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Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 
Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

 
A wonderful children’s book, Old Turtle and the Broken Truth, written by 

Douglas Wood with watercolor illustrations by Jon J. Muth, tells an imaginary 

story of how the world came to be so fragmented when it is meant to be whole 

and how we might put it back together again.  

In a far-away land that “is somehow not so far away,” one night a truth falls 

from the stars. And as it falls, it breaks into two pieces—one piece blazes off 

through the sky and the other falls straight to the ground. One day a man 

stumbles upon the gravity-drawn truth and finds carved on it the words, “You 

are loved.” It makes him feel good, so he keeps it and shares it with the people 

in his tribe. The thing sparkles and makes the people who have it feel warm 

and happy. It becomes their most prized possession, and they call it “The 

Truth.” Those who have the truth grow afraid of those who don’t have it, who 

are different than they are. And those who don’t have it covet it. Soon people 

are fighting wars over the small truth, trying to capture it for themselves. 

A little girl who is troubled by the growing violence, greed, and destruction in 

her once peaceful world goes on a journey—through the Mountains of Imag-

ining, the River of Wondering Why, and the Forest of Finding Out—to speak  

The Broken Truth 

 

All the King’s Horses and all the King’s Men . . . 
 

Relationships are foundational to the success of the mission of Jesus Christ.  

Many relationships have fallen off the wall and we are NOT all the King’s horses and all 

the King’s men.  We CAN put them back together again!  We CAN be agents of 

change in the world. 

Don’t leave the broken pieces lying on the ground.  

The following story spoke to me as I read this excerpt from a daily meditation by Rich-

ard Rohr. It reminded me of the need for all of us to mend relationships so we can use 

our energy to spread the love and joy of our Savior, Jesus Christ. How many people 

are hungering for the beautiful message that will change their lives FOREVER? 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org�
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com�
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The Brush Creek USA Mission Center met for the annual Fall Conference on Saturday, October 
18, 2014, at the Salem IL church.    Joan Munter led the conference in an informal 12:45 pm Pre-
Legislative Session.  Joan reviewed the planned agenda for the upcoming conference, explored 
together, and answered questions on a variety of topics that would come before the conference. 

The official business meeting convened at 1:25 pm.  The conference sang CCS 592 “Hark! The 
Voice of Jesus Calling”, followed by a prayer of invocation by Evangelist Richard Switzer. 

Brush Creek Mission Center President Joan Munter called the meeting to order.   

Joan first called attention to the minutes from the 2013 BCMC Conference that were printed on 
page 5 in the 2014 booklet.  Joan noted one error on page 8 of the booklet:   

The priesthood call for Mary Chandler as listed in the minutes should be reported 
as Deacon, rather than Priest.   

No other corrections were offered.  The minutes were approved as amended. 

Joan then called attention to the June 15, 2014 Special Conference minutes, printed on page 10 of 
the 2014 booklet.  These minutes were approved as printed. 

Thank you for conferring with us!  It is SUCH a blessing that we each have an opportunity to help set 
the direction of the church, through our participation in the conferences & business meetings held in 
congregations, mission centers, nationally and in our global church family!  Here’s a summary of what 
occurred during our October BCMC Fall Conference, for those unable to attend.   
           -Joan 

2014 Fall BCMC Conference 

with Old Turtle, the wise counselor. Old Turtle tells her that the Truth is broken and missing a 

piece, a piece that shot off in the night sky so long ago. Together they search for it, and when they 

find it the little girl puts the jagged piece in her pocket and returns to her people. She tries to ex-

plain, but no one will listen or understand. Finally a raven flies the broken truth to the top of a 

tower where the other piece has been ensconced for safety, and the rejoined pieces shine their full 

message: “You are loved / and so are they.” And the people begin to comprehend. And the earth 

begins to heal. 

Do not weary of the journey; boldly venture with each stride. 
In a stable wrapped in starlight, joy, hope, love and peace abide.   

Community of Christ Sings!  #430 
 

May we all bask in the starlight of this blessed season.   
      Joan 
 
From Richard Rohr's Daily Meditations, Center for Action and Contemplation, cac.org  

http://cac.org�
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Joan offered appreciation to the Salem congregation, for providing their building, setting up, and 
enabling us to have our gathering here. 

The conference sang together a new song CCS 582 “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore”. 

 

Joan then directed the attention of the conference to a priesthood call for Ann Schwengel to serve 
in the office of High Priest. 

Joan shared: The High Priest is a minister of vision.  This call has been made known repeatedly, 
but most strongly in the past couple of years.  Joan asked Apostle Barb Carter to take the call to 
the World Church Leadership Council.  She offers this call with no doubts about the divinity of the 
call. 

Ann shared the discomfort of leaving her “small boat” (See CCS 582), but with the assurance that 
God goes with her, as she accepts the new call.  Ann shared:   

“I will strive to continue to grow in my role as a servant minister, as well as to con-
tinue to develop my discipleship to carry out the mission of this call.” 

Joan invited others to share testimony of the divinity of this call.  Testimonies were shared by 
Karen Witts, Louetta Smith, Marvin Kleinau, Chris Ober, Bill Morris, and Jane Knapp.  The confer-
ence voted to support this call for Ann.  Ann will begin her studies and preparation, and we’ll plan 
an ordination service in the future. 

 

Joan turned the chair over to Michele McGrath, Apostolic Assistant. 

Michele brought greetings from Apostle Barbara Carter, who was at the Open Table Retreat this 
weekend.  Charlie also says “hello” to loved ones and friends around BCMC.  Our new President of 
Seventy Keith McMillan also sends his greetings. 

Michele recognized the volunteer leadership of our BCMC.  She referenced a book titled “Bi-
Vocational Saints”, where others are starting to catch our long-held vision of bi-vocational minis-
ters.   

Michele read the official letters of appointment to the BCMC Conference.  Joan Munter has been 
appointed by the First Presidency to serve as our BCMC President.  Glenn Webb moved to support 
her appointment.  A standing vote of support was offered. 

Michele read the official letter of appointment for Chris Ober as Financial Officer for BCMC.  Jane 
Knapp moved.  A standing vote of support sustained Chris in this role. 

The following folks were sustained by the conference to serve as MCP Counselors for 2015: 

Tammy Austin, Keith Rhine, Jean Rumple, Glenn Webb 

The following folks were sustained by the conference to serve as MCFO Counselors for 2015: 

            Donna Bryant, Steve Cooley, Gordon Rhine 

Joan referred the conference to the printed reports in the handout, and encouraged folks to read 
each report. 

2014 Fall BCMC Conference—continued 
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The following officers were elected or sustained, to serve BCMC in 2015: 

2015 Mission Center Council 

Sue Green    Fairfield IL   Peace 

Deby Klein    Decatur IL   Poverty 

Doug Mack   Flora IL        Congregations 

Susan Mack   Flora IL        Congregations 

Lori Manker   Jacksonville IL    Invite 

Megan Pierce   Mount Vernon IL  Invite 

Jane Pinkham   Thompsonville IL   Poverty 

David Savage     Fairfield IL            Congregations 

Ann Schwengel   Thompsonville IL  Disciples 

Jon Schwengel    Thompsonville IL  Poverty 

Phyllis Thistlewood   Massac Creek IL  Invite 

Debbie Waldrop        Marion IL     Disciples 

Bob White                 Eldorado IL    Poverty 

Karen Witts               Decatur IL      Peace 

Marina Zaring            Effingham IL   Peace 

Karen Zimmerman     Fairfield IL       Disciples 

 

Administrative Assistant:    Tammy Austin 

CCHSF Representative:    Donna Bryant 

Child Protection Coordinator:   Jackie Hogue 

Communications: e-Bridges Editor:   Donna Savage 

Communications: Web & E-mail:   Brad Bryant 

Conference Secretary:    Tammy Austin 

Historian:      Sue Green 

Membership Recorder:    Tanisha Chaurero 

Mission Initiatives Coordinator:   Brad Bryant 

Non-Resident Pastor:    Karen Witts 

Outreach International Rep.:   Kay Knapp 

Reunion (Family Camp) Directors 

 June Reunion Director:  Chris Ober 

 July Reunion Director:  Glenn Webb 

SPECTACULAR Coordinator:   Donna Savage 

Women’s Retreat Director:    Deby Klein 

Director of Youth Camping Program:  Mike Hodge 

 

2014 Fall BCMC Conference 
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Brush Creek Campground Board 

Elected members:   

Daniel Collins     12/31/15  Keith Rhine         12/31/15 

Andy Anderson   12/31/16  Phil Hogue          12/31/16 

Phil Webb           12/31/17  Steve Cooley      12/31/17 

Dale Warren,  Appointed Board President 

Phil Rogers,  Appointed Treasurer  

Ex-officio members:   

Joan Munter,  MC President 

Chris Ober,  MC Financial Officer 

Mike Hodge,  MC Youth Camp Director 

Caretaker: Cliff Chaffee,  Caretaker until 4/30/15 

  David McArthur,  Caretaker starting 5/1/15 

Campground Endowment Committee 

 Elected members:   

Cathy Colarusso  12/31/15  Earl Smith    12/31/15 

Glenn Webb         12/31/15  Andy Anderson  12/31/16 

Dan Martin            12/31/16 Stan Morrison   12/31/16 

 Phil Rogers,  Appointed Chair 

 Ex-officio members:  Joan Munter,  MC President 

    Chris Ober,  MC Financial Officer 

 

Ministries Endowment Fund Committee 

 Chris Ober,  MCFO, Ex-Officio & Chair 

 Donna Bryant,  Bloomington IL     12/31/15 

 Sandy Keehler,  Carbondale IL     12/31/15 

 Dan Martin,  Eldorado IL        12/31/15 

 Gordon Rhine,  Marion IL  12/31/15 

 Karen Witts,  Decatur IL    12/31/15 

 Tammy Austin, Thompsonville IL 12/31/16 

 Lori Manker,  Jacksonville IL 12/31/16 

 Ernest Rumple,  Georgetown IL 12/31/16 

 Ray Sills,  Jacksonville IL 12/31/16 

 Richard Switzer,  Marion IL  12/31/16 

2014 Fall BCMC Conference 

2015 Titus Teams 
For an introduction and background to our BCMC Titus Teams, please see page 2 of the December 2011 e-Bridges news-

letter, at: http://bit.ly/BCMCTitus.  Each of these teams aligns with one of the church’s 5 Mission Initiatives, as follows: 

 Invite People to Christ:    Phyllis Thistlewood, Lori Manker, Megan Pierce 

 Abolish Poverty, End Suffering:   Jon Schwengel, Jane Pinkham, Bob White, Deby Klein 

 Pursue Peace on Earth:    Karen Witts, Sue Green, Marina Zaring 

 Develop Disciples to Serve:   Ann Schwengel, Karen Zimmerman, Debbie Waldrop 

 Experience Congregations in Mission:  Doug Mack, Susan Mack, David Savage  

http://bit.ly/BCMCTitus�
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Under New Business: 

 The conference approved to continue the Mission Initiatives Coordinator Position through 2015. 

 Joan asked each congregation to take home the SPEC T-Shirt fund-raising bottles. 

 Joan reminded us of the importance of our Spiritual Practices, and referenced the recent e-Bridges article by the 

Peace Titus Team, about the ABC prayer for people. 

 Chris Ober presented, and the conference approved, the 2015 Proposed Budget.  Implementation of this budget 

allows congregational assessments to drop for 2015. 

 Chris Ober called our attention to “Disbursal of Funds” proposal, which was considered and adopted as pre-

sented.  This allows funds to be made available to the BCMC Ministries Endowment Fund, the Campground En-

dowment Fund, and the Campground Operating Fund. Additionally, a “Mission Initiative Support” fund was estab-

lished, that will be available for congregations to apply for, as they seek to expand ways to live out one or more of 

the 5 Mission Initiatives in their congregational life.  Application guidelines & details will be available later. 

Joan made the following announcements: 

 Since the 2013 Fall Conference, Joan reports:  

 2 superannuations have occurred: John Etcheson & Karen Switzer 

 John Etcheson has submitted an e-Bridges article for the next edition, providing an understanding of the honor of 

superannuation. 

 10 Ordinations have occurred across BCMC congregations since the 2013 Fall Conference  

Carrie Ragan – Priest          

Earl Manker - Deacon 

Lori Manker - Elder 

Dean Collins -Elder 

Nathan Mack - Priest 

Bob Bridgeman - Deacon 

Rhiannon Bridgeman - Priest 

Ian Savage - Priest 

Karen Zimmerman - Priest 

Kaylene Scott - Priest 

 Joan pointed out the printed schedule of planned 2015 Calendar Dates 

 Why the name change of Yuletide to Hydration?  A time of renewal, refreshing, rehydration. 

 February 7: tentative Open Table workshop, based on Kirtland event this weekend 

 Camp and Reunion dates & directors were announced 

 Mike Hodge expressed concern about Junior High camp starting July 4 (holiday).  Would like to start July 
5-11, but folks showing up early for reunions interfere with youth camp schedules & activities. 

 2016 June Reunion dates will need to move due to World Conference 2016 scheduled for June. 

 Steve Cooley – be aware that folks who use the campground from outside the church are a great finan-
cial support. They help pay for campground expenses.  We need to go “out of our way” to make their ex-
perience a blessing that they want to repeat. 

 Watch e-bridges, as we announce reunion guest ministry for 2015. 

 

Daniel Collins moved to adjourn. Seconded.  The conference closed with CCS 650 “Go My Children, with My Blessing”. 

2014 Fall BCMC Conference 
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All are Called... YOU are Called! 

  

This morning  (12/10/2014), as I was going about my morning routine, I encountered, what I rec-
ognize to be, a very clear message from the Spirit, and felt led to “stop the presses” and sneak 
the message into this edition of the e-Bridges.  I’m not sure WHO it is addressed to, or what 
situations each of you are struggling with, but if this message touches your heart, then I invite 
you respond to that gentle, loving Spirit in your unique way.  These are not new thoughts, but an 
urgent restatement of what has been given before... and designed for specific people who will 
be reading this in the hours and days... You will know who you are! 

 

 “All are Called!  YOU are Called!  The time is short.  My Spirit is reaching out to numerous souls, even 

now, and there are many who will respond, if you my people will bear affirmative testimony of my love, 

and my desire for all to come unto me.  

           Some of you are called to serve in expanded ways, through priesthood ministry.  Do not delay 

in saying yes to my invitation to prepare and serve My people.  

          Some of you are called to move beyond ‘comfortable membership’, and into a journey of Disci-

pleship, that follows the path of My Son, in bringing blessings to My people.  Do not delay in saying 

yes to my invitation to serve My people.  

          Some of you are called into the waters of baptism and confirmation, making the choice to be-

come members of this global community, which I am sending forth to build up My kingdom in your 

midst.  Do not delay in saying yes to my invitation to be blessed in this part of your journey.  

          Some of you are called to teach the loving and welcoming message of the “good news” that is 

found in the ministry of Jesus.  Equip yourself, and say yes to those opportunities I am placing before 

you.  Lives will be blessed as you respond. 

          ALL of you are called to share the good news and invitation to be “in community” with My 

church.  As you share and invite, others will encounter and experience the ‘liberating truths of my gos-

pel’ in their lives. 

  

I know that you each face many distractions, every day.  In the midst of those distractions, you are making 

daily choices about what and who you worship.  Some are worshiping the distractions: placing all of your 

energy, effort, and resources in “worry” and “fear”; fear of one another, and fear of the uncertain future 

you face.  Recognize that these are your choices.  I call you to refocus yourself on trusting My plan for 

your life, for your relationships, and for your world.  Those who choose to trust in My plan will be blessed 

in amazing ways, will find strength and energy beyond what you now experience, and will witness the 

work of My Spirit active in the lives of those around you. 

 

 Continued on next page       Submitted by Brad Bryant 
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All are Called... YOU are Called! 

 continued 

 

Do not hesitate to encounter Me through the sacraments that I have placed in this church.  These sacra-

ments are available to you, to be a blessing in your life, at those times when you realize that you need or 

want my blessing in your life.  Learn about each sacrament.  Ask for the sacramental blessings in your 

times of need, for as you ask, it shall be given to you.  But realize that the blessings of sacramental en-

counter with Me are not for your use alone.  Learn from your journey of blessing through sacraments, and 

allow that experience to be a blessing to others, as you share your testimony, and invite them into My 

presence as well.  As I have said to you before: ‘Look especially to the sacraments to enrich the spiritual 

life of the body. Seek for greater understanding of my purposes in these sacred rites and prepare to re-

ceive a renewed confirmation of the presence of my Spirit in your experiences of worship.’ (D&C 158:11c 

1992). 

  

Let the kingdom-building work move forward, at an accelerated rate, in those places where you live and 

minister.  You do this best, when you choose to love each other, and ALL others, in spite of what the 

world may teach.  Let nothing separate you from constantly seeking My presence and blessing, as indi-

viduals, families and congregations.  In this journey, you will find the Peace and Healing you seek!” 

 

         Sincerely,  Brad Bryant 

Hydration: 2015  YOUTH RETREAT at Brush Creek 
Hydration: To be Replenished. Have new life. A jump start. We all need our faith hydrated from time to 
time. Come to Brush Creek December 30th-Jan 1st and start the year off with Hydration through Faith. 

   

Hydration Youth Retreat 

December 30th—New Year’s Day 

Who: Youth in 7th-12th grades 

 Cost: $30 

Registration form: in this edition of e-Bridges, or download 
from the web from the Youth page. 
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Dueling Keyboards Concert Trip 
 
Weekend of  November 8th, 9th  
The Temple complex 
The Auditorium , Independence, MO 

 
Our mission center recently had a wonderful opportunity 
to travel together to Independence, Missouri, for a very en-
tertaining concert.  Jan Kraybill and Jack Ergo, two of our 
guest ministers at our 2014 reunions, were the stars of a 
Dueling Keyboards Concert in the Auditorium.  The con-
cert was amazing as was the privilege of visiting with Jan, 
who joined us for dinner on Saturday evening, and with 
Jack, who joined us for a Spirit-filled worship service in the 
Temple Chapel on Sunday.  
 
We had a wonderful tour of the Temple Complex and got to spend time with family and friends 
who joined us for our visit.  The bus trip, the meals, the sharing, the worship, and, oh yes….the 
concert, all contributed to a wonderful trip.    

 
When you spend hours with people confined to a relatively small area like a bus, there is oppor-
tunity for bonding like you find at no other time, and that is exactly what happened.  Our “guide” 
and terrific planner, Rosemary Rouse (Tunnel Hill congregation), kept us going on the trip with 
fun games, music and food.  Lots of laughter filled the bus during the weekend.  
 
A huge thank you to Phyllis Webb and Cara Webb for believing this trip could be a reality,  and 
to Glenn Webb and the Tunnel Hill congregation for making it possible. Special thanks to one of 
its members for giving a sizable donation for the comfortable bus.   
 
So many people are responsible for the success of our fun time together.  For all who had a part 
in planning and carrying out this trip we are very thankful! The consensus seems to be that there 
needs to be more trips like this one.  I am ready to go!!!     
         Joan 
 

Every element of the trip was exceptional from the bus ride full of laughter and fel-

lowship, our stay at Higher Ground, our meals, the spirit-filled worship service, and 

last, but not least, the chance to enjoy the giftedness of our friends, Jan and Jack, at 

the concert.  Our thanks go out to Rosemary and the Tunnel Hill congregation for 

making it all possible.  Let's do another trip in the future!! 

    Jon and Ann Schwengel 
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Dueling Keyboards Concert Trip 

 
 

 

The weekend was wonderful -not only the concert 

which was great, but the meals we shared together, 

the hours spent on the bus, the laughs, the games, and 

the visiting.  The worship in the temple chapel was 

spirit filled and Eric's sermon spoke to each of us.  Of 

course the time spent with family was the icing on the 

cake.  Thank you so much Tunnel Hill Branch for mak-

ing it all happen.  Thank you everyone from the bottom 

of my heart!     Sue Green  

It was a bonus to see so many from the Brush Creek 

USA Mission Center present at the Dueling Keyboards 

Concert yesterday!  It was an awesome experience for 

the four of us from Jefferson City to attend this con-

cert.  I heard good things from BC USA MC that they 

were truly enjoying their trip as well.  What a great 

idea for events in the future!    

   Suzette Ryder 

We were blessed to have taken this journey with a group of people that were a blast 

on the bus.  The trip out there was full of fun, games, laughter and so much food it was 
unbelievable.  When I heard that the dueling duo was going to happen I was just hoping to 

see it on webcast but when that was not going to happen I was thankful to Norma's son 
Neil, Rosemary, Phyllis and Phil and my church Tunnel Hill Community of Christ for get-

ting the bus trip up.  The whole trip would have been awesome anyway but to have the 

tour of the temple, supper with Jan, church service with Jack and the whole experience 
was just AWESOME. Paige, Mike and I will never forget it all and feel so blessed to have 

taken the journey with the group we did and for Brady and Paige to be the only kids on 
the bus I thank all the adults for including them in everything.     

 Robin Harper-Whitehead 

BCMC  SINGS  Did you hear us?  Did you hear us? Did you hear us? 
 
 

We have been making a joyful noise in our Mission Center at several locations as we met together for Brush Creek 
Mission Center Sings!   Three times since April we have joined our voices in three or four congregations.  Thank you 

to all who led these sessions, Ann Schwengel, Lisa Harris, Brad Bryant, Cara Webb, Jean Phillips and Joan Munter, and 

to the host congregations – Marion, Salem, Decatur, Effingham,  Jacksonville and Tunnel Hill.   
 

We began with preparation for our 2014 Reunions by learning the recommended hymns from our new Community 
of Christ Sings! hymnal which would enhance our reunion worship and focus our thoughts on the selected themes 

for the week.   

 
The second gathering was for the purpose of learning hymns listed in the Core Repertoire – those hymns that have 

been chosen for all of our membership to learn for use at events such as World Conference, the Peace Colloquy, 
etc.   

 

Our third experience with the new hymnal focused on singing some old favorites and learning some Christmas hymns 
which have been added to this wonderful worship resource.   

 
In each of these sessions we definitely made a joyful noise to the Lord.  Watch for future invitations to join your 

voice with a group of people who find ministry in this amazing compilation of words and music.   
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Periodically, reports are sent from the World Church informing the leadership of 
the Mission Center about the contributions our congregations make to tithes and 
local offerings.  I briefly look over these reports and file them in case they are 
needed in the future.   
 
This time, however, in light of the message recently shared by our President, Steve Veazey, with 
regards to the financial situation of the church and the need to balance our giving between congre-
gational offerings and mission tithes, I took a closer look.  
 
What I found as a pleasant surprise was that several of our congregations are already consistently 
contributing more to global mission tithes than to local funds.  Several others are already meeting 
the request to balance giving between global tithes and local offerings.   
 
The other exciting result of my closer look provided a picture of the generosity of the people in 
our Mission Center.  The report breaks down tithing contributions by the categories on our offer-
ing envelopes.  There is a column for Use As Needed, and then a column for each of the five mis-
sion initiatives: 

Invite People to Christ  
Pursue Peace on Earth 
Abolish Poverty/End Suffering  
Develop Disciples to Serve  
Experience Congregations in Mission   

 
What I realized was that the majority of our giving to tithing is in the Use as Needed category.  Of 
the five mission initiatives, Abolish Poverty/End Suffering  receives major contributions from our Mis-
sion Center congregations.  To all of the above, I say  

 

BRAVO!! BRUSH CREEK MISSION CENTER CONGREGATIONS! 

 
As we continue to answer the call to be and bring Christ’s mission in the world, it is my prayer 

that all of our congregations will respond to President Veazey’s request that we balance our giving 
in each congregation, not by reducing local giving, but by increasing our response to global mission 

tithes.   
 

In our congregational planning and in our personal lives, let us remember that “Stewardship is the 
response of my people to the ministry of my Son, and is required alike of all those who seek to 

build the kingdom.”   
 

As we share the ministry of Jesus, stewardship of all kinds will follow! 

BCMC Contributions     “Bravo!” – from Joan 
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Together we who are seeking to follow the Path of the Disciple – “must be found continuing in the 
forefront of those organizations and movements which are recognizing the worth of persons and 
are committed to bringing the ministry of my Son to bear on their lives.                                                                     
Doctrine and Covenants 151:9 

 

Financial resources from the Abolish Poverty, End Suffering Mission Initiative are made available through “seed” grants 
to help jurisdictions develop collaborative and innovative programs within your community to advocate for justice and 
the worth of persons, address poverty and hunger, protect the sacredness of the earth, and promote peace. 

On the World Church web page you will find the Introduction to Grant Opportunities, Application Checklist and Application 
Cover Sheet informational material.  The introduction material seeks to present information that enables your congre-
gation to have a successful beginning toward presenting an application/proposal that would be considered for funding. 

Researching the specific needs within the community is critical to success as is aligning the congregational sense of 
calling, resources and giftedness.  Answering questions such as who will be the originator of services, are there volun-
teers and skilled leaders within your congregation/community willing to share responsibilities of the program, is the 
congregation willing and able to support start-up expenses and sustainability of a compassionate community program?  
Financial support for planned programs must be collaborative:  1) Tangible Love/World Hunger Ministries seed grant, 
2) local Community of Christ jurisdictional funds, and 3) community resources. 

You will also note a variety of priority areas that could use support within any jurisdiction of Community of Christ.   
Grants are provided for one year.  Programs may request funding for a second and third year on a decreasing scale, if 
the applicant demonstrates sufficient progress in achieving program outcomes and financial stability.   

Those persons to be served have experienced many promises that turned to disappointments when others said they 
“would be there for them.”  A positive way to be sure you are able to sustain a service once you start building rela-
tionships with the least of God’s people is to have a solid breadth and depth of community investment. 

Applications may to be submitted to Community of Christ Ministries Administrator (email:  grantpropos-
als@cofchrist.org) along with letters/emails of approval from the Mission Center President and Mission Center Finan-
cial Officer prior to March 1st or October 1st. of 2015.  Follow the Application Checklist thoroughly in order to meet 
the criteria required. 

Upon receipt of the application, the administrator will forward a copy to Risk Management and Legal Services to evalu-
ate the proposal and provide the administrator a letter or email that either: 

Approves the program 

Offers important recommendations to be addressed by the program director, or 

Recommends delay of the proposal due to concerns such as insurance liability. 

Applicants will be advised of funding decisions within sixty days of the March 1st or October 1st application deadline.  
Programs are considered for funding based on funds available and completion of all application requirements.   

Annual progress reports must be submitted by the program director no later than July 15th.  Annual financial reports 
will be due by July 15th each year until funds are expended. 

Brush Creek Mission Center currently (2014) has two congregations that have been awarded Tangible Love/World 
Hunger Ministries seed grants.  As disciples of Christ we are called to be in the world serving the least among us.  
God’s blessing to each of you as we find ways to respond to this calling. 

Chris Ober 

Brush Creek Mission Center Financial Officer 

 

Grant Opportunities 
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Brush Creek Reunions 2015 
 

Theme:  Live, Love, Share…Visibly One in Christ 
 

Make plans now to attend one or both of our Brush Creek Reunions in 2015. 
The planning team is already meeting to lay the groundwork for two  wonderful weeks together.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reunion won’t be the same without you!!! 

 
Introducing our Guest Ministry 

 
Apostle Barbara Carter will be with us for half of our June Reunion.  Barbara is the Secretary for 
the Council of Twelve Apostles and provides leadership for the Northeast Field which includes ten 
mission centers. 
  
Elder Jack Ergo, who was with us in 2014 at the July Reunion, will join us in June this summer.  
Jack is an Associate Professor at Graceland University and brings creativity and excitement to 
every aspect of his ministry.  
 
High Priest Evan Manuel is a retired teacher and coach from Blue Springs, MO.  Evan ministers 
in the Colonial Hills Congregation in the Central Mission Center.   
 
   
President of Seventy Keith McMillan is the Field Missionary Coordinator for the North East 
USA Mission Field. Keith has recently returned to the United States after an assignment in the Brit-
ish Isles.   
 
Elder Seth Bryant is a Missional Consultant and Expansion Minister assigned to the Western USA 
Mission Field.  Seth brings a wealth of knowledge and deep interest in church history and the Book 
of Mormon.   
 
Seventy Brad Bryant is our own BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator.  Brad leads our Titus 
Team Ministry and coordinates communication for our Mission Center.   Brad will join us for both 
2015 Reunions.  

June 13 – 19 2015 
Director – Chris Ober  

Assistant Director – Tammy Austin 
Guest Ministry includes: 

Barbara Carter 
Jack Ergo 

Evan Manuel 
Brad Bryant 

July 11 – 17  2015 
Director – Glenn Webb 

Assistant Director – Lori Manker 
Guest Ministry includes: 

Keith McMillan 
Seth Bryant 
Brad Bryant 
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Thank You for Your Leadership in 2014  

Youth Camp Dates / Directors 
 

2014 Hydration Retreat:  Dec. 30-Jan 1 2015 Tyler Mink 

Junior Camp:    June 7—11, 2015  Emily Putbrese 

Senior High Camp:  June 20—26, 2015  Keith Rhine 

Junior High Camp:   July 5—11, 2015  Rhiannon/Bob Bridgeman 

SPEC  (Lamoni, IA):  July 18—25, 2015  Donna Savage—coordinator  

 
 
 

Who sets the tone for our camps and retreats?  Who spends hours and hours making sure every detail is 
right?  Who listens and responds to the leading of the Spirit?  Who allows and encourages the expression of 
that Spirit?   Who gives without thought to personal need?   

 
THANK THE DIRECTOR! 

 
We are so blessed in our Mission Center to have quality people who are willing to lead us in amazing 
experiences together at Brush Creek.   Please join me in saying that you to the following people for 
their work in 2014. 

 
 Yuletide Retreat – Stefanie Mack 

Priesthood and Ministry Retreat – Develop Disciples to Serve Titus Team 
 Jr. Camp – Emily Putbrese 

 June Reunion – Richard Switzer 
 Sr. Hi. Camp – Keith Rhine 

 Jr. Hi. Camp – Bobby and Rhiannon Bridgeman 
 July Reunion – Glenn Webb 

 Women’s Retreat – Deby Klein 
 

                                                                        Joan Munter 

Hydration: 2015  YOUTH RETREAT at Brush Creek 
Hydration: To be Replenished. Have new life. A jump start. We all need our faith hydrated from time 
to time. Come to Brush Creek December 30th-Jan 1st and start the year off with Hydration through 
Faith.    

  Who: Youth in 7th-12th grades.  Cost: $30 

Registration form: in this edition of e-Bridges, or download from the web from the Youth page. 
  



 

Page 15 December  2014 

  
Illinois Food Handler Certificate Requirement 
  
The Illinois legislature has passed a 2013 law that impacts restaurants, campgrounds, etc.  

 Awareness of the change and initial implementation at restaurants was required in early 
2014.  “Enforcement” at restaurants begins in January 2015.   

  

As we understand the impact to us, effective in 2016, everyone assisting in the Brush Creek 
kitchen, will be considered to be a “food handler”, and so will be required to have an Illinois Food 
Handler Certificate/Card.  We would prefer to “get ahead of” this requirement, and are inviting inter-
ested individuals, families or congregations, to complete the short training during early 2015 [before 
the 2015 camping season begins].  (Those who already have an Illinois Food Service Sanitation 
Manager Certificate do NOT need the Food Handler Certificate.) 

  

A “Food Handler” is defined as any “individual working with unpackaged food, food equipment or 
utensils, or food-contact surfaces.” 

  

The class can be taken self-paced online, or in an instructor-led classroom setting, and renewal is 
required every 3 years. 

  

Dale Warren, Campground Board Chairman, has been chatting with the Clay County Health De-
partment, who advises that “everyone working in the kitchen” take the course for our upcoming 
2015 camping season (to include youth camps, reunions, retreats, etc.).  They offer “in person” 
classes, 20-25 people per class, for $12 each.  The class itself runs about 75 minutes, and is fol-
lowed by a short quiz, taking an additional 15 minutes.  Since this is an Illinois state requirement, 
you are also free to attend other “Food Handler Certificate” classes offered in your local community/
county. 

  

If you prefer to take the class online, there are a number of companies offering online training.  

  

Here’s one example, charging $6.95 for the 90 minute class, plus online exam.   

 http://www.premierfoodsafety.com/illinois-food-handlers-card-training 

Another example, charging $15 for the ~50 minute class: 

            http://www.servsafe.com/regulatory-information/illinois-food-handler-regulatory-changes  

  

If you’re interested in volunteering to help with preparing, cooking, serving or otherwise helping in 
the kitchen at our awesome camps, please be proactive and get your IL Food Handler Certificate 
card BEFORE you need it! 

  Please direct questions/comments to Dale Warren (dalewarren5@frontier.com). 

http://www.premierfoodsafety.com/illinois-food-handlers-card-training�
http://www.servsafe.com/regulatory-information/illinois-food-handler-regulatory-changes�
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2014 Peace Colloquy  POVERTY:  God Weeps  
International Peace Award Honors Bread for the World     
 
The 2014 Peace Colloquy was held October 24-26, 2014,  Independence MO. 
 
 The 2014 Peace Colloquy was a wonderful experience. The church invited us to "the Temple, a 
place of prayer for people of all faiths, dedicated to the pursuit of peace, reconciliation, and 
healing of the spirit.”  We explored the theme “Poverty: God Weeps.” Reverend David Beck-
mann, accepted the 21st Community of Christ International Peace Award on behalf of Bread for 
the World, an organization that we have been in partnership with for 36 of its 40 years.  Bread 
for the World also received a $25,000 grant that will be used in their ongoing advocacy and 
education for ending hunger and poverty in the United States and around the world.    

 
Saturday evening, the service in the Temple was a very thought provoking service about pov-
erty, politics, greed and opportunity.  After that service, approximately  fifteen attendees repre-
senting Brush Creek Mission Center met at a local restaurant to share.  It was an awesome 
gathering of concerned individuals both sharing and listening.  We each had been touched by 
something we had witnessed or experienced during the day.  I believe we who gathered that 
night, will never forget what we shared and the humble pride we felt in the journey that our 
church is leading us on.  A journey that says yes, we can make a difference, we can abolish pov-
erty and end needless suffering.    

 
I always enjoy listening to the recipients sharing their stories that help me to recognize that I 
can make a difference in the life of another.  I invite you to begin making plans now to attend 
the 2016 World Conference, as we continue to explore together how to make God’s Peaceable 
kingdom a reality in today’s world, for all people.  I can only imagine the difference it will make 
in the lives of those who attend.  
        Karen Witts 

Read more of Karen’s reflections on the next page     

 

 Next Peace Award at 2016 Conference 
  
The next Community of Christ International Peace Award will be presented at the 2016 
World Conference to be held June 4–11. We believe the World Conference provides a 
larger and more internationally diverse assembly to participate in the presentation of 
this significant award and to hear the remarks of the recipient. Because we are 
integrating the International Peace Award and related activities into the 2016 World 
Conference, there will not be a Peace Colloquy in 2015. We look forward to sharing a 
memorable and inspiring 2016 World Conference with all delegates and attendees.  
  
     The First Presidency 
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Karen Witts Reflects on the 2014 Peace Colloquy 
 
On Thursday, October 23, 2014 I began a pilgrimage with my dear friend Chris to the Temple to attend the Peace Col-
loquy.  The day was beautiful, even though the skies were a little cloudy and a soft, rainy mist followed us most of the 
way.  Chris and I have traveled to Independence many times for conferences and peace colloquies since 1992. Because 
we rarely see each other, our conversation never seems to stop and that has caused us to run into little bumps on the 
journey, like running out of gas on I-70 or missing an important junction in the road.  But we are always blessed by our 
journey. 
  
Since my return to Central Illinois in 1990 and becoming active in the church, I have been blessed with a desire to be 
part of the Gatherings of the Church, to be where the crowds of disciples are gathering to greet and meet others from 
around the world, to fellowship and worship in different languages, and to grow and to learn more about what it means 
to be Community of Christ. 
  
The 2014 Peace Colloquy was such a gathering.  The church invited us to “the Temple, a place of prayer for people of 
all faiths, dedicated to the pursuit of peace, reconciliation, and healing of the spirit.”  We explored the theme “Poverty: 
God Weeps.” Reverend David Beckmann, accepted the 21st Community of Christ International Peace Award on behalf 
of Bread for the World, an organization that we have been in partnership with for 36 of its 40 years.  Bread for the 
World also received a $25,000 grant that will be used in their ongoing advocacy and education for ending hunger and 
poverty in the United States and around the world.  I always enjoy listening the recipients sharing their stories that help 
me to recognize that I can make a difference in the life of another. 
  
Saturday morning I participated in a poverty simulation in the lower level of  the Auditorium.  I was given a “new” iden-
tity. For an hour I became a 19-year-old Hispanic female with a 1-year-old child. My boyfriend and I had been evicted 
from our home and found ourselves penniless and living in a homeless shelter.  My boyfriend had a job, but I did not. 
Every fifteen minutes represented a week of our lives.  While my boyfriend went to work, I sought out assistance and 
employment.  We had to purchase food and clothing and pay bills with the meager check we received and with my as-
sistance.  We eventually had to pawn our TV and stereo system and then we were able to buy a house.  We had no car 
so we had to depend on public transportation and make sure we did not run out of tickets.   
  
I have never experienced any of the above situations, yet I know that some of you reading this probably have.  I was 
scared and very nervous during the simulation.  Because of my real life hearing loss, I missed out on some of the in-
structions that were given and failed to meet all of the goals set for me.  I realized the frustration of not having a vehicle 
and the need to go to several offices, carrying a small child to do what was expected of me.  At one point the shelter 
said that I was to have brought back a completed form that I had filled out at the employment agency that day.  I told 
her they did not give me anything, and she said ‘okay, never mind.”  But I wondered later, if this had been real life would 
she have accepted me and my baby back into the shelter without that form.  I think probably not. 
  
The remainder of  Saturday was spent in short sessions of my choice listening to various presenters share their passion 
and determination to make a difference in the lives of the poor.   
  
Saturday evening, the service in the Temple was a very thought provoking service about poverty, politics, greed and 
opportunity.  After that service, approximately  fifteen attendees representing Brush Creek Mission Center seemed to 
gravitate together in the Temple sanctuary as the crowd thinned out. We wanted to share about the day.  We agreed 
to meet at a local restaurant.  Thankfully, when we arrived the place was empty and we (with permission of course!) 
rearranged the tables so we were all facing each other.  After placing our orders we began to share about our experi-
ences of the day.  It was an awesome gathering of concerned individuals both sharing and listening.  We each had been 
touched by something we had witnessed or experienced during the day.  Unfortunately, closing time came to soon and 
we had to part ways; however, I believe we who gathered that night, will never forget what we shared and the humble 
pride we felt in the journey that our church is leading us on.  A journey that says yes, we can make a difference, we can 
abolish poverty and end needless suffering.    
  
I invite you to begin making plans now to attend the 2016 World Conference, as we continue to explore together how 
to make God’s Peaceable kingdom a reality in today’s world, for all people.  I can only imagine the difference it will 
make in the lives of those who attend.  
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Mt.Vernon, Salem, and Centralia Worship at Homeless Shelter  
 
On Sunday, November 16, the combined gongregations of Mt. Vernon, Salem and 
Centralia held a worship service at the Lifeboat Alliance Homeless Shelter with a 

meal following the service.   

Four of the residents joined us in worship while 4 or 5 more joined us at lunch. 
 

Attached are a few pictures from the meal and service. Here 
is the website for Lifeboat Alliance:  

www.lifeboatalliance.org.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Mt. Vernon Kids Club is also working with children from 

the local trailer park. We have anywhere from 2 - 20 kids 

coming thru on average. Seekers classes are a possibility in 
the future as well as other activities.    

   Submitted by Megan Pierce, Pastor 

Evangelist Corner with John Etcheson 

And He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors 
and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,  for the edifying of 
the body of Christ.      

CLARIFICATION ON STATUS OF SUPERANNUATION OR EMERITUS 
  

 Hearing several voices echoing misunderstanding regarding priesthood members, and those who 

have accepted “superannuation” or “emeritus" status I have felt it is time to clarify this category.   

Whenever a person requests or is offered the status of being superannuated or emeritus, it is 

acknowledging their long and faithful service as a minister. The person who has accepted this new 

category still holds the office of that priesthood.  He/she stills has the authority to administer the 

sacraments and provide ministry as it relates to their priesthood office.  However, such participation 

becomes permissive and voluntary.  Superannuation  is not a retirement from his/her opportunity for 

ministry it is recognizing some limitations which may be due to age, increasing degrees of infirmity or 

disabling conditions which prohibit one from fully functioning in their areas of ministry.   

     John Etcheson, Evangelist  

http://www.lifeboatalliance.org�
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Encounter, Equip, Engage— e3  
 

 

 

Encounter, Equip, Engage, - e3,  brings people together across congregations and mission centers to deepen 

our knowledge and understanding of scripture, and to retell the story of Community of Christ in light of God’s 

ongoing purpose through each person. e3 draws us together in our common mission for the sake of the world 

now. 

 Participants met and interacted with other Saints across the Northeast Mission Field using web-conferencing 

tools.   The NE Field Support Team is currently editing and making the classes available on DVD format, for 

personal study, study groups, church-school classes, etc. 

The e3 website can be found here: http://signalcommunities.org/e3/ 

BCMC participant Mary Morris reflects on the past three years of training. 

 “Learning has been very important to me since I became a member of this church in 1955.  In my search of 

how I needed to be... if I fulfilled my calling in the Community of Christ, I would be constantly renewing my 

heart, mind, soul, and strength. 

Therefore, I became excited to get involved in the Encounter, Equip and Engage series, that would be taking 

place in the e3 training. 

We spent 3 years, doing a lot of reading, dialoging, and researching in these classes.  Many new authors were 

introduced for our searching.  New thoughts and themes, as well as familiar ones, were brought forth for us to 

learn about and refresh our thinking on their value for us in the 21st Century church. 

 We were blessed by having some of the most gifted and qualified facilitators to lead and teach us. 

We want to thank the BCMC participants for their commitment to the program.  Dorothy Ryder reflects;  “I 

have enjoyed the experience of e3 very much.  It has been good to have a guided study program as we have 

shared with each other these learning experiences.”    In conclusion, Mary Morris ads; "Hopefully there will 

be opportunity for this kind of concentrated study in the future of the church."   

Open Table   
 
Four representatives from our Mission Center (Bob 
White, Deby Klein, Kitty and Dan Martin) traveled to Kirt-
land, Ohio for the first OPEN TABLE Exploration experi-
ence.   
Our team will learn as much about this ministry as they 
possibly can and return with their vast knowledge to help 
us prepare to use this tool to help empower people to 
MOVE OUT OF POVERTY.   

http://cofchrist.org/�
http://signalcommunities.org/e3/�
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Copyrights:  Stay legal – or it can cost! 
  

If you ONLY sing from the hymnal(s), and make no recordings, projection cop-

ies, photo copies, etc., then *perhaps* you don’t need to be concerned about music 

copyrights in your congregation.  However, for most congregations, music copyright is 
an important topic to consider (and potentially VERY expensive if you don’t!) 

  

US Copyright laws are in place to protect the owner of a created work, from having that work “pirated”, or 

stolen, and used by other people without permission.  The creator of the work has the RIGHT to control all 

COPIES (i.e. copy-right).  There are no excuses like: “but we’re a church”, or “but we don’t charge admis-
sion”.  Violating copyright is “theft”, and penalties are attached to theft. 

  

When you PURCHASE a hymnal, included in that purchase price is the “right to USE” the music included in 

that hymnal.  So you can ALWAYS sing directly from a hymnal, without worrying about copyright.  You’ve 

already paid “royalties” to the owner as part of your purchase price.  Hymnal ownership however, does NOT 
give you the right to make copies of music in any form. 

  

So, if you project lyrics and/or music and/or artwork/photos on a screen, show movies, make photocopies as 

handouts, record your services for shut-ins, broadcast your services on the internet, or anything similar, your 

congregation needs to be asking “is what we’re doing legal” and respecting the rights of the owners of the 

copied item?  Generally, the answer is “no, it’s not legal”. 

  

The “official” way to know, is to research EVERY song, photo, picture, recording, etc., one at a time, to de-

termine the creator, when it was created, what the copyright status of the item is, and then ask for specific 

written permission from each composer, music writer, etc. before making a “copy”.  That is VERY time con-

suming, tedious, slow, and can be frustrating.  There often isn’t time to get it done, when folks prepare for a 
Sunday service during the week before! 

  

In order to help minimize the effort required for churches to work through these copyright concerns, various 

copyright “umbrella” companies are available.  They have already done the “leg work” to locate & contact the 

owners, and request and get copyright permission for the songs in their ‘catalog’.  By purchasing their license, 

you get the right to make copies of these songs, and the owner is paid royalties according to use. 

  There are several companies that offer this service for church music.  However, a vast majority of the songs 

found in the Community of Christ Sings hymnal are covered by two companies: 

         OneLicense.net 

         CCLI: Christian Copyright License, Inc 
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Copyrights:  Stay legal – continued 

As a congregation, many of you have already purchased one or both of these licenses.  But 
merely owning the license and paying your annual fee does not make you copyright 

compliant!  There is also a “reporting” requirement, that varies by company.  

         CCLI, for example, only requires that you report your music usage ‘during a specific window of 

time’.  They tell you about a 3-month reporting window, that usually occurs about every 2 years.  During that 

time, you’re required to report (online) all of the CCLI covered songs that you used.  

         OneLicense requires reporting of all music that you use, as you use it, with minimum of monthly 

reporting of the past month’s songs.  

Both companies provide an easy-to-use online reporting web page, but it is important that *someone* in your 
congregation have that responsibility, and takes care of it regularly! 

  

What happens if you don’t report your copies?  It depends... the legal system gets involved, and that 

ALWAYS complicates life!  Churches ARE being fined for copyright violation, whether intentional or 

not.  The fines also include attorney fees, court costs, etc., so they can get quite hefty!  Here’s a quote to put 
that in context: “the penalty for this significant busting of federal law can be enormous – anywhere from $750 

to $150,000 per offense.   - See more at: http://www.christiancopyrightsolutions.com/blog/post/2014/05/28/

Are-Millions-of-Pinners-Are-Guilty-of-Copyright-Infringement#sthash.RmqIu0Tg.dpuf”.  Notice the “per 

offense” clause.  Illegal copying of just 2 songs could be a $300,000 fine!  I doubt your congregation’s budget 
includes a “copyright violate fines” line item! 

  

Here’s a short 4 minute video, that helps you see that “it’s not just Brad” nagging... ;-) 

http://www.churchlawandtax.com/web/2010/october/providing-copyrighted-material-on-church-website.html 

  

So yes, key steps are: 

1.    Be aware of copy-rights, and don’t make illegal copies 

2.    Own an umbrella license that covers the songs you want to use/copy 

3.    Make sure that the songs you choose to ‘copy’ are included in one of your licenses, OR get 

direct permission from the owner to copy it, BEFORE you do so 

4.    Report your copy activity 

5.    AND: Your copies need to have the license number on them!  Whether it’s in handouts, on the 

screen, or recorded/broadcast somehow, be certain that your applicable license number is included 

with the copy, to show that this is a legal copy. 

 

 

http://www.christiancopyrightsolutions.com/blog/post/2014/05/28/Are-Millions-of-Pinners-Are-Guilty-of-Copyright-Infringement#sthash.RmqIu0Tg.dpuf�
http://www.christiancopyrightsolutions.com/blog/post/2014/05/28/Are-Millions-of-Pinners-Are-Guilty-of-Copyright-Infringement#sthash.RmqIu0Tg.dpuf�
http://www.christiancopyrightsolutions.com/blog/post/2014/05/28/Are-Millions-of-Pinners-Are-Guilty-of-Copyright-Infringement#sthash.RmqIu0Tg.dpuf�
http://www.christiancopyrightsolutions.com/blog/post/2014/05/28/Are-Millions-of-Pinners-Are-Guilty-of-Copyright-Infringement#sthash.RmqIu0Tg.dpuf�
http://www.churchlawandtax.com/web/2010/october/providing-copyrighted-material-on-church-website.html�
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Copyrights:  Stay legal – or it can cost! - continued 

How real is this?  I was recently working with your MCFO, Chris Ober, and I share 
this journey with her permission.  She received 3 snail-mail letters on one day from 

her cable provider company, documenting 3 “copyright violations” that were made 

on her home wireless internet connection.  “Illegal” copies of 3 copyrighted TV shows were apparently 

downloaded and viewed on a device at her home.  The letters provided dates, times, and even the show 
names!  Each letter came with a potential fine of $250,000 – so a $750,000 potential fine for the 3 events.  As 

we gathered data, reconstructed history, etc., we found that none of her devices actually downloaded the 

shows that were documented.  However, *someone* with access to her wireless network apparently 

did.  We’ve since worked with the cable company, confirmed that this was not an act performed by those in 
her immediate family, and changed the access password on her wireless network, to prevent someone else 

from repeating the violation.  And note: it’s not the cable company that is policing this.  The copyright owners 

are on the prowl, looking for pirated/stolen copies of their works, and tracking down the offending individuals 

(or churches). 

  

So, as we move into 2015, I encourage each congregation to be constantly “questioning” each other, to make 

sure that all choices that cause copyrighted materials to be copied, are being done legally and ethically, 

protecting the rights of all involved. 

  

If you are making copies, get and use an appropriate license.  If you have questions about how this does or 

does not apply to your congregation, let’s chat!  I’m certainly NOT a copyright lawyer, but I’ll help you ask 
the right questions, to access the reporting website(s), and to help folks get set up to screen and report 

copies appropriately. 

  

Also, to make it easier to sort through CCS copyright questions, a spreadsheet is available on the IHQ 

website, that allows you to quickly scan for a specific song, and find the copyright owner for both the text 
and the tune.  Access it here: 

            http://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Hymnal/CCSapplicable-copyright-licenses.xlsx 

A quick glance tells you whether a specific song is included in the CCLI or OneLicense contract, is “Public 

Domain” (i.e. free to use due to age), or covered by another company or individual that you can contact for 

permission.   

  

One other closing thought... CCLI and OneLicense do NOT cover videos (movies, clips, tv shows, etc).  Nor 
do they directly cover podcasting/broadcasting your service.  There are options to provide this type of 

coverage.  If you need help finding them, let me know. 

  

         Brad 

http://www.cofchrist.org/common/cms/resources/Hymnal/CCSapplicable-copyright-licenses.xlsx�
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BCMC 2015  Dates  

   

 

            
 

 

 

Dec 25  Thursday Christmas 

Dec 30-Jan 1 Tue—Thurs “Hydration” (Yuletide) Youth Retreat 

Jan 19  Monday  MLKing 

Feb 18  Wednesday Ask Wednesday 

March 29 Sunday  Palm Sunday 

April 3  Friday  Good Friday 

April 5  Sunday  Easter 

June 7—11 Sun—Thurs Junior Camp 

June 13—19 Sat—Fri  June Reunion 

June 20—26 Sat—Fri  Senior High Camp 

July 5—11 Sun—Sat Junior High Camp 

July 11—17 Sat—Fri  July Reunion 

July 18-25 Sat—Sat SPEC 

We are 25 congregations in the Central and 
Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a 
world-wide church known as Community of 
Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ 
and promote communities of  joy, hope, love 
and peace.  
 
We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 
Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 
Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-
ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  
The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 
bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org�
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com�
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com�
http://www.cofchrist.org/�
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/�
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/�
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/�
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2014 HYDRATION REGISTRATION FORM 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

http://www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org 

 

Schedule/Registration for 2014-2015 HYDRATION Youth Retreat 

 
REGISTRATION STARTS AT 3:30 P.M. ON DECEMBER 30

TH
, 

AND THE RETREAT ENDS AT 12:00 NOON ON JANUARY 1
ST

! 

 

PLEASE MAIL THE FORM TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE RETREAT (SEE ABOVE) 

Make Checks Payable to Community of Christ 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
Payment: Sponsor = $_____, Camper = $_____, Check #:_____ / CASH  Camp Attending: Yuletide 

Camper's Name: 

Age: Birth date:  Sex: Male/Female  

Grade: Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip  

Email:  Have you previously attended a BCMC camp? 

Church/Congregation: 

Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 

Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  

Work Phone:  Home  Cell   
 
Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: ____________________________________________________________  _ 
  
WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Name  Relationship  Phone  

Address  Cell Phone  

City  State  Zip  

 

MEDICAL HISTORY 

1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. (if none, so state) _____________________________________________________ 

2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic medical condition? (If so, please explain. (If none, so 

state)) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Does camper carry medications on person? (If none, so state) ____________________________________________________ 

Medication(s):________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose: ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Yuletide Retreat   December 30, 2014 -January 1, 2015 Registration Fee $30.00    “Tuesday - Thursday” 

(Suggested Ages 12-18) 

 

Director: Tyler Mink, 298 Cedar Elm Dr  Flora, IL  62839 Phone (618) 843-1638                Email: stmink@eiu.edu 

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
mailto:stmink@eiu.edu


4. Does camper require prescription medications? (If none, so state) ____________________________________________ 

Medication(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Family Physician: _________________________________Phone: ____________________ Office:________________  

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Health Insurance Co: _______________________________________________                     Phone: _______________ 

Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________  
Group No.: ______________________________________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 

7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? (If "yes,"  

describe. if "no," so state)______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other personal concerns that the camp staff should know 

about for the camp? __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Medical Treatment Consent 
I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of ___________________________________________ 

hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also guarantee 

payment of all charges incurred during this medial treatment. (Physician, hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  
 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 

The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every effort is made to 

provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. 

In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for participation 

in this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-participant, if said 

child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission 

Center and the Community of  Christ and the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or demands for personal injury, 

sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned 

and the child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip or activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s name) participation in activities offered by 

the BrushCreekUSAMissionCenter, including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I have 

deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has the necessary skills to participate in any of 

the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want _______________ (child’s name) to participate in the following activities: (if none, please 

indicate) _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Photo & Video Release 

 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I hereby give consent to and authorize the 

taking of photographs or video tape in which the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 

pictures or video. Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release and consent.  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 

 

Registration Instructions 
1. Please sign up in advance if possible, by mail or emailing the registration/consent form to the director of the camp, along with 

payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant information. .  

2. If you have a congregation sponsoring your child, please notify the Pastor of your intent on attending youth camp.  

3. Fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and attach any other relevant information to the form. 

4. Do not forget to fill out the consent form. 

5. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 

6. Make checks payable to: Community of Christ, please include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 

7. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other questions or important information. 



WELCOME TO THE 2014 BRUSHCREEK 

CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to 

attend the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the 

majorityof camp according to the start and end dates, you must 

make arrangements prior to the start of the camp with the 

director. 

 

VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable to register for camp, should not take 

the liberty to visit the camp unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior arrangements with 

the director. 

 

WHAT TO BRING:Each camper should bring bedding materials, clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and 

etc. to live at the campgrounds for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring old 

clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their scriptures, writing materials, and musical 

instruments suitable for worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, camera with 

film, and others items if they want to participate in those activities.  All items should be identified with the 

camper’s name. 

 

ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, radios, iPods, computers, orvideo games 

are not allowed at church camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  Meals, 

canteen, and water will be available at appropriate times. 

 

This is a Drug Free Environment.  Only prescribed medical prescriptions for the camper are allowed.  

Upon arrival, the medicine will be given to the camp nurse for proper administration. 

 

DRESS CODE: Wear modest clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual nature of the camp. Any kind of dress 

or grooming which presents a safety hazard to the individual or which tends to create a disturbance or disrupts 

the nature of the camp will not be allowed.  It is required that all campers wear footwear everywhere on the 

grounds.The following clothing choices are considered unacceptable and campers may be asked to change 

clothing if deemed inappropriate: 

 Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs 

 Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or hatred of any group or person 

 Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or cutoff t-shirts 

 All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-length 

 Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy - Please bring modest swimming attire 

consistent with a church sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece bathing suit or 

if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt must be worn over your bathing suit. 

 Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 

another name for first loser"). 

 

VALUABLES- Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, and 

large amounts of money, etc. should notbe brought to camp. Campers accept 

all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own possessions. 
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