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Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center   October 26, 2013 

Conference Agenda 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Experience 

   Theme: Summoned to Follow 

   Apostle Barbara Carter, Speaker 
        

12:00 p.m.            Lunch – Bring your own     Drinks provided 

 

1:30 p.m.            Annual Business Meeting 

 

You are invited to attend the Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference at the  

Salem, IL, Community of Christ. 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting the busi-

ness of the  

Mission Center are all important aspects of our community. 

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with those who know the  

      Mission Matters Most for the Journey Ahead. 

  Who Will You Be? 

 

“When no one is watching and the smallest decisions you make mean the 

most, who will you be?”  A current advertisement for a popular sporting 

goods chain asks that question.  Of course, the commercial is referencing 

athletes, but it caught my attention in another context.  I immediately 

thought of the Enduring Principle of Community of Christ  

    – RESPONSIBLE CHOICES.   

We usually think of those two words in reference to decisions such as 

our life choices – schooling, employment, mate, children, church involve-

ment, financial stability, retirement.  But, what if we saw them as guidance 

for every thought and action, every day, in every situation, every choice? 

Our words, our judgments, our compassion, our caring, our forgiveness, 

our love, the example we are, our living each moment – all results of our 

choices.  

From:  We Share Enduring Principles: 

“We are called to make responsible choices within the circumstances of our 

lives that contribute to the purposes of God.”  And how do we do that?   One 

decision at a time throughout each day, we choose whether or not to answer 

that call.  Small moments can make big things happen.  Even brief encounters 

with others, encouraging words shared, can be life changing experiences. Will 

you be the one to answer the call? 

 “When no one is watching and the smallest decisions  

you make mean the most,  …...  who will you be?” 

 

       -Joan 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
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Hello Ladies.  This is Deby Klein, your Women’s Retreat Director.  Are you going to let dirty laundry, chores, and those 

demands keep you from a great get-away?  How many reasons why we shouldn't go to a women's retreat will you think 

of?  When is the last time you came before God without a To Do List hanging over you, a pile of endless laundry in the 

background, or demands of other obligations. If you can't remember, you need to attend our retreat.   

 

Retreat means to leave our normally occupied positions and go to a place of quiet, and peaceful seclusion.  By coming to a 

retreat, we physically remove ourselves from life's distractions, the call of chores and demands in our life in order to make 

space for God.  If you think you're less spiritual because you struggle to hear from God in the cacophony of your daily life, 

be encouraged. Even Jesus recognized the value and need to get away. 

 

So Ladies, pack your bags, leave the chores and that dirty laundry and come to Brush Creek Women's Retreat!   Septem-

ber 18-20, 2015.  Our guest ministers Cathy Lysinger and Wendy Scafe.  We are using the 5 Mission Initiatives as a guide.  

We also will be using The Five Love Languages by Gary Chapman and True Colors  - Personality Styles by Don Lowry.  One of 

the scriptures we are using as inspiration is John:15:9-17. 

 

So all you women, It is time to ignore the dirty laundry, the chores, and other demands, and choose to attend this great 

get-away.       

   SEE YOU THERE! 

      Deby   debyklein@gmail.com 
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Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference 
 

Saturday, October 17, 2015 

Salem, IL, Community of Christ 

 
Conference Schedule 

     10:30 a.m. Worship Experience 

   President of Seventy Keith McMillan, Speaker 

   Ordination of Ann Schwengel to 

       the office of High Priest 

 

     11:30 a.m. Lunch – Bring your own 

   Drinks provided 

   Intergenerational Flag Activity 

  

       1:00 p.m. Pre-legislative Session 
       1:45 p.m. Annual Business Meeting 

   Including Addroving 2016 BCMC Budget,  

   Election of 2016 Officers and Election of  

   2016 World Conference Delegates 

 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting the business of 

the Mission Center are all important aspects of our community.   

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with others in our Mission Center. 

Spending time together strengthens the body of Christ.  

 

Save the Date!  
4 October 2015  

6pm (CDT) 

www.CofChrist.org/presidents-address 

 

 

Join President Veazey in a live webcast as he shares more about Words of Counsel and 

then stick around and ask him questions via email and social media.   

http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=6195302d9a&e=5e2a363e48
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CONGRATULATIONS!  GREAT JOB, BRUSH CREEK  MISSION CENTER!!! 

 

 
Local and World Mission Tithing reports have just been received for January through the first part of 

August, 2015.   

 
Our Mission Center is answering the call to share generously so that the mission of Jesus Christ can 

be fulfilled.  You are supporting efforts to take the gospel into all the world.  What an exciting, amaz-

ing opportunity for people who otherwise would not be able to experience the hope of the Kingdom.  
 

Out of 25 congregations in our Mission Center,   (when compared with numbers from 2014), 

 

14 congregations increased their World Mission Tithes giving. 

5 more are within 2% of the amount they previously gave. 

 

AND 

 

6 of these congregations have achieved BALANCED GIVING!!! 

(50% of donations to Local Tithes/50% to World Mission Tithes) 

 

May you be blessed abundantly as you continue to share generously so the work of our Lord may 

prosper as far and wide as possible. He told us, 

    “Go ye into all the world,” and WE ARE!!!! 

BRAVO, BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER! 

 

Do you remember seeing those empty water bottles with little t-shirts that you slowly filled with dimes?? 

Well -  those little bottles made a big impact!!!! 

$2431.60 
That is how much our Mission Center raised to support SPECTACULAR! 

Your generosity is amazing.   Please consider filling bottles again starting now for 2016 Spectacular. 

  

All of the money collected, along with money from the June Reunion Trivia Night and the amount the Mission 

Center budgets for Spectacular each year, was used to pay expenses for our delegation.  Expenses include a 

yearly assessment from the delegation to replace equipment and uniforms, our part of the cost of the bus for 

transportation, and assistance for several campers who attended Spectacular from our Mission Center.  Thank 

you for supporting this life changing experience . 

 

Thank you!  Joan Munter Chris Ober  Donna Savage  
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TRUE CAPACITY 
 

 

 

 

Generous people change the world.  I have spoken these words.  I believe these words.  For some time now I 

have been troubled by the financial state of affairs facing our beloved church.  My first reaction was “this is 

bigger than me” “what can I possibly do on a fixed income to make a difference?”  I also felt that as your Mis-

sion Center Financial Officer I was doing a poor job of encouraging all of us to be generous.  I blamed this on 

my being overwhelmed learning my new responsibilities.  At least, that was my excuse.  Honestly though I did 

not feel capable of sharing effectively what truly had happened and how our overall lack of giving to World 

Ministries Mission Tithes was affecting lives throughout the church.  Folks were losing their jobs, supporting 

the gospel in new parts of our world had to be put “on hold” since they were no longer sustainable for the 

long term.  How disappointing that we as the body of Christ had not been supporting the church as we 

should. 

 

As I read and studied the new definition of tithing I could feel my heart lighten.  What I was taught as a child 

continues yet today…”freely you have received, freely you give”.  Recently, as I reviewed our congregational 

“giving” numbers that the World Church sends to the Mission Center I am convinced that I am not alone.  

Many of you are already responding to God’s blessings by increasing your giving to World Ministries Mission 

Tithes.  Way to go Brush Creek! 

 

The latest edition of the Herald (August, page 39) reports that the year-to-date totals for World Ministries 

Mission Tithes are just 0.8% below the annual goal.  And for the second consecutive month we, the church, 

have met our $1 million monthly goal for World Tithes.  We, the Community of Christ,  were called to assess 

our true capacity of giving and we are responding.   Our true capacity is beginning to shine through as an ex-

pression of faith that God’s grace and eternal purposes will prevail.   

Now, that’s Good News! 

    Chris 

     

Chris Ober 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

Financial Officer 
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Summer 2016 Date Changes 
 

Please make note of the following changes in the 2016 summer schedule for Brush Creek Camp-

grounds 

 
The 2016 World Conference and Peace Colloquy for Community of Christ is scheduled for June 4 – 11, in 

Independence, Missouri.  Because of the change of this event from April to June, our Brush Creek schedule 

for the summer of 2016 has been altered.   

 
The following is the schedule for our Mission Center activities at Brush Creek in 2016.  Please be aware 

that several of the weeks our Mission Center is not using the campgrounds, other groups have rented our 

facilities.  Please refrain from interrupting their camping experience.   

 

June Reunion   June 18 – 24 

Senior High Camp  June 25 – July 1 

Junior Camp   July 5 – 9 (Tues – Sat) 

Junior High Camp  July 9 – 15 

July Reunion   July 16 – 22 
      

 Spectacular has been tentatively scheduled for  July 23 – 30, 2016, at Graceland University.   

                                

 

Mark your calendars and plan to register early!!!! 

 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

There is no way to list everyone who helped to make the 2015 June and 

July Reunions a huge success.  Every person involved in the reunions in any 

way – from the directors to the smallest child attending to those who 

couldn’t attend but supported us in prayer - was an important part of our 

Reunion experiences.  I want you all to know how very much I appreciate 

the selfless giving that was expressed in so many ways.  Because of our will-

ingness to come together in love and peace, we were blessed in abundance 

by the presence of the Holy Spirit.   Remember to Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ. 

 

May you continue to bask in the joy, hope, love and peace that filled our 2015 reunion experiences.   

GOD IS SO GOOD! 

   Joan 
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Praise for  Reunion 

 

I would like to express what a great “afterglow”  service we had at the Marion congregation.  So many of 

our attendees commented on the preaching, classes and how they were blessed personally.  We had 62 

Marion attendees either directly or indirectly (like children of members).  Without going into much detail 

everyone was high on the week and many were ministered to personally.  Again thanks to Glenn and all the 

speakers and class instructors. a special thanks to Dr. Joe Webb, whose class was often mentioned as a 

highlight.  We’re already looking forward to 2016.  We also had several attend the June reunion with similar 

comments 

 

Gordon Rhine 

Pastor Marion Congregation 

   

 

June Reunion 

 
Words escape me at times when I am filled with gratitude.   And this is one of those times.  I would try to 

mention everyone who volunteered to serve at the reunion, but I would not want to miss anyone.  Please 

know that your efforts and gifts were appreciated and how grateful Tammy and I were that you said “yes” 

when asked. 

It was good to see so many gather to fellowship, worship, play and dine together.  Community is at its best 

when good folks choose to spend time together.  It was such a gift to watch as you enjoyed one another’s 

company, like old friends meeting once again after a long separation. 

God’s presence is where we gather to worship.  During reunion we shared in communion, experienced 

laying on of hands for the sick, and shared in the baptism of Zach Herman and the ordination of Andrea 

Collins and Doug Chaffee to the office of Elder.  The family of Jaxon Hagen also shared in the sacramental 

blessing of a child.  The sacraments are acts of the assembled body that symbolize God’s presence with the 

church and with each of us.  They help us to walk the path of the Disciple more diligently and respond 

more generously to God’s blessings in our lives.  We have lived, loved and shared as one in Christ. 

Thank you all for your love, support and  

especially for your generosity. 

 

Chris Ober and Tammy Austin 

Directors, June Reunion 
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Reunion Blessings 
 

Evan Manuel, a High Priest from Central 

Mission Center and a college friend of Joan 

Munter, shared with us at the June Reunion.   

We are so glad that Evan and his wife were 

able to be with us.  Evan sends greetings and 

the following: 

 

The following is a slightly modified portion of the sermon I shared this past Sunday (August 9th) at Colonial 

Hills.  The theme for the day was “Live in Love”, and the Scripture was from Ephesians Chapter 4:25 – 5:2.  As 

part of my sermon, I related my experience at the Brush Creek Reunion in June.  

  

When I was asked in August of 2014 by Joan Munter to 

come to one of the 2015 Brush Creek Reunions and 

provide guest ministry, I was surprised and also unsure 

of how I should respond to her invitation.  I had never 

done anything like that before, but after quite a bit of 

prayerful searching (and a wonderful exchange of emails 

with Joan), I accepted this new challenge to continue 

and expand my own spiritual growth. 

 

When the Reunion assignments were decided, I was asked to preach a couple of times; and I was also asked 

to develop the curriculum for a class session that I would teach on a couple of different days.  I volunteered 

my wife, Mary Jo, to help me with the class, and we had a great experience preparing for it.  We also had a 

wonderful response in both of the time slots when we actually taught the class. 

 

There were about 240 people at the June Reunion, and Joan had promised me that everyone would be 

friendly and welcoming.  That actually ended up being an understatement, because we felt so strongly that we 

were “right at home” – right from the start.  We met so many new and remarkable people during the week, 

and we even strengthened our friendship with several Colonial Hills (our home congregation in Blue Springs, 

Missouri) families who regularly attend Reunions there at Brush Creek. 

 

The people at Brush Creek shared their friendship, their kindness, their love, and their many gifts and talents 

very freely.  The kids were all so amazing with their contributions to the worship experiences and to the 

overall feeling of “family”.  All ages attending Reunion shared – from little ones to seniors – and everyone 

cared so much about each other. 

Chapter 4: 31 Put away from you all bit-

terness and wrath and anger and wrangling and 

slander, together with all malice, 32 and be 

kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.  

Chapter 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as 

beloved children, 2 and live in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us . . . 
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I was able to sense God’s presence in so many wonderful ways that week at Brush Creek.  After the week 

was over, I also discovered a somewhat hidden part of the reason I was invited by Joan – even though she did-

n’t know it, and I didn’t know it – at the time.  As I looked back at that weeklong experience, I realized that 

one of the very important things for me, was to be able to experience something that my own dad, Ron 

Manuel, had enjoyed and encountered over and over when he worked full-time for this church.  It was good 

for me to be able to see things from his perspective all these years later. 

 

Even though my experience was on a much smaller scale than what my dad experienced (because it was only 

one Reunion, and there were other guest ministers during the week that I was at Brush Creek), I felt that 

same, and almost overpowering, love and peace that I know he had felt in all those different places he traveled 

to. 

 

It had been a while since Mary Jo and I had attended a Reunion, and I had forgotten how powerful the Spirit 

can be during a Reunion experience.  That love and peace we experienced during that week can truly trans-

form lives. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed sharing at the June Brush Creek Reunion.  As the week progressed, I felt such a sense of 

joy.  I felt the warm and welcoming love of all these new marvelously gifted and talented people, and I felt 

God’s Holy presence – even when I was doing KP! 

 

The summer Reunion experience is a real-life example of what it can be like when we are truly able to “Live in 

Love”.  It seems like when we are isolated a bit, and can truly focus (without so many external distractions) on 

the Divine presence, we do such a better job of following the counsel that is given in the Scripture passage in 

Ephesians. 

 

One of the focal points for my final, sending forth message during the closing Worship Service at Reunion 

came from Steve Veazey’s Words of Counsel from the 2013 World Conference: “Beloved Community of 

Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion.  Live, love, and share as Zion:” [what follows in those Words of 

Counsel is, to me at least, a pretty good definition of Zion]  “those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, 

among whom there are no poor or oppressed.” 

 

Christ set such a wonderful example for us.  He “Lived in Love”, and if we can some-

how learn to do that each day – and share that Christ-like love with those around us 

so they will choose to live that same way – then we will have Zion as it’s described in 

those Words of Counsel:  Zion – those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among 

whom there are no poor or oppressed.  We caught a powerful glimpse of what that 

can be like during our week at Brush Creek. 

        - Evan Manuel
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2015 Summer Youth Camps 
 

A big, big THANK YOU to everyone who helped make the Brush Creek 2015 Youth Camps a 

huge success.  There is no way to list everyone.  Several people, including the Kitchen Staff, 

worked all three youth camps.  Every person involved in any way – from the directors and the 

staff to every camper, was an important part of our 2015 Youth Camp experience.   

We couldn’t have Youth Camp without dedicated staff.  Most camps have just as many staff mem-

bers as registered campers.  2015 Junior Camp had 63 registered elementary kids.  Junior High 

Camp had 56 registered junior high youth  and Senior High had 38 registered high school young 

people.     

   

Brush Creek Youth Camp memories last a lifetime.   

    

 

 

 

Hydration Retreat  
  

The camping season is over, but the New Year is just around the corner. It is not too early to 

start thinking about Hydration. I am happy to announce that this year, our New Years camp is 

open to campers of all ages. Ages 9-18, or in grades 4th-12th. It is 30 dollars to register for the 

camp before Nov. 1st, and 35 dollars after Nov. 1st. We are also selling Hydration shirts to raise 

money for the camp. If you would like a shirt, please email, text, or Facebook message me. There 

is also a place on the registration form to mark if your child wants one. PLEASE TAKE THE TIME 

TO PRE-REGISTER. It helps out myself, as well as the cooks. Thank you, and I look forward to 

Hydration. 

  

    -Tyler Mink     

    stmink@eiu.edu  

 

http://bit.ly/Hydration2015  
 

 

 

Brush Creek Youth Camp  

http://bit.ly/Hydration2015
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WOW!  What an amazing SPEC experi-

ence we had this year.  The weather was 

wonderful, the kids were awesome and the 

SPEC experience was over-the-top.  The 

first-night picnic included a Ferris Wheel 

and other carnival games.    

The entire week was full of surprises.  Sometimes it is best to just LET Go of expectations and see what hap-

pens.  The theme for the week was Let Go—Let GOD.   

  The Sunday afternoon activity was a documentary about famous Olympic snow-boarder Kevin Peirce.  The 

documentary re-cap was lead by Kevin Peirce himself.  What a jaw-dropping surprise and amazing opportunity 

to meet such a strong young person with such an important message.  This young man has battled back after 

suffering a life-threatening fall and brain injury.  Kevin’s website is www.loveyourbrain.com.  His message is 

about making smart choices in life.  

 

The SPORTS were great.  Midwest Crossroads contin-

ued their long-standing reign as Softball Champions.  

Volleyball, basketball, golf, ping pong and all the other 

sports kept the kids busy and active.  Quiz Bowl has 

grown and become very popular at SPEC.    The early 

morning color run was held again this year.     

 

 

 

Worship services were held under the stars.  Paper lanterns were launched one night and fireworks lit up the sky 

another night following the worship service.  The two-man , bare-foot, simon-garfunkle-like group of Lost and 

Found performed at SPEC as part of their FINAL TOUR.  The popular duo has been attending SPEC from time 

to time for over ten years and the guys have their own collection of SPEC-shirts.   

 

Many of our Brush Creek SPEC participants were first-timers.  I was so proud of the way they conducted them-

selves and really embraced the whole experience.   Tyler Mink and Jonathon Smith also helped staff SPEC and 

offered amazing leadership as coaches.     

 

It is hard to explain what SPEC is all about.  In many ways the experience is like camps and reunions.   Camp-

ers and staff keep coming back year after year to renew friendships.   The activities, worship services and sports 

are similar year to year.  Yet every year is a new experience, a deeper sharing in community, new memories.    

        Donna Savage        
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SPEC 2015 
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Massac Creek 

 
 As many of you know, Massac Creek has had an outreach ministry to "at risk" youth in the community for 

over 13 years.  All the “original” kids are now in their 20’s and no longer participate, but Pastor Ivan has a 

new group, and the ministry continues!  Three weeks ago they had 30 kids!  Two weeks ago, the three day 

bible school averaged 27 kids. 

 

 Tonight, I ate dinner at Ryan's.  My server was NEKA, one of our original kids.  I had not seen her in at 

least 4 years.  Back then, she was doing drugs and other very bad life choices.  Simply by her current em-

ployment and genuine smile, I know she has turned her life around.  PRAISE THE LORD!!  She also said 

our input made a difference! 

 

 I asked her about Jalen Meneffee (Big Jalen), who is her cousin.  He is living in Frankfurt KY, attending KY 

State U and playing football.  Some may remember him from Sr High camp or Spec.  His mantra was 

"what’s in it for ME?"  She said he was leading a youth Bible study at his church!!!  JALEN?!?!!  GOD 

WORKS IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS!!  THIS EVEN SURPRISED HER.  Again, she said this would never have 

happened without our ministries, and this teamwork must include the youth camp and Spec staff. 

 

 We must all work together for a common goal, then let the Lord do the rest!!! 

 

       Gordon Ashley   grashley@juno.com  

      

Good News from our congregations! 

 

Peace for the Earth   
   

Mt. Vernon has been recycling up a storm the last couple of years 

and will be benefiting two local schools and Chattanooga's Commu-

nity of Christ as well as our environment.  

Terracycle is a program that collects waste such as drink pouches 

(ie Capri Suns) and writing utensils among others things and in re-

turn sends money to a charity of your choice. For more information 

the website is as follows: terracycle.com.   We also take aluminum 

cans off to Milanos ( use to be Shapiros) for recycling and donations 

to charities.  Thanks! 

       

 Megan Pierce  mpierce980206@gmail.com 

mailto:grashley@juno.com
http://terracycle.com
mailto:mpierce980206@gmail.com
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World Conference 2016  
 

One of the blessings of being a member of Community of Christ is the opportunity to 

represent the members of your Mission Center when decisions are made at the World 

Church level.  That opportunity is right around the corner once again.  

 

June 4-11, 2016, delegates from all over the world will assemble for a week of sharing, 

listening, deliberation, worship, fellowship and the excitement that comes from the keen 

realization that you are part of something BIG – GLOBAL – WONDERFUL!   

It is World Conference and you are all invited! 

In addition to World Conference, the week will include the Peace Colloquy, normally held each fall.  Having the 

two experiences during the same week will allow many more people to participate.  Lots to do!  Lots to enjoy! 

Don’t miss it! 

ATTENTION!  You are needed! 
Our Mission Center has been authorized to send  32 delegates for the 2016 World Conference.  Also needed 

are 32 alternates to replace any of the delegates who, because of unforeseen circumstances, might not be able to 

serve.   

We will be electing those delegates at the 2015 BCMC Fall Mission Center Conference.  If you are interested in 

serving in this capacity, please send an email to Joan before October 1, 2015, asking to have your name added to 

the ballot.   You’ll be so glad you did!!! 

 

 

2016 World Conference Delegate Expectations 
 

In response to our invitation for folks to volunteer to serve as delegates to the 2016 World Conference, 18 folks 

so far have said that they would be interested in being on the ballot for our Fall BCMC Conference, October 

17.    We’ve also had some questions about the expectations of that role.  So, in this article, we hope to address 

some of those questions, helping others of you who would like to volunteer to serve as Brush Creek Mission 

Center representatives to the 2016 World Conference (June 4-11, 2016). 

  

From the 2004 Priesthood Manual, page 116: 

World Conferences are organized as delegate conferences, with mission centers authorized to elect delegates to the World 

Conference.  Delegates are members of the World Conference to which they are elected and are entitled to voice and vote 

at its meetings.  The only qualification for eligibility to serve as a delegate to the World Conference shall be membership 

in good standing in the church. 
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World Conference Delegate Expectations—continued 
  
  

Delegates must be elected by the Mission Center Conference, where their membership 

resides.  So, all delegates from BCMC will be elected during our Fall 2015 BCMC Confer-

ence.  Our BCMC area has been authorized to elect 32 delegates, and 32 alternates.  An 

Alternate would fill the seat of a delegate, if the delegate were sick, or otherwise unable to serve.  Those receiv-

ing the top 32 votes will serve as delegates.  Alternates will be seated, when needed, in descending order, 

based on the number of votes each person received.  So, we would like to see at least 64 people on the election 

ballot (32 delegates + 32 alternates).  And with a ballot that long, we would PREFER to have the names ahead 

of time, so we can offer a preprinted ballot during our Fall Conference, allowing for a few “write-in” slots for nomi-

nations submitted from the conference floor. 

  

Those who consider serving as delegates to the World Conference, should plan to physically travel to, and 

remain in, the Independence Missouri area, for the full Conference session.  This will require travel time, 

possible vacation time from work, meals, hotels, and similar out-of-pocket expenses.  (Portions of these 

expenses may be tax-deductible.  See your tax advisor for details.) 

  

It is also expected that delegates will be fully involved and participating in conference-related activities 

throughout the week.  This will include participation in worship services, listening sessions, business sessions, 

pre-legislative reviews of topics/issues, and similar activities that help provide us with the information and experi-

ences we need from all sides of an issue, to make an informed decision on behalf of church members “back 

home” AND around the globe. 

  

From 2004 Priesthood Manual, page 116-117: 

 Conferences are held for the purpose of conferring and transacting the business of the church. Each person 

participating in a conference should try to implement principles of Christian conduct and the willingness to 

yield to the decision of the majority even though he or she may have personal preferences that the conference 

does not accept.  The business of a conference should be conducted in the spirit of worship. It is hoped that 

the Holy Spirit’s presence will bring light and the conviction of God’s participation in the decisions made in a con-

ference. 

From http://www.cofchrist.org/2016-world-conference: 

Delegates will spend time in deliberation, intentional listening, and making decisions that will move the 

church forward in its mission with Christ. 

 

And if you aren’t a delegate, you’ll still have much to choose from—educational opportunities exploring the theme 

and elements of peace and justice, acts of service for our host community, time in Celebration Village, walks in 

the new labyrinth, time spent in reflection and contemplation, many fun opportunities to volunteer, and much 

more. 

http://www.cofchrist.org/2016-world-conference
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World Conference Delegate Expectations continued 

 
 Preparation 

The First Presidency is asking the entire church to participate in intentional prepara-

tion as we approach World Conference. Congregations are encouraged to use the Live, 

Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ lessons for all ages beginning in September 2015.  

The adult book is available at Herald House. Lessons for children and youth are available at 

www.CofChrist.org/2016-world-conference. Each thought-provoking lesson is designed to go deeper into the 

words of counsel presented at the 2013 World Conference. This material is wonderful for Sunday school classes 

or study groups. 

An online spiritual-formation resource will also be available March 6–May 29, 2016. It will encourage deeper 

reflection on specific segments of the 2013 words of counsel. The segments also will be incorporated into 

worship services through “One in Christ Moments.”  These preparation materials have been created for individu-

als, congregations, and the worldwide church to discover what it means to be One in Christ.  

Please consider this historic opportunity to attend and be part of the global church gathering at our International 

Headquarters in Independence Missouri.  Participating in conferences and helping to guide the future ministries 

of the church is one of the rights of church membership.  Choose to be part of that journey for 2016, as a repre-

sentative from Brush Creek Mission Center! 

  

 Questions?  Chat with Joan Munter, BCMC President (JMunter@CofChrist.org)  

 

A Spiritual Venture Retreat 
 

October 23—25, 2015 at Kirtland, OH   

This Retreat will focus on the connection between Spirit and Mission. 

Join Community of Christ President Stephen M. Veazey in a retreat filled with spiritual awakening, discern-

ment, and transformation. 

  www.spiritualformationcenter.org 

Good News from our congregations! 

 
The Fairfield Congregation hosted the Wayne County Historical Society's Fall program August 27th.  

The Program was about the crossroads of Zenith, Illinois and the Brush Creek area.  The program 

was open to the public with over 75 people in attendance.   It was a great crowd – many from the 

Brush Creek area attended and  several members of our Fairfield congregation and  Brush Creek 

family were there.  

 

Dale Warren was the featured speaker along with Judith Puckett, the  Historical Society 

President.  Dale did a great job.  We had slides of Brush Creek and the Henson Cemetery from the 

past and present.    Ms. Puckett commented that it was rare to have such well documented history. 

http://www.heraldhouse.org/cart/edit.asp?p=346146
http://www.cofchrist.org/2016-world-conference
mailto:JMunter@CofChrist.org
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Put Your Prayer on a Flag 
 

Susan Naylor, World Conference director, has an article in the August Herald 

regarding a prayer flag project for everyone and anyone wanting to be crea-

tive.  At our Mission Center conference in October there will a time slot 

made available for those wishing to spread their creative wings in this en-

deavor – should be fun! 

 

Susan has asked us to imagine a large tent where all are welcome.  Conversation, laughter, concern, and fellowship 

fill the crowd.  As you stand outside, the tent looks full.  Then you’re invited in, and you learn there is always room. 

 

She goes on to remind us that throughout time God has invited everyone to step “under the tent.”  There is always 

room.  One of our  Enduring Principle states All Are Called.  God graciously gives people gifts and opportunities to 

do well and to share in God’s purposes.  Jesus Christ invites people to follow him by becoming disciples who share 

his life and ministry.  We respond faithfully, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to our best understanding of God’s call.  

All Are Called; there is room for all. 

 

Susan Naylor asks us to imagine that the tent could cover our world and from that imagery join with members and 

friends around the world creating a massive tent of prayers.  From the far reaches of Earth, share your prayers of 

preparation and blessing.  They will be displayed throughout Conference in the Conference Chamber, hallways, be-

tween buildings, and in the Temple Sanctuary. 

There are 2 ways to participate: 

 

 Submit your prayer electronically at www.CofChrist.org/2016 -world-conference. Prayers then will be trans-

ferred to a 12x12 inch prayer flag and connected with other prayer flags. 

 

 Writing your prayer directly onto a 12x12 inch prayer flag. 

 

The Mission Center will provide the 12x12 inch flags and fabric writing pens at our Fall 2015 Conference .  Remem-

ber to consider the imagery Susan has suggested as you prepare your prayer.  Join us at Conference – let’s make 

some flags!  I think we need to involve our kids as well…especially if you saw the t-shirt designed by Connor Gutt-

man.  What an awesome talent he has. 

 

         Chris Ober 
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Brush Creek Reunion Broadcasts Available 

 
As announced earlier, we offered “live broadcasts” for most of our 2015 Brush Creek Reunion worship ser-

vices.  A side-benefit of that broadcast is that we automatically get a recording of those services, which are 

now posted and available for you to watch, “on demand” from the comfort of your home PC. 

  

Since reunion 2015 started, we’ve had 8,000 “viewer minutes” watching our live broadcasts and/or re-

cordings.  That’s over “100 hours” of people sharing the reunion worship experience with us.  What a blessing! 

  

To find the recordings (and future live broadcasts), please visit: 

                http://livestream.com/CofChristBCMC 

  

Under the church logo “banner”, you’ll find a “broadcast/replay” window.  It’s likely covered up with an 

“advertisement”.  Merely click the small gray “x” in the upper right corner to dispose of the ad, and you’ll see 

our “auto pilot” playing a random “welcome” video about the church and our ministries. 

  

Below that window, you’ll find a section titled “Latest Videos”, which show our most recent recordings, left to 

right from newest to oldest.  A small right arrow can be found to the right of those “thumb nail” images, that 

allows you to scroll deeper into the past recordings.  I’ve included the topic and speaker in each caption. 

  

Scrolling down to the bottom of the page, you’ll find our complete “video library”.  The first 9 videos are listed 

there, with a “view all videos” button in the lower right, that will show all (17) available videos for you to 

choose. 

  

Whether you attended reunion or not, we invite you to take some time and be blessed by hearing (or re-

hearing) the ministry and messages shared there! 

  

And feel free to share this site with seekers and inquirers, or shut-ins in your congregation & community! 

 

Help Wanted 
 

We are looking for a volunteer to help update the 2016 BCMC Directory with congregational and 
BCMC election results.  I would suggest someone with some time on their hands during the Fall 
season.  Computer and internet access, and at least an intermediate skill level, with experience us-
ing Microsoft Word.  Brad will provide training and support! 

 
  If interested, please contact Brad Bryant (BradBryant70@gmail.com). 

http://livestream.com/CofChristBCMC


 

Page 20 August 2015 

 

Church Publishes Its First E-book  8/4/2015 

 
Community of Christ announced today that one of the church’s foundational books of scripture, the Doc-

trine and Covenants, is now available as an e-book for Amazon devices and apps. It is the church’s first e-

book and its publication is the result of a team effort that spanned several years. Published by Herald Publish-

ing House, this $9.99 e-book is divided into sections and has an extensively linked topical index. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants is a compilation of the open canon of scripture received or submitted by prophet-

presidents and other leaders throughout the history of the Restoration movement and during the establish-

ment and growth of Community of Christ through 2010. The primary purpose of this living document that 

upholds the church’s Enduring Principle of Continuing Revelation, is to help members live their lives more 

productively and in close harmony with God’s will. 

 

Community of Christ President Stephen M. Veazey, who expressed his gratitude to everyone who played a 

role in completing this project, said, “I am very hopeful that offering this important book in an e-book format 

will enhance personal study and ministry. Making it available on a broad scale has the potential to reach seek-

ers who may be unfamiliar with our denomination and provides a convenient document for students of reli-

gious history.” 

 

Community of Christ is registered as a charitable organization eligible to receive donations from the Ama-

zonSmile Foundation. Connect to Community of Christ easily via this AmazonSmile link. 

 

Community of Christ has 250,000 members in more than 60 nations. The church’s mission is to “proclaim 

Jesus Christ and promote communities of joy, hope, love, and peace.” Community of Christ International 

Headquarters is located in Independence, Missouri. 

For more information contact communications@CofChrist.org. 

WEBSITE Whereabouts  
 
You can find 2015 congregation officer pages linked to each congregation page on our website: 
            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Congregations/congregations.htm 

and Mission Center leaders on the leadership page: 
            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/Directory/mcleader.pdf 

  
If you need current e-mail addresses, we don’t publish those “in the open”, to avoid spammers get-
ting your address... but you can visit our password-protected E-mail Directory at: 
            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/email.asp 

If you don’t have the password, contact BradBryant70@gmail.com. 

http://www.amazon.com/Doctrine-Covenants-Community-Christ-ebook/dp/B013CU30O2/ref=sr_1_11?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1438704052&sr=1-11&keywords=doctrine+and+covenants&refinements=p_n_feature_browse-bin%3A618073011
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/44-0552038
mailto:communications@CofChrist.org
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Congregations/congregations.htm
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/Directory/mcleader.pdf
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/email.asp
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com


 Page 21 August 2015 

From the WEBSITE Manager 
 

Grrr!  I want to apologize to each of you, for the ongo-

ing difficulties we’ve had with the BCMC website since 

December 2014.   

 

   http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org  

 

Most of the problems have been “invisible” to you as 

users, but some of them DO leak out.  The problem is 

based on our “ancient” FrontPage 2003 software that I 

use to manage the website – it’s no longer supported on 

modern computer operating systems, so we’re working 

really hard behind the scenes to try and “force fit” the 

old technology onto new computers... and we’re not suc-

ceeding well at all.  It’s also a slow journey, as I report 

one problem after another, and the server support team 

have to research and try different possible solutions, 

most of which no longer work. 

  

Anyway, I thank you for your patience, when you’ve 

tried to access the site and can’t... or it randomly 

prompts for a password... or other strange behavior oc-

curs. 

 

I’m currently working with the support team to swap us 

over to yet another server, which will put us on a very 

modern OS and hardware, but my guess is the “ancient” 

software problem will merely get worse, rather than bet-

ter.  Sigh. 

  

My goal in this effort, has been to avoid “manually re-

building” all of our 1,390 website files into a new site 

“by hand”, and migrating them to a new website man-

agement tool.  But alas, if reality doesn’t change soon, 

I’ll likely have to do that anyway. 

  

So, with the help of Wendy Porch, we’ve built a Word-

Press hosted site, and I’ve started the slow, manual proc-

ess of migrating some of our files & information over 

there.  I only have 3 congregations currently loaded 

(working alphabetically), so don’t expect a full site... but 

if/when our main BCMC website is not available, you 

might try checking this alternate site. I’ll attempt to keep 

the “announcements” page in sync between the two of 

them! 

            http://BCMissionCenter.wordpress.com  

  

As always, if there are items you’d like to be able to find 

using the BCMC website, let me know and we’ll work 

on making them easily available for you!   - Brad Bryant 

http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org
http://BCMissionCenter.wordpress.com
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BCMC 2015  Dates  

 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -      We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, 

love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground because so many people 

for so many years meet God on these grounds.        

 

 

September 7 Monday  Labor Day 

September 18—20  Women’s Retreat 

October 4 Sunday  President Veazey’s Address and Webcast 

October 12 Monday  Columbus Day 

October 17 Saturday BCMC Fall Conference 

October 18 Sunday  Keith McMillan at Thompsonville congregation 

November 26 Thursday Thanksgiving 

December 25 Friday  Christmas 

Dec 30—Jan 1   Hydration Youth Retreat 

Jan 1  Friday  New Year’s Day 

Jan 18  Monday  ML King Day 

Feb 10  Wednesday Ash Wednesday 

Feb 15  Monday  President’s Day 

March 20 Sunday  Palm Sunday 

March 27 Sunday  Easter  

 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/


 
Brush Creek Women’s Retreat 2015 

September 18-20 
Friday 4 pm through Sunday Worship at 9 am 

Brush Creek Campgrounds 
 

Name:_______________________________________________ 
Address:_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
Phone: ______________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________ 
 
Allergies: _____________________________________________ 
Special Needs (Food or Rooming):____________________________ 
How many guests in your room______________________________ 
 
Date/Time of Arrival: ____________________________________ 
Date/Time of Departure: __________________________________ 
Total Weekend Cost: $35  Saturday only: $20 
 

Please Bring:   Bedding / Towels 
 

I give permission for my photo to be used in a Community of Christ 
Publication:  (sign) _____________________ 
 

Return Registration Form & fees to: 
Deby Klein  P.O.Box  271  Taylorville, IL   62568 
(217)720-7211  debyklein@gmail.com 
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