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Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your 

Congregation. 

 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

Let the Game Begin! 
 
 

At our reunions this summer I had the following thought daily – “I wish I could take 

buses to all of our congregations and pick up everyone and take them to Brush 

Creek so they didn’t have to miss the amazing ministry we are receiving.”  Of 

course, that wasn’t possible, so I am going to share with you a visual picture we 

were given at the July Reunion.  It is my hope that this will provide a clear indication 

of our experience at the 2016 Reunions.   

 

It would have been wonderful to have all of us in the huddle in the “locker room” as 

we prepared for the “big game”.  Just imagine us as the team coming together to 
spend time with the “Coach” to learn the plan of action, to listen to all the assistant 

coaches give us guidance and build excitement within us, and to strengthen and en-

courage each other before we run onto the field.  It was a time for preparation for 

the most important game of our lives – inviting and bringing people into a relation-

ship with Jesus Christ.  The following words to Hymn CCS 552 express the call to 

join the team, running onto the field with joy, anticipation and determination! 

 

Refrain: 

We are companions on the journey 

Breaking bread and sharing life; 

And in the love we bear is the hope we share 

For we believe in the love of our God 

For we believe in the love of our God 

 

New verse: 

And as the locker room we soon leave 

May we be ready for the game 

To go and share the love of Jesus 

So lives will never be the same 

Our world will never be the same. 

 

 

Will you come and join the huddle? 

Ready? 1-2-3 

CHANGE THE WORLD!  

                              Joan 

 

 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org


 

Page 2  August 2016 

Brush Creek Mission Center Women’s Retreat 2016 
 

It's time ladies to nurture yourselves!  Explore your greater depths and potential! 

Relax and rejuvenate, and much more! Mark your calendar for Women's Retreat 2016! 

 September 16—18th,  2016 

 Friday 4pm through Sunday Worship at 9 am Brush Creek Campgrounds   

 Guest Ministers;  Cathy Lysinger and  Wendy Scafe   

 

For more information contact contact:   debyklein@gmail.com>  

 

       

 

DAVE RAMSEY FINANCIAL PEACE CLASS 
 
Community of Christ, Flora, is hosting a 9 week DAVE RAMSEY FINANCIAL PEACE class starting on 

Sept. 6 (every Tuesday from 6:30-8:00 for 9 weeks). This is open to anyone who would like to attend. Materi-

als need to be ordered ahead of time. We will watch it on our big screen in the gym.  On an average, people 

attending this class paid off $5300 in debt and saved $2700 in only the first 90 days.   

 

What if people in your church could live out their God given dreams without  money being their limiting fac-

tor? 

 

How would your community be transformed if the church was where everyone came to learn how to handle 

their finances? 

 

What would happen if your families became able to fund God's work and your church had more surplus to in-

vest locally and in missions abroad? 

 

And here's the big one:  What if you were able to grow your church completely debt free? 

 

If any of this interests you, please contact us for more info:  kaycknapp@gmail.com 

mailto:debyklein@gmail.com
mailto:kaycknapp@gmail.com
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BRUSH CREEK CAMPGROUNDS WORK DAY SEPTEMBER 24TH 
  
Mark your calendars for fellowship and work at Brush Creek….we need you! Lunch will be provided. 

  

If you wish to arrive Friday, 23rd and stay in the lodge please let Dave know.  Dave has several projects for us to com-

plete  Saturday: 
  

 Motel units are to be refurbished and painted. Some rooms are to be turned into lodge rooms others converted into 

class rooms. 

 Need to walk the grounds, picking up branches 

 Cut firewood  and  cutting down some dead trees 
  

Income and cost of campgrounds: 
  

Our goal for the June and July reunions was $90,000.00, Chris deposited $63,603.  Pledges received totaled $12,373, making a 

total of $75,976.   

  

The cost for reunion per camper is really $275/per person..  Breakdown of the cost per person for a week at reunion is:   registra-

tion $50, food $60,  plus maintenance, insurance, water, and electricity  plus the Mission Center also underwrites the cost of our 

youth camps.   Our total cost for operation of the campgrounds last year was $130,000.00  For the past several years we have 

promoted “free-will offerings” (I prefer to call them “Generosity Offerings”).  This concept has afforded several to attend reun-

ion and  youth camp who could not afford the real cost. (Many of our church campgrounds cost  $275 - $325 per person.) 

  

For those who volunteer to cook at our reunions and campgrounds plus work in the canteen………a special Thanks! 

  

Projects needing to be completed before 2017 camping season:  

 Refurbishing the pool, sand-blasting  and painting plus replacing the filtering system.   
 Replacing thermostats in new lodge. 

  

Future projects: 

 removing pine trees around ball field 

 replacing roof men’s side of old lodge (priority) 

 replacing HVAC in dining hall 

 replacing HVAC in auditorium 

 roof repair on auditorium   

 replace roof on red brick building 
  

 

For those who attended the July reunion Sunday, we kicked off “Bridge of 

Hope” a capital campaign.  The objective is to raise “one million dollars” for the 

Brush Creek Endowment fund.  Purpose of the campaign is to provide on-going 

funds to sustain the operations and continued ministry of these campgrounds for 

generations to come.  A special thanks to those who have already made pledges 

bringing our total to $300,000.  And a special thanks for Endowment Committee 

and to Dan Martin for all the work they have done putting this campaign into 

action.  Continue to watch for updates as we grow this endowment.   

  

 

See you Saturday, September 24th, be certain to dress for the work. 

 

  Thanks, for all of your help                  John Etcheson 
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Health & Spirituality Workshop 
 

August 26-27, 2016 

Community of Christ Temple 

Independence, Missouri 

 

"Relationships: 

Rejoice, Repair, Release" 

 

Relationships define our lives. This year's workshop provides tools and insights that move us toward healthier rela-

tionships in our congregations, our families, with our friends, and our God. Learn more at the HMA website.  

 

This workshop is co-sponsored by the World Church Health and Wholeness team, Temple Strategy team, and the Commu-

nity of Christ Health Ministries Association. 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Formation Retreat 
 

October 21-23, 2016 

Spiritual Formation Center 

Kirtland, Ohio 

Guest minister: Don Compier 

 

All Music Is God's 

 

Don Compier will guide us in a search for Spirit across genres, an exploration of music as a vehicle for justice 

throughout history, and a pilgrimage to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio. 

 

Transcending boundaries of “secular” and “sacred” this retreat will emphasize God’s presence in all things and how 

holy encounter can be as accessible as turning on the radio! Learn more.  

http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=ed8d306e59&e=88642ef63c
http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=12712afca0&e=88642ef63c
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Historic Sites Bus Tour 2016 

 
“For Everyone Born: A Place in the Story” is back by popular demand! After last year’s bus tour, Barbara Walden and Peter 

Smith agreed to repeat the 14-day tour 3-16 October 2016. Explore the diverse people and experiences within the Commu-

nity of Christ story, witnessing our 185-year history of practicing Unity in Diversity and the Worth of All Persons. Worship 

in the Kirtland Temple and Palmyra’s Sacred Grove. Learn about the history of Nauvoo, Plano, and Lamoni. Visit the Na-

tional Underground Railroad Freedom Center; Women’s Rights National Historical Park; Gettysburg; Washington, DC; Co-

lonial Williamsburg; and much more!  

  

Tour price is $1,799 per person for double-occupancy, $2,599 per person single occupancy. Price includes luxury bus trans-

portation (from Independence, Missouri, area), lodging, tour fees, and most meals. Reservation forms and a full tour itinerary 

are available on the Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation website, or contact Linda Etchison at (217) 453-2246. 

Seating is limited. Reserve your place today! 

 
Brush Creek Mission Center FALL Conference 
 

Saturday, November 5, 2016 

Salem, IL, Community of Christ 

  

Coming together for a time of worship, fellowship, and conducting the business of the Mission Cen-

ter are all important aspects of living with Christ in community. 

 Included in our plans for our Annual Fall Conference will be: 

         Election and sustaining of 2017 BCMC Leaders 

         Approving 2017 BCMC Budget 

         Other business as needed 

  

Please don’t miss this opportunity to gather in fellowship with others from around our Mission Cen-

ter!  Spending time together strengthens the body of Christ! 

  

Watch for additional details through e-mail, on the website announcements, and in the October e-

Bridges newsletter! 

 

http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
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World Conference Memories 

Here is the testimony of one of these first-timers: 

“I’m very glad I was able to be a delegate for World Conference this year for the first time.   

I’m glad the schedule lined up so I was able to attend.  We’re at a critical and exciting time 

in the life of the church.  Having a front row ticket to what is coming next was very exciting. 

It further cemented my faith in the hearts of our church leaders.  I trust them to guide us 

where we are called to go.“  Nathan Mack 

 

 

Important legislation was discussed and handled during the conference.  You are encouraged to read your Herald 

and to visit the Community of Christ website and read about decisions that were made.  The worship services 

were a highlight of the week, as well as opportunities to listen, learn and share with people from all over the 

world, experiencing their cultures, languages, and music, and realizing that we have so much in common. 

 

It wasn’t important that we did not vote alike on every issue; we knew that we were united in love and that love 

was very evident in our delegation as we met for the business sessions each day.  We were glad to see each other 

and share experiences we were having during the week.        

One experience that seemed to be a favorite of many who attended was the call of nations where the church is 

established or has a presence in the world.  As the flags of the nations were untied and allowed to hang over the 

balcony one by one as their country was named, our hearts leaped with joy.  Sixty nations were represented in the 

roll call.  Delegates from other nations were not “visitors” among us, but were “one with us”.  What an exciting 

time to be involved in the outreaching ministry of Jesus Christ and the body of Community of Christ. -Joan 

     June 4 – 11, 2016 – not the usual time of the year for a World Conference, but three years ago the delegates 

voted to try a summer date.  Yes, it caused an adjustment in camps and reunions in many jurisdictions, including 

ours; conflicted with end of school activities in some jurisdictions;  made it difficult for some to get off work to 

go since so many people request summer days off.  However, it made it possible for people to attend and be 

delegates who had never had that opportunity.  It especially added young adults to our delegation – WHAT A 

JOY!!!  Teachers and students and others who could never attend in April now had an opportunity to experience 

this incredible event. 

So many others shared similar feelings.  Brush Creek    Mission Center was 

allotted 32 delegates to the conference!  Almost all of us wore our gray 

Brush Creek shirts on Monday.  It was like being at SPECTACULAR with 

our delegation shirts.   

We may have started a new trend at World Conference. 
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Brush Creek  

Mission Center   

INDEPENDENCE  

BUS TRIP 

 

WORLD  

CONFERENCE  

 

 JUNE 4 & 5, 2016 
 

 
During the early months of 2016, a dream was born to provide non-delegate members of the Brush Creek Mission Center 

an opportunity to catch a small glimpse of the World Church Conference in action on June 4 & 5, 2016. 

 

The Tunnel Hill Congregation accepted the assignment of coordinating a bus trip to Independence and received BCMC Mis-

sion Initiative Congregational Funds to cover the cost of bus leasing and overnight lodging.  Rosemary Rouse was appointed 

as Trip Coordinator, and she began working on the development of this trip. 

 

The offer of this opportunity was met with extreme enthusiasm throughout the Mission Center, and on the morning of June 

4th, 45 individuals from the Brush Creek Mission Center, representing 8 congregations (Eldorado – 3, Flora – 4, Jacksonville 

– 1, Marion – 8, Salem – 1, Taylorville – 1, Thompsonville – 17, and Tunnel Hill – 10), along with 5 general members, em-

barked on their way to Independence, MO. 

 

The group ranged from youth to older adults, and the majority of the participants had not previously had the opportunity to 

travel to World Church Headquarters.  In addition, almost all in group had never had the opportunity to experience World 

Conference! 

 

As the bus entered Independence and made its way to World Church Headquarters, the anticipation of the group began to 

grow.  As the first glimpse of the Temple came into view there was a noted moment of reverence, followed by comments 

of awe and wonderment. 

 

Sandra Ferguson of the World Church, along with Glenn & Phyllis Webb of the Tunnel Hill congregation meet the bus, and 

accompanied the group to the upper level of the auditorium conference chamber for seating in time to experience the mu-

sical presentation of the “Pipes and Drums for Peace” and to participate in the opening afternoon session which included 

the presentation of the country flags.   President Veazey offered greetings from around the world before the organization of 

the conference occurred. 
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INDEPENDENCE BUS TRIP  WORLD CONFERENCE  2016      continued 
   
As the group returned from a supper break, they were greeted with the beautiful international music presentation.  The evening 

session included the presentation of the 2016 International Peace Award to Leymah Gbowee from Liberia, who also provided a 

very moving keynote address. 

 

The group spent some time visiting with BCMC delegates and making new friends in the “Celebration Village” before traveling to 

a local motel for some well deserved rest.  It had definitely been a long but memorable day. 

 

Sunday morning began with breakfast at the hotel and the group’s return to the auditorium for the morning service.  They were 

greeted with a wonderful prelude by Jan Kraybill on the auditorium pipe organ and more international music by the Pacific Mis-

sion Field choir and soloists.  This service included the sacrament of communion. 

 

Following the close of this session, the group was joined by an additional 20 BCMC delegates, friends and family for a wonderful 

dinner buffet at Ophelia's restaurant before returning to the auditorium for the evening session.  

 

There was some free time on the World Plaza and an opportunity to visit the Temple for the daily prayer for peace before the 

group boarded the bus for their return home. 

 

The expressions of those participating were those of gratitude and excitement that they had been given this awesome opportu-

nity by the Brush Creek Mission Center to participate in the experiences of the beginning of World Conference. 

 

All were looking forward to returning to their individual congregations to share their testimonies of the strengthening of their 

faith and their better understanding of the outreach of the World Church. 

 

Individual comments from a few of  those in attendance. 

 
What can I say about attending World Conference?  Wow!  This was once of the most incredible experiences of my 

life.  To sit in the Auditorium with thousands of people from all over the world and sing "We are One in the Spirit" 

or to sit there and hear the French-Polynesian version of "Kum Ba Yah" gives a new meaning to all of the music we 

sing on a regular basis in our own congregations.  We truly are One in Christ and being among all of our brothers 

and sisters from all over the globe helped to drive that fact deeper into my soul!  I feel so blessed to have been able 

to attend and look forward to the next Conference already! 

Jared Garrison 

 

I really appreciated the opportunity to visit World Conference on the bus trip. As a result of deciding to go my son 

Kenny and his wife Heather decided to go, too.  It was a first for both of them. They loved it!  Also my daughter 

drove in from Jeff City along with 2 more of my sons and their companions who were delegates. We had a little fam-

ily reunion! 

Dorothy Ryder 
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INDEPENDENCE BUS TRIP  WORLD CONFERENCE  2016       

Individual comments from a few of those in attendance  continued 

 

The trip to Independence was certainly an unforgettable experience for my son, Jared, two grandchildren – 

Jesse and Josie – and me.  None of us had ever been to Independence to conference.  The trip to and from 

was awesome!!  We had so much fun!  Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves.  It was very relaxing and excit-

ing!  The Temple is breath taking!!  What an experience!  I had seen pictures, but they did not do it justice.  

The Temple itself was an awesome experience – we could feel HIS presence.  Conference was unbelievable!  

The flag ceremony was just beautiful.  The apparel our people wore from the different countries was so beau-

tiful!  The music actually made me cry – it was magnificent.  I wish everyone could attend and experience 

what I did!  There are no words to explain how I feel other than I certainly know There IS A GOD!!!  ACTU-

ALLY, I already knew that but conference certainly reinforced what I have been taught all of my life.  I am so 

glad I was able to go and take my son and grandkids, too.  They were in awe, as was I, at everything we ex-

perienced!  Thanks to Rosemary Rouse for all of her hard work and hours spent organizing our trip to Inde-

pendence. 

Emma Lou Garrison 

 

Our enjoyable bus trip to Independence on Saturday, June 4, was filled with road trip find it games, word 

scrambles, trivia, and snacks!  We were welcomed by blue sunny skies and a magnificent Community of Christ 

temple reaching to white puffy clouds. We sat in the center of the balcony in the Auditorium right above the 

BCMC Delegates. Steve Veazey presided over the opening ceremonies. The thought of our church being rep-

resented in sixty countries was inspiring, but to see the flags from each country unfold around the Auditorium 

was breathtaking. My husband Mike, was honored to help Bill Gunlock release the Republic of China flag. I will 

treasure helping Julius Sackor Dixon from Liberia, Africa with his country’s flag. We can be proud that our 

roots in the BCMC cultivated the path of the Community of Christ.  We are the foundation.  We are a 

WORLD COMMUNITY!  Sunday's highlight for us was taking communion with our world community. David 

Brock shared a message on "We are one."  The offering was received in 120 baskets made by the Dominican 

Republic community. Our Pacific Mission Center Choir sang beautifully! All in all this was a trip of a lifetime 

and we are thankful to the BCMC and Rosemary Rouse for the trip, hotel, and priceless memories!   Smiles 

 

Mike and Rhonda Marshall 

 

Well, I can’t speak from the perspective of someone who traveled to Con-

ference, but, I’d just like to let everyone know how excited I was that you all 

came. I also really appreciated getting to sit with everyone at the opening 

session and visit with folks at the dinner on Saturday evening. It was won-

derful having you all here and I hope it was a good experience for folks. It 

was certainly a treat for me! I had a blast with you!  

        -- Blessings 

Sandra J. Ferguson 
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Brush Creek JUNE Reunion  2016  
  

As I sit here thinking about the June Reunion I am still amazed by God.  We were led to a spiritual high 

by the ministry of our guests, Zac and Katie Harmon-McLaughlen, Andrew Bolton and Dr. Joe Webb, 

throughout the week.  We were blessed to spend time with Craig Lenfestey,  our new Field Support 

Minister.  And to share in the baptismal commitments made by four of our youth! Isn’t that really what 

matters most – Amen?  Choosing to be a disciples of Jesus.    

  

I have so many to thank for volunteering to serve in so many roles that, in turn, enabled others to come 

and to receive from God.  Thank you all.  Without our volunteers, we could not hold a reunion – we are 

grateful to each of you.   

  

The campgrounds have become a place for many of us to gather with our families and to draw apart 

from the world and breathe.  It is my hope that we all consider how we can respond to the needs that 

are present within our World Church, campground and local congregations to continue to be about the 

mission that God has called us to.  May God continue to bless our endeavors.  

  

Chris Ober and Tammy Austin 

June Reunion Directors 
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Dale Warren recognized  
   

Prior to the Sunday morning service of the June Reunion, on 

June 19, 2016 Dale Warren was recognized for his work on 

the Brush Creek Campground Board.  John Etcheson, current 

Campground Board President, informed the congregation 

that Dale has previously served on the board for 38 years and 

was board president for 27 years. 

Reunion in Southern Illinois began in 1894.  With plans for a 

dedicated Reunion grounds, the first 8 acres of land were 

purchased in 1921.  For many years Reunion was held under 

tents, out of the backs of wagons and outside. 

Dale Warren grew up in the Orchardville area and began dat-

ing Erma Lou who was a Later Day Saint member along with 

her family and brother, Ivan Holler.  Dale tells of sitting out-

side the church waiting for his new wife to come out of 

church.  Eventually he began attending church and Sunday 

school.  In August of 1954 Dale Warren was baptized at the 

Brush Creek Reunion and has loved the grounds  for the past 

64 years. 

John Etcheson summarized the many changes to the grounds during Dale’s tenure on the campground board, in-

cluding the building of the lake, dining hall, lodges, sewer system, sidewalks and upgrading of the cabins.  In the early 

1960s Dale, as president of the board would sign for a loan to operate the Reunions.  Dale was instrumental  in  

securing and maintaining a long-standing agreement with the Cumberland Presbyterian  church for the rental of the 

grounds for their camping program.  The rental fees have helped finance the operations of the grounds for many 

years. 

Dale expressed his deep love and appreciation to the congregation with these words; 

 “What a joy it has been to work with wonderful people thru the years and witness the response of the 

people with their generous giving.  This is a chosen spot on this earth.  When you come on these grounds 

you feel something.  You know that the spirit of God is here.  It has been my joy to have the opportunity 

to work with all of you to make these grounds what they are today.  Thank you so much.  May god bless 

you and the board as they go forth, continuing the work on these grounds.” 

Dale was presented a decorative plaque with an inscription “for your faithful service— as an offering to God,  we 

will not forget how you have shown your love for him by caring for others”.  The Sunday morning congregation 

responded with applause and a standing ovation. 

Praise the Lord. 

Submitted by Donna Green Savage 
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June Reunion Reflections 
   

The Spirit of the One you follow is the spirit of love and peace.  That Spirit seeks to abide in the hearts of those who would embrace its call and live its 

message.  The path will not always be easy, the choices will not always be clear, but the cause is sure and the Spirit will bear witness to the truth, and 

those who live the truth will know the hope and the joy of discipleship in the community of Christ.  Amen  D & C 161:7: 

 

We saw and experienced love and peace at the June reunion – It dwelt in the hearts of those who would embrace its call and 

live its message.   We started out the week with Jake Davis’ sermon on Saturday night.  Be Still and know that I am God – lis-

ten to Him to get his directions.  He also told a great story about his Grandmother – a Spirit filled sermon. 

 

Zac Harmon & Katie Harmon-McLaughlin Sunday mornings sermon:  Be forgiving – reach out – feed them and welcome them. 

A clan of monks met the strangers coming into their village and the monks went to meet their needs. They washed their feet 

and gave them fresh bread to eat.  Zac also shared the story on the man that asked Katie to help him change his socks.  He 

used this story as one of compassion.  Later this man had a big 80th birthday party and invited all his friends that helped him 

“change his socks”.  Don’t wait for big things but do the little ones to help people.  Zac talked so much of loving one another 

and how important it was for us to share our stories.  Also at the 10:15 service, we had a Spirit filled communion experience 

with Joan Munter and Chris Ober presiding and the Priests serving communion to the congregation. 

  

In the afternoon, Jake Walker, Fairfield Congregation, was baptized by Rhonda Weedon Marshal, Evansville Congregation, 

originally from the Fairfield Congregation. David Savage gave the charge to him as he was the one that held Jake’s baptism 

classes.  He was confirmed in our Congregation the following Sunday. 

 

Craig Lenfesty’s sermon on Sunday night:  We believe.  Disciples had such great experiences with Christ and because they 

believed took the gospel into all the world as The Great Commission commands us to in Matthew 28:16-20.  Christ wants His 

Church to “catch fire and dry out the wet wood” meaning us His people to get busy!!!! 

 

Joe Webb’s class was marvelous giving the background of Jesus’ family and His Disciples which we learned most of the Disci-

ples were related to Jesus. Joe also gave inspiring sermons. Joe is Glen Webb’s cousin.  Andrew Bolton, Apostle retiring at our 

June World Conference originally from England was also a class teacher.  Holy Spirit bears witness to all truth and about the 

“Worth of all persons”, for us to continue the cause of Zion.  For us to read, ponder, and study the scriptures especially the 

Book of Mormon.  He also called us to “Proclaim Jesus Christ, Communities of Joy, Hope, Love and Peace”.  He talked about 

the 5 Initiatives of the Church:  especially Abolish Poverty and Invite People to Church.  He told about the projects in the Phil-

ippines sponsored by Outreach International and CORD.  The giving of animals to the villagers, farming projects the children’s 

schooling and the developing of Congregations and great leaders by sharing our resources to these organizations.  He also 

showed slides of baptisms in these countries: Philippines, India, & Nepal.   

 

Every night Jackie Hogue shared the theme of the day with “Children’s Moments” stories and experiments. The one I espe-

cially remember was the experiment she did with explaining “Three in One” 3-1-1 God, Christ, & Holy Spirit – ice - water and 

steam.  The kids loved their Children’s Moments and felt like they were involved in the reunion experience.  I don’t want us to 

forget our last night spent at this wonderful reunion by our sacrifice offering and after church the “Talent night”.  Our very 

own “Jace Bridgeman, Fairfield, one year old son of Bobby and Rhiannon Bridgeman, played his daddy’s drums for all to enjoy. 

 

The total reunion experience ended with us going home to our separate Congregations and continuing in our journey of mak-

ing Christ’s Mission our Mission. 

        Submitted by Bonnie Holler—Fairfield Congregation 
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JULY 2016 Reunion Afterglow 

 
Events are few and far between that come close to providing 

families the enjoyment, the spiritual uplift, and time spent to-

gether at our reunions.  The entire staff of each reunion has a 

very simple objective.That objective (goal) is that as each partici-

pant in the reunion leaves the grounds at the conclusion of the 

activities for the week, they think to themselves or say to others 

around them "I'm really glad I made the effort to attend this re-

union".  I actually received such a note that lifted my spirits when 

I read "It was a special week for our family". 

Lori Manker presided at the initial service of the reunion on Saturday night and Dr. Joseph Webb delivered an 

enlightening and inspiring message.  They set the 'expectation bar' very high for the rest of the week.  Rising to the 

expectation were our other guest ministers: Kevin Bryant, a Pastor with experience in ministry in a Metropolitan 

church, (Washington, D. C.) and a church planted into an economically depressed area in Baltimore, MD (Pigtown), 

John Wight, Senior President of the Seventy, Independence, MO, and Joelle Wight, a recent Graceland Gradu-

ate.  Each brought excellent ministry during our evening services and classes each morning.  Our Mission President, 

Joan Munter, led the morning worship in her usual excellent manner. 

Lori Manker and I extend a special thanks to all who staffed and otherwise helped at the reunion.  I'm talking about 

you who agreed to teach the classes, provide music both in classes and worship, lead the priesthood prayer ser-

vice, preside at evening worship, teach crafts, organize and supervise softball, fishing tournament, tractor pull, camp 

fire, fun-o-rama, life guard for our many water activities, K-P, drove the courtesy carts, kept hours at Herald 

House, manned the Canteen, provided snacks, assisted in taking offerings, did the important audio visual work, per-

formed the nursing duties, and yes, cleaned the auditorium, dining area and rest rooms before your departure. 

Every day, our cooks, provided us with excellent and nutritious meals served on an exacting schedule.  What a 

wonderful gift of service to all us reunion goers.  Thanks to all who helped in the kitchen and with clean up. 

And how do you say thanks enough to Dave McArthur and Phil Hogue for all the work and contribution they make 

to the appearance of the grounds as well as keeping everything in working order.  

If I have overlooked the contribution made by anyone it is not because it was unnoticed or not appreciated. 

 

Our worship each day challenged us to focus on something we can do as disciples empowered by the Water and 

the Spirit.  For example, on Sunday morning with Communion the emphasis was We Covenant, Sunday Evening-

We Believe, Monday-We Learn, Tuesday-We Share, Wednesday-We Proclaim, Thursday-We Receive, and our 

Sending Forth Service on Friday was We Respond. Deby Klein provided excellent inspirational art work to draw 

our attention to each theme. 

  

     Glenn & Phyllis Webb 
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Reunion Recordings 
  
As previously announced through e-mail, we offered live broadcasts for most of our June and July 
Reunion worship experiences.  Since then, we’ve had over 4000 “viewer minutes” of people watch-
ing either the live or recorded services and messages on our video site!  That’s over 60 hours of 
viewing – the reunion ministries continue! 
  
While I’m not terribly pleased with the low audio volume of these recordings, “it is what it is”, and 
we’ll work to improve that next time.  (We were breaking in a new webcam, and apparently need 
some different audio settings.) 
  
If you missed reunion, would like to “re-listen” to a specific message or music piece, or merely 
want to re-engage with the movement of God’s Spirit in your life, perhaps these recordings could 
be a blessing for you. 
  
You can find our BCMC video recording archive at: 
            www.livestream.com/CofChristBCMC 

  
Our “live broadcast” window can be found in the left panel, near the top.  It MAY be covered up by 
an advertisement. If so, merely click the small “x” in the upper right corner of the ad, or the “skip 
ad” link on the right side, and it’ll go away, to uncover the broadcast or play-back window. 
  
Just below this window, you’ll find a row of our most recent recordings (July Reunion), with the 
most recent being on the left side, and getting older as you move toward the right.  Click on any of 
these images to launch the play-back. As you’re viewing, you can use the pause/play button, or 
jump forward/backward in the video using the “progress bar” along the bottom of the win-
dow.  There are 2 volume settings to be aware of: 

         First is your normal PC/device volume. You’ll probably want to crank that up a bit; 

         the other setting is just left of the “play” button at the bottom. Float your cursor over the 
speaker icon, and a volume column appears, that you can drag up or down as needed. 
 
If you’re looking for something a little older than 
“most recent” videos?  Keep scrolling down, to the 
“Video Library” section in the left panel.  In the lower 
right corner of this, you can see a blue “View All 
Videos” button, that will display (currently) 35 videos 
that are available for you to click and view. 
  
We offer a special thanks to Peter Collins 
(Effingham IL), for his good work hosting the live 
broadcasts, and uploading the Reunion recordings 
to make them available for your use! 
  
We hope these recordings are a blessing to you, 
and those you share them with, as you “Invite Peo-
ple to Christ”, and to next year’s reunions! 
 

 

 

http://www.livestream.com/CofChristBCMC
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2016 SPEC Reflections 
 

WOW!  What another amazing SPEC experience.  The weather was warm and sunny all week. Many of the kids in Midwest 

Crossroads were there for the first time.   This was the first year for Rob and Suzette Ryder to serve as our delegation lead-

ers and they did an amazing job being in charge of over 60 students and staff in our group.    Tyler Mink, Jonathan Smith and I 

served as staff from Brush Creek.   Midwest Crossroads was over 60 strong.  Brush Creek Mission Center had 14 campers 

this year.   Many campers from Missouri and Indiana also attend Brush Creek Camps and the closeness just continues at SPEC.  

We quickly become ONE group, not just a combined group of kids from three different Mission Centers.   As Midwest Cross-

roads interacts with groups from all over the United States and Canada new friendships are made.  SPEC is over 1000 people 

and we fill the gym or Shaw Center lawn for group celebration and worship. 

 

Community of Christ First Presidency attends most of the week sharing in the fun and also meeting with the campers during 

class and worship times.  The SPORTS were great.  Midwest Crossroads continued their long-standing reign as Softball Cham-

pions winning a gold in the gold division.  We also won gold in gold girls Volleyball.  Quiz Bowl continues to grow and has 

become very popular at SPEC.      

 

It is hard to believe that Brush Creek campers and staff have been attending SPEC for over forty years. John Wight promoted 

the event for the “district” in the mid-seventies.  Joan Munter, followed by Tammy Austin served as Delegation Leaders for 

many years.  As the 2016 week came to a close, Midwest Crossroads met for our Delegation closing worship.  Rob Ryder 

talked about the legacy and example set by Bill Morris.  Bill attended Graceland and also served on the staff for SPEC for many 

years.  A basketball was passed around the circle as we all reflected on the importance of those special interactions and friend-

ships that last a lifetime.       

  

        Donna Savage - 2016          

Hydration Retreat  -  Save the Date 

 
Registrations is from 3:30 – 5:30pm on December 30th 

Hydration ends at 12:00 Noon on January 1st . 

 

 The camping season is over, but the New Year is just around the corner. It is not too early to start thinking about 

Hydration.  Our New Year’s Camp is targeted to Junior High and High School students.  Last year there was a 

huge turn-out.   The fee for the retreat is 30 dollars to register for the camp before Nov. 1st, and 35 dollars after 

Nov. 1st.    PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO PRE-REGISTER.  Check with the following website for the Registration 

form;   

   https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/ 

 

     Thank you, and I look forward to Hydration.  

           -Tyler Mink  

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/
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Caretaker’s  

Corner 

Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 

 

 
Another summer has almost come and gone and WHAT a summer it was; finishing our second year as caretakers of the 

beautiful place we call Home!  Our camps increased the lives that where touch by God’s sprit here on these grounds from 

the first camp until the last. Want a testament to each and every one that helped to make it work. Our newest camp Camp 5 

after the first summer calls this place home too. We still need your help in building a place for the present and future. We will 

be announcing a couple Saturday work days for this fall and again in the Spring of 2017.  Please feel free to reflect on what 

was good and what needs improvement so we can be working on them this fall and winter. Again a big THANK YOU to all of 

you that make this not a job but a JOY!!!!!!  

  

 Thanks again! 

 

     See you in 2017 if not sooner! 

 

 Thanks again! 
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Capital Campaign for Brush Creek 

 
The Brush Creek Campground Committee is 

pleased to announce the launch of a 5-year generous 

response campaign to continue the ministries of 

Brush Creek.  

 

There are two components of our plan. 

 
1)  A 5 Year, 1 Million Dollar Capital Campaign. The Capital Campaign is called “The Bridge of Hope 

Campaign”. The goal is to raise one million dollars for a Campground Endowment Fund. We will pre-

serve the principle and use the interest to support the ministries of Brush Creek Campground.  More 

details will come in the next E-Bridges.  

 
2) An Annual Fund “It’s About Time” will be promoted. The goal of the Annual Fund is to raise adequate 

money to support the ministries and annual operational costs of Brush Creek Campground.  The ap-

proximate yearly costs of Brush Creek Campground operations are $130,000. This cost includes insur-

ance, maintenance, salaries, equipment, and construction.  Both reunions have opportunity for a “sacrifice 

offering” which contributes to the needed money.  However, additional generosity is needed to meet the 

financial needs of Brush Creek Campground operation.  The Brush Creek Committee has a plan! 

 
The new program to meet the needs of operating costs for Brush Creek Campground is called “It’s 

About Time” in which all are invited to contribute $5 for one minute of Brush Creek time.  Our goal is 

to invite everyone to purchase “Minutes for Brush Creek” throughout the year.  Five dollars ($5) buys 

one minute of time.  Our goal is to have the friends of Brush Creek to purchase 6,000 minutes of time 

for a total of $30,000.  It was humbling to watch all ages give $5+ at the second reunion for “It’s About 

Time annual Fund”.   

      “$5 for one minute of Brush Creek Time” 

  
Purchase of minutes can be made on regular basis in your weekly contribution envelopes or by sending a 

check to Chris Ober, Mission Center financial officer.  Indicate on your check that it is for Brush Creek 

minutes.  Contributions to either the “It’s About Time” Annual Fund, OR the “Campground Endowment” 

fund may also be submitted online via PayPal, credit or debit card, using our Campground web page:  

     

    http://bit.ly/BCCampFunding  

  
We are encouraging all friends of Brush Creek, from the youngest to the oldest, to purchase minutes for 

Brush Creek. Give according to your full capacity. 

 

Thanks, 

 

   Dan Martin 

 
 

http://bit.ly/BCCampFunding
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Yes, YOU Can Help Support Brush Creek! 
  
As announced during the 2016 Reunions, the Brush Creek Campground Board, and the 
BCMC Campground Endowment Fund Committee, have both approved moving forward with 
two efforts to improve our ability to finance the operations and ongoing development of Brush 
Creek Campgrounds into the future. 
  
Please see the article by Dan Martin found elsewhere in this edition, introducing these two 
funding projects: 

         “It’s About Time” Campground Annual Fund 

         Brush Creek Campground Endowment Fund 
  
The Campground Endowment Fund is already a giving option on your weekly offering enve-
lopes.  You can also do a “write in” on your envelope, to donate to the Annual Fund. 
 
If you do not yet receive offering envelopes, please request them from your Congregation Finan-
cial Officer or Pastor. 
  
In addition, YOU can now also contribute to either or both of these funds online, through PayPal or 
using a Credit or Debit card.  To do so, please visit this page: 
           

    https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/campground/ 
  
Either click on the “Funding” quick link along the top, or scroll down toward the bottom to find the 
“Funding” section.  
  
Here, you can choose either of two “PayPal” links, that will let you securely donate through your Pay-
Pal account (if you have 
one), or with your per-
sonal debit/credit card.  
 
 You’ll find a screen 
something like this: 

 
 
Choose the fund you’re   
interested in supporting, 
and click the “Donate”  
button.  
  
 
On the next screen, YOU choose the amount, whether this is a one-time or recurring donation, and  
provide the appropriate  payment information. 
  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of Christ’s life-changing ministries through your local congrega-
tion, the Brush Creek Mission Center, our campground, and to peoples and nations around the 
world!  Please continue to work toward “balanced giving”, so that Christ’s message of Zion can con-
tinue to reach people through all of these paths! 

  

 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/campground/
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CSI 
No, not Crime Scene Investigation! 

 

Camp Staff Intern! 

 

Beginning in 2015, Brush Creek Mission Center initiated a new program to prepare 

young people to be staff members at our youth camps in the summer.  Six 13 and 

14 year olds are chosen each year from applications they have completed and sub-

mitted to attend junior camp as an intern with no responsibilities other than to 

attend training sessions.  The program includes instruction, observation, question 

and answer sessions, and looking to the future (discussions on how to prepare for 

various positions on a camp staff).  The required training program for completion 

of the Registered Youth Worker application is also presented to the participants, 

allowing them to be ready to apply for certification as a Registered Youth Worker 

Assistant when they are 15 years old.  The program also allows present staff to ob-

serve the interns and determine their qualifications to serve on a camp staff in the 

future.   

 

Watch for application information for 2017 in future eBridges. 

 

 

 Remember, it costs us around $275 per person to oper-

ate each camp and reunion.   Your support and generosity 

are necessary so that everyone can participate.   
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 Pursue Peace Titus Team 
 

As I was thinking on what to write about pertaining to peace, whether it be a testimony I 

heard or a  short story,  I came upon a definition of peace that comes from the bible: “To 

be whole or complete”. Immediately my mind raced back to missing puzzle pieces and 

how some people when they find their faith describe it as finding the missing puzzle piece 

in their life.   I also recall a friend telling me that when they met their spouse for the first 

time that it was like finding the missing piece in their life and when they had their first child their life became whole. 

  

I firmly believe that God wants us to feel whole and complete.  For some people they find it early on, for others they 

search their entire lives and on their death bed, they finally feel complete. I cannot answer what it will take for you 

who are searching for those missing puzzle pieces to find them and feel whole or complete.  I do know that the Holy 

Spirit will aid you and that you never, I repeat never walk alone on your journeys.  God has a plan for each and every 

one of us.  We need to believe in God and the plan that is specially designed for us.  There are going to be days 

where you will question your faith and resolve, there will be cloudy stormy days, but remember that after every 

storm is a beautiful rainbow and that the earth needs those storms to feed the flowers and plants which on the good 

days bloom. 

 It is my prayer for you that read these simple words today, that you realize that you are loved, you are never alone 

and that god works in mysterious ways and like a loving parent only wishes the best for you.  As a final thought I 

leave you with this scripture from Numbers 6:24-26; “May the Lord bless you and protect you.  May the Lord smile 

on you and be gracious to you.  May the Lord show you his favor and give you his peace.” 

 

     Douglas Chaffee 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

NEWS from Mt. Vernon Congregation 

 
The Mt. Vernon Congregation held a rummage sale On July 16th where we had the opportunity of 

meeting people from the surrounding community who have never heard of the church let alone been 

to our church and it was very productive in getting to know more about our surrounding commu-

nity.  We also held an Ice Cream social on the 10th of August at 6:30 pm.  We are working on a grant 

so next year we will be having a community garden on our church grounds as a way to help aid our 

community and promote love, generosity and a sense of family in our local neighborhood . 
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God wants to bless each and everyone of you. God wants to bless every element of your life. The evangelist 

has been called to do just that. Get out of your mind the notion that the evangelist is just an old man or 

woman ready to pray at the drop of the hat. The evangelist has been blessed by God to have the insight and 

the grace to extend  to  you God's sense of your worth and your  value, and your promise.  But more than 

that  God wishes to bless all  elements of your life: your home, your family and your bible as it guides you. 

If God were to walk up to  you  this very minute and say, "hey brother or sister, would  you like me  to 

lay  hands on you and bless you in everything you do?"    What would your answer be?    Okay, then why 

don't you say yes to the evangelist? 

 

Marvin Kleinau 

 

Evangelist Corner with Marvin Kleinau 

 

Evangelist Blessing 

 
It is a sacred time and space to come closer to God. It is a special prayer of blessing that gives guidance, hope, as-

surance, and insights to help you on your spiritual journey. 

The nature of God is to love and bless. God's blessing comes through many avenues, such as family, friends, nature, 

music, or the written word. God desires to further bless you with a personal and specific blessing at key moments 

in your life journey: 

 When you are at transition points (graduation, college, marriage, children, divorce, employment deci-

sions, etc.) 

 When the big questions of "Who am I?" and "What is my purpose?" occupy your mind and heart 

 When you want to understand God's will for your life 

 When you sense that God is calling you to new pathways 

In Community of Christ, the sacrament of evangelist blessing provides opportunity for this personal and specific 

ministry. 

http://www.cofchrist.org/personal-blessing 

It is high time we stopped playing church and get down to the nitty gritty of Presi-

dent Veazey’s speech, which if you have lost track of its central message, was 

pretty much devoted to the greater use of the evangelist in our congregational 

life.  I want to speak to only  two elements of that message but there were others.  

http://www.cofchrist.org/personal-blessing
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Are you getting the Brush Creek e-Bridges newsletter “second hand”? 
 

 If you are not receiving the e-Bridges newsletter directly in your e-mail inbox, please send a mes-
sage to BradBryant70@gmail.com, so we can include you on future mailings! 

 Or, sign up at the bottom of this web page: 

            https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/ 

BCMC Web Editors 
  
Several weeks ago, I sent out an invitation for volunteers who would be willing to learn how and pro-
vide regular and ongoing updates to our BCMC website, at  
   http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com.   
Two folks stepped forward, and are blessing us with their gifts of time, desire and skill.  Please wel-
come these folks to our website maintenance team: 

         Denise Hampton, Terre Haute IN, Effingham IL congregation  edhampton@frontier.com 

         Deborah Van Heest, Springfield VA         dmlvanheest@yahoo.com 

  
We’re still growing in our abilities and job sharing.  At this point: 

         Denise is focused on the upcoming BCMC Calendar events, found on the home page, and the 

“countdown” to the next major BCMC event. 

         Debbie will be providing updates to congregational pages, adding local events, maps, photos, 
and other relevant local information in support of our congregations and ministries. 

         Brad will continue to manage all other pages on this site, transitioning more as experience, 
comfort levels, and needs dictate; and continuing to move pages from our old site (www.cofchrist-
brushcreek-missioncenter.org) to the new site. 
  
Feel free to send updates to any of the 3 of us, and we’ll route them as appropriate within the team! 
 
   Brad Bryant 
 

Campground Wi-Fi fixed! 
  
I received an e-mail from Jacob Burkett today (August 2), stating that he visited the campground 

last night, and identified a defective piece of hardware in our internet payment processing server, 

that was probably the root cause of the MANY connection problems that some of you faced during 

this summer’s reunion and camping experiences.  Sorry about the troubles, but Jacob believes that 

the problem has been solved now, and so we should have good connectivity during the upcoming 

Campground Workday, the Women’s Retreat, and Hydration! 

  

Thank you Jacob, from all of us! 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com
mailto:edhampton@frontier.com
mailto:dmlvanheest@yahoo.com
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Why is Brad sometimes unavailable? 

  

Some of you may have noticed that Brad had to leave July Reunion mid-week.  You may also notice occasional “out of office” e

-mail responses or voice-mail greetings.  What’s going on? 

 Well, in an effort to better align with the Mission Initiative of “ending suffering”, and building upon his 20-year experience as a 

Red Cross disaster relief volunteer and instructor, Brad has accepted an “on call” position with FEMA (Federal Emergency 

Management Agency), working as a Training Specialist supporting disaster relief workers across the nation.  When major disas-

ters occur or when preparedness training is needed, FEMA can call and mobilize Brad (sometimes with little notice) to various 

sites throughout the USA, to help train and empower volunteers, federal government employees, state & local governments, & 

community partners, to prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters of all types. 

 During July Reunion (unfortunate timing!), Brad was mobilized to travel to Baltimore Maryland, to help train a group of 80 

young adults serving in FEMA Corps, a disaster-relief organization deployed to work alongside of FEMA during disaster re-

sponses (part of the AmeriCorps organization).  The following week, he retaught the same class to a group of 120 young 

adults in Vicksburg Mississippi.  These 200 young adults are gearing up to serve the American citizens and first responders, 

working in partnership with FEMA.  They’ll soon be serving at the current 250+ ongoing Federal disaster relief operations, 

AND serving in the unknown, upcoming disasters that we don’t yet know about! 

 Because these mission assignments are “unpredictable”, Brad has also reduced his work hours for BCMC.  This change also 

allows BCMC to reallocate some budget funding to other purposes & ministries, and helps allow Brad to explore this balance 

of expanded service to our nation’s citizens AND to our church. 

 However, yes, it does mean that Brad will be a little “less available”, and slightly “less responsive” to questions & inquires, 

especially during travel and deployment periods.  

 However, know that my commitment to the message, mission and ministry of Christ and His restored church has not 

changed... merely expanded to better align with my calling as a Seventy to be ministering “in the world”, and not merely in the 

congregations of BCMC.  Please be patient with me, as I explore how these two ways to represent Christ can work together 

for the kingdom building progress, and inviting more people to Christ along the way! 

 It’s an interesting testimony that God knew about my deployment during July Reunion before I did.  I was wondering why 

Glenn & Lori hadn’t scheduled me to do anything at July Reunion: no classes, no preaching, no major engagement at all.  The 

Spirit was instead, preparing the way, to allow the Reunion experience to continue effectively, without me there!  How cool is 

that? 

  

I’d like to offer special thanks to Debbie Van Heest (audio/visual support), Peter Collins (internet broadcast support), and 

Chris Ober (internet vouchers) for covering for roles that I would typically be helping with during July reunion!  You were 

each a blessing, working cooperatively as a team in my absence, to help ensure that Zionic-community continued to unfold for 

our gathering, and that people’s needs were met!  

  

And thanks too, to my wife Donna, for being patient and flexible during those times when I have to leave her home alone, to 

serve the needs of our broken world! (Yes, sometimes she’ll likely travel with me!) 

          Brad Bryant 



Brush Creek Mission Center      

Joan Munter, 

Mission Center President   

  618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

Chris Ober, 

BCMC Financial Officer  

cober@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Donna Savage, 

BCMC e-Bridges Editor   

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Community of Christ:  http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

  Brush Creek Mission Center:  http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -      We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, 

love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground because so many people 

for so many years meet God on these grounds.        

 

BCMC 2016  Dates  
 

 

Sept 5  Monday  Labor Day 

Sept 16—18   Women’s Retreat  Brush Creek 

Sept 24  Saturday Brush Creek Campground Work Day 

Oct 21—23   Graceland University Homecoming 

Nov 5  Saturday BCMC Fall Conference Salem 

Nov 24  Thursday Thanksgiving 

Nov 27  Sunday  First Day of Advent 

Dec 25  Sunday  Christmas 

Dec 30—Jan 1   Hydration Youth Retreat  Brush Creek 

Jan 1  Sunday  New Years Day  

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:cober@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges%20
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com

