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Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your 

Congregation. 

 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center   October 26, 2013 

Conference Agenda 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Experience 

   Theme: Summoned to Follow 

   Apostle Barbara Carter, Speaker 
        

12:00 p.m.            Lunch – Bring your own     Drinks provided 

 

1:30 p.m.            Annual Business Meeting 

 

You are invited to attend the Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference at the  

Salem, IL, Community of Christ. 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting the busi-

ness of the  

Mission Center are all important aspects of our community. 

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with those who know the  

      Mission Matters Most for the Journey Ahead. 

   

Happy New Year   
 
As I sit looking at the Nativity 

scene which occupies a promi-

nent place in my house each 

Christmas season, I remember 

the excitement I felt last month as I carefully set each piece in its place.  

The Nativity is always the first “decoration” to go up in my house.  But 

now, it is time to put the pieces away in their boxes for the next eleven 

months.  The spot will be filled first with snowmen, then with bunnies 

and eggs, (then, during the summer with just a single large pitcher??? – 

not a very creative use of the space), and then, with scarecrows and 

pumpkins to welcome the fall months.  

 
I love my Nativity scene. The pieces were gifts from precious family 

members.  But mostly I love it because of the gift it represents in our 

lives – a gift which is way more than a one month symbol can express.  

We are blessed 365 days (366 in 2016) each year with the presence of 

Jesus in our lives - even if we put the symbol in a box in the attic until 

next December.  The symbol may be out of sight, but Jesus never sits in 

a box.  We might not remember Him each day, but when we do, no 

crawl through the attic is necessary to find Him.   

 
My Nativity has a small block of wood to the side in the front.  Printed 

on the block is the word - rejoice. I have another piece of wood I 

think I will leave out for the next eleven months.  Printed on this piece 

is –  

Jesus Knows Me, This I Love. 
 

Happy New Year  -  Joan       

 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
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Welcome Aboard!! 

 
               The beginning of a new year brings changes in 

responsibilities for several people in our Mission Center 

and in our congregations.  Thank you to all who have ac-

cepted new roles for 2016.  We appreciate your willingness 

to give of your time and talents to further the mission of  

Jesus Christ in this area, and we pledge our support as we 

move forward together.   

 
We also want to thank those who have served in the past and given ministry in a vari-

ety of roles.  Each year builds on the last and you have been important to the founda-

tional base which supports the future.   

 
It is important for all of us to be encouragers!  New ideas emerge as we share re-

sponsibilities.   As a community of joy, hope, love and peace, we are called to be team 

players, each doing our part to strengthen the body.   
 

No one stands alone standing side by side. 

Let’s join hands as we Draw the Circle Wide. 

Community of Christ Sings 273 (adapted) 

 

       Joan 

 

 Are you getting the Brush Creek e-Bridges newsletter “second hand”? 

  

If you are not receiving the e-Bridges newsletter directly in your e-mail inbox, please send a 
message to BradBryant70@gmail.com, so we can include you on future mailings! 

 Or, sign up at the bottom of this web page: 

            https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/ 

  

January 2016 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/
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 Brush Creek USA Mission Center  
Ministry & Priesthood  
Workshop  

 
Salem IL   Saturday, February 6, 2016  

 
 Check-in begins at 8:30 a.m. Class starts 9 am - 4:30 pm  
 
The Develop Disciples Titus Team is excited to host an opportunity to hear from Dr. Joe Webb on 

February 6, 2016.  For those of you who attended the 2015 July reunion you will remember that Dr. 

Webb taught a spectacular class about Jesus, that brought him out of the pages of the Bible and put 

him in everyday life.  If you didn’t attend Dr. Webb’s class, this is another opportunity for priest-

hood, and those preparing to accept a call, to learn and explore enhanced ways of communicating 

Christ’s “good news” – and possibly discover hidden strengths that you didn’t know about.  Don’t 

forget to mark your calendar and set aside time for this awesome opportunity! 

We encourage anyone who needs the pre-reading book “Preaching Without Notes” to order online 

through the BCMC Shopping pages and support our Mission Center as well, probably through the 

Amazon or Barnes & Nobel links. 

              http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm 

Here’s a paraphrased excerpt from Dr. Webb’s book: 

"Do the sermons in your congregation provide connectedness and participation, and do they reflect 

authentic witness?  Come and learn how to make the truth of the gospel plain, make it pleasing, 

make it moving.  We can all do this!"  

Billy Garrison will be providing lunch for our gathering, and we’ll accept donations to help offset that 

cost. 

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm
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Hydration Retreat  
 
Hydration 2016 was a great success! We had 76 campers this year! Around 10 of those campers had 

never been to Brush Creek before.  We also hosted Johnathan Franklin, UCLA’s all-time leading run-

ning back and former Green Bay Packer.  He told his life story to the campers, as well as members of 

the Flora Wolves football team.  He spoke of his time in the streets of L.A. growing up around gang 

violence, and the events that led him to a relationship with God.  He also spoke about how his career

- ending neck injury was a blessing in disguise, and how it has led him to appreciate his faith more, 

and spread God’s word.  The camp an amazing experience for everyone involved, and I am already 

looking forward to next year! Below is a link to our camp video on YouTube:   

   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t87DNAsDPt4 

 

I'll close by saying Hydration would not have been 

possible without our willing cooks Earl and Lori 

Manker, our amazing caretaker Dave, all the rest 

of my staff who was there and ready to help with 

anything that was needed, and of course the camp-

ers. 

God Bless, 

  Tyler Mink 

 

 

  

 

Brush 
Creek  
Youth   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t87DNAsDPt4
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Caretakers Corner 

Brush Creek 

Campgrounds 

 

Introducing this new spot of information that will be in each month’s addition of the E-Bridges. First and 

foremost LaDonna and I want to take time to say thank you to all of you for making our first summer of 

camps and reunions a fantastic time. I would like to thank Dale Warren and Phil Rogers especially for their 

help and wisdom, another thank you to Cliff Chaffee for his continued help and service and Phil Hogue,  

Cathy and Marlene and Gene too.   Remember it takes all of us to make this place work. We will be putting 

in information about new camps coming in 2016 and information about the changes and updates to the 

grounds. We will be having spring work weekends and time to share on the grounds here in 2016. This place 

Brush Creek LaDonna and I call home is your home too!   So as the ad for Motel 6 goes we will leave the 

light on and the gates open so come home anytime.  Feel free to stop by when camps or scheduled activitie 

are not in session.  Until the next time the next time we see you, warm greetings from Brush Creek. 

 

 Thanks  

  Dave McArthur 

2016 BCMC Directory 

 
 The newly updated 2016 BCMC Directory is back from the printer!  We’ll start distributing them this week-

end (January 24), and have them available for congregational pickup at the February 6 Ministry & Priesthood 

Workshop in Salem.  Request your copy from your pastor, and please shred your older copies. 

 

If you would like a personal copy of this important document, please let your pastor know.    If you’re not af-

filiated directly with a congregation, please contact Karen Witts, our BCMC Non-Resident Pastor, and let her 

know of your interest in receiving a copy!  
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REUNION 2016 
 

Reunions are just over the horizon and will be here sooner than we think!   Planning groups for these 

events are in process.   Please watch your emails – the registration forms will be available soon on the Mis-

sion Center web page for submission.  You will want to turn in your registration form and fees early to 

take advantage of our early bird fee discount of $10.00 per person. 

 

After reviewing the utility and food costs for the 2015 camping season – it makes sense to increase our 

registration fees as follows: 

 Age 18 and above:  $50.00 per person 

 Age 4 – 17:  $35.00 per person 

 Age:  3 and under:  no charge 

 

 Early registration (deadline date printed on form) discount:  $10.00 per person 

 (Note:  There will  be no extra utility fee charged at check-in.) 

 

It takes a village to keep the youth camps and reunions sustainable and to make sure that everyone has an 

opportunity to come to the grounds.  You make that happen with your generosity.  Truly our campgrounds 

would not flourish as they do if it were not for you and your generous giving.   The monies that are given 

during our camping season not only pay for the expenses of running our camps, but support the ongoing 

maintenance and operational expenses of the campground.   Thank you. 

 

Looking forward to warmer weather and seeing you soon… 

Chris Ober, MCFO 

Donna Bryant, Reunion Registrar 

 

Reunion 2016 Dates  
 

 

June Reunion   June 18 – 24 

 

July Reunion   July 16 – 22 
                                  

 

  Mark your calendars and plan to register early!!!! 
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JUNE REUNION UPDATE 
 

Recently, I’ve been concerned and praying for families devastated by the rains, 

swollen lakes, rivers and ponds that our areas have experienced.  Lives have been 

lost and homes destroyed.  As I sat one evening thinking about the folks in the 

Kincaid, Illinois community my thoughts were of realization that at any moment in 

time we are all vulnerable to our lives becoming interrupted by events beyond our 

control and how blessed we are to know the One who never leaves us, always 

walks with us and fills us with hope each and every day.  And as a community of believers we have a place to 

draw apart each summer to celebrate life with one another.  We are blessed. 

 

This year at the June reunion we will share daily with World Church ministers Zac and Katie Harmon-

McLaughlin.  Zac had been serving as the missionary coordinator for the Eastern Great Lakes Mission Center 

and has recently been assigned a new role.  Zac is now the Sierra Pacific USA Mission Center President.   He 

holds the priesthood office of seventy.  Katie serves the church as the Community of Christ Spiritual Formation 

Specialist/ Director at the Community of Christ Spiritual Formation Center in Kirtland, Ohio.  Dr. Joe Webb is 

returning to Illinois to be with us.  He will teach a class on the “relatives of Jesus”.  Joe taught the same class 

last year at the July reunion.  The class was exciting and well attended.  He is thrilled to return to Brush Creek 

and meet more folks.  With the World Conference so close to our June reunion we are hoping to receive no-

tice that our request for an international minister to attend the June reunion has been approved and assigned.     

 

As you contemplate your true capacity of giving for the reunions, please realize that the monies contributed by 

your generosity not only fund the reunions enabling so many of us to gather, but also contributes to the upkeep 

of the campgrounds and ensures that youth camps will continue.  Remember the song “Make new friends and 

keep the old…” I think that is the key to our success.  We always want to ensure that all of us, new and old 

have the opportunity to experience God’s presence among us as we spend time together.  Let’s keep up the 

good work! 

 

Angie Burkett has volunteered to update the picture collages in the campground dining area.  She has asked 

that everyone look through your photos and bring any that relate to the Brush Creek campgrounds.  Just place 

all of your photos in an envelope marked with our name and cabin #/lodge # or trailer location.   Angie will 

scan the photos and return them to you before the end of the reunion.  Creativity, I love it.  Can’t wait to see 

what she has in mind. 

 

If you have a deep hankering to serve in some way at the reunions and hope you get a phone call asking for 

your help – don’t wait.  Pick up the phone and call myself or Glen Webb and let us know what you have in 

mind.     

 

It will soon be time to gather – a time to play – a time to pray – a time to praise.  We call it camp. 

 

Chris Ober  

June Reunion Director 
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Reunion Registration? 
  
Where’s the Reunion Registration Form?   
 
 

It has been, and continues to be, our goal to open 2016 Reunion Registrations in the                   

January-February timeframe. And we were just barely able to squeeze the registration form into 

the schedule for this edition!   

  

We haven’t yet worked out all of the online payment options, nor posted the registration form 

online, but we’ll be working hard on that, while this newsletter hits the wires of the internet.     

 

For those of you who have been patiently awaiting the registration form, you may now begin to 

register by printing the form, completing both sides, and sending in a check with your registration 

fees to registrar Donna Bryant. 

  

Thank you for your patience!  Know that your reunion planning team has been actively at work 

since November 2015 (and before), preparing the way for another round of awesome Reunion ex-

periences for 2016! Watch your e-mail, and the BCMC website, as we’ll make the registration 

forms available in both places, with appropriate announcements!   

 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ 

 

 
Click on the menu “Our Ministries”, and then “Reunion”. 

CONNECT with SPEC 
 
Save the Date—July 23—30, 2016.  The summer gets busy quick with camps, vacations and summer jobs.        
 
Save Money  -  Save your dimes and loose change and start a SPEC FUND.  Save a little bit each week from 
personal or family income.   
 
Design a Tee Shirt for our Delegation.  Think about the Theme of CONNECT and what you want the Tee Shirts 
to look like.  Submit a drawing and possibly win a portion of the registration fee.   
 
Register Early.  We will do a PRE Registration at the New Years’ Retreat.  Official registration begins  in May.   
 
Don’t let a High School Student miss this opportunity to  
 
CONNECT with SPEC.     
   Donna Savage donnagreensavage@yahoo.com  

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
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Mt. Vernon Congregation had a good Christmas 

service at Karen and Bill Horton's home. Most of 

the members were able to spend services with us.   

  

 During December Douglas Chaffee discussed 

"Being Content."  What does being content mean 

to you? The definition means to be satisfied and/or 

happy.  People always want materialistic things. If 

they get it then they just want the next thing. Be 

happy with what you have. What would it take to 

make you content?  Phillipians 4:10-13.  

  

  

Fairfield Congregation had a  great Sunday morning Christmas service and a wonderful Christmas 

program and meal Sunday evening.  They  had 50 attending who enjoyed and shared in worship 

and fellowship.  Recently the Fairfield congregation had  a service of blessing. Twins, Corbin and 

Chloe Esmon, great-grandchildren of Harold and Joan Sons, were blessed.  It’s great to have chil-

dren in the congregation.  This makes three under age one.  What a blessing.  As Dale Warren 

would say; “Praise the Lord” 

 

GOOD NEWS from around the Brush Creek Mission  

Mt. Vernon Congregation shared  their Thanksgiving service 

with others.  Looking at our goals in fulfilling peace, invitation, 

abolishing poverty, develop disciples to serve and experience 

congregations in mission, we fulfilled at least 3. But yet despite 

that, the most fulfilling and rewarding aspect was not that we 

attempted to fulfill these goals but that we were the ones re-

warded in learning from these peoples life experiences and to be 

thankful for what we have this Thanksgiving.  What do we have 

to be thankful for and what can we take from the wisdom of 

those less fortunate than ourselves? May God bless you this 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
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Twenty-fifteen is past and now is the time to start planning for summer activities for 2016.  Many of you may know 

that the Georgetown Congregation has been involved, for several years, in Peace Pavilion and/or Gospel Wagon activi-

ties at the local Agricultural Fair that is held in August in our City. At this event we are able to make contact with 

many children and their families. We always meet new people and have many kids who come to our booth year after 

year.  The games and activities are simple, easy to do and teach gospel principles, Bible facts, and peace making skills. 

Small gifts are given to children and teens that play. Some construction went in to this year’s games.  We also set up a 

table with information about the church, & take one, pencils & pens with church name and address and book marks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are three of the activities. The Bible Trivia is a new game & there was a lot of participation.  Many kids heard 

questions from the Bible for the first time in their life.  The other two are long time favorites of guests.  We also set up 

a table with church information, invitations to S.S. and worship services and free favors with church name and address 

printed on them. If anyone would like more information about starting a similar ministry at local festivals or fairs we 

would be glad to talk with you about other simple activities and share from our years of experience.    

          (Jean R. 662-6431) 

 

 

       

The outreach booth at the Georgetown Fair in Aug has 

activities for all ages with Christian  messages on how 

to treat others as well as learning about scriptures. 

Bible Trivia “My Cup 

Runneth Over” Water 

Game 

Communication Game.  

Communication is a 2 way 

Street – How well do you 

listen and direct? (block 

building game) 

The Golden Rule Game 

 Children learn the 

meaning of the Golden 

Rule 

 

GOOD NEWS from Georgetown Congregation  
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Electronic Temple School 
 

I was privileged to be in the Pilot e-learning class.  I have two associate degrees in computer communications, 

so I knew it would be easy for me to navigate, but when I got into the first week, I knew that it was a class any-

one could feel comfortable with navigating.  The Pilot was a great success for every student that was in my 

class.  It was wonderful to have my classmates, from different congregations all over, with me on this spiritual 

journey.  None of us had problems with the navigation because of our kind, witty, funny, educated, blessed, (I 

really can’t say enough)  instructor David Lloyd.  He was so good in making sure everyone knew what he 

needed us to show him.  Every week we would have a video from Dave showing what we were going to do the 

following week and how we did the previous week.  He also was able to see how much time we spent on each 

question (for meditation and prayer).  He could make comments throughout the week on questions that were 

submitted to let you know if we were understanding the material and concepts.  My class had a variety of peo-

ple (young, old, women, men, one married couple) in it.  We came from different regions with  different expec-

tations from this class.  There were forums every week that all my classmates could discuss their thoughts. 

 

My eyes were opened to the revelations of D & C 162, 163 & 164, involving the love we should have for oth-

ers, and their worth, embrace the blessings of our differences.    I understand the Enduring Principles in a 

deeper and more passionate way.  See everything as a child would see it.  True love will come from a child’s 

heart.  Many congregations are struggling with understanding the newest World Conference decisions.  My 

eyes were opened by taking this class.   

 

I know the true love of God.  We are to love all people.  In class we had weekly meditation, prayer, and bless-

ing our congregations.  If you meditate on the true meaning of Shalom and know that Jesus is the embodiment 

of Shalom, you will understand the Enduring Principles in a deeper way. 

 

I now know more about our beliefs and principles.  The class was a very educational experience and I felt the 

Holy Spirit throughout the class touching each of us.  I would recommend everybody to take this class, meet 

Dave Lloyd (by video & chat).  If you want to take a spiritual, educational journey, TAKE THE CLASS!!!!  Feel 

the love of God through meditation and prayer. 

      Blessings, 

                  Perrie McCrone 

                   Georgetown, IL congregation 

 

This pilot course was paving the way for several other newly created classes to be 

made available in electronic format in the months ahead.  For a current overview of the 

unfolding priesthood preparation classes, please visit: :  

 

http://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/Priesthood-Call-Requirements.pdf  

 

Thanks Perrie, for helping guide the church into the future, as we learn how to learn together electronically!  

http://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/Priesthood-Call-Requirements.pdf
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Dear Brush Creek Mission Center Family and Friends, 

My name is Lesley Gates, my home church is Massac Creek of Metropolis, Illinois.  I became a member in April 

1, 2011.  It was the best decision of my life.  I was baptized by Phyllis Thistlewood, and confirmed by Debbie 

and Gordon Ashley.  I’ve attended church all of my life.  I finally found a church family that is real, not fake.  I 

love going to Reunion every year, usually twice a year.  One thing I’ve learned attending church and  church 

camps is that everyone who has an important job with the church isn’t perfect.   

I used to think preachers, elders, deacons, music directors, Sunday school teacher, evangelists, and everyone 

else never sinned.  I sat in my room at camp and said to myself, they sin just like I do.  I was in shock.  I was re-

lieved at the same time.  I tried my hardest not to mess up in anything I did or said.  I was so afraid of someone 

saying to me; you just sinned and we don’t associate with sinners.  My biggest fear when I went to camp was 

someone finding out I’m a lesbian and I have also have a mental illness.  I didn’t want to be shunned.  I hid this 

from everyone.  After speaking with Mrs. Phyllis Thistlewood, she said no one would shun me.  So my hext year 

at camp in 2014 at the June Reunion, I told people and they embraced me and told me they still loved me no 

matter what. 

My life and relationship with God has really blossomed.  I’ve heard many times from Brad Bryant, and other 

church members, that they’ve seen me grow more and more.  My love for Jesus is like a little kid.  I’m so happy 

to hear and learn more about him.  When I learn more I get so excited inside like a child who is hearing their 

parent reading their favorite book to them over and over. 

The reason I’m writing this is because I want other people who feel this way to know they are not alone.  I had 

my evangelist blessing done by Karen Witts.  There are many people in our church congregation that have 

helped me along my journey getting to know Jesus more and more each day.   To this day if I hear anything 

about Jesus, I ask Mrs. Phyllis, or before I bring anything into my home I wanna make sure what I’ve been told 

or any literature I read is true.  I trust my church family.  I know there are people out there who are not always 

truthful, and a lot of the books don’t tell the truth.   

I really want to thank everyone who has been there to help me get where I am today and where I’m going to 

keep going with Jesus in my life. 

      Lesley Gates,  Massac Creek congregation 

 

 

2016 International Peace Award Recipient 

 

The First Presidency announced Liberian peace activist Leymah Gbowee (pronounced beau 

we) as the 2016 Community of Christ International Peace Award recipient. Ms. Gbowee will 

receive the award during World Conference at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, June 4, 2016, in the Audito-

rium Conference Chamber in Independence, Missouri.  

Read the First Presidency's official statement.  

http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=8e4fc264f6&e=5e2a363e48
http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=83171a173e&e=5e2a363e48
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Greetings from Blair White, Administrative Support Minister   
 

January 7 marks the first full day of Epiphany.  For Eastern Orthodox Christians Epiph-

any represents the baptism of Christ.  For Roman Catholics and Protestants it represents 

the day after the Magi visited the Prince of Peace.  My understanding of epiphany has to 

do with awareness; something previously unknown has been made known.   

 

I remember the first time I experienced what I came to know as the Holy Spirit, the first time what I had 

heard about, became known in my life.  To know in the Biblical sense implies a deep, intimate relation-

ship.  My experience of knowing was one that was physical, emotional, spiritual, and… indescribable all at 

the same time.  A flood of warmth moved into my body; not the kind of warmth that makes you sweat, but 

the kind of warmth that has a slight tingle and reassures; a warmth that was both comforting and unsettling 

at the same time.  I don’t know about you, but for me it seems when I experience being known in this way 

an unexpected response seems to be elicited.  If Matthew was correct about the Magi, it seems that was the 

case for them as well.  They went there expecting to see the child and to go home the way they came, but 

were nudged to go home another way; not for their sake, but for the sake of others.  As we continue our 

journey through 2016 we too will need to plan our route, however let us not be so fixed to our own agendas 

that we miss the unexpected God presents to us along the way.  May we too be open to knowing God for 

the sake of others as well as ourselves.   

Shalom, 

   Blair White,  

 

 

Winter Weather         www.livestream.com/CofChristEffingham 
  
Ugh... I regret even having to use those 2 words together!  However, we DO live in the Midwest USA, 
and Winter is a fact of life for most of us.  Along with that reality, comes snow, ice, and other dangerous 
road conditions that can sometimes keep us from gathering with the Saints for worship on Sunday 
mornings. 
  
When that happens, and you find yourself “stuck at home” (or choosing to remain there for safety pur-
poses), we invite you to worship online with the Effingham IL Congregation, as we broadcast our 
“Praise in Effingham” (PIE) live worship service online each week.  Assuming WE can get to church in 
Effingham and have power & internet access, we’re typically live broadcasting around 9:25 am each 
Sunday, with our service officially starting around 9:30. 

 

http://www.livestream.com/CofChristEffingham
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Have You Created a Plan for Your Family’s Future? 

The Truth about Wills and Trusts    

by Sandra Ferguson, Mission Funding Specialist, International Headquarters  
 

 

Hi! Many of you have met me, but for the few who have not, I’m Sandra Ferguson, the church’s Mission Funding spe-

cialist assigned to Brush Creek USA Mission Center. You might remember seeing me in the kitchen washing dishes 

during Brush Creek Reunions (I’m told that my dishwashing skill is progressing nicely). I grew up just down the road 

and across the Mississippi River in Jonesboro, Arkansas. 

 

We all want to ensure our loved ones are well cared for after we are gone. Yet, many of us put off creating a plan 

until it is too late. Others have a will or trust, but they need to update that plan to reflect life’s changes. 

 

If you’re among the 70 percent of Americans without a current estate plan, read on. Many people, especially young 

individuals and those who feel their estate is too small, believe an estate plan is not necessary. But ask yourself these 

questions: 

 

Do you care who gets your money and property when you die? 

Do you care who distributes your assets when you die? 

Do you care who is appointed guardian of your minor children if you die before they reach the age of 18? 

 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, you need an estate plan. That is pretty much everyone reading this 

newsletter. 

 

You may have questions about the differences between a will and a living trust, so here are the top five differences: 

 

Preserve Privacy 

A will is a public document that everyone can read, whereas a trust is private. 

 

Avoid Probate 

Unlike a trust, a will is subject to probate which can be time-consuming and costly. 

 

Manage Property 

Unlike a will, a living trust provides for a trustee to manage your property. 

 

Ensure Management during Incapacity 

A trust enables you to plan in the event you no longer can care for yourself. 

 

Care for Dependents 

A trust allows you to distribute income to children and care for special needs now or over time. 
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Have You Created a Plan for Your Family’s Future? 

The Truth about Wills and Trusts   continued 

 
You’ve invested extraordinary amounts of time and effort to achieve security, build a business, or provide for 

loved ones. Without proper planning, much of what you have worked to accomplish may dissipate on your 

death in ways you never intended. A good estate plan means you can rest easy, knowing that your family will 

be well cared for, and your property will pass to your beneficiaries as you intend. Failure to have a will or trust 

may result in accidental disinheritance, harming those you love, and subjecting your estate to needless tax. 

 

When you remember that an estate plan is not for you, but for the ones that you love, it becomes easier to 

take the steps to create a lasting plan. Your estate is as unique as you are! As a member of the Mission Funding 

Team, contact me to help you create a personal plan that takes into account your unique wishes and objec-

tives. 

 

During the course of this year’s newsletter, I’ll be providing educational tips and information to help you navi-

gate the estate planning roadmap.  Have questions? Want me to come to your congregation to present our 

seminar Giving Voice to Your Legacy? (Yes – it really is fun and there’s food involved!) Call me at 1-800-884-7526 

(option 2) or email me at sferguson@cofchrist.org. I look forward to helping you make 2016 a fabulous year! 

 

Blessings, 

  Sandra 

 

Apply for World Service Corps 

 

World Service Corps is an international volunteer ministry of Community of Christ, 

committed to offering volunteer opportunities for leadership development, disciple 

formation, and cultural immersion. Applications are being accepted through 31 Janu-

ary for anyone interested in serving as a volunteer in 2016. Apply and get more infor-

mation about World Service Corps. If you have questions, e-mail wsc@CofChrist.org, 

or call (816) 833-1000 ext. 2241. 

mailto:sferguson@cofchrist.org
http://www.cofchrist.org/world-service-corps
mailto:wsc@CofChrist.org?subject=application%20questions
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Delegates  
Tammy Austin  

Brad Bryant  

Andrea Collins  

John Etcheson  

Sue Green  

Megan Hargett  

Gail Harmon  

Marion Harmon  

Mike Jack  

Deby Klein  

Lauren Lambert  

Doug Mack  

Nathan Mack  

Stefanie Mack  

Susan Mack  

Dan Martin  

Kitty Martin  

Joan Munter  

Christine Ober  

Ernest Rumple  

Jean Rumple  

Andy Ryder  

Peggy Ryder  

Colleen Savage  

Donna Savage  

Ann Schwengel  

Jon Schwengel  

Glenn Webb  

Phyllis Webb  

Robert White  

Karen Witts  

Doug Zaring  

 

 

Alternates  
Larry Spoon  

Paula Spoon  

Laura Ovall  

Jason Ovall  

Alan Meers 

 

World Conference 2016            Save the date! 

Community of Christ World Conference      June 4-11, 2016   

  

As announced at the Fall 

BCMC conference,  

Rosemary Rouse (Tunnel Hill) is actively working out details for a BCMC Bus 

Trip to attend the opening weekend of World Conference 2016.  This will pri-

marily be for folks who cannot attend the full week of World Conference in 

June, but would like to experience “a bit” of the World Conference encounter 

on that first weekend.  The trip will include round trip bus travel, overnight 

lodging on Saturday night, and attending the Saturday evening and Sunday 

morning and afternoon services. 

  

You can find the unfolding schedule, and other World Conference details, on 

this page: 

            https://www.cofchrist.org/2016-world-conference 

using the “Schedule” tab toward the right side. 

 Watch your e-mail and future e-Bridges newsletters for details, costs, and 

how to sign up!  But for now, “save the dates”, and plan to attend World Con-

ference in whatever ways you’re able:  in person, on the bus trip, or by 

watching the live webcasts that will be scheduled through the week of      

June 4-11, 2016! 

World Conference Registration is NOW open!   
 

Visit the link in the above Bus Trip article, and choose “Register” from the menu bar, 

for an easy, online registration process.  A link at the bottom of the page also allows 

you to print out a paper copy of the registration form, and mail it in!    

https://www.cofchrist.org/2016-world-conference
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Put Your Prayer on a Flag 

 

Imagine a large tent where all are welcome. Conversation, laughter, concern, and fellowship 
fill the crowd. As you stand outside, the tent looks full. Then you’re invited in, and you learn 
there is always room. 

As we prepare for the 2016 World Conference, the image of a 
tent, and room for all has been impressed on the planning 
teams. We invite everyone to join the Conference experience. 
Imagine the tent that could cover our world. 

In keeping with this imagery, we invite you to join with members and friends around the world 
in creating a massive tent of prayers. From the far reaches of the Earth, share your prayers 
of preparation and blessing. We’ll display them on prayer flags that will hang throughout Con-
ference. They’ll hang in the Conference Chamber, hallways, between buildings, and in the 
Temple Sanctuary. Your prayers will surround those at World Conference and reach beyond, 
touching the world. 

You can participate by: 

 Submitting your prayer by e-mail. WorldConference@CofChrist.org)   Prayers then will be 

transferred to a 12-by-12-inch prayer flag and connected with other prayer flags. 

 Writing your prayer directly onto a 12-by-12-inch prayer flag. We’re suggesting blue, 
white, red, green, and yellow with cotton or lightweight fabric. Mail your flag to Community of 
Christ, c/o World Conference, 1001 W. Walnut St., Independence, MO 64050 USA. We’ll 
connect it with other submitted flags. 

If your congregation would like to help transfer the electronically submitted prayers onto 
prayer flags, please contact us. 

We’d love to have thousands of prayer flags to share. This is an opportunity for everyone to 
prepare for World Conference and to be “under the tent.” 
 
 
Reprinted with permission from cofchrist.org  

BCMC Shopping Page 
 

            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm 

            or use the short link:  http://bit.ly/BCMCShop  

Here you’ll find our current list of online partners, and a link to which page you can find them.  You 

can click the link to the right, OR the corresponding button in the left column.  They’ll take you to the 

same place! 

        Brad 

http://www.cofchrist.org/2016-world-conference
mailto:WorldConference@CofChrist.org?subject=Prayer%20Flag
mailto:WorldConference@CofChrist.org
mailto:worldconference@CofChrist.org?subject=World%20Conference%20Prayer%20Flag
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm
http://bit.ly/BCMCShop
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New CofChrist App available! 
  

On January 4, Community of Christ officially released our new smart-phone app, available for both An-

droid and iPhone (iOS) users. The free app is available for download from Google Play and the App 

Store on iTunes.  

  

With the app, users can read daily spiritual devotions, watch inspiring videos, stay in touch with mis-

sion happening around the world, and much more.  

 Here’s a screen shot of the app, after I downloaded and installed it today: 

The app offers the following menus and information “on your phone” at 

the tap of a finger: 

         Official Announcements 

         Calendar of Events (including worship helps, etc) 

         Find a Congregation (by search or using your current location) 

         Mission Stories (videos & testimonies of living in Christ’s mission) 

         Prayer for Peace (for the current day) 

         Daily Bread message (current day) 

         This Week’s scripture reading (with link to other weeks) 

         Social Media links (Youtube, Twitter, Facebook, etc) 

  

Download the app, begin exploring this new option, and share the news with your friends & family!  

 

e-Bridges Reader Survey: Help us to help you! 
  
Please take a few minutes, and complete a short 7-question survey about the BCMC e-
Bridges newsletter. Your responses, comments and input will help us know how to provide 
interesting, timely and useful information for you! 
  
Find the survey here, on your PC, MAC, phone, tablet or other device: 
     

http://bit.ly/BCMCReaderSurvey2016 

 

  
If you can’t respond electronically, please contact Brad Bryant (309-706-6179), and we’ll pro-
vide you with a paper copy!  
           Brad Bryant 

http://www.cofchrist.org/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.cofchrist.mobile
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/community-of-christ/id1058537627?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/community-of-christ/id1058537627?mt=8
http://bit.ly/BCMCReaderSurvey2016
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BCMC Website Continues to Evolve   
  
Our current BCMC website  
(www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org) 
has served us well over the years.  However, it’s 
built with “ancient” technology, that is no longer 
supported on modern computer systems.  So, as a 
result, certain parts of the site are “crumbling”, not 
working, and I can’t fix them.  Sigh. 
  
So, we’ve built a new platform, on a sustainable 
platform, and are slowly in the process of manually 
migrating information and pages to the new 
site.  I’d like to invite you to begin using the new 
website immediately, at: 
 

    http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com   Above is an image of what the new site looks like. 
  
  

 1.    The HOME link will always bring you back to this “home page” and upcoming events. 
2.    The About Us link 

a.    Clicking here will provide a general overview of BCMC, and a questions/comment 

form for communicating with us 
b.    If you float over the About Us menu, you’ll currently see a page about our Titus 
Teams 
c.    Additional pages will be added here in the near future, about our BCMC leader-
ship team, and related “who are we” info 

3.    Clicking on Our Congregations takes you to an ‘overview’ page listing each congrega-
tion, the communities they serve, and a link to their congregation page.  An interactive BCMC 
map can also be found on this page. 

a.    Under “Our Congregations” (float your cursor over it), you’ll find a direct link to 
each congregation, location, meeting time, leadership, etc., along with a form for con-
tacting the pastor. 

4.    The Our Ministries menu is merely a short overview of our Christ-centered ministries. 
a.    Floating over Our Ministries uncovers links to more specific pages, currently in-
cluding: 

                                          i.    Evangelists 
                                        ii.    Online Ministries  
                                       iii.    Campground 

b.    I’ll add more pages here too, as the migration continues 
5.    And finally (at the moment), you’ll find the News menu.  This is NOT a clickable page, 

but merely a “menu heading” that allows  you to float over it, and choose additional “news” 
items and category pages below. 

a.    Recent website updates 
b.    Dates: Looking Ahead 

 
 
 
 

         Brad Bryant 

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/


Brush Creek Mission Center      

Joan Munter, 

Mission Center President   

  618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

Chris Ober 

BCMC Financial Officer  

cober@CofChrist.org 

 

Donna Savage, 

BCMC e-Bridges Editor   

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

http://

bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com  

 

 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -      We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, 

love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground because so many people 

for so many years meet God on these grounds.        

 

BCMC 2015—2016  Dates  
 

Jan 18  Monday  ML King Day 

Feb 6  Saturday Priesthood Preaching Workshop  Salem 

Feb 10  Wednesday Ash Wednesday  Lent Begins   

     cofchrist.org has materials and resources  

Feb 15  Monday  President’s Day 

March 1 Tuesday Graceland University Alumni Scholarship due 

March 4—6 Fri—Sun Spiritual Formation Retreat  Kirtland Ohio 

March 20 Sunday  Palm Sunday 

March 27 Sunday  Easter  

May 30  Monday  Memorial Day 

June 4—11 Sat—Sat Community of Christ  2016 World Conference 

June 18—24 Sat—Fri Brush Creek June Reunion    all ages 

June 25—July1 Sat—Fri Brush Creek Senior High Camp ages 15—18 

July 4  Monday  Independence Day 

July 5—9 Tues—Sat Brush Creek Junior Camp ages 9—11 

July 16—22 Sat—Fri Brush Creek July Reunion     all ages 

July 22—30 Fri—Sat Community of Christ 2016 SPECtacular 

  

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:cober@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges%20
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com
cofchrist.org

