746706&sr=8-4&keywords=Book+of+Mormon+Community+of+Christ
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/44-0552038
mailto:communications@CofChrist.org?subject=BofM%20e-book
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/aw/ch/about
https://smile.amazon.com
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm
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 New USA Giving Opportunity –  

 Go Fund Mission! 

 

How to Submit a Local Project 

 
If a congregation has a project that needs funding, you can apply for your project to appear on GoFundMission.org.   

Learn how at the following link; www.GoFundMission.org/submit  

 

Watch for more information to be shared in the January/February edition of the Herald. 
 

The church launched www.GoFundMission.org for members and friends in the USA. GoFundMission is a commu-

nity-funding pilot website of the USA mission fields where you can give directly to a mission project.  

Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes are a disciple’s top priority as we pursue Christ’s mission. Giving through 

www.GoFundMission.org is an opportunity for when you have extra and see a project you want to be part of; plus 

it’s an invitation to everyone in the community to get involved and see the impact of their generosity.   

e-Tithing is now available! 
 

e-Tithing is Community of Christ’s online platform for members and friends in the USA to give Mission Tithes. Giving 

is safe, easy, and flexible, using desktop computers, tablets, and mobile devices.  

 

Make one-time or recurring contributions by bank withdrawal, and with credit and debit cards. When you set-up a 

recurring contribution, you decide when giving starts and the frequency of recurrence (weekly, every two weeks, 

bimonthly, or monthly). 

 

With e-Tithing, you can contribute anonymously or create an account.  

If you choose to set up an e-Tithing account, you can: 

 View your giving history 

 Add or edit bank account information 

 Add a credit or debit card 

 Change credit or debit card information 

 Manage your recurring contribution 

 Make a one-time gift 

e-Tithing allows you to support both local AND World-wide ministries! 

More questions?  Please visit the e-Tithing Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) page, at: 

               https://www.cofchrist.org/e-tithing-faq  

Note to Congregation Financial Officers: If your congregation is not yet listed on the e-Tithing site, please con-

tact Fiscal Services, using the 4th question in the FAQ page! 

    

  Merry Christmas from Chris Ober 

   Brush Creek Mission Center Financial Officer 

http://www.GoFundMission.org/submit
https://www.gofundmission.org/
https://www.gofundmission.org/
https://www.cofchrist.org/e-tithing-faq
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Brush Creek Mission Center 2016—2017  Dates  
 

Dec 25  Sunday Christmas 

Dec 30-Jan 1 Fri-Sun Hydration Youth Retreat Brush Creek  ages: 12-18 

Jan 1  Sunday New Years Day  

Jan 16  Monday Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Feb 2  Thurs  Groundhog Day 

Feb 3, 4 Fri, Sat  Priesthood Workshop   

Feb 14  Tues  Valentine’s Day 

Feb 20  Mon  Presidents’ Day 

June 4—8 Sun-Thu Junior Camp Brush Creek   ages: 9-11 

June 17-23 Sat-Fri  June Reunion Brush Creek  all ages 

June 24-30 Sat-Fri  Senior High Camp  Brush Creek     ages:HS 

July 8-14 Sat-Fri  Junior High Camp  Brush Creek    ages:12-14 

July 15-21 Sat-Fri  July Reunion  Brush Creek  all ages 

July 21-29 Fri-Sat  SPEC  Graceland Univ.  High School youth  

 

   
  

 

The Brush Creek e-Bridges newsletter  
 

  The Brush Creek Mission Center e-Bridges Newsletter began in 2004 

and is currently scheduled for publication the middle of the following 
months; February, April, June, August, October, and December.   
 
Submissions may be e-mailed to Donna at donnagreensavage@yahoo.com.  Items larger than a few 
sentences should be sent as a WORD document. 
 
Current and past editions are archived on the BCMC website at the following link;   
 
  https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/ 
 

 
 If you wish to receive the e-Bridges newsletter directly in your e-mail inbox, please send a message to 
BradBryant70@gmail.com, so we can include you on future mailings or sign up by following the above 
link to the e-Bridges page of the BCMC website.   

(Click HERE to download a free copy of the latest Adobe Acrobat Reader for your computer, for best viewing.) 
 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
https://get.adobe.com/reader/


Brush Creek Mission Center      

Joan Munter, 
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  618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   
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Chris Ober, 
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cober@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Donna Savage, 
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Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Community of Christ:  http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

  Brush Creek Mission Center:  http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -      We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a world-wide church known as  

   Community of Christ.   

Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground because so many people 

for so many years meet God on these grounds.        

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:cober@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges%20
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com

