
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  June 2015 

 

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

 Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-516-2188  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center   October 26, 2013 

Conference Agenda 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Experience 

   Theme: Summoned to Follow 

   Apostle Barbara Carter, Speaker 
        

12:00 p.m.            Lunch – Bring your own     Drinks provided 

 

1:30 p.m.            Annual Business Meeting 

 

You are invited to attend the Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference at the  

Salem, IL, Community of Christ. 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting the busi-

ness of the  

Mission Center are all important aspects of our community. 

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with those who know the  

      Mission Matters Most for the Journey Ahead. 

   

“All power in heaven and earth is His – but all prayer invoking heaven’s power 
into earth’s need is ours.” 

from The Power of a Praying Church, by Stormie Omartian 

One of my favorite parts of traveling our Mission Center is hearing uplifting and strengthen-

ing  testimonies which provide hope and excitement for the future of the mission which is 

ours. Recently, during my visit to our Poplar Creek congregation a story was shared with me 

which I think might be good for all of us to hear.  

The story begins with the fact that each year Rick Forth, pastor of the congregation, goes on 

a deer hunting trip.  Eileen Slover, a member of his congregation and obviously an animal 

lover, prays during each of his trips that Rick will not get a deer, and every year, Rick comes 

home without a deer.  He was even inducted into the National Deer Missers Association.   

I share this part of the story because it is background for the next “chapter”.  Rick teaches a 

Sunday school class for the ‘seasoned’ members of the congregation.  One Sunday as they 

were discussing their lesson, one in the class said, “We are all aging; what are we going to do 

about our congregation?  We need some young families with young children so we can minis-

ter to them.”  That person was Eileen Slover, who just this month turned 90.   Rick men-

tioned his confidence in her praying ability (given the fact that he had never gotten a deer) 

and suggested that prayer was what they could do.  Within minutes, Rick looked up from his 

book and out the window to the parking lot to see a young family with three children getting 

out of their car and walking into the building.  Then a family with three more children walked 

in the door.  These were people they had seen before, but not for a long time and not on a 

regular basis.   

Rick told the class, “We need to get up and go talk to the families God has provided who are 

in the foyer.”   

God says, “This is what I can do if you will pray!”  What incredible things our faith and hope 

can accomplish if we “invoke heaven’s power into earth’s need”.   

“Never weary in prayer.  When one day any see how marvelously their prayer has been an-

swered, then they will deeply, so deeply, regret that they prayed so little.” from God Calling 

 
”. . .all prayer invoking heaven’s power into earth’s need is ours.” 

Let’s claim that power of prayer and watch what God will do! 

       -Joan 

 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
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Brush Creek Reunions 2015 
 

Theme:  Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ 

 

Make plans now to attend one or both of our Brush Creek Reunions in 2015. 

The planning team is already meeting to lay the groundwork for two  wonderful weeks together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reunion won’t be the same without you!!! 

 

Introducing our Guest Ministry 

 

Apostle Barbara Carter will be with us for half of our June Reunion.  Barbara is a member of the 

Council of Twelve Apostles and provides leadership for the Northeast Field which includes ten 

mission centers including Brush Creek.   

  

Elder Jack Ergo, who was with us in 2014 at the July Reunion, will join us in June this summer.  

Jack is an Associate Professor at Graceland University and brings creativity and excitement to 

every aspect of his ministry.  

 

High Priest Evan Manuel is a retired teacher and coach from Blue Springs, MO.  Evan ministers 

in the Colonial Hills Congregation in the Central Mission Center.   
 

   

President of Seventy Keith McMillan is the Field Missionary Coordinator for the North East 

USA Mission Field. Keith has recently returned to the United States after an assignment in the Brit-

ish Isles.   

 

Elder Seth Bryant is a Missional Consultant and Expansion Minister assigned to the Western USA 

Mission Field.  Seth brings a wealth of knowledge and deep interest in church history and the Book 

of Mormon.   

 

Seventy Brad Bryant is our own BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator.  Brad facilitates our Titus 

Team Ministry and coordinates communication for our Mission Center.   Brad will join us for both 

2015 Reunions.  

June 13 – 19 2015 

Director – Chris Ober  

Assistant Director – Tammy Austin 

Guest Ministry includes: 

Barbara Carter 

Jack Ergo 

Evan Manuel 

Brad Bryant 

July 11 – 17  2015 

Director – Glenn Webb 

Assistant Director – Lori Manker 

Guest Ministry includes: 

Keith McMillan 

Seth Bryant 

Brad Bryant 
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June Reunion Partial Schedule 
 

Saturday Schedule:   

 2:30– 4:30    Check-In: Dining Hall 

 3:00               Andrea Collins Ordination 

 5–6:00          Evening Meal 

 7:00              Welcome Worship in Auditorium 

 After             Canteen Open 

 8:00ish         Trivia Fund-raiser for SPEC in Dining Hall 

 

·  Sunday Schedule:     

 7:30 am        Priesthood Prayer Service: White Church 

 8–8:45          Breakfast 

 10:15            Worship: Auditorium 

 11:45–2        Lunch, then Rest 

 1:00               Zach Herman baptism 

 1:30               Pastors/Counselors Meet: White Church Fellowship Hall 

 2:30-4:30      Pool: Open Swim  Canteen Open 

 5–6:00          Evening Meal 

 7:00              Gather and Worship 

 8:30              Canteen is open 

 8:30              Intergenerational Board Games, Dining Hall 

 9:00              Sunday Night Live Online Seeker’s Chat demo: Auditorium 

  

·  DAILY Schedule (Monday-Thursday):   

 7–7:45 am      Breakfast 

 8:15                 Gather for Worship 

 8:30–9:30       Morning Sharing Service 

 9:40                 Children & Youth Gather at Canteen 

 9:50-Noon      Classes 

 Noon-2            Lunch & Rest Period (Quiet) 

 1:30-2:30        Adult Water Aerobics: Deep End of Pool        

    Babies & Kids to age 4 with Parents: Shallow End 

 2:30-4:30       All swim & Afternoon Activities  Canteen Open 

 5–6:00            Evening Meal 

 7:00                Gather and Worship 

 8:30                Canteen is open 

 Varies            Evening Activities (see camp flier) 
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June Reunion—Live, Love, Share 
 

The reunion this year is grounded in the words of counsel presented at the 2013 World Conference by 

Prophet-President Stephen Veazey expressing his hope that “these words will serve as a pathway for those 

who sincerely seek to discover God’s will through their own experience as we continue our faith journey 

together.” 

Our overall theme Live, Love, Share…and daily themes are taken from the conclusion of the words of counsel 

“Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion.  Live, love and share as Zion: those who 

strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.” 

Apostle Barbara Carter, High Priest Evan Manuel, Associate Music Professor Jack Ergo and Seventy Brad Bry-

ant are the guest ministry for the week. Open Table Director Charlie Carter plans to spend some time with 

us as well.  Vital information will be in the registration packets that each family will receive when they check 

in with the registrar.  Please be sure to look through everything.  It is our effort to keep you well informed.  

Several class offerings are being planned and hopefully some surprises. 

Chris Ober  June Reunion Director    

Tammy Austin Assistant Director 

June Reunion Offers Many Class Options 

 
 

The June Reunion will feature a new class format for the adults attending the reunion.  Attendees will be 

able to choose from two or three classes during most class periods.  The classes will be one-day classes that 

will be concluded in one session.  The only exception will be the Registered Youth Worker Training which 

will be two sessions. 

 
Most classes will be offered at two different times during the week.  Check the flyer for the schedule of of-

ferings. A listing will also be included in the reunion packet at registration. The class offerings will include 

the following: 
 
Chat with the Apostle (Teacher: Barbara Carter) – Apostle Barbara Carter will bring an update from the 

World Church.  She will also be available to answer questions. 

 
Come to the Table (Teacher: Jane Pinkham) –  Are you looking for a way to make an impact on your commu-

nity?  Jane will share how she shared her vision and passion to feed the hungry with the Thompsonville congregation.  

That vision soon became the Thompsonville Food Pantry.  Jane will share the many blessings that have been given 

through this experience.  She will also explain the structure of the food pantry and share helpful hints on how to start 

a pantry. 

 
Live, Love, Share (Teacher:  Brad Bryant)  – This class will introduce and explore a few of the key points intro-

duced in the 2015 Reunion Resource: “Live, Love, Share: Visibly One in Christ”.  This resource offers up to 12 or 

more hours of study material that can be adapted for personal study, small groups, church school classes, etc.  This 

class will not be able to address it cover to cover.  The optional book will be available for purchase (around $15) at 

reunion through the Herald House display.  Together, participants will have the opportunity to explore concepts such 

as God’s vision for Zion in the world and the call toward unity in Christ as each works together to establish Zionic 

conditions around the world.      Continued on next page... 
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June Reunion Offers Many Class Options—continued 
 

 

Most classes will be offered at two different times during the week.   

 
The Ministry of the Evangelist (Teacher: Marvin Kleinau) – This class will focus on the ministry of the 

evangelist.  The best known gift the evangelist has to offer to the membership is the personal blessing.  One of the 

eight sacraments of the church, the blessing is God's gift to all.  In addition, the evangelist may be called upon to 

bless families, churches, and other activities.   This class will take a deeper look at the office of evangelist and at the 

gifts of ministry the evangelists can offer.   It is the hope of the evangelists that each will come to recognize the 

value of the ministry in terms of your their own lives. 

 
The Open Table (Teacher: Charlie Carter) – The Open Table is an ecumenical movement with the mission 

to train congregations and their members, through the model, to partner their vocational and life experiences with 

people in poverty to develop and implement plans that create sustainability and wholeness.  This class will intro-

duce participants to the movement and will answer questions about implementing the movement. 

 
Pathway to Abundant Generosity (Teacher: Sandra Ferguson) – The entire creation is made by God as 

an ongoing and living expression of God’s immeasurable generosity without limits.  One is constantly amazed with 

discoveries of the created world that revealed a scale of generosity beyond comprehension.  During this class, par-

ticipants will begin a meditation on an invitation to a whole-life journey of abundant generosity. 

 
Priesthood Empowerment (Teacher:  Joan Munter) – This class will encourage discussion about the various 

types of empowerment and how each form can enhance priesthood ministry. Empowerment is available for every-

one; one only needs to ask for it, expect to receive it, and trust the Source.  This class is not only for priesthood 

members but for all to come to understand and discuss the empowerment provided by the priesthood offices. 

 
Registered Youth Worker Training (Teacher: Dolores Vest)  – “A primary concern to Community of 

Christ is protecting children throughout the worldwide fellowship of the church and ensuring they have the basic 

human rights to which they are entitled.”  This class, a double session, will provide the additional training required 

Registered Youth Worker training for Registered Youth Worker or Youth Worker Assistant status. 

 

 
Technology in Worship:  Yes you Can!  Copyrights and Church (Teacher: Brad Bryant)  – This class 

will explore legal and ethical ways to use copyrighted material in your church activities.  The class will not be 

bogged down by legal-speak but will be exploring and sharing together some best practices that will allow congre-

gations to find and use great materials that are already available, in ways that legally protect individuals and congre-

gations, while bringing ministry and learning to congregations. 

 
Technology in Worship:  Yes you Can!  PowerPoint Basics (Teacher:  Brad Bryant) – This class will 

provide an introduction to using PowerPoint as a tool for ministry, in sermons, worship, classes, etc.  It will define 

“what is PowerPoint”, cover basic terminology and concepts, and demonstrate live how to create and build slides 

that help reinforce teaching points, and allow an audience to better “follow along” during topic-teaching sessions. 

  
We Are All Called to be “Teachers” (Teachers: Evan and Mary Jo Manuel) – On many occasions in the 

New Testament, Jesus is referred to as “Teacher”.  He had such a wonderful way of communicating with those 

around him through his carefully chosen, thought-provoking, and inspiring words and actions.  He was a teacher in 

every sense of the word.  All are challenged to let the love and peace of Jesus shine through them as they become 

teachers in many different ways in their everyday lives.  In this class, Evan and Mary Jo will share their thoughts and 

ideas about what this role of “Teacher” might look like as each person walks through each day.   They will share 

their own stories from their personal and professional lives, and they will invite those attending this class to share 

their stories as well. 
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 Reunion Request for Volunteers   
 
If you can serve in any of these roles, please contact the person mentioned by each: 
  
1.    Lifeguard:  We’re needing one or more lifeguards, in order to have the swimming pool and/or 
lake open for activities.  If you are, or know of, someone with current lifeguarding certification, ei-
ther “clear water” (pool) and/or “lake” and would like more information, or to offer your services for 
June reunion, please contact Director Chris Ober (COber@CofChrist.org) 
 

2.    Meditation Music prior to morning gatherings:  We need some folks willing to provide 
“gathering/prelude” meditation music as we gather for morning prayer services.  Music provides 
an environment for worship and welcomes the Holy Spirit to be with us.  We are blest to have 
Jack Ergo with us this year.  He will be playing for the evening services.  If you can assist in this 
way, please contact Ann Schwengel (annschwengel1@gmail.com) to offer your gifts. 

3.    Children’s Ministry:  We need some folks to cover 2 areas of children’s ministry: 
a.    30-minute craft time, for 2 groups 

b.    30-minute outside play time supervisor, for 2 groups 

If you’re available to assist with either of these, please contact Angie Burkett 
(aburkett54@gmail.com) 

4.    Broadcasting Help:  If you have basic computer skills, we are looking for some folks that 

would be willing to help oversee and monitor our live internet broadcasting during worship ser-
vices.  Brad will provide training and coaching.  Contact Brad Bryant (BradBryant70@gmail.com)  

5.    Hymn Testimonies:  Do you have testimony of how a hymn has touched you?  We are seek-
ing your written testimonies about hymns.  We might possibly read portions of these testimonies 
at the hymn sing on Saturday night of the June reunion.  If you have a short testimony, please 
email it to us by no later than May 31.  Send your testimonies to both Ann Schwengel 
(annschwengel1@gmail.com) and Tammy Austin (taustin@midwest.net) 

6.    Food Handler Certificate:  If you have taken the Illinois State Food Handler online class and 
passed, please bring/send a copy of your completion certificate to head cook Sherry Gibbs 
(sgibbs_1@hotmail.com), so she can begin to build a list of folks who are trained in safe food 
handling.  We may need some occasional help in the kitchen with food preparation and han-
dling.  Several folks have already completed this class, but more is always better!  You can find a 
$7 online class here: http://illinois.foodhandlerclasses.com/.  Other certification options are available, 

if you prefer a different provider. 

  
Yes, there will  always be other ways to serve AT camp too, so come prepared to give and serve 
generously, so that the entire community may be blessed! 
  
We look forward to seeing many of you, and sharing the week with you & God’s Spirit!  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:COber@CofChrist.org
mailto:annschwengel1@gmail.com
mailto:aburkett54@gmail.com
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:annschwengel1@gmail.com
mailto:taustin@midwest.net
mailto:sgibbs_1@hotmail.com
http://illinois.foodhandlerclasses.com/
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Hear Ye!  Hear Ye!   
 

If you are a pastor or a counselor to the pastor of a congregation, a member of the Brush Creek 

Mission Center Council (Titus Teams), a counselor to the Mission Center president or financial 

officer, OR if you are a BCMC Evangelist ----------------- 

THIS MESSAGE IS FOR YOU! 

 
At each of the reunions this summer – June and July – on Sunday afternoon at 1:30  in the Fel-

lowship Hall of  the Brush Creek Church, the above group of people will gather at our Pastors 

and Counselors meetings for important and hopefully very helpful discussions.  Even if you are 

not attending a reunion, please make an attempt to join us for at least one of these meetings.  

Bring with you your concerns for your congregations, an open mind, a listening ear and a willing-

ness to share from your wisdom and experience.  Above all, prepare ahead of time to welcome 

the Holy Spirit in our midst as we focus on the mission that is ours 

See you June 14 and /or July 12! 

        Joan 

Calling for Aaronic Ministers 
  

The Pursue Peace Titus Team is making plans to host the ‘Prayer for Peace’ experience at our upcoming 

BCMC June and July Reunions during the evening worship service.  We would like to invite several volun-

teers from the Aaronic Priesthood, to participate with others on a team, to help bring this short, but 

meaningful ministry to our gathered reunion congregation. 

If you are planning to attend reunion, and would be willing to serve in this way, for either or both reun-

ions, OR if you have questions, please REPLY contact a Titus Peace team member or Brad Bryant. 

 

    Brad Bryant:  bradbryant70@gmail.com  
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TRIVIA Fundraiser  
 

The JUNE REUNION TRIVIA NIGHT will be Saturday evening June 13th beginning at 8:00pm. 

 

Join us Saturday evening in the Dining Hall for an informal, team trivia competition.  Our Annual Trivia Contest is 

always lots of fun.  Teams of 4 to 8 people are formed among family, congregations or friends.  A little pre-planning 

of teams is helpful but not required.  Some of the best teams have been formed on the walk over to the Dining Hall.  

What a great way to get to know people by including new friends on your team.   Campers of all ages including 

some school-age youth and young people will enjoy the Trivia contest.   

 

Teams will gather around a  table and check in.  A suggested donation of $5 - $10 per person will be collected to 

help with Youth SPEC expenses.    Teams work together to answer groups of questions to earn points.  The cate-

gories may include Bible Trivia, Church History, Music, Sports, Geography, Disney, Current Events, etc.  The win-

ning team leaves with a small gift and bragging rights.   

 

Competition is always fierce with many close scores.  Adults may choose to 

watch the competition, but why not join a team!  People remaining in the dining 

hall are asked to be mindful of the competition and keep unnecessary noise to a 

minimum.     

Board games and visiting will also be available in the main room of the lodge dur-

ing the Trivia contest.    

Plan now to attend SATURDAY EVENING—JUNE 13th!!!   

Staff Intern Program Selects Participants 
 

During our Junior Camp at Brush Creek, June 7 – 11, several young people will embark on a journey of prepara-

tion.  These willing 13 and 14 year old participants will give their time to learn about what it takes to become an 

effective staff member at a camp.  Through discussions, observations, role playing and instruction as well as taking 

the training to become a registered youth worker assistant (at the age of 15), they will have an opportunity to learn 

from those with experience in all areas of the camping program.  While the group will not be full staff at this camp, 

their training will be in an on site situation. 

 

Congratulations to those who have submitted applications, given well thought out answers to essay questions and 

who now have been selected to participate in this program: 

 Jessica Berry   Hannah Collins 

 Brady Munter   Kross Worrells 
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Kitchen Produce  
 
From a sense of generosity, some of you in the past have brought 
along fresh garden produce, or other food contributions as you’ve ar-
rived at Reunion.  While this is a nice gesture, we’ve had situations 
where items donated in that way had passed their expiration dates and 
so were not usable, items that did not fit into the planned or adaptable 
menus, or duplicates of items already purchased, causing waste.  We’d 
like to avoid those types of preventable waste this year! 
  
IF you are thinking about making contributions of this type for Reunion 2015, please FIRST 
check with our head cook Sherry Gibbs (sgibbs_1@hotmail.com or 618-508-3924 c/t), to see 
if the items you have in mind can be used effectively at the June or July reunions, and when 
you plan to deliver the items.   
  
We’ve had situations in the past where items were promised, planned for use during the Sun-
day noon meal (for example), but didn’t arrive until Monday.  Oops! 
  
Anyway, as we gather in sacred community and attempt to grow into becoming generous dis-
ciples of the Christ, let’s communicate and work together to become even better stewards 
over the resources God has blessed us with. 
  

Books and Resources available at Reunion 
 
Once again this year, at both the June and July Reunions, we’ll 
be offering a display of books and similar resources from Herald 
House and other sources.  As a reminder, as in the past, these 
will be “cash or check” sales only, as we do not expect to be 
able to process credit cards at camp.   
  

 
 If you have borrowed any equipment, especially pots, pans, etc. from the Brush Creek 

Dining Hall, in months past, please return those items as soon as possible.  But please don’t 

limit this request to merely ‘pots & pans’.  If you’ve borrowed tables, chairs, or anything else 

from the campground, please get it returned!     

mailto:sgibbs_1@hotmail.com
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REGISTRAR Reminders  
 
CABIN OWNERS 

  
Many of you answered my earlier email about cabin usage stating you will be using your cabin dur-
ing the reunion.  I still need your registration form and fees.   
  
If you will not be using your cabin, please let me know also.  We will soon be making decisions on 
class sizes, locations, food purchasing, etc.  Please help us out and pre-register.  Don’t assume we 
know you are coming. 
  
QUIET BAGS 

  
We will once again provide quiet bags for children ages 2-8, but you need to pre-register for this 
also.  I will soon be purchasing the items for the quiet bags, based on registration information, so 
once again, without pre-registration, I cannot guarantee to have enough quiet bag supplies so that 
your child/grandchild will get a quiet bag.  We will have limited quantities available. 
  
Thank you so much for all of your help on these matters.  Your reunion team is doing our best to 
keep upfront costs at a minimum, so we will have  more to contribute to Brush Creek Campground 
at the end of the camping season. 
  
Donna Bryant 
2015 Reunion Registrar 

  

From the June Reunion REGISTRAR 
 

 

A quick update to the mission center the June reunion is filling up quite nicely and I need your 

help.  I WILL definitely be needing cabins to use during the June Reunion.  If you will not be using 

your cabin, or have not yet registered to attend, please let me know asap.  Space is becoming very 

limited and we don’t want to turn anyone away because of lack of space.   

 

 

   Donna Bryant, djonette55@gmail.com 309-826-2468 
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Looking ahead to the JULY REUNION 
 

The Reunion Planning committee is putting some of the finishing touches on what is expected to be 

a great July Reunion. We are thrilled to have Keith McMillan, President of Seventy. and Seth Bry-

ant, Missional Consultant and Expansion Minister, with us the entire week. 

Besides all the fun stuff that's being planned, we are attempting to schedule a variety of different 

classes (some will be small group) that you can choose from each day..  You may want to focus on 

just one class or you may choose a variety. during the week.  Classes will be held Monday thru Fri-

day, 

Our themes will revolve around the Reunion theme of Live, Love, Share with added emphasis from 

the Mission Initiatives.   

So plan to be at Brush Creek from July 11 thru 17 for a great Spiritual Adventure. 

 

 

  

Glenn & Phyllis Webb 

365 Webb Town Road 

Tunnel Hill, IL  62972 

618-995-2297 

618-967-3450 
 

Coming to a Reunion near YOU! 

 
Are you so busy you don’t have time to turn around?  Do you feel that you don’t 

have a calm moment to yourself? Are there problems in your life that seem over-

whelming at times?  ***********Good news!  Help is available! *********** Come to 

Brush Creek Reunion (June 13-19 and/or July 11-17) and experience Peace that is 

out of this world! Come and find Hope that can help you carry on in spite of your 

challenges. Remember… God loves you very much. 

-----We can’t wait to see you! 

Love, your friends in Christ,  the Titus Team for Peace 
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The time for fun and learning more about God is almost here!! Yes, I’m speaking about this summer’s 2015 

Brush Creek Youth Camp! Get ready to experience scripture stories in Theme Class, great food and sing-

ing, playing capture the flag, the feel of the campfires blaze on your face and much, much more. Once again 

we’re going to have amazing youth camps and I for one can’t wait, as I know the rest of the staff and direc-

tors would agree. Let’s make this the best year yet! 

 

Below are the dates, directors and how to get a hold of them. You will also find in this e-Bridges this year’s 

youth camp registration form ! 

 

Article submitted by Andrea Collins 

 

 
 

Junior Camp   Junior High Camp Senior High Camp 

June 7th-11th July 5th-11th June 20th-26th 

Sunday-Thursday Sunday-Saturday Saturday-Friday 

Director: Emily Putbrese Director: Bob and Rhiannon Savage Director: Keith Rhine 

Box 212 510 North First Street 14788 Buckley Road 

Xenia, IL 62899 Fairfield, IL 62837 Marion, IL 62959 

(618) 678-4232 (618) 599-7471 (618) 997-3455 

 Completed 3rd—5th grade  Completed 6th—8th grade Completed 9—12th grade 

Brush Creek Youth Camp  
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SPEC Dimes 

 
  I hope that your congregations have had fun collecting dimes for SPEC.  We sure have here in 

Effingham!  Don’t forget once they are filled so that $100.00 is collected to deposit the money and 

send me a check from your congregation.  Donna and I are anxious to know how much help you all 

are able to give toward this great youth experience.  Thanks so much for your willingness to help 

Donna and the kids with their costs for another Spectacular experience. 

  

         Christine Ober 

 

 

      SPEC   July 18—25, 2015 

 

 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!  ARE YOU READY FOR SPEC???  It won’t be long before we 

load that big bus and become the Midwest Crossroad Delegation as we attend Spectacular at Grace-

land University.   Spectacular is open to teens who have completed grades 9—12.    

Registration FORMS are attached with this eBridges and are DUE JUNE 5, 2015. The Registration 

FORM and partial payment MUST be sent to Val Brennan as soon as possible.   The total cost of 

SPEC is $390 per participant.  After June 20, the fee increases to $490.   

Valerie Brennan 

9897 Equestrain Way 

Zionsville, IN  46077 

 

I want to tell you about one lovely young lady who conducted her own FUNDRAISER the past few 

months.  She sold beef jerky sticks to friends and family and watched the profits add up.  She is ex-

cited to go to SPEC for the first time, and can’t wait to play volleyball with other teens from all over 

the United States.   

I encourage congregations to continue saving those dimes and dollars.   If you have filled your water 

bottle with dimes, that money can be deposited and transferred to the BCMC treasurer, Chris Ober.  

Additional donations may be sent to Chris Ober at 1107 N. Merchant St.  Effingham, IL  62401.  

These donations assist the Mission Center with the cost of transportation and provide hardship assis-

tance for SPEC participants.    Congregations can also assist your local  participants with preparation 

and fees for SPEC.     

     Thanks, Donna  donnagreensavage@yahoo.com   
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Generosity 
 

The heart and call of the gospel message is the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Christ clearly stated 

to the disciples then and now the call and commission to be engaged in the salvation of the world: 

 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-

thing that I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” - Matthew 

28:18-20 

 

This same call and commission comes clearly to the Community of Christ through these words of prophetic counsel: 

 
Open your hearts and feel the yearnings of your brothers and sisters who are lonely, despised, fearful, ne-

glected, unloved.  Reach out in understanding, clasp their hands, and invite all to share in the blessings of com-

munity created in the name of the One who suffered on behalf of all.  - Doctrine and Covenants 161:3a 

 
Recently I have been involved in listening to International Headquarters share about the lack of tithing being received and 

now what must be done in order to carry out the mission of the church.  World-wide church employment is impacted 

as well as not being financially able to carry and sustain the work of sharing the gospel to those new places and people 

who are anxiously waiting for the Community of Christ to become their spiritual home. 

 
As I sat listening to my Prophet/President sharing his disappointment and sadness over the reduction of more jobs  I, 

too, felt saddened knowing that all it would take to change this situation is for each of us to grasp our tithing concept 

that is deeply rooted in scripture.  To understand that tithing is our gift to God in response to God’s generous gifts of 

grace and love to us.  A response that is not a result of formulas or rules, but from a spirit of thankfulness within us. 

 
A disciple’s calling is to give according to one’s true capacity as a witness of God’s generosity and as a spiritual practice 

that helps disciples grow in relationship to God.  As disciples we honor what we have received from God by reaching 

toward sharing 10 percent or more of our annual income as tithing before saving and spending. 

 
For some people, though, there is not enough income to meet basic living expenses.  Then tithing is an offering of any 

amount or item desired, including giving one’s life in service to Christ and to the church. 

 
“Tithing is to be given to local and world ministries equally (Doctrine and Covenants 162:7d).  Giving to church 

affiliates is the priority after tithing.  However, these contributions are not tithing.  Contributing to other chari-

table organizations that recognize the worth of persons and are committed to bringing Christ’s ministry to 

them is encouraged.  But, those contributions are not tithing either.” (official tithing statement from the Presid-

ing Bishopric) 

 
Just like my ancestors of old, the dream of milk and honey keeps me moving toward Zion.  There is something that I 

continue to long for that is just beyond the horizon.  So, tell me the old, old story.  Tell me every story my soul yearns 

to hear so I can hold onto a stubborn hope when it feels like all hope is lost.  Tell me about Jesus and his great love for 

me and for you.  Tell me there is a place for me in heaven. 

 
I have been shaped by the on-going hope of life made new.  I long for others to receive the gift of ministry that we, the 

Community of Christ, give so beautifully. 

 

Please join me in growing into the generous disciples that we are called to be – blessed to be a blessing. 
 

 

Chris Ober 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

Financial Officer 
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Mission Initiative Congregational Funds 
 

At our Brush Creek Mission Center Conference  (October 2014) action was taken to make 

some Affiliate Investment Pool (AIP) funds available to congregations in need of financial assis-

tance to “seed” development of innovative programs promoting the 5 mission initiatives: 
Invite People to Christ 

Pursue Peace on Earth 

Abolish Poverty/End Suffering 

Develop Disciples to Serve 

Experience Congregations in Mission 

 

Informational material has been sent out to all pastors along with application instructions.  We look forward to seeing 

the Mission of Jesus expanded in our congregations through the use of these funds and to hear testimonies of changing 

lives and communities! 

 

Chris Ober 

Brush Creek Mission Center Financial Officer 

Community of Christ Study and Faith Scholarship 
 

Ask any in our mission center who are Graceland alumni (and there are MANY!) how they would have 

liked a 50% reduction in tuition, just because they were members of our amazing church commu-

nity.  WOW!!!  What an opportunity!!  

  

I wouldn’t trade anything for my Graceland experience – and NOW it is even easier 

to attend this wonderful university.  Lucky you, if you are graduating from high school 

and are wondering where to continue your education.  Graceland is no longer out of 

reach financially.  Be sure to consider this opportunity – don’t miss a chance of a life-

time.  

       Joan 

 

This scholarship is available to Graceland University Lamoni campus students who: are members of Com-

munity of Christ, enrolled full time, and make satisfactory academic progress as outlined in the Graceland 

University catalog.  This scholarship is a commitment from the university that all members of Community 

of Christ will receive total institutional aid at a minimum of 50 percent cost of tuition for up to four years 

of full-time enrollment. Community of Christ membership is defined by a Member designation in the 

World Church database. 

 

http://www.graceland.edu/financial-aid/graceland-faith-based-aid.cfm 
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Lifeboat Alliance   
 

Several congregations held a service with Lifeboat Alliance  on May 17. Thompsonville, Cen-

tralia, and Mt. Vernon congregations provided a service with break out small groups and a meal. 

There were about 17-20 residents that benefited from the meal and about 8-10 that joined us 

for the service. We were blessed with stories and life experiences. Thank you to all who partici-

pated. Your talents and gifts were appreciated by all involved.    

     

 - Megan Pierce—Mt. Vernon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good News from our congregations! 

Fairfield Thrift Store celebrates 30 year anniversary 
 
It has been thirty years since the Clothesline Thrift Store opened in Fairfield.  The local thrift store 

opened its doors in 1985 and has become a well-established retailer.   In the beginning, a local Fair-

field teacher shared her idea with three area churches, including the Methodist Church, the 

Catholic Church and the Community of Christ.   

 
Today, the Fairfield Community of Christ group along with several other local churches play a ma-

jor role in keeping the Clothesline staffed.  A Community of Christ representative also serves on 

the board of directors.   

 
The Clothesline accepts donated items and sells them at an affordable rate or makes them avail-

able for free for those in need.  Profits are donated to community organizations.         
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Mt. Vernon Kid’s Club 
 

 

Mt. Vernon's congregation has been working diligently with the neighboring trailer park community in host-

ing a baptismal class for the children. We have this class on Wednesday evenings and have had anywhere 

from 3 to 12 children show up each week. Meals are provided as well.  

We've also held a lock-in for our youth (thanks to those who generously helped out).  The children take 

comfort and pride in knowing they have a safe, comfortable, fun place to go that they can "claim" as theirs. 

I personally thank those of you who have been a part of their lives.  

 

Attached are two pictures from Kid's Club and the lock-in. 

 

      Megan Pierce <mpierce980206@gmail.com> 

Good News from our congregations! 

mailto:mpierce980206@gmail.com
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    In the early days of the church the Patriarch was the name given those called by God to act as sen-

ior voices in the life of the members of the church. Of course the patriarch was the member of the 

tribe  or family that more or less made the final  decisions about the leadership of the family as 

he  passed away.  The name of that  church office was changed twice  after WW II, to reflect the 

changes in the way God sought to utilize various people with important skills. For example, when 

women were called to the office the term patriarch didn't seem to fit and the term evangelist seemed 

more appropriate. Never the less, the calling and the task never changed.  For the days of Joseph in 

the  Old Testament, to the days of Joseph in he New Testament,  and  specifically,  from the days of 

the Joseph and the Book of Mormon, the  evangelist has been freed from all duties to minister when-

ever and wherever he/she may choose or be needed. God did that for each of us, personally. 

 

    The best known gift the  evangelist has to offer to each of the membership, is the personal bless-

ing.  One of the eight sacraments of the church, the blessing is God's gift to each of you. In addition, 

the evangelist may be called upon to bless families, churches, and other activities.  

 

    For some reason the "act of blessing" seems not to be a well understood sacrament in the church. 

Consequently, the director of the first reunion, has set  aside two class periods for a deeper look at the 

office of evangelist and at the gifts of ministry the evangelists can offer.  Take my word for it, they 

go to the soul of the church. 

 

    My hope is many of you will  look for that class on Monday and Tuesday of the  June  reunion, 

and not only  learn more about the office of evangelist, but come to recognize the value of the minis-

try in terms of your own  life.   

 

       Marvin Kleinau 

 

 

 

 

Evangelist’s Corner  
 

with Marvin Kleinau 



 

Page 19 June 2015 

 

 

Hark!  The Herald! 

 
During the Christmas season, we often sing the familiar carol:  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing! 

 

Hark?  What sort of word is that?  It's certainly not one that most of us use daily... But it means "listen!"  Listen 

closely!  This is echoed to us clearly in Doctrine and Covenants 162: "Listen to the voice..." (repeatedly!) and "Listen to 

your story". 

 

We know what singing angels are... but what is a Herald Angel?  Again, an older term: before newspapers, TV & inter-

net, a "herald" was one who brought "important news" to a community.  So a Herald Angel is a bearer of important news 

from God, that we need to pay attention to. 

 

We sing this song, to remember the important message shared with the scared and confused shepherds on Jesus' birth-

day... LISTEN, and HEAR THIS IMPORTANT HEAVENLY MESSAGE! 

 

Before the resurrected Jesus ascended from our planet, he gave this instruction to his followers (us included): 

 

Matthew 28:18 NIV And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age." 

 

Those original disciples (and WE) are called to share the good news of Jesus, and God's unfolding kingdom, with ALL 

nations and ALL people, then AND now.  We're blessed to be part of a world-wide church movement, currently with con-

gregations in over 60 nations!  Are we done?  Nope!  Depending on what definition of "nation" you use, there are some-

where between 189 and 195 nations in today's world.  So, we still have quite a bit of work to do!  And merely establishing 

the church within a nation does not make the ministries and blessings of Jesus' church available to all of the people of that 

nation. Imagine having only ONE congregation in the United States.  *ick* 

But, we ARE responding to the call to spread the gospel (good news) both within and beyond the nations where we cur-

rently are present as a church.  And the Spirit is alive and active around the globe... bringing people and nations to us, 

who WANT the church to be planted and grown in their nation!  In fact, the demand is currently higher than our ability to 

fund planting the church in those places.  And so, those folks must wait until OUR giving to world ministries tithes in-

creases, and we can have the resources needed to plant a sustainable church presence in each place. In fact, just recently 

in the Herald, we read a testimony from a person in Spain, who waited 15 years from his first contact with the church, 

until we were officially organized in Spain. 

As part of this global church family, it's important that we stay connected and aware of the needs and ministries occurring 

ALL around the world!  That's where our Herald magazine is helpful!  The Herald is a monthly publication, distributed by 

subscription.  There are 4 ways you can subscribe to this award-winning magazine, and receive these important updates 

from your global church family.  See next article for details.   

 

A direct magazine subscription can be purchased online for $32/year  

 

Herald In Every Home (HIEH) program.  A discounted "group rate" of $26.50 per subscription.  

 

 A full-color electronic version of the Herald (e-herald) can be purchased for $20/year  

 

A free option is also available, by subscribing to the Herald Magazine Blog 

 

I hope you'll each take a few moments to get signed up and tuned in, to the important life-changing and world-changing 

news that is emerging from congregations and disciples around the world!  It's exciting too, to see congregations from our 

own Brush Creek area, included in the articles!   

        Brad Bryant 
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Hark!  The Herald! - continued 

 
As part of this global church family, it's important that we stay connected and aware of the needs and ministries occurring 

ALL around the world!  That's where our Herald magazine is helpful!  The Herald is a monthly publication, distributed by 

subscription.  There are 4 ways you can subscribe to this award-winning magazine, and receive these important updates 

from your global church family: 

 

A direct magazine subscription can be purchased online for $32/year at:  

 
http://www.heraldhouse.org/cart/edit.asp?p=99620&pageid=6398 

 

A congregation can enroll in the Herald In Every Home (HIEH) program.  While the term states "every" home, that's not 

a requirement.  If you have 2 or more families who would like to subscribe, the congregation can enroll and receive a 

discounted "group rate" of $26.50 per subscription.  The congregation is centrally billed the discounted rate, and can pay 

that from the congregational budget, or by asking each participating family to "donate" the discounted rate through their 

congregational offering envelopes.  To set up the HIEH program, chat with your congregation's Herald House Book 

Steward, or your pastor.    Brad can answer questions or assist as needed, or contact skaleikau@CofChrist 
 

A full-color electronic version of the Herald (e-herald) can be purchased for $20/year at:  

http://www.heraldhouse.org/cart/edit.asp?p=91138 and is delivered to your e-mail inbox.   

 

 You can also request a free "sample" edition using the link on the page above. 
 

A free option is also available, by subscribing to the Herald Magazine Blog.  This is an incom-

plete subscription though, because it does not provide all of the articles and news, but does 

include periodic e-mail messages of some of the key articles, spread out over time.  To sub-

scribe to this free blog, visit: https://heraldmagazine.wordpress.com/  

 Enter your e-mail address on the right side and click the "sign me up" button. 
 
I hope you'll each take a few moments to get signed up and tuned in, to the important life-changing and world-changing 

news that is emerging from congregations and disciples around the world!  It's exciting too, to see congregations from our 

own Brush Creek area, included in the articles!   

 

The HERALD is bringing important news that we all need to hear.  It encourages us for the kingdom-building journey 

ahead, and helps you see progress as God continues to unfold his message of Joy, Hope, Love and Peace, in people's lives 

all across our planet! 

WEBSITE Whereabouts  
 
You can find 2015 congregation officer pages linked to each congregation page on our website: 
            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Congregations/congregations.htm 

and Mission Center leaders on the leadership page: 
            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/Directory/mcleader.pdf 

  
If you need current e-mail addresses, we don’t publish those “in the open”, to avoid spammers get-
ting your address... but you can visit our password-protected E-mail Directory at: 
            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/email.asp 

If you don’t have the password, contact BradBryant70@gmail.com. 

http://www.heraldhouse.org/cart/edit.asp?p=99620&pageid=6398
mailto:skaleikau@CofChrist.org
http://www.heraldhouse.org/cart/edit.asp?p=91138
https://heraldmagazine.wordpress.com/
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Congregations/congregations.htm
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/Directory/mcleader.pdf
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Contacts/email.asp
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
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Check your Spam folder! 
  
Are you still receiving our BCMC e-mail messages?  Some folks are not, and they don’t know that they are 

not!  Read on... 

  

As e-mail systems continue to try and “pre-filter” potential junk messages for you (a good thing), sometimes their 

attempts have unexpected side effects (a bad thing).  If you have NOT been receiving occasional messages from 

Brad, with a subject starting with “BCMC:”, and you USED to get them, I suspect new spam filter rules are to 

blame.  As an example, we’ve discovered that the Yahoo e-mail servers apparently started deciding that any mes-

sage with a URL (web address) included was to be considered as potential “junk”, and moved to the Junk/Spam 

folder, without notice to the receiving user.  

  

Please check your SPAM or JUNK folders occasionally (or regularly).  The rules for SPAM scanning change with-

out notice. 

  

If you find a message in these folders that should not be there (i.e. it is NOT junk), your e-mail program will typi-

cally provide you with a way to mark that message and/or sender as “safe”, preventing future messages from that 

user from being marked as junk.  Sometimes, you select the message, and press a “not junk” type of button.  Some-

times, you’ll right click on the message, and mark it “not junk” or “safe”.  Sometimes, you merely have to add your 

“safe people” to your contact list. 

  

If you find you’ve been losing messages into your Spam/Junk folders, and aren’t sure how to “fix” it, let me know 

and I’ll assist! 

  

If you are NOT on our BCMC e-mail list, please send an e-mail message to BradBryant70@gmail.com, and I’ll get 

you added! 

  

Brad Bryant, BCMC Communications  

309-706-6179 

Don’t Be Frustrated! 

 
People often get frustrated, with unanswered phone calls, e-mail messages with no response, letters 
that fail to deliver, texts that won’t deliver.  You can avoid a lot of that frustration, by ensuring that you’re 
using the 2015 BCMC Directory, rather than an older one.  You would be amazed how many people 
change addresses, phone numbers and/or e-mails during any given year. 
 
Please dispose of (shred) your 2014 and prior versions of the directory, and use only the 2015 one, so 
you have the most accurate copy available!   
  
Don’t have a 2015 Directory?  Check with your pastor.  They requested enough to meet the needs of the 
congregation! 
 
And if they don’t have enough, then they’ll know to order more for 2016, and will know to check with 
Joan about any extra needed copies that might be floating around!  
  
As always,  
         - Brad Bryant 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
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World Conference is COMING!! 

 
While it is still a year away, plans need to be made by those attending the conference for time off, travel and 

housing. Brush Creek Mission Center needs to help  facilitate those plans by electing our delegates for the 

June 4 -11, 2016, event in a timely manner.  

 

We have not yet received notification of the exact number of delegates our jurisdic-

tion will be allotted. However,  we must plan now to hold our election  at our Fall 

Mission Center Conference on Saturday, October 17, 2015, in Salem.   

 

If you would like your name to appear on the ballot, please email Joan Munter at 

jmunter@cofchrist.org  as soon as possible.  We would like to have enough time 

ahead of the conference for you to consider the names of those willing to serve in this 

capacity by publishing the list in an early fall eBridges.   

 

At the last World Conference a vote was taken to move the dates for the conference to the summer months 

so that perhaps more people could participate, especially those who are students, or those working at jobs 

which allow more freedom in the summer months.   

 

So, here’s your chance!!!  It is a wonderful opportunity to experience the “global-ness” of Community of Christ 

– a really exciting perspective!! “The Spirit of God Like a Fire IS Burning”.  Come sing those words with peo-

ple from around the world who believe just as we do that:  

Christ’s Mission is Our Mission! 

 

We desire to send a delegation that well represents us, with a variety of ages, genders, priesthood/non-

priesthood status. 

 Delegates must be:  

·         church members in good standing (D&C 125:9) 

·         with their church membership assigned within the Brush Creek Mission Center 

·         able to travel to Independence MO and stay in the area through the week of  Conference 

·         willing and able to actively participate in the various World Conference legislative sessions 

·         willing to engage in the study, discussion, listening, prayer, discernment, common consent, and 

 decision making necessary to help move the church forward toward Zion 

·         elected by the BCMC 2015 Fall Conference 

  

 

mailto:jmunter@cofchrist.org
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To help you in your planning, a “working copy” of our 2016 BCMC Calendar is included below.  
(please don’t confuse these dates with 2015!) 

 

2016 Date   Event     Location 

 

Dec 30, 2014-Jan 1 Hydration Youth Retreat  Brush Creek 

Jan 1   New Year & IHQ Holiday   

Jan 18   ML King & IHQ holiday   

Feb 10   Ash Wednesday   

Feb 15   President’s Day & IHQ holiday   

March 20  Palm Sunday   

March 24  Maundy Thursday   

March 25  Good Friday & IHQ holiday   

March 27  Easter   

April 3   President's Annual Address/interactive webcast online 

April 6   Anniversary of church founding 1830   

May 1   Graceland Graduation   Lamoni, IA 

May 8   Mother’s Day   

May 15   Pentecost   

May 30   Memorial Day & IHQ holiday   

June 4-11  World Conference & Peace Award  Independence MO 

June 12-16  Junior Camp    Brush Creek 

June 18-24  June Reunion    Brush Creek 

June 18   Father’s Day   

Jun 25-Jul 1  Senior High Camp   Brush Creek 

Jul 4   Independence Day & IHQ holiday   

July 9-15  Junior High Camp   Brush Creek 

July 16-22  July Reunion    Brush Creek 

July 23-30  Spectacular    Graceland University 

Sep 5   Labor Day & IHQ holiday   

Sep 16-18  Women's Retreat   Brush Creek 

Oct 14-16 (tentative) Graceland University Homecoming   

Oct 15   BCMC Fall Conference   Salem 

Oct 21-23(tentative) Peace Colloquy    Independence MO 

Nov 24-25  Thanksgiving & IHQ holiday   

Nov 27   First Sunday of Advent   

Dec 23-Jan 2  IHQ holiday   

Dec 30-Jan 1  Hydration Youth Retreat  Brush Creek 



Brush Creek Mission Center      

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-516-2188  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-

brushcreek-

missioncenter.org/ 

 

BCMC 2015  Dates  

 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -      We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, 

love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

 

 

June 7—11 Sun—Thurs Junior Camp 

June 13—19 Sat—Fri June Reunion 

June 20—26 Sat—Fri Senior High Camp 

June 25    SPEC Deadline 

July 5—11 Sun—Sat Junior High Camp 

July 11—17 Sat—Fri July Reunion 

July 18-25 Sat—Sat SPEC 

September 7 Monday  Labor Day 

September 18—20  Women’s Rtreat 

October 4 Sunday  President Veazey’s Address and Webcast 

October 12 Monday  Columbus Day 

October 17 Saturday BCMC Fall Conference 

November 26 Thursday Thanksgiving 

December 25 Friday  Christmas 

Dec 30—Jan 1   Hydration Youth Retreat 

 

 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/


 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

 

2015 Brush Creek Reunions 
Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ 

 

June Reunion June 13-19, 2015 
July Reunion July 11-17, 2015 

 
You are invited to share in a week of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus Christ at the 2015 Brush Creek reunions!  
Come and worship with us, learn with us, serve with us, have fun with us, and allow this reunion week to bring a 
greater and deeper understanding of how God’s Spirit brings joy into your life. 
 

June Reunion Guest Ministers 

 
Barbara Carter, 

Apostle  
Northeast USA 
Mission Field 

 
Jack Ergo 

Associate Music 
Professor, Graceland 

University  

 
Evan Manuel 
High Priest 

 
Brad Bryant 

BCMC Seventy 
Mission Initiatives 

Coordinator 
 

Every person & family is required to register…  
 
Your Reunion staff needs to know the number of attendees and ages (during camp week)  to help with housing, 
meal planning, and class materials.  Registration takes place by completing and returning the attached official 
registration form, with appropriate fees.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  Please complete ALL 
information.  If you have a question, write it in the Comments section and the Registrar will contact you by 
phone or e-mail. 
 
Once the form is completed, mail it, along with your registration fee of $25 for each person listed, to the 
Reunion Registrar. Checks may be made payable to Community of Christ.  Persons staying in air conditioned 
units or in personal trailers/RV’s will pay a utility surcharge of $35 per unit at the time you arrive on the 
campground.  If you plan to attend multiple reunions, please complete one registration form for each activity. 



Cost:  Brush Creek Reunions are supported through GENEROUS GIVING. We anticipate funds will come 
from the generosity of those who gather, as we respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the week, 
everyone will have opportunity to contribute as generous disciples, from the bounty the Lord has provided.  In 
this way, everyone will be able to come and enjoy the rich fellowship experiences because of the generosity of 
the gathered community. Come prepared to be generous! 
 
We hope to begin the week with a “first fruits offering” that will cover reunion expenses and then through 
offerings during each evening service, receive additional support for the needs of maintaining the campground.  
Pledge cards will be available. 
 

Unfolding information about each reunion will be published as it becomes available on the BCMC 
website:  http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/Events/Reunion2015/reunion.htm   
 
If your plans change:  PLEASE:  After you send in your registration materials, if your plans change 
(more people, less people, different dates, etc), PLEASE contact the registrar, so we can have time to make 
appropriate planning changes. 
 
Where is Brush Creek?  Get driving directions here:   

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Campground.htm 

If you click the map, you'll find a link to provide 
you with Directions to the camp from wherever 
you're coming from.  But generally, we’re found in 
southern Illinois, east of St. Louis 

Whether it's your first reunion, or your ninety-first, 
we look forward to gathering with you, as we come 
together in Zionic community this summer, and 
again anticipate being blessed by a wonderful 
outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

 
 
 

Brush Creek Campground 
REUNION & RETREAT RULES FOR CAMPING 

 
• Water activities:  Canoeing and swimming:  Life Guard must be on duty at the pool and 

lake for these activities. 
• Pets:  No pets in lodge.  Pets allowed only in owner’s personal RV/trailer or cabin. Pet 

must be on leash when outside of your quarters. 
• No smoking on the campgrounds. 
• Minors can not stay in a cabin, lodge, or trailer without some adult sponsor 

accompanying them at the reunion, and with appropriate parent/guardian permission. 
• Lake:  Adult supervision required when children are at the dock fishing. 
• Swimming: No swimming in the lake.  Swim in the pool only. 
• Curfew:  11:00 PM 



Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for either Reunion to: 

Donna Bryant 914 Shiloh Ave  Effingham IL 62401 309-826-3486  djonette55@gmail.com 

 

2015 Brush Creek Reunion Registration & Lodging Request Form 

Please Mark Which Reunion You Are Attending (check one only –complete 1 form for each event) 

 June 13-19:  Chris Ober, Director (Tammy Austin)  July 11-17:  Glenn Webb, Director (Lori Manker) 

Family Name _________________________________________ Home Congregation: ___________________ 

Home Address _____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________  Phone # (_______)________-____________ 

WE PLAN TO STAY:   All Week OR Only these nights: Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 

LOCATIONS:  Please rank the following locations in order of choice (1 = First Choice, 2 = Second Choice, etc.)   

Only rank those locations you would be willing to stay in for reunion. 

 Lodge Room  Campground “Motel” Unit   Personal Camper or RV  

 Cabin   the Cabin I maintain #____   Other (Specify) _______________________ 

 I will attend Reunion, but do not need accommodations 

VERY IMPORTANT:  List ALL People Attending or Staying in the above Room or Space.   

Registration fee applies to all, whether staying overnight or commuting to/from Brush Creek campground. 

All Campers under 18 MUST be accompanied by, and lodge with, an adult who will be responsible for them. 

Name What Priesthood 

Office? 
Age  

(at camp) 
Next 

Grade 
Reg Fee 

($25 ea) 
Youth 

Worker? 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
Early Payment Discount:  Deduct $5 per person if your PAYMENT is postmarked  

by May 13 for June Reunion; or June 11 for the July Reunion 
-$  

TOTAL Registration Fee Due      

Utility Fee:  A $35 per unit fee will be collected when you check in at camp, to offset the Air Conditioning costs. 

SPECIAL NEEDS: Please indicate any Special Needs for housing or meals at Reunion that we should know about 
(e.g. physical handicap, dietary, etc).  Every effort to accommodate these needs will be made when making assignments. 

 

 

Music? Do you sing, play an instrument, in a band/orchestra, etc?  

 

Comments/Questions/Offers to help with classes or reunion activities?  

 

Please complete PAGE 2 of this form too! 



Revised: January 21, 2015 

Photo & Video Release 
By attending and participating in a Brush Creek Mission Center Reunion event, I understand and agree with the 

Photo & Video Release statement published here:  http://bit.ly/BCPhoto1    

Attendee/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

During Reunion, I would like information about:  Evangelist Blessings  Baptism  

    Confirmation    Marriage   Joining the church  Learning about the church  Having my children blessed  

    Other _____________________________________________________________________________ 

In order to protect the health and safety of all campers, please print, complete and submit one copy of this 

page, for EACH family sending children to Reunion with you.  Note the importance of having their 

parents/guardians sign the form, in both spots below!   

Child’s Family Last Name: _____________________________________ 

Medical Treatment Consent  
I, the undersigned, being the parent, next of kin, or legal guardian of the child (or the children) listed on 

page 1, hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, 

camp nurse). I also guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, 

hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.), and authorize release as necessary of HIPAA Protected 

Health Information.  

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date__________________ 

 

What allergies or other medical conditions should we be aware of? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please attach a photo copy of your family Insurance Card with this Registration Form 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent  
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every 

effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. In consideration for 

being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for participation in 

this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my 

child-participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 

to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of Christ and its agents, 

officers, directors and employees from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 

negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any 

nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while 
said child is participating in the above described trip or activity.  

I/We specifically consent to ____________________________ [child(ren)’s name] participation in 

activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, 

boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I have deleted any items from the preceding list to 

which I do not give consent for participation.  

I/We certify that ________________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] has the 

necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can 
swim).  

I/We specifically do NOT want ____________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] to 

participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________________ 

http://bit.ly/BCPhoto1


Medical Treatment Consent 
I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of 

___________________________________________ hereby authorize any necessary 
medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also 
guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medial treatment. (Physician, 
hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  and authorize release as necessary of 
HIPAA Protected Health Information.  
 
Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 

The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant 
acknowledges that even though every effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free 
environment, incidents may occur. 

 In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
of the Community of Christ, for participation in this event, we (I) being 21 years of 
age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-participant, 
if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 
to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of  Christ and 
the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 
negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and 
expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the 
child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip 
or activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s 
name) participation in activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, 
including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. 
I have deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for 
participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has 
the necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is 
approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want                                   _______________ 
(child’s name) to participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo & Video Release 
 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I 
hereby give consent to and authorize the taking of photographs or video tape in which 
the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 
pictures or video, , and authorize their use for any and all official resource, use or 
purpose,  including but not limited to print, film, or electronic media and reproduction 
or digital representation on the internet/world wide web.   
 
Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release 

and consent. 
  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 
 
 

Payment: Sponsor = $              , Camper = $              , Check #s:_____ / CASH 
GENERAL INFORMATION: Camp Attending: _____________________  
Camper's Name: 
Age: Birth date: Shirt Size: Sex: Male/Female  
Grade Going into in Fall: Phone Number: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip  
Email:  Have you previously 

attended a BCMC camp? Church/Congregation: 
Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 
Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  
Work Phone:  Home  Cell    
Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: _____________________   
WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 
Name  Relationship  Phone  

Address  Cell Phone  
City  State  Zip  

MEDICAL HISTORY 
1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. (if none, so state) _________________ 
2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic     
    medical condition? (If so, please explain. (If none, so state))  
_______________________________________________________________ 
3. Does camper carry medications on person? (If none, so state) ___________ 
Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 
Purpose: _______________________________________________________  
4. Does camper require prescription medications? (If none, so state) ________ 
Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 
Purpose: _______________________________________________________ 
5. Family Physician: ____________________Phone: ____________________ 
Office: ___________ Address: _____________________________________ 
6. Health Insurance Co: ________________                     
Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________ 

Phone: ___________ 
 
Group No.: _____________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 
7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? (If "yes,"  
describe. if "no," so state)__________________________________________ 
8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other 
personal concerns that the camp staff should know about for the camp? 
_______________________________________________________________ 



 
2015 CAMP REGISTRATION FORM 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org 

 
Schedule/Registration for Summer Youth Camps  

REGISTRATION FOR ALL CAMPS STARTS AT 3:30 P.M. AND ENDS AT 5:00 P.M. 
ON THE FIRST DAY! 

CAMPS CLOSE FOR ALL CAMPS ON THE FINAL DAY AT 11:00 A.M. 
PLEASE MAIL THE FORM TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE CAMP YOU WILL BE 

ATTENDING   
PLEASE CHECK THE CAMP YOU WILL BE ATTENDING: 

Make Checks Payable to Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 
BRUSH CREEK YOUTH CAMPS 

Registration Instructions 
• The directors prefer that campers register 3 

weeks before camp. Anyone who has registered 
early will receive room preference according to 
that camp director’s discretion. Any other 
circumstances will be determined by the director. PLEASE 
READ IMPORTANT INFORMATION LETTER. 

1. Make sure to FILL OUT SHIRT SIZE: portion of the form. 
Please make clear whether it will be child or adult size.  

2. Tear this sheet in half and mail the registration/consent form to 
the director of the camp your child will be attending along with 
payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant 
information. Keep the other portion for contact info and 
instructions.  

3. Make sure to fill out the Camp Attending line of the form 
4. If you have a sponsoring congregation, please notify the Pastor 

your intent on attending youth camp. If you do not have a 
sponsoring congregation, talk to the director of the camp you 
want to attend to find out more information. 

5. Continue to fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and 
attach any other relevant information to the form. 

6. Do not forget to flip over the page and fill out the consent form. 
7. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 
8. Make checks payable to: Brush Creek Campgrounds, please 

include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 
9. Mark your calendar for the date that your child will be attending 

the youth camp. 
10. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other 

questions or important information. 

Junior Camp                 June 7 – 11, 2015            
Registration Fee $75.00               “Sunday - Thursday” 
(Grades - going into 4, 5, & 6 grades) (Suggested Ages 9 - 11)   
Director – Emily Putbrese, P.O. Box 212, Xenia, IL 62899 
                   Phone:(618) 678-4232, Email:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com 

Senior High Camp   June 20 – 26, 2015              
Registration Fee $90.00               “Saturday - Friday” 
(Grades - going into 10, 11, 12 grades & Graduated High School Seniors 
entering College) (Suggested Ages 15 –18) 
Director – Keith Rhine, 14788 Buckley Rd, Marion, IL  62959 
                    Phone (618) 997-3455, Email: keith.rhine@centralvet.net  
Junior High Camp   July 5 – 11, 2015  
Registration Fee $90.00               “Sunday - Saturday” 
(Grades - going into 7, 8, & 9 grades) (Suggested Ages 12-14)   
Director – Rhiannon & Bobby Bridgeman 
                    510 N 1st St, Fairfield, IL  62837 
                    Phone (618)599-7471, Email: rhiannonrae@ymail.com  

mailto:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com�
mailto:k.rhine@centralvet.net�
mailto:rhiannonrae@ymail.com�


 

WELCOME TO THE 2015 BRUSH CREEK 
CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 
It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to attend 
the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the majority of camp 
according to the start and end dates, you must make arrangements prior 
to the start of the camp with the director. 
 
VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable 
to register for camp, should not take the liberty to visit the camp 
unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior 
arrangements with the director. 
 
WHAT TO BRING: Each camper should bring bedding materials, 
clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and etc. to live at the campgrounds 
for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring 
old clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their 
scriptures, writing materials, and musical instruments suitable for 
worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, 
camera with film, and others items if they want to participate in those 
activities.  All items should be identified with the camper’s name. 
 
ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, 
radios, iPods, computers, or video games are not allowed at church 
camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  

Meals, canteen, and water will be 
available at appropriate times. 
 
This is a Drug Free Environment.  
Only prescribed medical prescriptions 
for the camper is allowed.  Upon arrival, 
the medicine will be given to the camp 
nurse for proper administration. 
 

CANTEEN (snacks): Junior 
Camp has canteen fees included in 
registration fees.  Other camps should 
plan on bringing $3 - $8 for each day 
for canteens breaks as desired by 
camper and parent.   
 
DRESS CODE: Wear modest 
clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual nature of the camp. Any kind of 
dress or grooming which presents a safety hazard to the individual or 
which tends to create a disturbance or disrupts the nature of the camp 
will not be allowed.  It is required that all campers wear footwear 
everywhere on the grounds.  The following clothing choices are 
considered unacceptable and campers may be asked to change clothing if 
deemed inappropriate: 

• Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal 
drugs 

• Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or 
hatred of any group or person 

• Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or 
cutoff t-shirts 

• All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-
length 

• Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy 
- Please bring modest swimming attire consistent with a church 
sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece 
bathing suit or if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt 
must be worn over your bathing suit. 

• Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 
another name for first loser"). 

 
VALUABLES - Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, 
and large amounts of money, etc. should not be brought to camp. 
Campers accept all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own 
possessions. 



Office use only: 
 
Reg. amt. pd.______ck#______date_______   Tuit. amt. pd.______ck#______date_______ 
 
           

MIDWEST CROSSROADS DELEGATION 
SPECTACULAR STAFF REGISTRATION FORM 

2015 
 
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY!!!         
 

Name_____________________________________________  Male____Female___ 
 
Priesthood Office (if applicable) ________________________ 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
The following section will help in staff sports and activity.  Please mark below those sports or activities 
that you would be willing to coach.  Please mark 1 for your first choice, 2 for your second, etc.  Mark 
those individual sports and/or activities you would be willing to coordinate. 
 
               TEAM SPORTS       INDIVIDUAL SPORTS 
______Basketball (Girls)     ______Volleyball (coed)  ______Table Tennis    ______Golf 
______Basketball (Boys)    ______Softball   ______Racquetball      ______Swimming 
______Volleyball (Girls)       ______Soccer   ______Tennis               ______Track 
______Volleyball (Boys)           ______Wrestling 
 
If you have coaching experience for any of the above, please indicate the type of experience (i.e.  four 
years as high school girls’ volleyball coach).  It is not necessary to have coaching experience to coach a 
particular sport, but this information will help assign coaches to the various player skill levels.   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Please mark which of the following activities if you would be willing to be in charge of or work on for our 
group: 
 
______Talent Show    ______Extravaganza Musical   ______Quiz Bowl  _______ Scholarships 
 
______Planning Delegation Worships   _______ Delegation Devotions 
 
 
 



Let Go(d) 
Are you ready for an experience that you will never forget?  Make plans now to attend 
SPECTACULAR 2015 on July 18-25th.   If you’ve been to Spec before, you know what an 
amazing experience it is.  If you haven’t been yet, take a chance and try something new.  I 
guarantee you will be glad you did. 
 
SPECTACULAR is a week of sports, arts, music and activities on the campus of Graceland 
University in Lamoni, Iowa.  SPEC is sponsored by the Community of Christ, and is offered for 
all youth who have just completed their freshman, sophomore, junior or senior year of high 
school.  Our delegation (Midwest Crossroads) includes Community of Christ’s four mission 
centers – Brush Creek, Chicago, Gateway and Kentucky/Indiana.   
 
Our group will be meeting in Lamoni, Iowa, on Friday, July 17th and will be spending the night 
at the Bloomington church.  We meet on Friday night because it gives us the opportunity to get 
acquainted and get our sports teams set in advance. 
 
We will move onto the campus in the early afternoon on Saturday, and get settled into the dorms.  
The boys will be housed in Gunsolley or Graybill Hall; the girls will be housed in Tess Morgan.  
There will be staff members with our delegation living in the dorms with you.  You will choose 
your roommates in the dorms.  Some of the rooms have two, three or four occupants and more if 
numbers dictate.   
 
The sports at SPEC are available at four different levels - all the way from, “I’m really good and 
I want college scouts to see me” to “I’ve never played soccer before, but I’d really like to try it”.  
There is something for everyone.  So when you sign up for the sports on your delegation 
registration form please be sure to mark your ability level so we can get you on the right team.  
You can change your choices when we meet on Friday night, so don’t worry if you change your 
mind after you submit your form. 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
There are two registration forms attached/ enclosed.  One form is the official Spec registration 
form.  The other is our delegation registration form containing the sports and activity sign-up.  
Both forms need to be completed and signed by both the camper and a parent or guardian.  Both 
forms and a copy of your health insurance card need to be returned to me no later than 
June 5, 2015.  The sports sign-up is just to give me an idea of the sports that you are interested 
in.  You don’t have to decide for sure on the sports you’ll participate in until Friday night before 
Spec. 
 
SPEC COSTS 
 
The total cost of Spectacular is $390 for the first child in a family.  This cost is a combination 
of the delegation fee of $60 and the Spectacular tuition of $330.  For additional children in a 
family and/or for a first time friend (friend that you bring who is attending with you for the first 



time), the total cost is $340.  If you miss the June 5th deadline, those costs increase to $490 and 
$440.  Staff fee is $285. 
 
Please send both forms and a check for your total fees to me (Val Brennan), 9897 Equestrian 
Way, Zionsville, IN  46077.  The forms and check must be postmarked on or before June 5, 
2015. 
 
Would you like to have your all of your costs paid for?  How about designing our delegation 
t-shirt?  The design must contain the following: 
 

- Midwest Crossroads 
- Spectacular 
- The theme, which is “Let Go(d)” 
- 2015 

 
This year we will be awarding prizes to two winners.  The top two designs will receive half off 
of their spectacular tuition.  Please see the enclosed contest form and mail or e-mail your 
design to me no later than May 24th. 
 
TRAVEL                     
 
Each Mission Center will handle its own transportation.  Contact the following person in your 
mission center for more information:  
 
 Chicago – Will Allen King – 918-694-0433 or will@willallenking.com 
 Gateway – Suzette Ryder – 573-690-5048 or suzyq82@mchsi.com 
 KY/IN – Val Brennan – 317-698-4163 or vbrennan@somersetcpas.com 
 Brush Creek – Donna Savage – 618-842-3464 or donnagreensavage@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
I am proud to be the leader of our delegation.  We have a longstanding great reputation at SPEC.  
Because of this, we will be very strict about behavior and following rules.  We are fortunate 
because our mission centers are so supportive of each of you experiencing Spec.  Let’s represent 
those mission centers with dignity, integrity, character and especially good sportsmanship.    
 
I know that each of you will help us to uphold the high standards set by those who’ve attended 
before us and continue the tradition of Midwest Crossroads on into the future. Please prepare for 
SPEC prayerfully.  You’ll be amazed at the effect that will have on every aspect of your SPEC 
experience. 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER!  
T-Shirt design entry must be postmarked or e-mailed to me no later than May 24, 2015. 

Registration forms and tuition must be postmarked no later than June 5, 2015. 
Please take ample time to fill out COMPLETELY the enclosed registration forms.  Make sure 
you have included ALL the information - shirt sizes, sign up for sports and arts, etc.   You are 
encouraged to ask friends to join you at SPEC - feel free to copy the form if you need to.   BE 
SURE TO SIGN AND HAVE YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGN FORMS. 
 



Please send your registration forms, fee and contest entries to me: 
Val Brennan 

9897 Equestrian Way 
Zionsville, IN  46077 

317-698-4163 
vbrennan@somersetcpas.com 

                     
                      Make all checks payable to Spectacular Fund! 
 
If you have more questions, feel free to call me (317-698-4163) or e-mail at 
vbrennan@somersetcpas.com.  I would love to share more about SPEC with you! 
 
  

Don't miss these great opportunities - they will be lifelong memories!! 
I CAN'T WAIT TO SEE ALL OF YOU!!!!! 

 



 
 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
 

 

2015 Brush Creek Reunions 
Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ 

 

June Reunion June 13-19, 2015 
July Reunion July 11-17, 2015 

 
You are invited to share in a week of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus Christ at the 2015 Brush Creek reunions!  
Come and worship with us, learn with us, serve with us, have fun with us, and allow this reunion week to bring a 
greater and deeper understanding of how God’s Spirit brings joy into your life. 
 
July Reunion Guest Ministers 

 
Keith McMillan 

President of Seventy 
 

 
Seth Bryant 

Missional Consultant & 
Expansion Minister  

 
Brad Bryant 

BCMC Seventy 
Mission Initiatives 

Coordinator 
 

Every person & family is required to register…  
 
Your Reunion staff needs to know the number of attendees and ages (during camp week)  to help with housing, 
meal planning, and class materials.  Registration takes place by completing and returning the attached official 
registration form, with appropriate fees.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  Please complete ALL 
information.  If you have a question, write it in the Comments section and the Registrar will contact you by 
phone or e-mail. 
 
Once the form is completed, mail it, along with your registration fee of $25 for each person listed, to the 
Reunion Registrar. Checks may be made payable to Community of Christ.  Persons staying in air conditioned 
units or in personal trailers/RV’s will pay a utility surcharge of $35 per unit at the time you arrive on the 
campground.  If you plan to attend multiple reunions, please complete one registration form for each activity. 
 



Cost:  Brush Creek Reunions are supported through GENEROUS GIVING. We anticipate funds will come 
from the generosity of those who gather, as we respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the week, 
everyone will have opportunity to contribute as generous disciples, from the bounty the Lord has provided.  In 
this way, everyone will be able to come and enjoy the rich fellowship experiences because of the generosity of 
the gathered community. Come prepared to be generous! 
 
We hope to begin the week with a “first fruits offering” that will cover reunion expenses and then through 
offerings during each evening service, receive additional support for the needs of maintaining the campground.  
Pledge cards will be available. 
 

Unfolding information about each reunion will be published as it becomes available on the BCMC 
website:  http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/Events/Reunion2015/reunion.htm   
 
If your plans change:  PLEASE:  After you send in your registration materials, if your plans change 
(more people, less people, different dates, etc), PLEASE contact the registrar, so we can have time to make 
appropriate planning changes. 
 
Where is Brush Creek?  Get driving directions here:   

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Campground.htm 

If you click the map, you'll find a link to provide 
you with Directions to the camp from wherever 
you're coming from.  But generally, we’re found in 
southern Illinois, east of St. Louis 

Whether it's your first reunion, or your ninety-first, 
we look forward to gathering with you, as we come 
together in Zionic community this summer, and 
again anticipate being blessed by a wonderful 
outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

 
 
 

Brush Creek Campground 
REUNION & RETREAT RULES FOR CAMPING 

 
• Water activities:  Canoeing and swimming:  Life Guard must be on duty at the pool and 

lake for these activities. 
• Pets:  No pets in lodge.  Pets allowed only in owner’s personal RV/trailer or cabin. Pet 

must be on leash when outside of your quarters. 
• No smoking on the campgrounds. 
• Minors can not stay in a cabin, lodge, or trailer without some adult sponsor 

accompanying them at the reunion, and with appropriate parent/guardian permission. 
• Lake:  Adult supervision required when children are at the dock fishing. 
• Swimming: No swimming in the lake.  Swim in the pool only. 
• Curfew:  11:00 PM 
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