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What now?? 
 

Wonderful summer! – Excellent camps! – Amazing reunions!  So what do we do 

now? 

 For many of us the usual plan is to hold on until the next camp or the next 

reunion – living from camp to camp and reunion to reunion. Not exactly the best 

plan.   

 What if?  What if?  What if every week were like camp or reunion?  There 

is no reason it cannot be that way – unless. . . Unless we lose contact with the Spirit 

we felt at Brush Creek.  Unless we decide the only place we can find that Spirit is at 

Brush Creek.  Unless we forget what caused the wonderful experiences to happen 

for us this summer.   

 We came to Brush Creek expectant – not just hoping it would be a week of 

blessings – expecting it to be so. What if that were the way we gathered at church 

each week.   Those who preached, and taught, and played, and sang, and cooked, 

etc., came ready to serve, after much time spent in prayer and preparation.  Their 

responsibilities were a priority for them.  Those who did not carry the weight of 

responsibilities came prepared to participate by listening, offering their thoughts, 

supporting services and classes, helping wherever they could.  Is it possible to make 

these same choices at home and in our congregations?  Absolutely!! 

 We spent our week/weeks at Brush Creek away from the concerns of the 

world.  That was a choice – we could have tuned in to news broadcasts, stayed in 

touch with the day to day activities at home, been distracted by those interruptions.  

Instead, we chose to focus on the Spirit, to soak up as much as we could, to enjoy 

our relationships, to learn, and sing and praise, to be thankful and generous – to 

spend time with the God who loves us beyond measure.   

 

Do we have to wait until next year?  Absolutely not!!  God desires to bless us ALL 

YEAR wherever we are in the same uplifting way.   

 

What now?  It’s up to us. Let’s give God our focus and together we will make 

each day a Brush Creek kind of day! 

 

 

 Joan 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
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SAVE THE DATE 
Saturday, October 18, 2014 

Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference 
Salem, IL, Community of Christ 

 
Plan to gather for worship, fellowship, food, and making important decisions for the 

future of the Mission Center. 

Schedule for the Day: 

Worship – 10:30 a.m. - Michele McGrath, speaker 

Lunch – 11:45 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – bring your own; drinks provided 

Pre-Legislative Session – 1:00 p.m. 

Business Session – 1:30 p.m. 

Aloha Ladies!  

Women’s Retreat!  September 19, 20, and 21st, 2014 
 

I hope at this time you are making plans to attend our Women’s Retreat. Are you ready to come and ex-

perience the deeper meaning of the Spirit of Aloha? 

Prepare to come in the spirit of Aloha, where our existence is ultimately tied to Nature. 

Friday check in at the Brush Creek Dining Hall is at 4:00 PM. A light supper will be served at 5:00 PM.  At-

tendees will stay in the new lodge and are reminded to bring bedding and toiletries. 

Saturday will be a full day of activities and the retreat will close on Sunday with a worship service at 9:00 AM. 

The weekend will be filled with great ministry, relaxation, delicious cuisine, fun, fellowship and lots of laugh-

ter!   A Luau is planned for Saturday evening so bring your grass skirts etc. 

Registration fee for the weekend is $25. If you are only attending Saturday the fee is $20.   A registration 

form is attached to this eBridges and may be sent to ; 

Donna Bryant,     914 Shiloh Ave Effingham IL 62401    309-826-3486 djonette55@gmail.com 

To assist with planning please register by September 10th. 

For more information contact Deby Klein, email debyklein@gmail.com or 217-720-7211. 

Please plan to come and join us for a weekend of fun!  

So put on your grass skirts and have a fabulous weekend! 

 

mailto:debyklein@gmail.com
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2014 Peace 

Colloquy 
October 24-26 

  
Community of Christ Temple, Independence, Missouri, USA 

 

Come to the 21st annual Peace Colloquy, the first in a two-year series focusing on the Mission Ini-

tiative of Abolish Poverty, End Suffering. There are vital issues we need to understand to accom-

plish this initiative. 

 Where does poverty come from? 

 Why is charity not enough? 

 What do we need to learn about how "doing good" damages the most vulnerable? 

 How is God calling us to respond more holistically? 
 

Be part of this year's Peace Colloquy as we discuss and learn about approaches to abolishing poverty 

that work and are leading to sustainable, long-term change. 

 

Highlights will include 
Honoring Bread for the World with the Community of Christ International Peace Award and The 

Rev. David Beckmann, Bread for the World president’s acceptance address October 24. 

An integrated experience of the inspiring power of Community of Christ Sings and its bold hymnody 

focused on Christ’s mission.  

 Experiencing a poverty simulation for adults. 

 Jr. and Sr. High activities. 

 Peace Kids for children in kindergarten through fifth grade. 

 

Resources to help you prepare: 

Community of Christ’s Reunion 2014 Resources: Create Shalom: Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 

Millennium Development Goals 

 Stephen C. Smith’s Ending Global Poverty: A Guide to What Works (NY: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008) 

 Ken Stern’s With Charity for All: Why Charities are Failing and a Better Way to Give (NY: Doubleday, 2013) 

Robert Lupton’s Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help (NY: Harper One, 2012) 

 

Registration is now open! http://cofchrist.org/peacecolloquy/2014/registration.asp 

 

  

http://www.cofchrist.org/mission
http://www.cofchrist.org/mission
http://www.cofchrist.org/peaceaward
http://www.cofchrist.org/hymnal
http://www.heraldhouse.org/cart/edit.asp?p=345222
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://cofchrist.org/peacecolloquy/2014/registration.asp


 

Page 4 August 2014 

Will you be “IT” ?  
 

One afternoon at the June Reunion my husband and I sat on the porch of our cabin 

which faces the playground.  While watching the children play, I said to my husband; 

"there is a lot of sermons to be had from watching the kids play."    The kids were all 

so different.  It reminded me of all of the adults and how we too, are all so different.   

As we were watching,  the kids began to play hide and seek.  A small girl about 4 or 5 years old was "IT".  

She bounded up to a tree, closed her eyes and loudly counted to 10.  Then she started to look for the kids.  

The kids all hid on the playground equipment so there wasn't  many good places to hide.  One little girl 

stood behind a thin pole.  She was easy to find.  Once the girl who was "it" would find someone, she would 

gleefully call out "I found you" and would go on to the next one. 

Another child had lost interest in the game after being found and tried to end the game.  But the little girl 

that was "it" said "no.  I haven't found everyone yet." 

We are all "it" and searching.  Some people will be easy to find, while other difficult.  May we have the same 

joy when we do find someone  and the determination to continue on until all have been  found. 

 

       Karen  Switzer 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

There is no way to list everyone who helped to make the June and July Reunions a huge success.  Every per-

son involved in the reunions in any way – from the directors to the smallest child attending to those who 

couldn’t attend but supported us in prayer - was an important part of our Reunion experiences.  I want you 

all to know how very much I appreciate the selfless giving that was expressed in so many ways.  Because of 

our willingness to come together in love and peace, we were blessed in abundance by the presence of the 

Holy Spirit.  

 

My love and appreciation for all of you are boundless and impossible to express in words! 

 

May you continue to bask in the joy, hope, love and peace that filled our 2014 reunion experiences.  GOD 

IS SO GOOD! 

   Joan 
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June, 2014 Reunion Recap 
 

What a spirit filled week the June Reunion turned out to be.  Wonderful ministry, music, and sharing were 

blessings to all who were there.   

The classes were great and well appreciated to the point of asking to have them repeated so people could 

attend them all.  That’s a reunion director’s favorite complaint to deal with.  Jan Kraybill was so impressive in 

her ministry of music, teaching, and sharing with all of us.  It was incredible how she could be looking into the 

faces of the audience while singing songs and dancing on the pedals and keys of the piano so freely as if she 

became the song itself.  It was great to have Michele McGrath as one of our guest ministers.  Her words and 

actions touched many during the week.   

Brad Bryant was powerful in his ministry as a Seventy as he preached several times and taught the main reun-

ion class.  Everybody loved the technology of remote anonymous voting as he interacted with the class.  

Chuck and Kay Knapp’s class was greatly appreciated by all those who attended.  Deron Caudle and Earl 

Manker shared their Deacon ministry caring for the congregation.   Marvin Kleinau gave us a powerful mes-

sage as we worshipped one evening.   The evening service the young adults, Emily Hartford and Maggie Davis, 

planned and brought forth was powerful as well.   

Many thanks go to Angie Burkett who directed the children’s classes and activities and to all her helpers.  A 

very special blessing to the Reunion came when Karen Witt’s Cousin Marilyn Thomson, a certified Physician 

Assistant, volunteered to be our medical person for the week.  I had searched right up to time for the Reun-

ion to find such a person.  We owe many thanks to Marilyn for her giving spirit.  I gave thanks to our Lord for 

the blessing she was to our Reunion.   

Deby Klein, our Camp Pastor, brought ministry throughout the week as well as providing beautiful worship 

settings and artwork.  Trish Woodrow, our head cook, and all her great helpers gave us tasty meals the whole 

week.  Cathy Colarusso and all her helpers once again provided a canteen to be admired by all other camp-

grounds.   

I am always hesitant to try to name individuals as I have done because I know I’ll leave out some very impor-

tant people.  Joan Munter, Ann Schwengel, Donna Bryant, Stephanie Mack, Tammy Austin, Karl Herman, Joelle 

Weight and Shelley Munton also were important to making reunion happen.    

It takes many people all trying to give of their talents and time to organize a Reunion, but what made June’s 

Reunion great was you who came together and became true community.  That truly is where the spirit of the 

week resides, and that happens when we come together in anticipation expecting to be touched by the Holy 

Spirit and we certainly were.   The Holy Spirit helped us to be lifted above any issue that could have divided us 

and brought us into a loving community - Zion.   Thanks be to God. 

 

Richard Switzer 

June Reunion Director 
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Here are some comments received from on-line surveys  

and emails following the June Reunion. 
 Meaningful 

 Spiritual 

 Lifted so many Spirits 

 Holy Spirit blessed us richly 

 Powerful contribution of so many 

 Truly one of the most Spirit-filled reunions in my life 

 I loved every minute of Reunion at Brush Creek 

 I’m in love with the BCMC people 

 Worship was awesome 

 Worship and music very good 

 Good messages – nice to hear from speakers other than those locally 

 Great experience 

 Met many new friends/reconnected with people I hadn’t seen for a while 

 I have never been at such peace in all the years I have been at Brush Creek 

 World Church people were wonderful! 

 Loved the power of the music 

 Can’t imagine a more constructive week 

 Very well planned 

 Children loved their classes 

 Tenor of leadership from top to bottom was gentle, yet firm 

 Very positive reunion 

 Jan Kraybill has a gift that is capable of centering folks with joy 

 Boy, were we lucky! 

 Superior meals 

 Awesome classes  

 Helpful worship 

 Chuck and Kay’s class – excellent 

 Brad Bryant – wonder job speaking 

 Activities were good 

 Classes were awesome 

 Loved Michele and Jan 

 Great week of worship 

 Funorama was good! 

 Trivia night was quite enjoyable 

Brush Creek  

Reunion 2014 
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Here are comments from the paper surveys  

from the June Reunion. 
 

 Overall, this was an outstanding reunion. 

 One could easily see hard work, leadership and planning that went into hosting this reunion.  It is among my top 

greatest reunions at Brush Creek. 

 The speakers, music and all elements worked together. 

 Enjoyed music variety in worship 

 Michele was great 

 Wonderful worship services 

 The Holy Spirit blessed us greatly!   

 Powerfully Spirit-filled and joyful worship 

 Very good prayer service, but needed more directed prayer 

 Spirit was present during prayer services 

 Great prayer services – not typical format! 

 Good prayer services – sharing  prayers very moving 

 I loved going and hear the people talk about their experiences and what they went through 

 Prayer service was very interesting and important for us to go to 

 I like to hear what people have to say 

 Good balance in worship: youth, young adult, seniors, etc. 

 Afternoon activities were very good 

 Golf carts essential! 

 Aerobics: Neat 

 Loved the trivia night fundraiser 

 Trivia fundraiser was fun 

 Enjoyed water aerobics 

 Swimming was good 

 Ping Pong was good 

 Arts & Crafts were good 

 Love the canteen 

 Game time was good 

 Enjoyed Children’s moment 

 Backpack was good 

 Great accommodations. Love the air-conditioning! 

Brush Creek  

Reunion 2014 
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We have only received a couple of on line surveys 

since the July Reunion ended; these are the brief  com-

ments from those surveys and email: 
 

 

 Prayer services were awesome 

 Jack Ergo was great! 

 Wonderful week at Brush Creek family church camp! 

 Jack Ergo can really play and sing! Wow! 

 So much fun 

 Several were baptized.  The Holy Spirit at work!!! 

July, 2014 Reunion Afterglow 
 

Many have responded to the July Reunion and the comments can be summarized with the excla-

mation " WOW, what a wonderful week!"  My thanks to all of you who were so instrumental in 

making it such a wonderful week of praise, thanksgiving, fun, relaxation, worship, ordination, bap-

tisms, classes, MUSIC, classes, meetings, swimming, softball, fishing tournament, tractor pull, and of 

course, wonderful meals. 

 

If I began naming names, I know I would not list everyone, but if you made the least contribution 

to the events of the week, please accept my personal thanks.  I do want to give special thanks and 

recognition to the Reunion Planning Committee which worked from early spring to the reunion 

events and then some.  Your Reunion  planning committee for 2014 was Richard Switzer, Ann 

Schwengel, Brad Bryant, Donna Bryant, Joan Munter and myself. 

 

So make your plans early to attend either the June Reunion or the July Reunion, or both in 

2015.  During the remaining months till next year, I trust and pray that we will use the lessons of 

harmony and unity and Create Shalom in the circles of your activities! 

 

Glenn Webb 618-967-3450 

July Reunion Director 

Brush Creek  

Reunion 2014 
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Here are comments from the paper surveys following the July Reunion 
    

o   Enjoyed the canteen 

o   Joan did excellent ministry 

o   Worship services were different from services I have witnessed at our reunion, but I really like them 

o   Music was great and very uplifting 

o   Guest ministers were superior 

o   Great hot water & pressure in main shower building 

o   Each worship was different, and showcased the personalities of the people involved 

o   I liked that Joan asked for people’s input that related to her words shared on each day 

o   I liked all of the worship services, and felt there was something “special” and “different” each night 

o   Prayer services were great. Best ever! 

o   Very good prayer services 

o   All worship services very good 

o   Really appreciated the voting devices 

o   Brad has improved in his presentations of his sermons 

o   I enjoyed all of the prayer services I attended 

o   Very good guest ministry 

o   Chuck & Kay’s class was awesome 

o   Loved Brad’s enthusiastic delivery 

o   Lach Mackay’s message on church history was given as though he 

were speaking during 1830-1840 times 

o   Jack Ergo’s ministry of Music lifted our spirits in song. 

o    Joan did good with prayer service 

o   Great worship 

o   Loved water aerobics 

o   I love backpack time 

o   Swimming great 

o   Loved talent show 

o   Classes were very good 

o   Very good & inspirational worship 

o   Prayer services this week were awesome.  A great way to begin each day! 

o   Great speakers! 

o   Brad’s services were great o   Evening messages were inspiring 

o   Excellent prayer services  o   Liked the softball games! 

o   Worship services were excellent 

o   Jack Ergo and Brad did an inspiring job 

Brush Creek  

Reunion 2014 
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2014 Reunion videos 
  
If you weren’t able to attend reunion in person, you missed a lot, as you’ve read in earlier arti-

cles!  God was very active in people’s lives, bringing healing, hope, reconciliation, and peace in 

surprising ways! 

  

While it’s only one small part of the overall reunion experience, we broadcast and recorded the 

Sunday through Thursday reunion worship services.  The recordings can be found here: 

            www.livestream.com/CofChristBCMC 

Scroll down the page to the “video library” section at the bottom left.  You’ll find the most recent 9 

videos listed there.  Click any one of them, and you’ll launch a free replay in the “broadcast win-

dow” at the top left. 

  

If the video you’re looking for is not listed in the 9 recent ones, find the “View All Videos” blue but-

ton at the bottom center. 

  

Not sure which you’re looking for?  Refer to the reunion details page for a schedule of dates, 

speakers & topics: 

         June 2014        http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/JuneDetails.htm 

         July 2014         http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/JulyDetails.htm 

  

Already, since the start of June reunion, we have had over 8000 “viewer minutes” on this video 

site.  That means that people have been watching our live broadcasts, and/or our recordings, for 

over 133 hours. 

  

We hope you too are blessed by the ministries and blessings captured on these videos! 

 

Baptism at July Reunion 

 
Many people from the Mission Center were in attendance at a baptismal service at the July Reunion.  Two 

of those baptized were Madeline Walker and her father Josh Walker.  Feeling led by the spirit present at 

the baptism, Deana Woodward was also baptized.   

 The Fairfield congregation was then blessed to share in the confirmation service for Josh and Madeline on 

Sunday, July 27th.  A beautiful spirit was present.  Madeline attended Junior High camp this year and Josh, 

along with his wife Candace, son Jake and other daughter Cory Beth attended both Reunions.     

http://www.livestream.com/CofChristBCMC
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/JuneDetails.htm
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/JulyDetails.htm
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Member Recognized 
 

During the Sunday morning worship service of 

the July Reunion, Nancy Browne, Director of 

Development for Outreach International, ac-

knowledged the  sacrificial service of Jane Knapp 

to Outreach International.  Nancy read a pre-

pared letter which included the following state-

ments. 

 

 “I cannot imagine a more challenging task than 

to find the words to express our appreciation 

for the many, many years of service you have 

committed to the mission of Outreach Interna-

tional.” 

 “You have made a difference in the lives of 

countless people who struggle daily with the 

ravages of deep, deep poverty.” 

 Nancy pointed out that Jane’s influence has 

sparked the interest of many, many people in 

this part of the country over the years in the 

mission of Outreach International. 

 

   “Forever a humble servant, you wish not to take credit, but simply acknowledge that it is a joy 

to help and to witness what Outreach International does to transform lives.”  

 Thank you, Jane Knapp.     

 Your Mission Center loves you and appreciates your selfless contribution  

  to this worthwhile effort. 

 

http://www.outreach-international.org/ 

http://dev.outreach-international.org/
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Musical Notes 

 
For those of you who attended one or both reunions, we were blessed to 

have Jan Kraybill and Jack Ergo share with us their knowledge, passion, sto-

ries, and excitement for our new hymnal, Community of Christ Sings.  I 

think we all left with new favorites and eager to delve even more into this 

great book.  It is not only a wonderful collection of songs, but it is a won-

derful resource that can be used in many ways.  The text to a hymn was first someone’s testimony that has 

been put to music.  There are many powerful texts from reflective to stirring us  into action.  I am already 

excited to think about the reunions next summer as we become familiar with more of these hymns.  As you 

explore this hymnal in a variety of settings, I hope you will share some of the ways you have used these 

hymns as part of your worship.  I welcome testimonies of how a hymn has touched/spoken to you.  Please 

share your experiences. 

The Mission Center is planning to continue to meet in selected locations as we did on May 4th to celebrate 

singing together from our new hymnal.  Our next hymn sing will be on August 17th  at the same 3 locations in 

Decatur with Joan Munter, in Salem with Lisa Harris, and in Marion with Ann Schwengel.  In addition, the 

Effingham congregation will also be added to this date.  They had already planned a “church in the park” on 

that date with Pana and Centralia, so Brad has agreed to facilitate that group so as not to cause extra travel 

for those congregations.  Save the date on your calendar and invite someone to come with you.  If you have 

a new hymn that you would like to be sung at our August 17th sing, please contact Joan Munter, Lisa Harris, 

Brad Bryant, or Ann Schwengel.  Singing together unites us in a way nothing else can.   We have already 

scheduled our 3rd hymn sing for November 2 when we will focus on Christmas music!   

See the notice on the next page in this edition of e-bridges announcing  Jan and Jack’s concert – Dueling 

Keyboards – and the possibility of travelling together to see our favorite keyboard performers on Novem-

ber 9th!    

 

Submitted by Ann Schwengel 

 

The next BCMC Sings! will be held on Sunday, August 17, 2014,  

from 3:00 – 4:30.    Gather in Salem, Marion, Decatur, and  also... 

Effingham.   
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Let’s plan a Trip 

 
We are looking for someone in BCMC who might be interested in helping to coordinate a 

BCMC “CARAVAN”  or other travelling format, to share in this Sunday afternoon event. 

Folks interested in helping to coordinate such a trip can contact Joan Munter.  Of course, indi-

viduals and families are free to trek their on their own, to enjoy these two gifted musicians that 

blessed us so richly at both the June and July 2014 BCMC Reunions. 

Jack Ergo and Jan Kraybill: Dueling Keyboards 
 

Sunday, November 9 • 3:00 p.m. 

The Auditorium • Freewill Offering 

 
Two Community of Christ musicians began collaborating 16 years ago and 

haven’t stopped dueling since! Don’t miss this dynamic duo. 

Jack Ergo brings his fiery musicianship as conductor of the Independence 

Messiah Choir 1980–2000.  He currently works as associate professor of music at Graceland University 

in Lamoni, Iowa.  

Jan Kraybill consistently wins new audiences for the pipe organ through her local performances at Com-

munity of Christ International Headquarters and Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts. 

Come hear works for organ and piano, piano and piano, organ and organ, and more! 

 

BCMC Sings! 
 

The next BCMC Sings! will be held on Sunday, August 17, 2014,  

from 3:00 – 4:30.    Gather in Salem, Marion, Decatur,  

and Effingham.   
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Thank you for Shopping Online! 
  
For those of you who have switched some of your online shopping to the BCMC website shopping 

pages – thank you!  All of the shops listed on our website offer a percentage of sales back to BCMC, 

to help financially support our ongoing and growing ministries for Christ. 

  

As you begin to think about your personal, family or congregational Christmas (and other “everyday” 

or “special occasion”) shopping for 2014, consider doing some of it through the BCMC website! 

  

You can find a list of all of our partners at: 

            http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm 

OR, by clicking on the Shopping button on the main home page. 

  

Merely use the buttons in the left column to find stores in each category.  Shop online – no special 

codes or secret handshakes needed!  Merely link to them from the BCMC website, and make your 

purchases. 

  

If you have favorite online shopping providers that are NOT listed on this 

page, send a note to Brad Bryant (BradBryant70@gmail.com), and I’ll 

research whether we can get them added as future partners! 

 

 

 

Reunion Book Store 

 
You might remember many years ago when the Herald 

House Book Store was housed in this little trailer.  More 

recently,  books and items have been available in the room 

near the Canteen.    

Thank you for your support of the Reunion Book Store.    

Reunion visitors were able to purchase a selection of items 

from Community of Christ Herald House Publications.  Spe-

cial items concerning Church History were also available.  

Popular Christian titles were popular including Jesus Calling 

and the Godwinks series.    

     

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Shopping/shopping.htm
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Brush Creek Mission Center  Recorder 
 

 Be a Bridge to Healing! 

 
In past months or years, some folks have made an emotion-based or 

situation-based decision to withdraw their church membership from 

Community of Christ: a decision that some are growing to regret.  Some of 

these folks have already requested reinstatement of their membership, and 

it has been granted.  

If you know of people in this situation, please help them understand that we would love to welcome 

them back into “the church family”, and that the membership reinstatement process is relatively easy 

to start:  

They merely write a letter to the congregation’s pastor, requesting reinstatement of church 

membership. 

The pastor will then get some required administrative approvals, and the person can be returned to 

“member in good standing” relationship with the church. Rebaptism and Confirmation are not 

required. 

 

Please welcome our new BCMC Membership Recorder: Tanisha Chaurero, of the Pana IL congregation! 

  

Please send your Membership Recorder updates directly to Tanisha.  (Brad will forward them on to her 
too)  To aid in her training and experience, please send her your questions and reporting requests too. 

  

Tanisha Chaurero 586-557-4273 

2372 E 200 North St 

Pana IL 62557 

Appointment 

 
The Brush Creek Campground Board of Directors is pleased to announce that Phil Webb, Tunnel Hill con-

gregation, has been appointed to fill the unexpired term created by the passing of Terry Burkett. Our mis-

sion center is blessed to have the talents and willingness of Phil Webb to serve in the position held so capa-

bly by Terry Burkett. This appointment was effective July 22, 2014.  

 

Joan Munter, President 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
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Brush Creek Mission Center Financial Officer – Generosity 
 
Who knew when I accepted this position of BCMC Financial Officer that I would experience all types of 

generosity!  Fred Keenan and the NE Field Financial Officer, Ron Ross’ generosity of time providing me 

with needed information, congregational financial officer’s volunteering their time to assist me in under-

standing  the role they hold for their congregations and Donna Bryant’s constant words of encouragement 

to name a few. 

 

Camping season has just ended and I have witnessed the generosity of so many people giving generously of 

their time, talent and treasure.  So many were serving in various capacities at the various camps enabling us 

as a people to continue to provide a place for many to come and spend time together, experiencing spiri-

tual growth and finding refuge from a busy world. We are blessed.    

 

Recently, I have sent out a worksheet to the pastors and congregational financial officers to review the 

information provided by Risk Management.  This information is used to determine property/liability fall 

allocations (insurance rates to be paid by our congregations) and we all know that making sure that the 

information is accurate is so important.  Thank you all for responding so quickly. 

 

Did you know that due to the continuing generosity of church members throughout the world Community 

of Christ is making a difference.  The Teams for  Abolish Poverty/End Suffering Mission Initiative the World 

Hunger/Tangible Love Team at their Spring meeting was able to provide grants totaling more than 

$323,000 for World Hunger ministries and $48,900 for Tangible Love ministries.  There are monies avail-

able to congregations and mission centers that are willing to develop and carry out ministries that address 

poverty, hunger and injustice.  If your The websites for World Hunger www.cofchrist.org/hunger and Tan-

gible Love www.cofchrist.org/tlove provide detailed information on past and current projects as well as 

provide the necessary information should your congregation be interested in applying for grant considera-

tion.  They also include helps for anyone interested in developing proposals. Look for the World Hunger/

Tangible Love team will be participating in the October 24-26 Peace Colloquy.    Nelson Mandela’s 

quote: “ Overcoming poverty is not a task of charity; it is an act of justice… “. 

 

Fairfield Members Honored 
 

Ivan and Bonnie Holler were honored at the July 9th Blood Drive held at the 

Fairfield Community of Christ Family Life Center.   Ivan and Bonnie have been 

the lead volunteers for the Blood Drive for the past 13 years.  The two have 

spent countless hours helping to ensure that the blood drives are a success.   Porkburgers were served to 

all donors and guests.  Cake and punch was also available to everyone stopping by to honor Bonnie and 

Ivan.  The Red Cross organizers, other volunteers and the community of Fairfield expressed their appre-

ciation to Ivan and Bonnie for their warm and generous sharing all these years.   

 

David Savage, who has recently retired from school administration, will become the lead volunteer and 

facility representative.    The Fairfield Community of Christ is pleased to continue to make the Family Life 

Center available for blood drives held every six weeks.         

http://www.cofchrist.org/hunger
http://www.cofchrist.org/tlove
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What is Open Table anyway? 

  

So often we wish we knew how to really help those in pov-

erty.  Open Table provides a Model  to enable you to use 

your own vocation and life experiences to benefit a Brother 

or Sister who is struggling with poverty and suffering.  You 

don’t need to be an expert, just willing to share what you 

have learned in life.  Open Table ministries empower a 

group of people who desire to help, to enter into a healthy, 

safe relationship with a local person needing the commu-

nity’s assistance to break the bonds of poverty and suffer-

ing.  Participants agree to spend 1-2 hours each week for 

approximately one year in relationship with “your Ta-

ble”.  You will form bonds of friendship with other Table 

members and will likely be  transformed personally through-

out the process.   

  

Charlie Carter, our former BCMC Missionary Specialist, has been asked to be the church’s main contact for 

the interfaith Open Table ministries.  In weeks and months ahead, you will hear from Charlie in various ways, 

inviting you as a person, your congregation, or other community groups, to consider how Open Table minis-

tries could bless people in your community.   

  

Joan is interested in finding 1 to 3 people within BCMC, that would like to learn more about Open Table min-

istries, and help bring the message and ministry options back to the Brush Creek area, congregations & com-

munities. 

  

If you would be interested in serving in this role, or learning more about Open Table for your congregation or 

the larger Mission Center, please contact Joan Munter: JMunter@CofChrist.org or 618-292-0164. 

Witnessing Prayer 

“God, who’s out there that you are wanting me to trade stories with?  

 I need to listen to their story and they need to hear mine.  

God, bring me together with the person(s) that you would like for me to be in a  

witnessing relationship with.  In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.”  

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=JMunter@CofChrist.org


 
 
 
 
 

Brush Creek Women’s Retreat 2014 
September 19-21 

Friday 4 pm through Sunday Worship at 9 am 
Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 

  Name: ______________________________________________ 
  Address: ____________________________________________ 
  ___________________________________________________ 
  Phone: ______________________________________________ 
  Email: ______________________________________________ 
 
  Allergies: _____________________________________________ 
  Special Needs (Food or Rooming):____________________________ 
  ____________________________________________________ 
 
  Date/Time of Arrival: ____________________________________ 
  Date/Time of Departure: __________________________________ 
 
  Total Weekend Cost: $25  Saturday only: $20 
 

  Please Bring:   Bedding.  Toiletries.  An open heart.   
 

  I give permission for my photo to be used in a Community of Christ Publication:   
 (  sign) _____________________ 
 

  Return Registration Form & fees to: 
  Donna Bryant, 914 Shiloh Ave  Effingham IL 62401 
        309-826-3486  djonette55@gmail.com 



 

We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a 

world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ 

and promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

Brush Creek Mission Center      

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-516-2188 

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-

brushcreek-missioncenter.org/ 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

BCMC 2014  Dates  

Remember; 

 BCMC Sings!—Sunday afternoon,  August 17 

 Women's Retreat— Weekend of September19-21 

 BCMC Fall Conference— Saturday October 18    

 

August 15 Friday  Fish Fry at Mount Vernon Congregation  6pm 

August 17 Sunday  BCMC Sings!  3:00—4:30pm   

     Marion, Salem, Decatur, Effingham 

August 21, 22   12th Annual Health & Spirituality Workshop,  

     Independence, MO 

September 1 Monday  Labor Day 

 

Sep 6-7  Sat—Sun e3:  Becoming Signal Communities of Christ’s 

       Peace and Justice 

Sep 19-21  Fri—Sun Women's Retreat 

Oct 5  Sunday  Webcast with President Steve Veazey 

Oct 13  Monday  Columbus Day 

Oct 18           Saturday BCMC Fall Conference 

Oct 24-26       Fri—Sun Peace Colloquy—Independence 

Nov 9  Sunday  Dueling Keyboards  3pm  Independence, MO 

Nov 2  Sunday  BCMC Sings!  3:00—4:30pm   

Nov 27  Thurs  Thanksgiving 

Dec 7          Sunday  Temple Advent Service & webcast 

Dec 25  Thursday Christmas 

Dec 30-Jan 1 Tue—Thurs “Hydration” (Yuletide) Youth Retreat 

AUGUST 2014 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/

