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Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center   October 26, 2013 

Conference Agenda 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Experience 

   Theme: Summoned to Follow 

   Apostle Barbara Carter, Speaker 
        

12:00 p.m.            Lunch – Bring your own     Drinks provided 

 

1:30 p.m.            Annual Business Meeting 

 

You are invited to attend the Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference at the  

Salem, IL, Community of Christ. 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting the busi-

ness of the  

Mission Center are all important aspects of our community. 

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with those who know the  

      Mission Matters Most for the Journey Ahead. 

   

Come and Bring Light to a 

 World Full of Darkness 

 

Probably many of us have had the experience of starting to replace a burned out 

light bulb only to find that it was just loose – not burned out at all.  It was just not 

connected to the source. 

POWER COMES FROM THE SOURCE. 

We cannot “light up” if we are not screwed into the source. No matter how much 

we want our pews full, our classes overflowing, our message shared, we cannot do 

it unless we recognize and rely on the Spirit – our Source.   

So many times we fail to invite others to experience our communities of joy, hope, 

love and peace, because we assume our “small congregation” has nothing to offer.  

In feeling this way, we claim WE are the source instead of the Spirit. 

 THE POWER IS IN THE INVITATION - THE CONNECTION POINT  TO THE 

SOURCE! 

“My Spirit is reaching out to numerous souls even now and there are many who  

will respond if you, my people, will . . . INVITE ALL TO COME UNTO ME.”  

D. & C. 153:9 adapt. 

 

 

In this beautiful season let’s  
LIGHT UP THE WORLD!!! 

 

Joan       

 images used by permission: bing.com/images 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
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Invite People to Christ! 
  
As your congregation schedules various “special events” and activi-
ties for the upcoming Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and New 
Year periods, please keep “Invitation” in the forefront of your mind! 
  
There are people, right now, who are outside of the circle of fellow-
ship and love that your congregation offers.  They are hungry: look-
ing for love, acceptance, and welcome... and many have not found 
those in other “church” experiences.  In fact, many people have 
found just the opposite as they’ve tried “church” in the past, and 
they’ve come away bruised and broken hearted, in places and situa-
tions where they “should” find Joy, Hope, Love and the Peace of   
Jesus Christ. 
  
Let’s each choose to make a difference in their lives this year!  Let’s invite someone to ex-
perience what WE know to be the warm, welcoming love that they can find in Community of 
Christ congregations around the world! 
  
Many people’s hearts are more open and receptive during this season, to the words of invita-
tion and encouragement, to “try again”.  The Spirit is also touching souls alive, causing many 
to be seeking & searching more actively.  As you plan for your next potluck, Thanksgiving 
dinner, Advent worship service, Hanging of the Greens, progressive dinner, white elephant 
gift exchange, New Year party, or whatever..., think of a person, a family, a set of friends, 
who would be blessed merely by “being invited” to go to something WITH you! 
  
Maybe they’ll say “no”?  It’s possible.  And if so, realize that your invitation is merely “planting 
a seed” in their lives... getting them thinking about it, so that the NEXT time you invite, they 
might respond “yes”! 
  
The victory is in the invitation!  Keep on inviting, and be amazed at how God is working 
around you! 
 

          Brad Bryant 

 

 Are you getting the Brush Creek e-Bridges newsletter “second hand”? 

  

If you are not receiving the e-Bridges newsletter directly in your e-mail inbox, please send a 
message to BradBryant70@gmail.com, so we can include you on future mailings! 

 Or, sign up at the bottom of this web page: 

            https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/ 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/e-bridges-newsletter/
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Fall Mission Center Conference 2015 Summary 

 
What fun to see all who attended the recent fall conference in Salem.  Just to reacquaint, visit, share a meal to-

gether, worship, sing, conduct business and feel  a part of the big picture of Community of Christ is always a 

blessing.  Our conference was definitely that – a true blessing! 

We are grateful for the Salem congregation providing a meeting place for us and for preparing the beverages 

for our lunchtime.  Thank you all! 

Be Love’s Living Witness was the theme for the conference which began with the morning worship service. 

Our voices blended beautifully as we sang together in preparation for the ordination of Ann Schwengel to the 

office of High Priest by Evangelist Bill Morris and High Priest Glenn Webb.  A peaceful, but exciting Spirit con-

tinued as President of Seventy Keith McMillan shared an inspiring, heartfelt message. Many expressed joy that 

they had been present for this experience.  

During our lunch and visiting time, Chris Ober asked us to write prayers on colored fabric squares to be sent 

to Independence.  Our prayers will be displayed with others from all over the world during the 2016 World 

Conference.   

Prior to a pre-legislative session, Keith McMillan presented the New USA Model for Mission from the USA 

Team of Apostles.   In the 2013 Words of Counsel to the Church, Steve Veazey shared the instruction for 

there to be developed innovative approaches to coordinating congregational life and supporting groups of disci-

ples and seekers.  This plan is in response to those instructions.  While this was a brief explanation, it gave us 

an overview of what is ahead moving into 2016.  One of the goals of this new model is to make world church 

ministers and resources more available to support congregations and mission centers across the USA.  More 

complete information will be shared with the Mission Center in the next few months as the pieces of this 

model begin to be implemented.   

 

During Keith’s presentation we were introduced to Susan Naylor, our Mission support leader for the new 

model.  BCMC, along with seven other Mission Centers, will be part of Susan’s area (Area 1).  Also attending 

our conference was one of our Administrative support ministers, Blair White.  Blair, along with his wife, Denise 

will serve our area in this capacity.  Susan, Blair and Denise, along with Keith, will lead us into this new and ex-

citing way of moving the initiatives forward.  We appreciated the opportunity to get to know our team of lead-

ers.  

A pre-legislative session was convened and the agenda for the conference business meeting was outlined.  Free 

discussion and opportunity for questions were available during this session.   

The conference business meeting was officially called to order and the business of the Mission Center was con-

ducted.  The list of sustained and elected officers will be printed in the 2016 BCMC Directory, available after 

the first of the new year, or you can contact me if you have questions prior to the publication date.   

 

BCMC is so fortunate to have such loving, caring and supportive people who understand what matters most!  

Drawing together for days such as this strengthens each of us as well as our resolve to keep the mission of Je-

sus Christ alive and foremost in our thoughts and actions.  Again, we were blessed!!! 

           Joan 
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Delegates  
Tammy Austin  

Brad Bryant  

Andrea Collins  

John Etcheson  

Sue Green  

Megan Hargett  

Gail Harmon  

Marion Harmon  

Mike Jack  

Deby Klein  

Lauren Lambert  

Doug Mack  

Nathan Mack  

Stefanie Mack  

Susan Mack  

Dan Martin  

Kitty Martin  

Joan Munter  

Christine Ober  

Ernest Rumple  

Jean Rumple  

Andy Ryder  

Peggy Ryder  

Colleen Savage  

Donna Savage  

Ann Schwengel  

Jon Schwengel  

Glenn Webb  

Phyllis Webb  

Robert White  

Karen Witts  

Doug Zaring  

 

 

Alternates  
Larry Spoon  

Paula Spoon  

Laura Ovall  

Jason Ovall  

Alan Meers 

 

World Conference 2016  
 

One of the blessings of being a member of 

Community of Christ is the opportunity to 

represent the members of your Mission Cen-

ter when decisions are made at the World 

Church level.    

 

 Community of Christ World Conference is June 4-11, 2016.  

Delegates from all over the world will assemble for a week of sharing, 

listening, deliberation, worship, fellowship and the excitement that 

comes from the keen realization that you are part of something BIG – 

GLOBAL – WONDERFUL! 

   

 

Delegates were recently elected by the Brush Creek Fall Mis-

sion Center Conference.  Our BCMC area was authorized to elect 

32 delegates, and 32 alternates.  An Alternate would fill the seat of a 

delegate, if the delegate were sick, or otherwise unable to 

serve.  Those receiving the top 32 votes will serve as delegates.  Alter-

nates will be seated, when needed, in descending order, based on the 

number of votes each person received.   

   

It is also expected that delegates will be fully involved and partici-

pating in conference-related activities throughout the 

week.  This will include participation in worship services, listening ses-

sions, business sessions, pre-legislative reviews of topics/issues, and 

similar activities that help provide us with the information and experi-

ences we need from all sides of an issue, to make an informed de-

cision on behalf of church members “back home” AND around the 

globe. 
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Put Your Prayer on a Flag 

 

Imagine a large tent where all are welcome. Conversation, laughter, concern, and fellowship 
fill the crowd. As you stand outside, the tent looks full. Then you’re invited in, and you learn 
there is always room. 

Throughout time God has invited everyone to step 
“under the tent.” There is always room. An Enduring 
Principle states All Are Called. God graciously gives 
people gifts and opportunities to do good and to share 
in God’s purposes. Jesus Christ invites people to fol-
low him by becoming disciples who share his life and 
ministry. We respond faithfully, with the help of the 
Holy Spirit, to our best understanding of God’s call. All 
Are Called; there is room for all. 

 

As we prepare for the 2016 World Conference, the image of a tent, and room for all has been 
impressed on the planning teams. We invite everyone to join the Conference experience. 
Imagine the tent that could cover our world. 

In keeping with this imagery, we invite you to join with members and friends around the world 
in creating a massive tent of prayers. From the far reaches of the Earth, share your prayers 
of preparation and blessing. We’ll display them on prayer flags that will hang throughout Con-
ference. They’ll hang in the Conference Chamber, hallways, between buildings, and in the 
Temple Sanctuary. Your prayers will surround those at World Conference and reach beyond, 
touching the world. 

You can participate by: 

 Submitting your prayer by e-mail. WorldConference@CofChrist.org)   Prayers then will be 

transferred to a 12-by-12-inch prayer flag and connected with other prayer flags. 

 Writing your prayer directly onto a 12-by-12-inch prayer flag. We’re suggesting blue, 
white, red, green, and yellow with cotton or lightweight fabric. Mail your flag to Community of 
Christ, c/o World Conference, 1001 W. Walnut St., Independence, MO 64050 USA. We’ll 
connect it with other submitted flags. 

This is a great project for a congregation, Sunday school class, retreat, or a project during a 
mission center conference or other activity. If your congregation would like to help transfer 
the electronically submitted prayers onto prayer flags, please contact us. 

We’d love to have thousands of prayer flags to share. This is an opportunity for everyone to 
prepare for World Conference and to be “under the tent.” 
 
 
Reprinted with permission from cofchrist.org  

http://www.cofchrist.org/2016-world-conference
mailto:WorldConference@CofChrist.org?subject=Prayer%20Flag
mailto:WorldConference@CofChrist.org
mailto:worldconference@CofChrist.org?subject=World%20Conference%20Prayer%20Flag
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 Brush Creek USA Mission Center  
Ministry & Priesthood Workshop  
Salem IL   Saturday, February 6, 2016  
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. Class starts 9 am - 4:30 pm  
 
The Develop Disciples Titus Team is excited to host an opportunity to hear from Dr. Joe Webb on 

February 6, 2016.  For those of you who attended the 2015 July reunion you will remember that Dr. 

Webb taught a spectacular class about Jesus, that brought him out of the pages of the Bible and put 

him in everyday life.  If you didn’t attend Dr. Webb’s class, this is another opportunity for priest-

hood, and those preparing to accept a call, to learn and explore enhanced ways of communicating 

Christ’s “good news” – and possibly discover hidden strengths that you didn’t know about.  Don’t 

forget to mark your calendar and set aside time for this awesome opportunity! 

We encourage anyone who needs the pre-reading book “Preaching Without Notes” to order online 

through the BCMC Shopping pages and support our Mission Center as well, probably through the 

Amazon or Barnes & Nobel links. 

              http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm 

Here’s a paraphrased excerpt from Dr. Webb’s book: 

"Do the sermons in your congregation provide connectedness and participation, and do they reflect 

authentic witness?  Come and learn how to make the truth of the gospel plain, make it pleasing, 

make it moving.  We can all do this!"  

 Billy Garrison will be providing lunch for our gathering, and we’ll accept donations to help offset 

that cost. 

 

BCMC Recorder  
 

Karen Zimmerman from the Fairfield Congregation has been named the Mission Center Recorder.  

She will be working with the Congregational Recorders to report membership data to the World 

Church.   She has done some training with Brad Bryant and will be learning as she goes.   Her contact 

information is as follows; 

 

 e-mail address is zimm4@fairfieldwireless.net, home phone is 618 842-2266  

 
  

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm
mailto:zimm4@fairfieldwireless.net
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An Open Letter to the Saints:  

 
I have no doubt there are some reading this letter that do not have much 

faith in prayer. If you are one of those, the thoughts in this letter are for 

you.  If, on the other hand, if you are believers in prayer---real believers, 

than this letter is even more important for you. 

  

First, let’s get one thing straight.  If you have “little faith in prayer,” PRAY ANYWAY.  BE BOLD IN 

YOUR PRAYERS.  TRUST GOD WILL HEAR THEM.   

 Why?  Because that is the instruction Jesus left for us.  Remember  the man whose son was an epi-

leptic and he begged Jesus to heal him.  (Mark 9:14)  Jesus’ reply was       “all things can be done for 

one who believes.” To which the father replied, in full honesty, “I believe, help my unbelief.” 

Jesus knew  at once that this man was like many he encountered, and still encounters today,   

WANTING TO BELIEVE, BUT NOT QUITE MAKING IT.. And so Jesus gave us one of the most im-

portant thoughts in the bible.  Don’t worry, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed you can 

move mountains.” 

We call that reply by Jesus a hyperbole, meaning “an exaggeration.” You and I are not going around 

moving mountains with small time faith in God. But there is a good reason why Jesus made such a 

powerful case for praying even if you have little faith. Jesus knew that unless people of all levels of 

faith took their burdens to God in boldness and with passion, God could never understand the depth 

of their conviction.  Never forget, Jesus, when he stopped to heal, the act of healing was a direct re-

sult of someone begging him to do so.   Someone cared and spoke out. 

In the 21st chapter of Matthew, however, there is a warning that we must observe. Jesus tells us 

“Whatever you ask for in prayer with faith, you will receive.” Again, Jesus was speaking in hyperbole. 

While this message to all of you that have a deep and abiding faith is pleasing beyond words, we must 

remember that some prayers God chooses not to answer for HIS GOOD REASON.  And some 

prayers are answered a long, long time after being prayed. 

So it is  that as an evangelist, called by God to assist you in your relationship with God,  I would en-

courage each and every one of you,  REGARDLESS OF THE LEVEL OF YOUR FAITH,  to  go to your 

Heavenly Father in prayer at this very moment. Why?  Because there is great need for God’s hand in 

the work being done leading up to World Conference.  Susan Naylor has been given the task of pre-

paring the conference for you. She cannot succeed without God’s help. Don’t be discouraged as you 

pray and wait. Without your prayers no mountain will move and no conference will take place. 

In Jesus most Holy Name, 

      Marvin Kleinau, Evangelist 
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Summer 2016 Date Changes 
 

Please make note of the following changes in the 2016 summer schedule for Brush Creek Camp-

grounds 

 
The 2016 World Conference and Peace Colloquy for Community of Christ is scheduled for June 4 – 11, in 

Independence, Missouri.  Because of the change of this event from April to June, our Brush Creek schedule 

for the summer of 2016 has been altered.   

 
The following is the schedule for our Mission Center activities at Brush Creek in 2016.  Please be aware 

that several of the weeks our Mission Center is not using the campgrounds, other groups have rented our 

facilities.  Please refrain from interrupting their camping experience.   

 

June Reunion   June 18 – 24 

 

July Reunion   July 16 – 22 
      

 Spectacular has been tentatively scheduled for  July 23 – 30, 2016, at Graceland University.   

                                

 

Mark your calendars and plan to register early!!!! 

 

 

Greetings from Glenn Webb, July Reunion Director 
 

We are looking forward to two excellent Reunions in 2016.  The Re-

union Planning Committee is already making plans and seeking visit-

ing ministers who will bring excellent ministry to all our attending 

families. 

 

Lori Manker and I  are directing the July Reunion.  So, in addition to 

the June Reunion dates of June 18-24, mark your calendar and begin 

now planning to attend the July Reunion starting Saturday, July 16 

and ending Friday, July 22nd.  

 

Major contributors to the success of any Reunion are the classes, the preaching ministry, the fun ac-

tivities for both children and adults, and the fellowship both around the dining room tables and other 

places on the Reunion ground.  

 

The Reunions are an excellent opportunity for all of us to renew our acquaintances and to recharge our 

'spiritual' batteries. Come join us for a couple of weeks of fun, fellowship, and ministry.  



 

Page 9 November 2015 

2015 BRUSHCREEK REUNION INCOME & EXPENSES 

    

Reunion #1 & Reunion #2 Registration: 

241 + 255 = 496  

               Registered  

    

Registration & Offerings from Reunion #1 & Reunion #2  $62,307.02 

Herald House & Other Mdse Sales   3,947.93 

Money for items returned to Herald House   1,418.31 

Pay Pal Income   1,631.40 

Canteen Sales   3,153.94 

Total Income from Reunion #1 & Reunion #2   $72,458.60 

Gross Expenses from Reunion #1 & Reunion #2   

Herald House Items  2,864.38  

Guest Ministry ( 5 ) persons  1,900.00  

6 Golf Cart Rentals  1,550.00  

Canteen Expense  1,995.30  

Classroom Supplies  111.93  

Office Supplies & Postage & Book Store  1,167.33  

Children's Moments & Corner  188.08  

Children's Quiet Bags  400.23  

Polling Devices & Hearing Aid Devices  74.75  

Worship Supplies  150.59  

Lifeguard  400.00  

Labyrinth Expense  950.00  

Total Expenses for Reunion #1 & Reunion #2   $11,752.59 

Net Income after Expenses:   $60,706.01 

    

Payment to Brush Creek Campgrounds: 7/2/15 $25,546.30  

Payment to Brush Creek Campgrounds: 7/18/15 36,109.71  

   $61,656.01 

2015 Pledges to be Paid to Campgrounds:  $28,800.00  

2015 Total Reunion Income for Brush Creek:   $90,456.01 
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CONNECT with SPEC 
 

It has just been announced that the 2016 SPEC theme is CONNECT!   It is not too early to CONNECT with  
SPEC!  If you are a High School student, or know a high school student in your family or congregation, begin 
NOW to CONNECT with SPEC!   
 
Save the Date—July 23—30, 2016.  The summer gets busy quick with camps, vacations and summer jobs.        
 
Save Money  -  Save your dimes and loose change and start a SPEC FUND.  Save a little bit each week from 
personal or family income.  Congregations can save DIMES for the BCMC SPEC Fund and can also assist 
campers from their congregation with registration fees.  Plan or suggest a local or Brush Creek FUND RAISER. 
 
Design a Tee Shirt for our Delegation.  Think about the Theme of CONNECT and what you want the Tee Shirts 
to look like.  Submit a drawing and possibly win a portion of the registration fee.   
 
Register Early.  We will do a PRE Registration at the New Years’ Retreat.  Official registration begins  in May.   
 
Don’t let a High School Student miss this opportunity to  
 
CONNECT with SPEC. 

   
 Donna Savage donnagreensavage@yahoo.com  

2015 SPEC Income and Expense Sheet    

       

2015 SPEC Budget     $2,500.00 

       

Contributions (Income)     

SPEC Dimes Project  $2,432.60    

(above amt includes Trivia Nite @ June Reunion $365)   

MC Donations  $1,142.49    

       

Total Contributions:   $3,575.09   

       

Total Budgeted Amount and Contributions:  $6,075.09 

       

Expenses       

MC SPEC Assessment $700.00    

MC Cost for Bus  $2,554.05    

Youth Assist (3)  $1,120.00    

       

Total Expenses:   $4,374.05   

       

Net  Income (Expense):    $1,701.04 

mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
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Hydration Retreat  
 

Wednesday, Dec. 30th– Friday, Jan. 1st  

Location:  Brush Creek Campground  

Youth ages; 9 - 18  (Grades 4th-12th)  

 

 
Join us at Brush Creek Campground over New Year’s Eve. This year we 
are excited to have Johnathan Franklin as our guest speaker. He will 
share his incredible journey from the streets of L.A. to the NFL, and how 
he found his faith along the way.  

 

•This year’s theme is “No More Excuses.” Everyone has made excuses. Let’s try to get rid of them this year, 
and start over for the last time. Everyone needs a jumpstart in the middle of the school year, and Brush 
Creek offers a fun, safe place for kids to celebrate the new year.  

 
 
•Registration is $35 per child, and there is an option to buy a Hydration shirt 
for $10 more. This is a picture of the shirt and there is a link to the registration 
form below. Take a picture of the link with your smartphone so you can type it 
in later.   Or use the copy found at the end of the eBridges. 

 
 

PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO PRE-REGISTER. It helps out myself, as well as the cooks. Thank 

you, and I look forward to Hydration. 

  

 -Tyler Mink   stmink@eiu.edu     http://bit.ly/Hydration2015  

 

 

 

https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/ “ 
 

 

 

 

Brush Creek Youth Camp  

http://bit.ly/Hydration2015
https://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/ministries/youth/hydration/%20“
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BCMC Shopping Page 
 

As you begin to do your Christmas gift shopping (or for birthdays or any other events through the 

year), we invite you to please consider routing your online shopping through the BCMC Shopping 

page!  Over the years, we’ve arranged with various vendors, to provide a percentage of their sales, 

back to us in support of our BCMC Ministries. 

  

Start at our shopping page: 

            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm 

            or use the short link:  http://bit.ly/BCMCShop  

You can also find the Shopping Page by using the bottom “Shopping” button on the left column of our 

home page. 

  

Here you’ll find our current list of online partners, and a link to which page you can find them.  You 

can click the link to the right, OR the corresponding button in the left column.  They’ll take you to the 

same place! 

  

So, let’s say you often shop at Walmart.  Check out the Walmart link, and see if you can order the 

same stuff, possibly at the same or better price, online!  Same for Amazon… or any of our other part-

ner sites. 

  

I’m constantly updating this list (as noted by the “updated” and “new” icons), but feel free to tell me 

about your favorite places to shop online, and I’ll research whether they have an affiliate program 

that we can sign up for!  

       Brad 

 

Winter Weather         www.livestream.com/CofChristEffingham 
  
Ugh... I regret even having to use those 2 words together!  However, we DO live in the Midwest 
USA, and Winter is a fact of life for most of us.  Along with that reality, comes snow, ice, and other 
dangerous road conditions that can sometimes keep us from gathering with the Saints for worship 
on Sunday mornings. 
  
When that happens, and you find yourself “stuck at home” (or choosing to remain there for safety 
purposes), we invite you to worship online with the Effingham IL Congregation, as we broadcast 
our “Praise in Effingham” (PIE) live worship service online each week.  Assuming WE can get to 
church in Effingham and have power & internet access, we’re typically live broadcasting around 
9:25 am each Sunday, with our service officially starting around 9:30. 

 

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm
http://bit.ly/BCMCShop
http://www.livestream.com/CofChristEffingham
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BCMC Web Migration Update 
  
Our current BCMC website  
(www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org) 
has served us well over the years.  However, it’s 
built with “ancient” technology, that is no longer 
supported on modern computer systems.  So, as a 
result, certain parts of the site are “crumbling”, not 
working, and I can’t fix them.  Sigh. 
  
So, we’ve built a new platform, on a sustainable 
platform, and are slowly in the process of manually 
migrating information and pages to the new 
site.  I’d like to invite you to begin using the new 
website immediately, at: 
 

    http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com   Above is an image of what the new site looks like. 
  
  
Notice at the top of the RIGHT column, is a SEARCH box.  Use this to find information you’re look-
ing for on our site, while you learn your way around the pages & information! 
  
So far, on this new site, you can find the “upcoming events” here on the home page, nearly identical 
to what we offered on our old site.  This should always be a list of the upcoming activities around 
BCMC congregations (for events I’ve been told about).  I’ll plan to use “updated” and “new” icons, to 
quickly draw your attention to recent changes on this list. 
  
Also, in the right column, under the Search box, you’ll see a newly added “count down” to the next 
major BCMC-sponsored events. 
 
Below the “Upcoming Events”, will be some occasional “announcement” entries, that may change 
over time. Scan those occasionally for news. 
  

  
Expect all of these menus to change and grow in the months ahead. 
  
In the meantime, if you are unable to find something specific on this new site, we invite you 
to check our current site.   
            www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org 

Lots of our info remains there.  The SEARCH button along the top of any page should help 
you find your way to the information you’re looking for! 
  
If you can’t find something on either site, let me know about it.  Maybe I can add it, or make 
it easier to find! 
  
Brad Bryant 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://bcmissioncenter.wordpress.com/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
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BCMC Website Update continued 
 
 
Along the black menu bar (under the church logo), you’ll currently find 5 menu items: 
            Home, About Us..., Our Congregations, Our Ministries, and News. 
  

1.    The HOME link will always bring you back to this “home page” and upcoming events. 
2.    The About Us link 

a.    Clicking here will provide a general overview of BCMC, and a questions/

comment form for communicating with us 
b.    If you float over the About Us menu, you’ll currently see a page about our Titus 

Teams 
c.    Additional pages will be added here in the near future, about our BCMC leader-
ship team, and related “who are we” info 

3.    Clicking on Our Congregations takes you to an ‘overview’ page listing each congrega-
tion, the communities they serve, and a link to their congregation page.  An interactive 
BCMC map can also be found on this page. 

a.    Under “Our Congregations” (float your cursor over it), you’ll find a direct link to 
each congregation, location, meeting time, leadership, etc., along with a form for 
contacting the pastor. 

4.    The Our Ministries menu is merely a short overview of our Christ-centered ministries. 
a.    Floating over Our Ministries uncovers links to more specific pages, currently in-
cluding: 

                                          i.    Evangelists 
                                        ii.    Online Ministries  
                                       iii.    Campground 

b.    I’ll add more pages here too, as the migration continues 
5.    And finally (at the moment), you’ll find the News menu.  This is NOT a clickable page, 

but merely a “menu heading” that allows  you to float over it, and choose additional “news” 
items and category pages below. 

a.    Recent website updates 
b.    Dates: Looking Ahead 

  
In the meantime, if you are unable to find something specific on this new site, we invite you 
to check our current site.   
            www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org  Brad Bryant 

  

Twitter users... 
  
A Reminder: When you’re sharing “tweets” with your friends about church activities and 
events, please remember to include the hashtag #CofChrist.  This allows your tweet to be 
picked up by our Twitter Search box, on the BCMC website home page. 
  
Not yet a twitter user?  Sign up at www.twitter.com, with your name, e-mail, 
and create a password.  Please share your Twitter name with Brad 

 

 

Brad Bryant <bradbryant70@gmail.com>  
 

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.twitter.com/
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=6st8034e80mpe
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2016 BCMC Directory 

 
We’re hard at work compiling, updating and preparing to print the 2016 BCMC Directory.  We 

hope to have them available around the first of the year, and plan to distribute them at the 

February 6 Ministry & Priesthood Workshop in Salem. 

  

If you would like a personal copy of this important document, please let your pastor 

know.  We’ll be asking Pastors for a “count” needed for each congregation in the weeks 

ahead.   So, reserve your copy now through your pastor! 

  

If you’re not affiliated directly with a congregation, please contact Karen Witts, our BCMC 

Non-Resident Pastor, and let her know of your interest in receiving a copy!  

  
 

BCMC Broadcast Page 
 
You can find our live broadcasts, and recorded worship services, here: 
            www.livestream.com/CofChristEffingham 

  
When you visit our broadcast page above, you may find an advertisement overlaying the main play-
back window on the left side.  If that happens, merely click the small ‘x’ in the upper right corner of the 
advertisement, and it will disappear. 
  
Once the ad is gone, you’ll see a set of automatically playing “introduction” videos about the 
church.  You’re free to watch those, OR immediately below the play-back window, you’ll find our most 
recent recordings.  Click on any of those, and the recording for that service will be launched in the play
-back window.  (It also may be preceded by a short advertisement.  Sometimes you can skip them, 
other times not). 
  
A full set of our recordings can be found at the bottom of the page, under the section “Video Library”. 
  
If you join us during a live broadcast, you’ll see our live broadcast in the same window.  You may need 
to adjust the sound volume on your PC, up or down, for your listening comfort.  We try to ensure that 
we’re sending a good quality audio signal, to give you that local flexibility. 
  
During our broadcasts, we invite you to participate in the online “chat room”, found on the right side of 
the page.  You’re free to respond to questions from the speaker/presider in this way, or to ask ques-
tions or share comments with the folks hosting each broadcast. 
  
Above the broadcast window should be a listing of our next live broadcast date/time and topic. 
  
As always, we welcome your input & responses, as we attempt to continually improve this online min-
istry! 
  
Brad Bryant 

http://www.livestream.com/CofChristEffingham


Brush Creek Mission Center      

Joan Munter, 

Mission Center President   

  618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

Chris Ober 

BCMC Financial Officer  

cober@CofChrist.org 

 

Donna Savage, 

BCMC e-Bridges Editor   

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-

brushcreek-

missioncenter.org/ 

 

 

 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -      We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, 

love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground because so many people 

for so many years meet God on these grounds.        

 

BCMC 2015—2016  Dates  
 

November 26 Thursday Thanksgiving 

December 25 Friday  Christmas 

Dec 30—Jan 1   Hydration Youth Retreat 

Jan 1  Friday  New Year’s Day 

Jan 18  Monday  ML King Day 

Feb 6  Saturday Priesthood Preaching Workshop  Salem 

Feb 10  Wednesday Ash Wednesday 

Feb 15  Monday  President’s Day 

March 20 Sunday  Palm Sunday 

March 27 Sunday  Easter  

 

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:cober@cofchrist.org?subject=eBridges%20
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/


 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
Ministry & Priesthood Workshop 

Salem IL 
Saturday, February 6, 2016 

 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.  Class starts 9 am - 4:30 pm 

Workshop Cost: Freewill Donation to cover costs 

 
Name _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________(cell)   ______________________(home) 

           Texting?   Y   N 

Email: _________________________________________________________ 

Congregation: ___________________________________________________ 

Priesthood Office: ________________________________________________  

Special Meal Requirements? ________________________________________ 

 

I give permission for my photo to be used in a Community of Christ publication: 

Signature_________________________________________________  Date: ____________ 
 

Return Registration Form to: 
Ann Schwengel, 9302 Hawthorn Rd, Du Quoin, Il 62832   email:  annschwengel1@gmail.com 
 

http://www.cofchrist.org/


• Join us at Brush Creek Campground over New Year’s 
Eve.  This year we are excited to have Johnathan 
Franklin as our guest speaker.  He will share his 
incredible journey from  the streets of L.A. to the 
NFL, and how he found his faith along the way.   

• This year’s theme is “No More Excuses.” Everyone 
has made excuses. Let’s try to get rid of them this 
year, and start over for the last time.  Everyone 
needs a jumpstart in the middle of the school year, 
and Brush Creek offers a fun, safe place for kids to 
celebrate the new year. 

• Registration is $35 per child, and there is an option 
to buy a Hydration shirt for $10 more.  There is a 
picture of the shirt on the Hydration Facebook 
page, and there is a link to the registration form 
below.  Take a picture of the link with your 
smartphone so you can type it in later. 

• Hope to see everyone there! 

 

 

:   Dec. 30
th

-Jan 1
st

  

:  Brush Creek Campground 

      9 - 18 (Grades 4
th

-12
th

) 

Guest Speaker:  Johnathan Franklin   

 

            Join our Facebook page- “Hydration 2016: No More Excuses” 
 

            For more information, email Tyler Mink: stmink@eiu.edu  

Registration Form Link 
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/2015HYDRATIONRegistration.pdf  

• UCLA All-Time Leading Rusher 
• First Team All-American  
• Former NFL Running Back 
• Christian  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 
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