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Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

Brush Creek Mission Center   October 26, 2013 

Conference Agenda 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Experience 

   Theme: Summoned to Follow 

   Apostle Barbara Carter, Speaker 
        

12:00 p.m.            Lunch – Bring your own     Drinks provided 

 

1:30 p.m.            Annual Business Meeting 

 

You are invited to attend the Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference at the  

Salem, IL, Community of Christ. 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting the busi-

ness of the  

Mission Center are all important aspects of our community. 

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with those who know the  

      Mission Matters Most for the Journey Ahead. 

   

The countdown has begun . . . 

 
.  .  .the time when we start making mental lists of what to take to Reunion this 

summer.  As you assemble the items necessary for a wonderful week at Brush 

Creek, don’t forget to pack your testimony.   

Don’t have one yet? 

They are available just about everywhere.  I got one yesterday at Walmart.  It was 

near the cereal aisle.  I didn’t even have to search for it; I just looked up and there 

was Paula.  Paula and I worked together before we retired – she was the school 

nurse and I taught kindergarten.  But we met long before our careers collided.  

We lived across the field that separated our back yards.  We raised our children 

together  - her three and my three.  Forty years of memories came flooding back 

as they do whenever we see each other. And, once again, I realized the impor-

tance of relationships. 

 

Consider how many lives are intertwined with yours and realize the rich testimo-

nies that are yours.  You might want to bring one or two of those to Brush Creek 

with you.  You don’t even have to wait for Reunion – you can start sharing them 

now – with friends, family, and acquaintances – even total strangers.   

 

I’ve found several at Walmart lately – a couple of days ago it was Gary and Barry; 

before that it was Pam and before that it was Rita. They are not always in the 

same aisle.  I’ve also found them at the bank and the gas station and even in the 

bleachers at my grandson’s basketball games.   

 
It’s amazing how easy they are to get.  You don’t even have to pay for them – 

they’re  FREE!   They come from relationships old and new.  You don’t have to be 

perfect to get one and they don’t have to be miraculous experiences with God. 

  

You just have to realize they are all around you! 

 

Be sure to pack yours and take it to Brush Creek! 

 

  I want to hear it!!!     

 

       -Joan 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
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The President's Address and Webcast 

Sunday, April 12 at 6:00 p.m. (CDT)  
 

The focus will be on oneness and equality in Christ (paragraphs 10–14 of the words of counsel presented to the 2013 

World Conference).  

 

An update on giving trends, budget numbers, and steps being taken to balance the budget also will be shared. 

 

Following the address, President Veazey will answer your e-mail, Twitter, and Facebook questions live. 

 

In preparation:  

Plan a gathering at your congregation or home using the Gathering Suggestions 

Prayerfully reflect on paragraphs 10–14 of the words of counsel  

http://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/Words-of-Counsel-14-April-2013.pdf  

 

Send questions before or during the live event. E-mail: AskSteveVeazey@CofChrist.org; social media: 

#AskSteveVeazey. 

All addresses will be webcast live in English, French, and Spanish.  

 

Let your voice be heard! 
  
The Health and Wholeness Team is looking for responses from each adult and teen-
ager, both church members and friends of the church.  The anonymous survey is open 
in March and April.  You can find it here: 
            
   http://www.cofchrist.org/health-and-wholeness-team 

 
Click on the blue “survey” link at the top of the right column. 
  
If you have folks without internet access, a paper copy of the survey can be printed us-
ing the next box down in the right column. 
  
 

 

http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=096a427794&e=5e2a363e48
http://cofchrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=dc38bf7221&e=5e2a363e48
http://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Documents/Words-of-Counsel-14-April-2013.pdf
mailto:AskSteveVeazey@CofChrist.org?subject=Question%20about%20paragraphs%2010-14
http://www.cofchrist.org/health-and-wholeness-team
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Child Protection Workshop in Jacksonville 
  

April 12th, 2015, Brad Bryant will conduct a Child Protection Workshop for anyone interested in at-

tending.  It will be at the church in Jacksonville on Sunday afternoon. 

  

The Jacksonville congregation invites all to worship with us on Sunday morning, Brad will bring the 

morning message at 11 am.  We will have a luncheon and then the workshop at 1:30 pm. 

  

If you need more information or directions, please call Darlene Sills 217-883-2332  or e-mail at  

darlenesills@aol.com.  

  
 

 

   Fairfield Congregation to host 3rd annual  

 

FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S DAY 

 

Theme:  "Be Still and Know that I am God"  
Psalm 46:10 

 
Saturday, April 18, 2015, at the Community of Christ Church Fairfield 
 
      9:30-10:00     Registration and Coffee   

10:00-11:00   Melissa Garrison 

11:00-12:00   Ann Schwengel 

12:00-1:00   Lunch will be provided 

1:00-1:45    Stories & Songs 

2:00-2:30     Evaluation and Dismiss 

 

For more information contact Karen Zimmerman zimm4@fairfieldwireless.net  

mailto:darlenesills@aol.com
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Brush Creek Reunions 2015 
 

Theme:  Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ 

 

Make plans now to attend one or both of our Brush Creek Reunions in 2015. 

The planning team is already meeting to lay the groundwork for two  wonderful weeks together.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reunion won’t be the same without you!!! 

 

Introducing our Guest Ministry 

 

Apostle Barbara Carter will be with us for half of our June Reunion.  Barbara is a member of the 

Council of Twelve Apostles and provides leadership for the Northeast Field which includes ten 

mission centers. 

  

Elder Jack Ergo, who was with us in 2014 at the July Reunion, will join us in June this summer.  

Jack is an Associate Professor at Graceland University and brings creativity and excitement to 

every aspect of his ministry.  

 

High Priest Evan Manuel is a retired teacher and coach from Blue Springs, MO.  Evan ministers 

in the Colonial Hills Congregation in the Central Mission Center.   
 

   

President of Seventy Keith McMillan is the Field Missionary Coordinator for the North East 

USA Mission Field. Keith has recently returned to the United States after an assignment in the Brit-

ish Isles.   

 

Elder Seth Bryant is a Missional Consultant and Expansion Minister assigned to the Western USA 

Mission Field.  Seth brings a wealth of knowledge and deep interest in church history and the Book 

of Mormon.   

 

Seventy Brad Bryant is our own BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator.  Brad facilitates our Titus 

Team Ministry and coordinates communication for our Mission Center.   Brad will join us for both 

2015 Reunions.  

June 13 – 19 2015 

Director – Chris Ober  

Assistant Director – Tammy Austin 

Guest Ministry includes: 

Barbara Carter 

Jack Ergo 

Evan Manuel 

Brad Bryant 

July 11 – 17  2015 

Director – Glenn Webb 

Assistant Director – Lori Manker 

Guest Ministry includes: 

Keith McMillan 

Seth Bryant 

Brad Bryant 
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June Reunion—Live, Love, Share 
 

Soon we will start our preparations to gather on the campgrounds for the June 

Reunion – our first family reunion of this New Year!  I can’t wait…I love to 

gather with you all – my church family, any time, any place.  Gathering has 

really been a huge part of our heritage, hasn’t it?  We may not be packing up 

the wagons for our journey, but we still pack and we travel.  And just as the 

saints of old we head out with great anticipation and excitement to renew our 

souls and friendships. 

I heard once that comments were made that God had not spoken to us as a people for a long time at reun-

ions.  I disagree.  I hear God’s voice throughout the campground in and among His people all week long.  

Perhaps it isn’t that He isn’t speaking, but that we are expecting to hear from Him in a certain way and not 

willing to accept when He speaks differently.  And then so like the disciples who walked with Jesus, we too, 

miss recognizing God. 

The reunion this year is grounded in the words of counsel presented at the 2013 World Conference by 

Prophet-President Stephen Veazey expressing his hope that “these words will serve as a pathway for those 

who sincerely seek to discover God’s will through their own experience as we continue our faith journey 

together.” 

Our overall theme Live, Love, Share…and daily themes are taken from the conclusion of the words of counsel 

“Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion.  Live, love and share as Zion: those who 

strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.” 

Apostle Barbara Carter, High Priest Evan Manuel, Associate Music Professor Jack Ergo and Seventy Brad Bry-

ant are the guest ministry for the week. Open Table Director Charlie Carter plans to spend some time with 

us as well.  Vital information will be in the registration packets that each family will receive when they check 

in with the registrar.  Please be sure to look through everything.  It is our effort to keep you well informed.  

Several class offerings are being planned and hopefully some surprises. 

If you are like me, music ministers deep within my spirit.  And I am hoping that while we are together two 

songs that are special to me will be sung.  Both songs remind me about each one of us …I Love to tell the 

Story” is my favorite because we not only will we hear the old, old stories, but also the stories of our genera-

tions as well! 

Doctrine and Covenants reminds us that God is calling for a prophetic community to emerge – to discern 

and pursue what matters most for the journey ahead.  Come; join me in singing “Come Now, You Hungry.”  

Bring your hopes, your dreams, and your gifts to share in community. 

Let’s drink the living water!   

Chris Ober    Tammy Austin 

June Reunion Director  Assistant Director 
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Coming to a  

Reunion near YOU! 
Are you so busy you don’t have time to turn around?  Do you feel that you don’t have a 

calm moment to yourself? Are there problems in your life that seem overwhelming at 

times?  ***********Good news!  Help is available! *********** Come to Brush Creek Reunion 

(June 13-19 and/or July 11-17) and experience Peace that is out of this world! Come and 

find Hope that can help you carry on in spite of your challenges. Remember… God 

loves you very much. 

-----We can’t wait to see you! 

Love, your friends in Christ,  the Titus Team for Peace 

 

 

 

TRIVIA Fundraiser  
 

The JUNE REUNION TRIVIA NIGHT will be  
Saturday evening June 13th beginning at 8:00pm.   
 
The Event is a Fundraiser for SPEC with a nominal 
fee for each team.   
 
Hopefully it will prove to be a great mixer for Saturday Night.  Competition is always fierce with 
many close scores.  The categories may again include Bible Trivia, Church History, Music, 
Sports, Geography, and such.   
 
Consider forming teams with family members, congregations or Brush Creek friends new and old.  
Having a good mix of ages and interests seems to help when it comes to answering questions.   
 
The winning team leaves with bragging rights and everything is all in fun.  Plan to attend!!!   
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The time for fun and learning more about God is almost here!! Yes, I’m speaking about this summer’s 2015 

Brush Creek Youth Camp! Get ready to experience scripture stories in Theme Class, great food and sing-

ing, playing capture the flag, the feel of the campfires blaze on your face and much, much more. Once again 

we’re going to have amazing youth camps and I for one can’t wait, as I know the rest of the staff and direc-

tors would agree. Let’s make this the best year yet! 

 

Below are the dates, directors and how to get a hold of them. You will also find in this e-Bridges this year’s 

youth camp registration form and a new addition this year, a contest to draw this year’s youth camp 

shirts!!! The winner will get their youth camp registration fee paid for. So if you’re interested checkout the 

attached contest flyer for more information. 

 

Article submitted by Andrea Collins 

 

 
 

Junior Camp   Junior High Camp Senior High Camp 

June 7th-11th July 5th-11th June 20th-26th 

Sunday-Thursday Sunday-Saturday Saturday-Friday 

Director: Emily Putbrese Director: Bob and Rhiannon Savage Director: Keith Rhine 

Box 212 510 North First Street 14788 Buckley Road 

Xenia, IL 62899 Fairfield, IL 62837 Marion, IL 62959 

(618) 678-4232 (618) 599-7471 (618) 997-3455 

 Completed 3rd—5th grade  Completed 6th—8th grade Completed 9—12th grade 

Brush Creek Youth Camp  
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Deadline approaching !!!! 
 

Brush Creek Youth Camp T-shirt Contest 
Calling all artists!!!! 

Here’s your chance to design this year’s youth camp t-shirt. 

The winner’s youth camp fee will be paid for. 
 

Design Criteria: 
Design the word “Brush Creek” in a fun and creative way 

No copyrighted images may be used (cartoon characters or product logos, etc.) 

Drawings must be black ink or sharpie on 8 1/2”x 11” white paper (regular copy 

paper or construction paper size) 

Entries may also be digital images, but can only be black and white 

Drawings must be submitted by Wednesday,  April 15th 

Fill-out the following entry form and have it signed by your parent or guardian 

 

Camper’s Name :______________________________________________  Age:___________ 

 

Youth Camp Attending:________________________________  

 

email address:____________________________ 

 

Drawing release statement: I understand my child’s drawing will not be returned and if chosen I give the 

Community of Christ and the Brush Creek Youth Camp program permission to use my child’s drawing for 

the 2015 youth camp shirts.  

    ______________________________________ 

        Parent’s Signature 

 

All entries must be submitted by Wednesday, April 15th. Designs may be emailed or mailed to: 

Andrea Collins 

204 S. Jenette Ave. 

Buckner, IL 62819 

acollins32@hotmail.com 

mailto:acollins32@hotmail.com
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SPEC Creates Lasting Memories 
 

Twenty-four years ago our area began sending campers and 

staff to Spectacular, a week-long sports, arts and leadership 

camp at Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa. Since that 

time well over $100,000 in Graceland scholarships have 

been awarded to members of our delegation as a result of 

their participation at SPEC.  

  

This investment in our young people began from phone calls being made to people in our districts (at 

that time), asking for donations to help our small delegation go to SPEC for the first time.  Out of the 

incredible generosity of a number of donors, our delegation grew to over 100. Some continue to give 

annually to this endeavor.  

  

This year, our Spec Coordinators, Donna Savage and Jonathan Smith, have given us a new opportu-

nity to donate.  In each of our congregations there are empty plastic water bottles wearing little blue 

or white shirts.  Each time a bottle is filled with dimes, the donation from our mission center in-

creases by $100.  That money pays for safe transportation to and from SPEC, as well as providing for 

other needs of the delegation.  

  

Save your dimes and help fill a bottle.  If you don’t have access to a congregation, you can still save 

dimes for this effort.  Thank you for investing in the future of our talented young people!!  

 

      -Joan Munter 

 

 

 

      SPEC   July 18—25, 2015 

 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!  Make plans now to be a part of the Midwest Crossroad Delegation 

as we attend Spectacular at Graceland University.   Spectacular is open to teens who have completed 

grades 9—12.   Watch for the Tee-Shirt Contest and Registration information.    

Continue saving those dimes and dollars.   I am asking Pastors to email me with an update on the 

DIME Collections.  If you have filled your water bottle with dimes, that money can be deposited and 

and transferred to the BCMC treasurer, Chris Ober.  Additional donations may be sent to Chris Ober 

at 1107 N. Merchant St.  Effingham, IL  62401.   

Pastors and Family members; please send me the names of those HS Students interested in SPEC.  

     

   Thanks,   donnagreensavage@yahoo.com   
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 Brush Creek Campground Update 
 
 

 Brush Creek Campground Summer season doesn’t start for a few more months, but there is ac-

tivity on the grounds.  The 2015 Spring project is to remodel to Caretaker’s house.  Cliff  and Vicki 

Chaffee are retiring as our Brush Creek Campground Caretakers as of April 30 and have moved to 

a new location in the area.  Dave McArthur, with the support of his wife, will begin their duties as 

the new caretakers in April.  It was a good time to “flip” / remodel the on-site house for the new 

owners.  A great crew of volunteers  met on Friday and Saturday, March 13 and 14.  By Saturday 

evening the caretaker’s house was completely gutted so that a new floor plan and materials 

could be installed.  People were working in the house and others were carrying by hand and us-

ing wheel barrows to haul the material to the dumpsters.  It was a wonderful day of sharing and 

loving fellowship.  After the floor was clean, Dave, his wife LaDonna, Andy Anderson, and Steve 

Cooley laid out a new floor plan.  Steve made a drawing of the interior.   Work will continue for 

several more weeks to finish the remodel.   

As of the writing of this update, the following work has been done: 

         The room wall frames are up. 

         Sheet Rock has been installed in closets and the utility room.  

         A new furnace and ductwork is in place.  

         OSB has been installed on the North exterior wall.  

         Windows have been picked up by Cliff and Larry Brown. 

         Dave is picking up tub and shower.  

 

By Monday, March 16, Andy had material delivered for starting the reconstruction work.  On 

Tuesday, March 17,  Andy went to work.  Saturday, March 21, Phil Hogue went to rough in the 

wiring.  David was there to work with Phil.  Phil and Dave will be back to work for several week-

ends.  Andy Anderson was named foreman of the remodel.   Dave McArthur started his caretaker 

duties on April 1st.   In the mean-time,  Cliff has been  working in the motel unit, starting the 

process of converting 3 rooms into classroom space.   

 

  

Thanks to a great team, the work is moving forward. Our goal is to get Dave and LaDonna moved 

in before May 1, so Dave & Cliff can focus on getting the campground ready for our 2015 youth 

camp and reunion experiences.  

 
    Dale Warren, Campground Board Chairman 
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We have asked for GOOD NEWS from our congregations, so that the entire Mission Center can share 

in the joy and blessings.  Send Joan Munter, Brad Bryant or Donna Savage news of anything you are doing 

to further the mission of Jesus Christ in your congregations.  Let’s spread the GOOD NEWS!! 

 

 

Something is happening in Cape Girardeau. 

 
Alan and I moved to Cape Girardeau a little over a year ago. Before moving here I was in contact with 

Joan about some church people moving into the Cape area and wanted to see what was available for a 

young couple moving into the area.  Joan informed me about a group in Carbondale and Marion and we 

were able to visit our members in Carbondale and had a wonderful time with them.  Joan also informed 

me that this past fall we would have some members attend the university in Cape, Southeast Missouri 

State University.  Alan and I were quite excited to focus our efforts on this area and meeting with the 

college students and college staff member!  The mission center was eager to fund our efforts and then 

also offered us the option to apply for a mission field grant, which we promptly did! (Plus when you have 

college students, getting free food is always a plus) We talked with our field mission staff and they de-

cided to support us in our mission to create a cell group here in Cape Girardeau.  

 

 Since then we have been able to meet with church members in the area that attend or work at the uni-

versity.  It has been a great honor to get to know each of them and we can't wait to meet more in the 

area.  Alan and I feel so blessed to join this mission center.  You have truly opened our hearts for us and 

we are forever grateful.  Please continue your prayers as we continue to grow here in Cape.  If you're 

ever in the area please feel free to give us a call.  We have a spare room if you need one, or we would 

be happy to take you to get some great ice cream!  If you know anyone in the area, please get in touch 

with your pastor, as they know how to get in touch with us!  We would love for all to join! 

 

        Colleen and Alan Savage 

Good News from our congregations! 

Fairfield Seminar well attended 
 

 
The Fairfield sanctuary was filled for each session of the recent Book of 

Mormon Seminar, held March 21 and 22.  Book of Mormon and Restoration 

movement testimonies were shared by a true believer and past Baptist min-

ister, Dr. Lynn Ridenhour.    Dale Warren was extremely pleased with the 

support and interest in the presentation and the chance to meet and discuss 

our faith and beliefs with Dr. Lynn and his wife Linda.   
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God has called us to a great and marvelous work.  And as a church, we are to be 

engaged in Christ’s whole mission: 
 

Invite People to Christ 

Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 

Pursue Peace on Earth 

Develop Disciples to Serve 

Experience Congregations in Mission 

 

President Stephen Veazey has shared with us that our shared vision of transformation calls us to abundant 

generosity.  Exciting opportunities can happen if funding is available – generosity enables mission.  We have 

been asked to prayerfully consider how embodying the spiritual practice of tithing has the ability to transform 

the world in ways you may never have dreamed possible. 

 

4 Ways to Support Mission 

Offertory envelopes 

Online at CofChrist.org/give 

PAT (pre-authorized transfer) 

Bequest gifts at mission  
http://www.cofchrist.org/legacy-giving  

 

Interpretation of Tithing  

(from President’s Address – Oct. 5, 2014) 

10% or more annual income before saving / spending 

Shared equally between local and world ministries 

Giving to affiliates is a priority after tithing 

As understanding of God’s grace grows with true  

capacity to give, disciples make additional tithing con-

tributions. 

 

The Call to Fulfill Mission 

 We are poised to fulfill Christ’s mission 

 Generosity allows mission to expand 

 The time to act is now 

 

 

I echo the words of our prophet-president when I 

say…may you be filled with joy as you consider the 

call to give as God gives.  It is an amazing journey so 

let us look beyond the horizon of what is and see 

what could be if we as God’s people respond to our 

true capacity.  

 

 CHRIST’S MISSION, OUR MISSION 

 

   - Chris Ober  
 

 Financial Officer/Brush Creek Mission Center 

 

 

 

BCMC Generosity Report from  Chris Ober 

Mission Around the World 

Mission is impacting people around the world 

Generosity helps move mission forward 

All five mission initiatives are integral to fulfilling 

Christ’s mission 

 

Christ’s Ministry of Invitation 

Bringing peaceable kingdom to community 

known for poverty and violence 

There are many still waiting to hear the re-

deeming gospel message 

 

Christ’s Ministry of Compassion 

Zambia congregation – fresh, clean water now 

accessible in the community 

Continue efforts to release people from condi-

tions that cause unnecessary suffering 

 

Christ’s Ministry of Justice and Peace 

World Service Corps – Peru 

Working together to build community 

Called to break down cultural, economic, and 

social barriers 

 

A Vision for Expansion 

Our mission takes us beyond current levels of 

giving 

God is urgently calling us to new ministries in 

many places 

Increases in sustainable giving make these op-

portunities a reality 

 

Financial Support for Christ’s Mission 

Tithing goal of 12M – based on realistic expec-

tations for tithing contributions 

Does not support current levels of ministries 

 

http://www.cofchrist.org/legacy-giving


 

Page 14 April 2015 

Mission Initiative Congregational Funds 
 

At our Brush Creek Mission Center Conference  (October 2014) action was taken to make 

some Affiliate Investment Pool (AIP) funds available to congregations in need of financial assis-

tance to “seed” development of innovative programs promoting the 5 mission initiatives: 
Invite People to Christ 

Pursue Peace on Earth 

Abolish Poverty/End Suffering 

Develop Disciples to Serve 

Experience Congregations in Mission 

 

Informational material has been sent out to all pastors along with application instructions.  We look forward to seeing 

the Mission of Jesus expanded in our congregations through the use of these funds and to hear testimonies of changing 

lives and communities! 

 

Chris Ober 

Brush Creek Mission Center Financial Officer 

Calling for Volunteers 

 
BCMC Aaronic Ministers,  

The Pursue Peace Titus Team is making plans to host the ‘Prayer for Peace’ experience at our upcoming 

BCMC June and July Reunions, probably (at least) during the evening worship service.  We would like to in-

vite several volunteers from the Aaronic Priesthood, to participate with others on a team, to help bring this 

short, but meaningful ministry to our gathered reunion congregation. 

If you would plan to attend reunion, and would be willing to serve in this way, for either or both reunions, 

OR if you have questions, please REPLY to this message BEFORE March 20.  Your response will be directed 

to the Titus Peace team members. 

 

    Brad Bryant:  bradbryant70@gmail.com  
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The MINISTRY of Music by Donna Savage 

 
The Spirit of God like a fire is burning; the latter-day glory begins to come forth; the visions 

and blessings of old are returning; the angels are coming to visit the earth. 

Many of us know by heart the first line from this restoration hymn.  At the recent Book of 

Mormon Seminar held in Fairfield it was used as the opening hymn for the main Sunday ser-

vice.  It is an important hymn in the restoration movement.  It is hard to explain in words 

what it feels like to witness "the Spirit of God like a fire"  A fire radiates heat and warmth 

and energy.  That energy often cannot be seen but can be felt. 

 

Following the opening hymn of the Sunday service  was a prayer and a scripture.  We were then blessed with minis-

try of music by Joan Munter.  Joan chose a new hymn from the Community of Christ Sings hymnal; hymn #560, "How 

Many Times We Start Again".    I know that in preparation, Joan always prays that the Spirit will use her ministry.  It 

was in the final cords of the first verse that a beautiful Spirit descended on the congregation.  The energy of that 

Spirit hovered over the congregation like an invisible cloud.  The Spirit transcended the lovely yet unfamiliar tune 

and words.  Following the song, Dale Warren intended to introduce the speaker.  Dale was also visibly aware of the 

Spirit as it moved among the congregation and was at a loss for words.  Guest speaker, Lynn Ridenhour also ap-

proached the pulpit with a humble manner as he began his message and testimony as to the divine nature of the res-

toration movement. 

 

Lynn Ridenhour offered a unique perspective as one who was raised as a boy in the Baptist Church, worked at  Jerry 

Falwell's college, and has also been active with Pentecostal groups on his spiritual path.   Lynn has witnessed many 

miracles and believes that God is still moving in miraculous ways today.  As the verse says; "the visions and blessings 

of old are returning; the angels are coming to visit the earth".    Lynn uses Old and New Testament verses to sup-

port the message of Joseph Smith and the teachings of the Book of Mormon.    Lynn offered a powerful testimony 

that the restoration movement and the unfolding of the Book of Mormon are both modern-day examples of the 

miracles and visions of old returning. 

 

Sometimes in this modern society it is easier to dismiss the things that cannot be explained.  It seems acceptable  to 

question those miracles when clouded by controversy and division.  As the first line of the new hymn says; "How 

many times we start again on faith's unwinding way; we want, O Lord, to settle in, to build a home and stay, but then 

a dream, a voice, a light disturbs our peace and rest and set before our straining sight new stages on our quest”.    I 

firmly believe in the mission of our church.  I also still believe in a prophetic movement led by the Spirit. 

 

As CCS Hymn # 560 continues; 

“Before we go, we look around, surveying where we are.  Some ask, why leave familiar ground for somewhere 

strange and far? We know from all our starting out each journey has its cost: that sometimes faith gives way to 

doubt, and sometimes we get lost. 

But greater than the cost we find is our expanded view of what it means with heart and mind to trust and follow 

you:  we hear a music never heard, a different light descends, and meeting strangers we are stirred to welcome them 

as friends. 

With eager hope we now depart the places that we know to travel regions in your heart where you would have us 

go.  In you we live and move and dwell.  As close as breath and prayer, you are our home: Emmanuel, God with us 

everywhere”.       -Donna Savage 
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A couple of Requests 

 
1.    If you have borrowed any equipment, especially pots, pans, etc. from the Brush 

Creek Dining Hall, in months past, please return those items as soon as practical, but 

before May 1.  Camping season is fast approaching, and as we’ve been looking over the 

kitchen, there are a number of items that should be there, but are no longer present.  We 

assume they’ve been innocently borrowed, but we really need them to get back to camp 

before our 2015 Camping season begins.  But please don’t limit this request to merely 

‘pots & pans’.  If you’ve borrowed tables, chairs, or anything else from the campground, 

please get it returned soon!  And as you get opportunity, please look around your garage, 

the church kitchen, and other places where that type of “Brush Creek” equipment might 

be stacked or stored! 

2.    Chris Ober, June Reunion director, is looking for volunteers to help at the June Re-

union with the Audio/Visual booth, and/or live broadcasting of our worship ser-

vices.  If you plan to attend June reunion, and you’d like to be involved in either of these 

opportunities, please REPLY to this message to let Chris know!  Experience helpful, but 

not required! 

  

Illinois Food Handler Certificate Requirement 
  

Food Handlers Certification 

According to information obtained from Wayne County Health Department’s CEO, Brush 

Creek campgrounds’ kitchen volunteers are not required by the State of Illinois to become 

certified Food Handlers.  According the online FAQ (frequently asked questions) relating to 

food handler training in Illinois; unpaid volunteers and churches holding temporary events are 

exempt from the Act requiring food handler certification. 

However, although not required, it is recommended by the Health Department that anyone 

interested in working in the kitchen become certified to learn specifics about safely preparing 

and handling food.  Food handler training courses can be found online, if interested.  A Food 

Handlers certificate, once earned, is good for three years. 

The head cook at our camps and reunions is required by law to have an Illinois Food Service 

Sanitation Manager Certificate.  And it is now recommended by Wayne County Health De-

partment that the person in charge of the canteen during our family reunions have the same 

certification as required by the head cook. 
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Community of Christ Study and Faith Scholarship 
 

Ask any in our mission center who are Graceland alumni (and there are 

MANY!) how they would have liked a 50% reduction in tuition, just be-

cause they were members of our amazing church commu-

nity.  WOW!!!  What an opportunity!!  

  

I wouldn’t trade anything for my Graceland experience – and NOW it is even easier to attend this won-

derful university.  Lucky you, if you are graduating from high school and are wondering where to continue 

your education.  Graceland is no longer out of reach financially.  Be sure to consider this opportunity – 

don’t miss a chance of a lifetime.  

       Joan 

 

This scholarship is available to Graceland University Lamoni campus students who: are members of Com-

munity of Christ, enrolled full time, and make satisfactory academic progress as outlined in the Graceland 

University catalog.  This scholarship is a commitment from the university that all members of Community 

of Christ will receive total institutional aid at a minimum of 50 percent cost of tuition for up to four years 

of full-time enrollment. Community of Christ membership is defined by a Member designation in the 

World Church database. 

 

http://www.graceland.edu/financial-aid/graceland-faith-based-aid.cfm 

 

 

  
 Interested in advancing your education at Graceland? 

  
If you are a school educator you may want to explore these M.Ed emphases: 

Mild/Moderate Special Education Curriculum and Instruction in a Quality Classroom 

Technology Integration   Differentiated Instruction 

 Management in a Quality Classroom  Literacy Instruction 

  

For non-school personnel, we offer an M.Ed in Instructional Leadership.  

  

Our programs are online, highly accredited and some of the very best in the country. 

In fact, our Master of Education Program is rated #11  in the country  

by U.S. News and World Report! 

  

For information, please call or e-mail Jeanette Calipetro at 816-423-4715 or 

jcali1@graceland.edu. Drew Schaefer <dschaefe@graceland.edu> 

mailto:jcali1@graceland.edu
mailto:dschaefe@graceland.edu


March 24, 2015 

 

Dear Brush Creek Friends, 

 

 It hardly seems like I’ve been in the field for 3 ½ years as your Field 

Apostolic Assistant!  We have shared in Reunion, Women’s Retreat, Mission 

Center Conferences, and other events.  We’ve eaten together, worshipped together, prayed together, 

conferred together, played together, and laughed (and laughed some more).  You’ve welcomed me into 

your homes and your conversations.  I am so grateful!  The people of Brush Creek have taught me 

something about faithfulness and discipleship and heritage and welcome.  I won’t forget. 

 

Now, I find myself moving on to the next adventure:  I’ve accepted the position as Director of Finance for 

the church.  If you’re asking yourself why you’ve never heard of this position before, it’s because it’s new!  

It incorporates the old Controller position (formerly occupied by Dave Brown, who retired in April 2013 

and has been serving as part-time consultant since then) and adds a change in focus.  It works with three 

teams:  the PB (Presiding Bishopric) Executive Team, the Directors Team (made up of all the directors at 

IHQ), and the Fiscal Services Team (that’s the equivalent of the accounting department.)  

Given our challenging financial times, this looks to be a demanding calling.  Know that just like my previ-

ous positions in the church, I see this job as a ministry whose focus is making possible the building of 

Zion and sharing of Christ’s mission throughout our hurting world.  Working toward the church’s financial 

sustainability means working toward sustainable mission in Christ’s name and image.   

 

This also means a move for my husband and me to the Independence, Missouri area.  I hope we’ll still 

get to see each other, because I’m not ready to give up my friendships in Brush Creek!  So please keep 

in touch when you visit Independence, and remember that my email’s always open.  In closing, I share 

these words of gratitude and blessing: 

 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given 

you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowl-

edge of every kind—just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—

so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Je-

sus Christ.  He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of 

his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. – 1 Corinthians 1:4-9 

 

Justice and joy, 

Michele 

Michele McGrath mmcgrath@cofchrist.org  
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Dear Friends of the Brush Creek Mission Center, 

 

Greetings! My name is Keith McMillan and I have been assigned to the Northeast USA Field as 

President of Seventy and the Field Missionary Coordinator. I am still finding my way around the 

field and was recently scheduled to meet with some of you as we continue to explore a draft model 

for the United States to express and deliver the mission of Jesus Christ. But alas, the weather had 

other plans and we had to conduct our meeting via the Internet. So I am still looking to meet many of 

you and maybe the next time to do that will be this summer at the Brush Creek Reunion! 

 

It might be helpful for me to share with you just a part of my journey with the Community of Christ. 

I was born and raised into the Community of Christ (RLDS) in San Antonio, TX. My dad was pastor 

of the congregation that we built for some 30 years. I remember when I finally turned 8 years old-I 

was so excited to be baptized! In fact, when the day came my father was already in the baptismal font 

and I came running in from the side dressing room and did a cannon ball into the water! I was that 

excited. And though my dad was not as happy that morning, that day would come to be one of the 

best decisions I ever made! Though I have not always been as faithful to that covenant as I would 

have wished, God indeed was faithful without exception. 

 

I left Texas and attended Graceland College receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree in Accounting and 

Economics. I graduated in 1987 and began working for a large printing company in the Kansas City 

area. I was in sales for that company for 15 years until I left to teach high school in Independence for 

a short time. While teaching I started my own printing company and was famous for printing the 

Kansas City Plaza Banners for over 20 years. When I was asked to work for the Community of Christ, 

I originally said thank you but no thanks. It was almost 2 years of constant prodding by the HR de-

partment and the Holy Spirit before I accepted. At the time, I was also the youth pastor for a won-

derful congregation in the Independence area and served as Pastor as well. I finally accepted the po-

sition of Missionary Coordinator for the Central Mission Center in 2007.   

 

I served as the Missionary Coordinator for over a year until I was asked to move to the East Coast 

USA and serve as Mission Center president for the Mid-Atlantic mission center. After much prayer 

and sleepless nights, I left the Independence area where I had lived for over 20 years and had so 

many friends and family. It was indeed a leap of faith that served me well. I loved living in the Dela-

ware River valley area near the Deer Park campground for almost 4 years. I met many friends and 

loved ones there and was happy to be leading some amazing disciples in reaching out to people long-

ing for a relationship with God. 

 

Greetings! From  Keith McMillan,   
   

  President of Seventy,  

  North East  USAMission Field  
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Greetings! From  Keith McMillan, continued 
 
I settled in nicely there and felt like we were accomplishing so amazing things when 

God interrupted that journey again. I was again led by a wonderful spiritual experience 

to venture out in faith. I accepted a call to serve as the President of Seventy for the 

Eurasian Field and Missionary Coordinator. I was asked to move again this time to 

London, England and serve the British Isles, Western Europe, Russia and Ukraine. 

 

One of the real joys of that experience was a call to baptize a seeker in Madrid, Spain. While I went to 

baptize one man, I recognized the call to establish a church presence in the Kingdom of Spain. After al-

most 2 years of travel, meeting people and networking, I am pleased to tell you that we have a congrega-

tion in Madrid of almost 50-70 people meeting several times a week and another exploratory congrega-

tion in Barcelona and a presence in Rota in southern Spain. 

 

I have been continually amazed at what God can accomplish with faithfully dedicated people. I am hon-

ored to be serving the Brush Creek Mission Center and welcome your comments and phone calls! Please 

feel free to contact me at: 

 

kmcmillan@CofChrist.org  1-816-456-3001 

 

I look forward to meeting each and every one of you and sharing in many more amazing experiences as 

we faithful respond to the opportunities that are in your schools, neighborhoods, and communities! 

 

     Sincerely, 

     Keith McMillan 

Next Peace Award at 2016 Conference 
 

The next Community of Christ International Peace Award will be presented at the 2016 World Con-

ference to be held June 4–11. We believe the World Conference provides a larger and more interna-

tionally diverse assembly to participate in the presentation of this significant award and to hear the re-

marks of the recipient. Because we are integrating the International Peace Award and related activities 

into the 2016 World Conference, there will not be a Peace Colloquy in 2015. We look forward to 

sharing a memorable and inspiring 2016 World Conference with all delegates and attendees.  

 

       The First Presidency 

mailto:kmcmillan@cofchrist.org
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     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-

brushcreek-

missioncenter.org/ 

 

BCMC 2015  Dates  

 

BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER  -      We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  joy, hope, 

love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

 

April 12  Sunday  Youth Worker Training, Jacksonville   

April 12  Sunday 6pm Live webcast with President Veazey  

April 17-19  Fri—Sun African American Ministries Retreat, Nauvoo IL 

April 18  Saturday Faithful Christian Women's Day, Fairfield IL  

May 10  Sunday  Mother's Day  

May 24  Sunday  Pentecost  

May 25  Monday  Memorial Day Holiday, IHQ offices closed  

June 7—11 Sun—Thurs Junior Camp 

June 13—19 Sat—Fri June Reunion 

June 20—26 Sat—Fri Senior High Camp 

July 5—11 Sun—Sat Junior High Camp 

July 11—17 Sat—Fri July Reunion 

July 18-25 Sat—Sat SPEC 

September 7 Monday  Labor Day 

September 18—20  Women’s Rtreat 

October 4 Sunday  President Veazey’s Address and Webcast 

October 12 Monday  Columbus Day 

October 17 Saturday BCMC Fall Conference 

November 26 Thursday Thanksgiving 

December 25 Friday  Christmas 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
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Medical Treatment Consent 
I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of 

___________________________________________ hereby authorize any necessary 
medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also 
guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medial treatment. (Physician, 
hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  and authorize release as necessary of 
HIPAA Protected Health Information.  
 
Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 

The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant 
acknowledges that even though every effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free 
environment, incidents may occur. 

 In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
of the Community of Christ, for participation in this event, we (I) being 21 years of 
age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-participant, 
if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 
to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of  Christ and 
the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 
negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and 
expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the 
child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip 
or activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s 
name) participation in activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, 
including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. 
I have deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for 
participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has 
the necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is 
approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want                                   _______________ 
(child’s name) to participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo & Video Release 
 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I 
hereby give consent to and authorize the taking of photographs or video tape in which 
the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 
pictures or video, , and authorize their use for any and all official resource, use or 
purpose,  including but not limited to print, film, or electronic media and reproduction 
or digital representation on the internet/world wide web.   
 
Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release 

and consent. 
  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 
 
 

Payment: Sponsor = $              , Camper = $              , Check #s:_____ / CASH 
GENERAL INFORMATION: Camp Attending: _____________________  
Camper's Name: 
Age: Birth date: Shirt Size: Sex: Male/Female  
Grade Going into in Fall: Phone Number: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip  
Email:  Have you previously 

attended a BCMC camp? Church/Congregation: 
Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 
Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  
Work Phone:  Home  Cell    
Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: _____________________   
WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 
Name  Relationship  Phone  

Address  Cell Phone  
City  State  Zip  

MEDICAL HISTORY 
1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. (if none, so state) _________________ 
2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic     
    medical condition? (If so, please explain. (If none, so state))  
_______________________________________________________________ 
3. Does camper carry medications on person? (If none, so state) ___________ 
Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 
Purpose: _______________________________________________________  
4. Does camper require prescription medications? (If none, so state) ________ 
Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 
Purpose: _______________________________________________________ 
5. Family Physician: ____________________Phone: ____________________ 
Office: ___________ Address: _____________________________________ 
6. Health Insurance Co: ________________                     
Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________ 

Phone: ___________ 
 
Group No.: _____________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 
7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? (If "yes,"  
describe. if "no," so state)__________________________________________ 
8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other 
personal concerns that the camp staff should know about for the camp? 
_______________________________________________________________ 



 
2015 CAMP REGISTRATION FORM 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org 

 
Schedule/Registration for Summer Youth Camps  

REGISTRATION FOR ALL CAMPS STARTS AT 3:30 P.M. AND ENDS AT 5:00 P.M. 
ON THE FIRST DAY! 

CAMPS CLOSE FOR ALL CAMPS ON THE FINAL DAY AT 11:00 A.M. 
PLEASE MAIL THE FORM TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE CAMP YOU WILL BE 

ATTENDING   
PLEASE CHECK THE CAMP YOU WILL BE ATTENDING: 

Make Checks Payable to Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 
BRUSH CREEK YOUTH CAMPS 

Registration Instructions 
• The directors prefer that campers register 3 

weeks before camp. Anyone who has registered 
early will receive room preference according to 
that camp director’s discretion. Any other 
circumstances will be determined by the director. PLEASE 
READ IMPORTANT INFORMATION LETTER. 

1. Make sure to FILL OUT SHIRT SIZE: portion of the form. 
Please make clear whether it will be child or adult size.  

2. Tear this sheet in half and mail the registration/consent form to 
the director of the camp your child will be attending along with 
payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant 
information. Keep the other portion for contact info and 
instructions.  

3. Make sure to fill out the Camp Attending line of the form 
4. If you have a sponsoring congregation, please notify the Pastor 

your intent on attending youth camp. If you do not have a 
sponsoring congregation, talk to the director of the camp you 
want to attend to find out more information. 

5. Continue to fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and 
attach any other relevant information to the form. 

6. Do not forget to flip over the page and fill out the consent form. 
7. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 
8. Make checks payable to: Brush Creek Campgrounds, please 

include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 
9. Mark your calendar for the date that your child will be attending 

the youth camp. 
10. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other 

questions or important information. 

Junior Camp                 June 7 – 11, 2015            
Registration Fee $75.00               “Sunday - Thursday” 
(Grades - going into 4, 5, & 6 grades) (Suggested Ages 9 - 11)   
Director – Emily Putbrese, P.O. Box 212, Xenia, IL 62899 
                   Phone:(618) 678-4232, Email:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com 

Senior High Camp   June 20 – 26, 2015              
Registration Fee $90.00               “Saturday - Friday” 
(Grades - going into 10, 11, 12 grades & Graduated High School Seniors 
entering College) (Suggested Ages 15 –18) 
Director – Keith Rhine, 14788 Buckley Rd, Marion, IL  62959 
                    Phone (618) 997-3455, Email: keith.rhine@centralvet.net  
Junior High Camp   July 5 – 11, 2015  
Registration Fee $90.00               “Sunday - Saturday” 
(Grades - going into 7, 8, & 9 grades) (Suggested Ages 12-14)   
Director – Rhiannon & Bobby Bridgeman 
                    510 N 1st St, Fairfield, IL  62837 
                    Phone (618)599-7471, Email: rhiannonrae@ymail.com  

mailto:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com�
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WELCOME TO THE 2015 BRUSH CREEK 
CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 
It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to attend 
the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the majority of camp 
according to the start and end dates, you must make arrangements prior 
to the start of the camp with the director. 
 
VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable 
to register for camp, should not take the liberty to visit the camp 
unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior 
arrangements with the director. 
 
WHAT TO BRING: Each camper should bring bedding materials, 
clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and etc. to live at the campgrounds 
for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring 
old clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their 
scriptures, writing materials, and musical instruments suitable for 
worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, 
camera with film, and others items if they want to participate in those 
activities.  All items should be identified with the camper’s name. 
 
ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, 
radios, iPods, computers, or video games are not allowed at church 
camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  

Meals, canteen, and water will be 
available at appropriate times. 
 
This is a Drug Free Environment.  
Only prescribed medical prescriptions 
for the camper is allowed.  Upon arrival, 
the medicine will be given to the camp 
nurse for proper administration. 
 

CANTEEN (snacks): Junior 
Camp has canteen fees included in 
registration fees.  Other camps should 
plan on bringing $3 - $8 for each day 
for canteens breaks as desired by 
camper and parent.   
 
DRESS CODE: Wear modest 
clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual nature of the camp. Any kind of 
dress or grooming which presents a safety hazard to the individual or 
which tends to create a disturbance or disrupts the nature of the camp 
will not be allowed.  It is required that all campers wear footwear 
everywhere on the grounds.  The following clothing choices are 
considered unacceptable and campers may be asked to change clothing if 
deemed inappropriate: 

• Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal 
drugs 

• Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or 
hatred of any group or person 

• Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or 
cutoff t-shirts 

• All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-
length 

• Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy 
- Please bring modest swimming attire consistent with a church 
sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece 
bathing suit or if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt 
must be worn over your bathing suit. 

• Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 
another name for first loser"). 

 
VALUABLES - Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, 
and large amounts of money, etc. should not be brought to camp. 
Campers accept all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own 
possessions. 



 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

 

2015 Brush Creek Reunions 
Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ 

 

June Reunion June 13-19, 2015 
July Reunion July 11-17, 2015 

 
You are invited to share in a week of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus Christ at the 2015 Brush Creek reunions!  
Come and worship with us, learn with us, serve with us, have fun with us, and allow this reunion week to bring a 
greater and deeper understanding of how God’s Spirit brings joy into your life. 
 

June Reunion Guest Ministers 

 
Barbara Carter, 

Apostle  
Northeast USA 
Mission Field 

 
Jack Ergo 

Associate Music 
Professor, Graceland 

University  

 
Evan Manuel 
High Priest 

 
Brad Bryant 

BCMC Seventy 
Mission Initiatives 

Coordinator 
 

Every person & family is required to register…  
 
Your Reunion staff needs to know the number of attendees and ages (during camp week)  to help with housing, 
meal planning, and class materials.  Registration takes place by completing and returning the attached official 
registration form, with appropriate fees.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  Please complete ALL 
information.  If you have a question, write it in the Comments section and the Registrar will contact you by 
phone or e-mail. 
 
Once the form is completed, mail it, along with your registration fee of $25 for each person listed, to the 
Reunion Registrar. Checks may be made payable to Community of Christ.  Persons staying in air conditioned 
units or in personal trailers/RV’s will pay a utility surcharge of $35 per unit at the time you arrive on the 
campground.  If you plan to attend multiple reunions, please complete one registration form for each activity. 



Cost:  Brush Creek Reunions are supported through GENEROUS GIVING. We anticipate funds will come 
from the generosity of those who gather, as we respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the week, 
everyone will have opportunity to contribute as generous disciples, from the bounty the Lord has provided.  In 
this way, everyone will be able to come and enjoy the rich fellowship experiences because of the generosity of 
the gathered community. Come prepared to be generous! 
 
We hope to begin the week with a “first fruits offering” that will cover reunion expenses and then through 
offerings during each evening service, receive additional support for the needs of maintaining the campground.  
Pledge cards will be available. 
 

Unfolding information about each reunion will be published as it becomes available on the BCMC 
website:  http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/Events/Reunion2015/reunion.htm   
 
If your plans change:  PLEASE:  After you send in your registration materials, if your plans change 
(more people, less people, different dates, etc), PLEASE contact the registrar, so we can have time to make 
appropriate planning changes. 
 
Where is Brush Creek?  Get driving directions here:   

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Campground.htm 

If you click the map, you'll find a link to provide 
you with Directions to the camp from wherever 
you're coming from.  But generally, we’re found in 
southern Illinois, east of St. Louis 

Whether it's your first reunion, or your ninety-first, 
we look forward to gathering with you, as we come 
together in Zionic community this summer, and 
again anticipate being blessed by a wonderful 
outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

 
 
 

Brush Creek Campground 
REUNION & RETREAT RULES FOR CAMPING 

 
• Water activities:  Canoeing and swimming:  Life Guard must be on duty at the pool and 

lake for these activities. 
• Pets:  No pets in lodge.  Pets allowed only in owner’s personal RV/trailer or cabin. Pet 

must be on leash when outside of your quarters. 
• No smoking on the campgrounds. 
• Minors can not stay in a cabin, lodge, or trailer without some adult sponsor 

accompanying them at the reunion, and with appropriate parent/guardian permission. 
• Lake:  Adult supervision required when children are at the dock fishing. 
• Swimming: No swimming in the lake.  Swim in the pool only. 
• Curfew:  11:00 PM 



 
 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
 

 

2015 Brush Creek Reunions 
Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ 

 

June Reunion June 13-19, 2015 
July Reunion July 11-17, 2015 

 
You are invited to share in a week of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus Christ at the 2015 Brush Creek reunions!  
Come and worship with us, learn with us, serve with us, have fun with us, and allow this reunion week to bring a 
greater and deeper understanding of how God’s Spirit brings joy into your life. 
 
July Reunion Guest Ministers 

 
Keith McMillan 

President of Seventy 
 

 
Seth Bryant 

Missional Consultant & 
Expansion Minister  

 
Brad Bryant 

BCMC Seventy 
Mission Initiatives 

Coordinator 
 

Every person & family is required to register…  
 
Your Reunion staff needs to know the number of attendees and ages (during camp week)  to help with housing, 
meal planning, and class materials.  Registration takes place by completing and returning the attached official 
registration form, with appropriate fees.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  Please complete ALL 
information.  If you have a question, write it in the Comments section and the Registrar will contact you by 
phone or e-mail. 
 
Once the form is completed, mail it, along with your registration fee of $25 for each person listed, to the 
Reunion Registrar. Checks may be made payable to Community of Christ.  Persons staying in air conditioned 
units or in personal trailers/RV’s will pay a utility surcharge of $35 per unit at the time you arrive on the 
campground.  If you plan to attend multiple reunions, please complete one registration form for each activity. 
 



Cost:  Brush Creek Reunions are supported through GENEROUS GIVING. We anticipate funds will come 
from the generosity of those who gather, as we respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the week, 
everyone will have opportunity to contribute as generous disciples, from the bounty the Lord has provided.  In 
this way, everyone will be able to come and enjoy the rich fellowship experiences because of the generosity of 
the gathered community. Come prepared to be generous! 
 
We hope to begin the week with a “first fruits offering” that will cover reunion expenses and then through 
offerings during each evening service, receive additional support for the needs of maintaining the campground.  
Pledge cards will be available. 
 

Unfolding information about each reunion will be published as it becomes available on the BCMC 
website:  http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/Events/Reunion2015/reunion.htm   
 
If your plans change:  PLEASE:  After you send in your registration materials, if your plans change 
(more people, less people, different dates, etc), PLEASE contact the registrar, so we can have time to make 
appropriate planning changes. 
 
Where is Brush Creek?  Get driving directions here:   

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Campground.htm 

If you click the map, you'll find a link to provide 
you with Directions to the camp from wherever 
you're coming from.  But generally, we’re found in 
southern Illinois, east of St. Louis 

Whether it's your first reunion, or your ninety-first, 
we look forward to gathering with you, as we come 
together in Zionic community this summer, and 
again anticipate being blessed by a wonderful 
outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

 
 
 

Brush Creek Campground 
REUNION & RETREAT RULES FOR CAMPING 

 
• Water activities:  Canoeing and swimming:  Life Guard must be on duty at the pool and 

lake for these activities. 
• Pets:  No pets in lodge.  Pets allowed only in owner’s personal RV/trailer or cabin. Pet 

must be on leash when outside of your quarters. 
• No smoking on the campgrounds. 
• Minors can not stay in a cabin, lodge, or trailer without some adult sponsor 

accompanying them at the reunion, and with appropriate parent/guardian permission. 
• Lake:  Adult supervision required when children are at the dock fishing. 
• Swimming: No swimming in the lake.  Swim in the pool only. 
• Curfew:  11:00 PM 



Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for either Reunion to: 

Donna Bryant 914 Shiloh Ave  Effingham IL 62401 309-826-3486  djonette55@gmail.com 

 

2015 Brush Creek Reunion Registration & Lodging Request Form 

Please Mark Which Reunion You Are Attending (check one only –complete 1 form for each event) 

 June 13-19:  Chris Ober, Director (Tammy Austin)  July 11-17:  Glenn Webb, Director (Lori Manker) 

Family Name _________________________________________ Home Congregation: ___________________ 

Home Address _____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________  Phone # (_______)________-____________ 

WE PLAN TO STAY:   All Week OR Only these nights: Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu 

LOCATIONS:  Please rank the following locations in order of choice (1 = First Choice, 2 = Second Choice, etc.)   

Only rank those locations you would be willing to stay in for reunion. 

 Lodge Room  Campground “Motel” Unit   Personal Camper or RV  

 Cabin   the Cabin I maintain #____   Other (Specify) _______________________ 

 I will attend Reunion, but do not need accommodations 

VERY IMPORTANT:  List ALL People Attending or Staying in the above Room or Space.   

Registration fee applies to all, whether staying overnight or commuting to/from Brush Creek campground. 

All Campers under 18 MUST be accompanied by, and lodge with, an adult who will be responsible for them. 

Name What Priesthood 

Office? 
Age  

(at camp) 
Next 

Grade 
Reg Fee 

($25 ea) 
Youth 

Worker? 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
Early Payment Discount:  Deduct $5 per person if your PAYMENT is postmarked  

by May 13 for June Reunion; or June 11 for the July Reunion 
-$  

TOTAL Registration Fee Due      

Utility Fee:  A $35 per unit fee will be collected when you check in at camp, to offset the Air Conditioning costs. 

SPECIAL NEEDS: Please indicate any Special Needs for housing or meals at Reunion that we should know about 
(e.g. physical handicap, dietary, etc).  Every effort to accommodate these needs will be made when making assignments. 

 

 

Music? Do you sing, play an instrument, in a band/orchestra, etc?  

 

Comments/Questions/Offers to help with classes or reunion activities?  

 

Please complete PAGE 2 of this form too! 



Revised: January 21, 2015 

Photo & Video Release 
By attending and participating in a Brush Creek Mission Center Reunion event, I understand and agree with the 

Photo & Video Release statement published here:  http://bit.ly/BCPhoto1    

Attendee/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

During Reunion, I would like information about:  Evangelist Blessings  Baptism  

    Confirmation    Marriage   Joining the church  Learning about the church  Having my children blessed  

    Other _____________________________________________________________________________ 

In order to protect the health and safety of all campers, please print, complete and submit one copy of this 

page, for EACH family sending children to Reunion with you.  Note the importance of having their 

parents/guardians sign the form, in both spots below!   

Child’s Family Last Name: _____________________________________ 

Medical Treatment Consent  
I, the undersigned, being the parent, next of kin, or legal guardian of the child (or the children) listed on 

page 1, hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, 

camp nurse). I also guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, 

hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.), and authorize release as necessary of HIPAA Protected 

Health Information.  

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date__________________ 

 

What allergies or other medical conditions should we be aware of? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please attach a photo copy of your family Insurance Card with this Registration Form 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent  
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every 

effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. In consideration for 

being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for participation in 

this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my 

child-participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 

to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of Christ and its agents, 

officers, directors and employees from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 

negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any 

nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while 
said child is participating in the above described trip or activity.  

I/We specifically consent to ____________________________ [child(ren)’s name] participation in 

activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, 

boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I have deleted any items from the preceding list to 

which I do not give consent for participation.  

I/We certify that ________________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] has the 

necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can 
swim).  

I/We specifically do NOT want ____________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] to 

participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________________ 

http://bit.ly/BCPhoto1
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