
Brush Creek Mission Center 
2013 Fall Conference – October 26, 2013 

 
The Brush Creek Mission Center met for the annual Fall Conference on Saturday, October 26, 2013 at the 
Salem Congregation.  Following a Pre-Legislative Session led by Fred Keenan, the official business 
meeting convened.  The conference sang HS#394 “The Voice of God Is Calling”, then Sister Donna 
Bryant offered the prayer of invocation. 
 
Brush Creek Mission Center President Joan Munter called the meeting to order.  She first called attention 
to the minutes from the 2012 Brush Creek Mission Center Conference that were printed in the 2013 
booklet.  Glenn Webb made the motion to approve the minutes as printed.  The motion was seconded and 
approved by vote.  Sister Munter then called attention to the reports that were printed in the 2013 booklet. 
 
Apostle Barbara Carter then assumed the chair.  She greeted the conference and reminded the conference 
that the conference is a spiritual experience and one of discernment.  Apostle Carter then read a letter (a 
copy of the letter is on file) from the First Presidency appointing Joan Munter as Mission Center 
President.  Marvin Kleinau made the motion to approve the appointment.  The motion was seconded and 
approved by vote.  Apostle Carter then read a letter (a copy of the letter is on file) appointing Fred 
Keenan as Mission Center Financial Officer.  David McArthur made the motion to approve the 
appointment.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote. 
 
Mission Center President Joan Munter then assumed the chair.  She named Keith Rhine, Jean Rumple, 
and Glenn Webb as Mission Center President Counselors for 2014.  Joyce Keenan made the motion to 
approve the counselors.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote.  Sister Munter announced 
Donna Bryant, Chris Ober, and Gordon Rhine as the Mission Center Financial Officer Counselors for 
2014.  Lloyd Kemp made the motion to approve the counselors.  The motion was seconded and approved 
by vote. 
 
Attention was then turned to Mission Center Appointments to be sustained.  Robert White made the 
motion to sustain the appointments.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote.  The following 
were approved as Mission Center Appointments: 
 

 Administrative Assistant – Tammy Austin 
 Conference Secretary – Tammy Austin 
 Child Protection Coordinator -  
 SPEC Coordinator – Donna Savage 
 Youth Camp & Young Adult Director – Mike Hodge 
 Communications: Web & E-mail – Brad Bryant 
 Communications: e-Bridges Editor – Donna Savage 
 Outreach International – Kay Knapp 
 BCMC Historian – Sue Green 
 BCMC Recorder – Brad Bryant 
 Non-Resident Pastor – Karen Witts 



 Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation Rep – Donna Bryant 
 
Brad Bryant then assumed the chair to preside over the sustaining of the Mission Center 
Council/Titus Team Leaders.  Keith Rhine made the motion to approve the council.  The motion 
was seconded and approved by vote.  The following were approved by the conference: 
   
  Invite People to Christ  

  Phyllis Thistlewood, Massac Creek 
  Megan Pierce, Mount Vernon  
  Lori Manker, Jacksonville  

  Abolish Poverty, End Suffering  
  Jon Schwengel, Thompsonville 
  Nathan Mack, Salem 
  TBA 

  Pursue Peace on Earth  
  Karen Witts, Decatur 
  Sue Green, Fairfield 
  TBA 

  Develop Disciples to Serve  
  Ann Schwengel, Thompsonville 
  Bob White, Eldorado 
  Stefanie Mack, Martinsville 

  Experience Congregations in Mission  
  Doug Mack, Flora 
  Sue Mack, Flora 
  Rhiannon Bridgeman, Fairfield 

 
Sister Munter then assumed the chair again.  Phil Hogue made the motion to approve the Mission 
Center President’s appointment of Dale Warren as president of the Brush Creek Campground 
Board.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote.  David McArthur made the motion to 
approve the Mission Center Financial Officer’s appointment of Phil Rogers as Brush Creek 
Campground Treasurer.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote. 
 
Brother Keenan then assumed the chair to preside over the election of the campground board.  
Phil Hogue and Andy Anderson were nominated for the two open positions.  Phil Hogue and 
Andy Anderson were both approved separately by vote.  Their terms will expire December 31, 
2016.  They join Terry Burkett (12/31/14), Steve Cooley (12/31/14), David McArthur 
(12/31/14), and Keith Rhine (12/31/15).   Appointed members include Dale Warren 
(Campground Board President) and Phil Rogers (Campground Treasurer).  Ex-officio members 



include Joan Munter (Mission Center President), Fred Keenan (Mission Center Financial 
Officer), and Mike Hodge (Mission Center Camping Director). 
 
Attention was then turned to the election of the Campground Endowment Board.  The following 
were nominated and approved separately by vote:  Glenn Webb, Earl Smith, and Cathy 
Colarusso.  Their terms will expire on December 31, 2015.  They join elected members Stefanie 
Mack (12/31/14), Stan Morrison (12/31/14), and Chris Ober (12/31/14).  Phil Rogers is the 
appointed chair of the board.  Ex-officio members include Joan Munter (Mission Center 
President) and Fred Keenan (Mission Center Financial Officer). 
 
Attention was then turned to the election of the Ministry Endowment Committee.  The following 
were nominated and approved as a group:  Donna Bryant, Chris Ober, Glenn Webb, Gordon 
Rhine,  Dan Martin, and Sandy Keehler.  Their terms expire December 31, 2015.  They join 
elected members Tammy Austin (12/31/14), Andrea Collins (12/31/14), Ivan Holler (12/31/14), 
Ernest Rumple (12/31/14),  and Ray Sills (12/31/14).  Ex-officio member is Fred Keenan 
(Mission Center Financial Officer). 
 
Joan Munter reassumed the chair.  Sister Munter presented the proposal to renew Brad Bryant’s 
contract for the 2014 Mission Initiative Coordinator.  Ernest Rumple made the motion to approve 
the contract.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote. 
 
Fred Keenan then assumed the chair.  The conference turned their attention to the consideration 
of a proposal concerning the campground loan payoff.  Dale Warren made the following motion: 
 
Whereas, The Springfield, Illinois Community of Christ building has been sold, and 

Whereas, There is some $39,000.00 dollars left over after closing costs, and 

Whereas, 80% of the money was approved by the Mission Conference for distribution to the 
Brush Creek Campground, and 

Whereas, There is money in the Brush Creek Mission Center Reserve Fund that could be made 
available to subsidize the balance of the Springfield Community of Christ fund for a worthy 
project, therefore be it 

Resolved, That monies left over from the Springfield Church Fund and the balance necessary to 
pay off the indebtedness of the Brush Creek Campground Lodge #2 be approved by the 
conference, and be it further 

Resolved, That a Brush Creek Campground Building Fund be established for future needed 
construction on the campgrounds, and be it further 



Resolved, That future contributions be encouraged thru gifts, offerings, and estate planning as 
the Brush Creek Campgrounds serve every congregation in the Mission Center thru the 
reunions, youth camps, and retreats. 

 
The motion was seconded.  Discussion followed.  The point was made that 80% of the proceeds 
had already been given to the Brush Creek Campground.  This proposal gives the remaining 20% 
to the Brush Creek Campground.  The Campground Board will establish a building fund.  The 
proposal was then approved by vote. 
 
John Etcheson had previously submitted a proposal that is included in the program booklet.  He 
removed his proposal from the floor. 
 
Fred Keenan then read a proposal from Don Bunnell.  The following was read to the conference: 
 
As you are probably aware a number of years ago, Bill Knapp and I started a scholarship at 
Graceland College to help prospective students from the South East IL District attend 
Graceland.  Over the years, it has done so and many of our young people have been able to take 
advantage of it. When the jurisdictional change took place in the church, we turned the 
scholarship over to the Mission Center for purposes of administration and perpetuity. It is now 
known as the Brush Creek USA Mission Center Endowed Scholarship, and it continues to help 
our young people attend Graceland.  Jane Knapp and I plan to add to the principle this year in 
honor of Bill.  College costs continue to rise and I would like to propose a resolution to be 
presented at the next Mission Center Conference that the Brush Creek Mission Center, each 
year, contribute an amount to the principle to be determined by the Mission Center so that the 
scholarship can continue to grow and remain viable.  It provides a wonderful way for our people 
to invest in young people, both present and those who may come behind us. 
 
Joyce Keenan made the motion to consider the proposal.  The motion was seconded.  Discussion 
followed.  Following the discussion, Brad Bryant made a motion to refer the proposal to the 
Mission Center Financial Officer, Don Bunnell, and Jane Knapp to bring a recommendation back 
to the conference.  The motion was seconded.  
 
Attention was then turned to new business.  Brad Bryant made the motion that at the end of the 
2013 Fiscal Year that any surplus up to $1500 be contributed to a new scholarship fund for the 
Brush Creek Mission Center.  The money will be administered by the Mission Center Financial 
Officer and Mission Center Financial Officer Counselors.  The motion was seconded.  
Discussion followed.   Following the discussion, Brother Bryant withdrew his motion.  John 
Etcheson then made a motion to refer the scholarship proposal details to the Mission Center 
Financial Officer and counselors for guidelines to be brought back to the conference.  The 
motion was seconded and approved by vote. 



 
The conference then turned their attention to the Financial Report.  The conference then voted to 
approve the report.  Attention was then turned to the 2014 Budget.  Dale Warren made the 
motion to approve the budget as corrected.  (The total in Initiative 2 Budget column should be 
$2600).  The motion was seconded and approved by vote. 
 
Sister Munter then assumed the chair again.  She announced the following: 
 

 Ivan Holler has been superannuated at the Fairfield congregation. 
 The following priesthood have been approved and ordained 

  Mary Chandler Priest  Effingham 
  Candace Smith Priest  Effingham 
  Sue Green  Priest  Fairfield 
  Donna Savage  Priest  Fairfield 
  Terry Burkett  Elder  Flora 
  Russell Eastin  Elder  Flora 
  Stefanie Mack  Priest  Martinsville 

 Sister Munter called attention to the Upcoming Dates for the Mission Center (as printed 
in the program) 

 Sister Munter recognized Fred Keenan for his wisdom, knowledge, and counsel. 
 Sister Munter also recognized several in the mission center for their help. 
 Sister Munter recognized the congregational recorders and historians. 

 
Norma Martin then made the motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded. 
 
The conference then sang HS#466 “We Are One in the Spirit”.  Evangelist Richard Switzer then 
offered a Mission Center Blessing. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tammy Austin 
Mission Center Secretary 


