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Please share this       

     e-Bridges with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

  Come, You Hungry 
 

We are approaching one of our favorite times of the year – no, not Spring, al-

though, wouldn’t it be wonderful if that would finally happen?  I am referring to the 

camping season at Brush Creek Campgrounds.  Plans are being made prayerfully for 

all of our youth camps and reunions – how blessed we are! 

 

The theme for our 2014 reunions is CREATE SHALOM, Abolish Poverty, End Suf-

fering.  I would like you to focus for a few moments on the first part of that theme 

– CREATE SHALOM.  As I have considered the theme I have searched for meanings 

of the word shalom, meanings beyond simply ‘peace’, which seems to be the typical 

understanding of the word.  These are some of the other words I have found which 

define shalom:  completeness, wholeness, health, welfare, safety, soundness, tran-

quility (one of my personal favorites), prosperity, perfectness, fullness, rest, har-

mony, the absence of agitation or discord.  WOW! Would it not be wonderful to 

experience these in our lives?  

 

Most of the time we think of shalom as something that will happen to us when all is 

right in our world.  We will have all of the above. We will be at peace. But let’s con-

sider shalom with the other word that precedes it in our theme – CREATE.  

 

The word CREATE is a verb – it signifies action.  Shalom does not fall on us – we 

create it in our lives as a result of the choices we make to walk with the Prince of 

Peace, to live hand in hand with Him. Being in fellowship with others of like mind 

helps us do this. In our time together at Brush Creek we will learn how to help cre-

ate shalom in the lives of others as we introduce to them the Prince of Peace, our 

Friend and Companion, by letting His light shine through us to others. 

So, how desirous are you of shalom in your life? 

 

 The table is set.     COME, YOU HUNGRY! 

 Joan 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
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Interactive Webcast Event 
 

Community of Christ President Stephen M. Veazey will talk with the worldwide church through an interactive, webcast

-only event Sunday, April 6, 6:00pm CDT.  Tune in  for the President’s Address and live question-and-answer session 

on www.CofChrist.org.  

Steve will take us deeper into the words of counsel given at the 2013 World Conference, focusing on the first six paragraphs. He 

will then answer your e-mail, Twitter, and Facebook questions.   You may pre-submit your questions about the first six 

paragraphs ahead of time, OR during the live event:  

E-mail: AskSteveVeazey@CofChrist.org; OR Social Media: #AskSteveVeazey 

 

April Activities 
  

   April 4: Volleyball Night, 6 pm-? at Salem (first Friday monthly)  

   April 6: Soup Supper & Veazey Webcast, 5 pm at Decatur  

   April 6: President Veazey's Annual Interactive Webcast, 6 p.m. Central  

  April 12:  Saturday Faithful Christian Womens Day at Fairfield 

   April 17: Maundy Thursday Communion Services:  

    Fairfield at 7 pm, Thompsonville at 7:30 pm  

   April 18: Good Friday Service, 7 pm at Thompsonville  

   April 20: Easter Worship Services:  

    Thompsonville: 7 am; Fairfield: 7 am; Mt Vernon: 10:30 am 

Faithful Christian Women’s Day at Fairfield 
 

Theme:  “we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord” 

Saturday, April 12, 2014, at the Community of Christ Church Fairfield 

  9:30-10:00     Registration and Coffee       (No charge just sign in) 

 10:00-11:00   Jeanette Cloyd 

 11:00-12:00   Susan Mack 

 12:00-1:00   Lunch will be provided 

 1:00-1:45    Stories & Songs 

 2:00-3:00    Sara Vaughan, slides of trip    to Israel 

 3:00       Evaluation and Dismiss 

 

 
The Young Adult Retreat Previously scheduled for April 11—13 has been cancelled.   

http://CofChrist.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=35dc4dcd10932f0ebafe02d2a&id=cb7ead2414&e=5e2a363e48
mailto:AskSteveVeazey@CofChrist.org
http://www.cofchrist.org/broadcast/upcoming.asp
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NEWS FLASH!!! 
  

A big change is coming to the Northeast Mission Field.  Seventy Larry 

McGuire has accepted an assignment to the Eurasia Mission Field and he and his 

wife, Kim, will be moving to the United Kingdom.  We wish them well on their 

new journey of ministry. 

 We will be blessed with the addition of Seventy Keith McMillan to our field ministry.  Keith has served 

in the Eurasia Mission Field for the past four years.  Keith will serve as the Northeast Field Missionary Co-

ordinator.  Both Larry and Keith serve as presidents of Seventy and will continue in those roles, though 

they will now lead different quorums because those are organized geographically.   

  

We welcome Keith and look forward to a lasting association with this dynamic minister! 

Announcing a Special Business Meeting 

 

On Sunday, June 15, 2014, Brush Creek Mission Center will meet in conference for a special busi-

ness meeting.  This meeting will be held just prior to the morning worship service and will begin at 

10:15.  The purpose of this meeting will be to sustain Christine Ober as our Mission Center Finan-

cial Officer and to sustain Tammy Austin as a counselor to the Mission Center President to fill that 

currently vacant position.  These are the only items to be considered in this special business meet-

ing.  It will not be a time for new business to be presented.   

Please share this information in your congregations and among your friends so that all may come 

and show their support.   
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Brush Creek Mission Center— Generous Response   

Envelope Modifications  

  

 In accordance with one of the provisions of a motion approved at the last Mission Center Conference, a new designa-

tion will be listed on the Local (left) side of your Offering envelopes – “Campground Building Fund”.  This designation 

encourages contributing to the ongoing improvements in the infrastructure of the Brush Creek Campground.  Please 

consider this need as you continue to give generously to the ministry of Jesus Christ.  Additionally, the designation 

“Missionary” will be changed to “Ministry Endowment Fund” to better reflect the long term support of the Mission Initia-

tive to “Invite People to Christ”.  These changes will take several months to take place – keep checking.  Meanwhile, you 

can make these designations by writing them in on the envelope. 

 Having accepted the position vacated by Fred Keenan as the Mission Center 

Financial Officer, I have quickly realized all that I need to learn is vast!   I know that in time I will understand a 

whole lot more, but for now I must be content in the learning process.  Our Apostle, Barbara Carter’s field 

staff have been providing me with a whole lot of information which is beginning to fill my head and my house! 

 

To the Congregational Financial Officers I would like to say “hello” and “thank you” for the work that you 

do.  It is my desire to one day be a solid support for each of you.  I look forward to meeting you all and 

spending time getting to know one another.  Many of you have offered me assistance and I thank you so 

much. 

 

The Mission Center’s 2013 financial audit was completed - our records were found to be accurate, “…the 

results of its operations and changes in fund balances for the year then ended in conformity with generally 

accepted accounting principles.”  A copy of the audit will be available at the fall conference. 

 

Until June 17th I am working at Springfield Clinic as a Manager in Patient Accounting.  June 18th I will be 

retired and resting at Brush Creek campgrounds! I live in Springfield during the work week and then travel 

home to Effingham on weekends.  I know that I can be difficult to reach so I hope that this helps…please call 

my work number during the week by dialing 217.391.0773 and on weekends call 217.347.4996.  My email 

address is cober@cofchrist.org.  I will out of the office in May for two weeks (May 6-16th). 

 

Blessings 

 Chris Ober 

mailto:cober@cofchrist.org
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High School Musical Roles 
 

Ellen and Aaron Ramos of the Salem Con-

gregation participated in their high school 

spring musical, Beauty and the Beast.  

Ellen, a senior at SCHS, provided her tal-

ents on the clarinet as part of the pit 

which performed all of the music for the 

show.  She has participated in marching 

band and concert band throughout her high school career.  For 

Aaron, a junior at SCHS, this was his first time participating in a 

play, let alone a musical.  He wanted to try it because many of his 

friends are involved in the drama department.  He landed the role 

of the Beast, and played the part wonderfully.  The show was a big 

success. 

 

Salem Members Recognized 
 
 

Salem Chamber of Commerce will be hosting an Evening of 

Honors Dinner.  Eight individuals and organizations will re-

ceive awards and the efforts of a young girl scout will be rec-

ognized.  Stan Morrison, Pastor of the Salem Congregation, 

will be one of the recipients that will receive an award on 

March 27th during the Evening of Honors Dinner.  He was named "The Boss of the Year".   He was entered into the 

contest by his Dental Staff: Jennifer Burge, Jennifer Johnson, Kendra Orrell, and Renae Jennings.    

 

The Salem Township Hospital Foundation will be receiving the Organization Award for the 

Year.  Leon Chapman, a member of the Salem Congregation,  is on Hospital Foundation 

Board.   In 2013 Leon was the recipient of the Civic Achievement Award.   

From the Marion, Illinois congregation 
 

The Marion congregation has participated in the Community Lenten Services in conjunction with the Marion Ministerial 

Alliance for over 30 years. For the last 10 years or so we have had a member on the Alliance board. Richard Switzer 

has been a past president on that board. The Lenten services are an excellent opportunity to share with Christians of 

other denominations in the sacred season of Lent & Easter. Beginning with Lent there is a worship service each week at 

a different church in Marion. Our congregation hosted on March 18. Each evening begins with a simple meal prior to the 

worship service. The services conclude on Good Friday with a noon gathering. It has been a learning experience for 

both us and others to see the uniting power of Jesus Christ. 

 

You who are my disciples must be 

found continuing in the forefront of 

those organizations and movements 

which are recognizing the worth of 

persons and are committed to 

bringing the ministry of my Son to 

bear on their lives. …and in cheer-

fulness do whatever may be permit-

ted you to perform that the bless-

ing of peace may be upon all. 

—D. and C. 151:9; 119:9c 
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Fairfield Mission Circle  
 

The Ladies Mission Circle from the Community of Christ took 

orders and sold apple dumplings to raise 

money to help the nursing home buy a reclining wheel 

chair.  The included picture was taken when the 

wheel chair was delivered to the nursing home. 

 

 

News from Georgetown 
 

  Submitted by Ernest D. Rumple   

A few years ago when Charlie Carter was urging congregations to respond daily in the missionary prayer, George-

town embraced this concept and we have found the Holy Ghost involved in our intentional missionary outreach. In 

our congregation's honoring the call to Christ's "great commission" to go into all our families, neighborhoods and 

communities inviting people to come and worship with us; we see that new people are coming. We've had to pick up 

our missionary pace to keep up with all the new people coming in and seeing what we are about. People need to real-

ize that response to the great commission requires a church structure to not only reach out, but one that also can 

absorb new disciples into the body of Christ. We've expanded our Sunday School age groups and have a well-

attended Wednesday evening Scripture Study and fellowship and many other events. Our growth opens new oppor-

tunities for new members to begin to serve in all  areas of our congregation. Look at the names in the Georgetown 

Congregation Mission Center Directory page this year and look back at our page in the directory two years ago. No-

tice all the new names this year involved in our expanded congregational programs. We pray, study scripture, invite, 

fellowship, edify and give all a chance to experience getting involved in Sunday Worship. There are many testimonies 

and healings and blessings and spiritual experiences pouring out on our people from our Heavenly Father, encouraging 

us onward to Zion. I will ask our disciples to share some of their experiences in Future E-Bridges. And our Congrega-

tion has found that bringing in Joan Munter and Brad Bryant as guest speakers have helped keep the missionary excite-

ment at a high level.   

Register NOW for 2014 International YOUTH Forum and  SPECtacular 

 
Email your name, address and general information to donnagreensavage@yahoo.com NOW if you want to attend IYF or SPEC as a 

camper or staff member.  You will qualify for an early registration discount and get in on some fundraiser activities to help offset 

some of the cost to attend.   

IYF or International Youth Forum will be held July 15 - 18, 2014 at the Community of Christ Temple in Independence, MO.  It is held 

once every four years.  Is this your year to attend within that four year window?    SPEC will be held July 19 - 26, 2014 on the cam-

pus of Graceland University in Lamoni, IA.    SPEC is held every year.  Transportation will be provided.    These events are designed 

for High School age campers.  Staffers are needed from the BC Mission Center. 
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Thompsonville Food Pantry   
 

From Jane Pinkham, Coordinator 

Thompsonville Community of Christ Food Pantry 

 

 

July of this year, 2014 will mark the tenth anniversary of the 

Thompsonville Community of Christ Food Pantry. 

 

I grew up in Thompsonville and was well aware of the poverty in that 

small village, and I made it a matter of prayer and concern to do some-

thing about it.  I approached our pastor Bill Morris about the possibility 

of having a food pantry through our church.  Bill and the congregation got 

behind this idea and we ran with it.  First, I drafted a letter to the other 

churches in town and neighboring towns asking for donations and/or vol-

unteers, as I felt this should be a community project.  Letters were sent 

out to all the grocery stores as well as all the clubs and service organiza-

tions in Franklin County.  From Restaurants to individuals on my Christ-

mas card list, I asked everyone I knew for help. 

I talked to another church north of us who had a food pantry and their coordinator gave me some ideas on what they usually give to 

their recipients.  She also told me that their church had an allotted monthly amount budgeted for the food pantry.  I knew our church 

would not be able to put such an expense in our budget, and I hoped that my vision was not a pipe dream. 

 

Two months later, starting on a shoe string with donations from our congregation and a twenty-five dollar gift certificate from a local 

grocer, we opened our doors, for the first time.  Foods such as bags of beans, cornbread mix, pancake mix, syrup, spaghetti, spaghetti 

sauce, oatmeal, tuna, and tuna helper, hot dogs, macaroni and cheese had been purchased.  These are items I like to call "stick to 

your ribs," things that would last more than one meal and would be substantial nourishment. 

 

I chose the third Saturday of each month from the hours of 8am-12pm, (later changed to 8-10am) to give out our boxes of food.  I 

chose this date because usually those who receive their monthly assistance check on the first or third of each month, would be run-

ning short about that third week and could use a little help to make it to their next check. 

 

That first month we had three recipients.  It was very disappointing; however,  not to be deterred we tried it again the next month.  

The second month we had eleven recipients.  Although we had flyers and word of mouth throughout our town, an idea came to me 

to advertise in the local newspaper in the "up and coming" section.  One can advertise in that section for free, and free sounded good 

to me!  As soon as the newspaper came out, I started getting phone calls from residents from all over Franklin County, asking me if 

this food pantry was for residents of Thompsonville only or was it for anyone.  My answer was the same in every case, if you are in 

need, come and you will be given food.  It was then that I realized I had been thinking of my little village, which I knew to have pov-

erty, but hadn't even considered other towns.  My vision had been narrow and God wanted to expand my territory.  Our food pan-

try now covers to all of Franklin County. 
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It wasn't long before we started getting regular, monthly donations from other churches, the Lion's Club of Thompsonville, the Girl 

Scouts, individuals, our congregation, school fund raisers, and businesses.   Although the money was coming in, it wasn't long before 

we realized that the donations were not going to be enough to cover retail food prices.  Our recipient total was now fifty to sixty 

families.  In an effort to help, Ann and Jon Schwengel gave me the website for the St. Louis Area Food Bank and I filled out an appli-

cation.  We passed all the necessary requirements including sustaining our food pantry for a year.  As an agency with the St Louis 

Area Food Bank we could get larger quantities of food at a much lower rate - as little as ten cents a pound.  The only drawback was 

someone had to drive to St Louis and get the food.  Since Ann and Jon Schwengel were retired, they volunteered to pay to rent a 

trailer to make the trip every month.  And make the trip they did, in all kinds of weather, waiting as patiently as they could to get 

their turn to shop.  Within two years, an opening came about to become an agency for USDA and receive some food free of charge.  

We like free!  We filled out the necessary paperwork and started receiving USDA foods.  The best news came when for a small 

monthly fee; the Food Bank would deliver food to us.  Ann and Jon no longer had to drive to St Louis.  It would, however, be neces-

sary to order online, so Ann was given instructions and passwords in order to do this.  All we need do is meet the truck and put the 

food away.  Much of the food that can be ordered is frozen.  The frozen food in most cases is a more nutritious choice.  We have 

three freezers but were always scrambling to find congregation members who have freezer room for a couple of days, till the food 

can be handed out.  This is not a good policy for many reasons, so we have plans to purchase a walk in freezer through a grant from 

the World Church. 

 

Six years ago we planned a pancake and sausage breakfast for the food pantry recipients in November.  All the items-- the pancake 

mix, sausage, milk, juice, paper plates-- were donated.  It was such a success that we still have the breakfast every year.  It gives us a 

chance to sit and fellowship with the recipients, get to know them personally, address any concerns they may have, and it gives them 

a sense of worth.  In fact we have four volunteers who help with the boxes and carrying out to the vehicles that are also recipients. 

 

Five years ago we started giving Christmas presents to the children of our recipients who are twelve years of age or younger.  All 

the toys, games, and other items (such as gloves and scarves) are donated by our congregation, family members, other churches.  

Lead by Karla Stewart, our youth have a shopping day with a contest to see which team can get the most gifts for the least amount 

of money.  They do a great job!  This year, in addition, our plan is to give school supplies to the children of the recipients in July.  All 

the supplies will also be donated.  People are so generous. 

 

We've come a long way in ten short years.  Today, we serve upwards of two hundred families each month.  My favorite part in 

working the food pantry is when I open the doors and hear the "good mornings, the "hellos", the smiles, the hugs, and handshakes.  

There is no amount of food that we can give them that can match what we receive from our recipients.  It is such a blessing.  I am 

constantly amazed at the generosity of others who continue to give of their time and monies to keep our doors open every month 

and every year.  If you or your congregation would like to help in any way, please feel free to contact me - we are always in need of 

a strong back or donated food. 

I may have had the vision, but the wonderful people from the Thompsonville Community of Christ, other churches, businesses, 

clubs, individuals, family, and friends, got it started. God keeps it going. 

 

Cordially, 

Jane Pinkham, Coordinator 

Thompsonville Community of Christ Food Pantry 

Thompsonville Food Pantry continued  
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Elijah Update from Amanda 
 

It has been my intention for awhile to send an email to Brad to send out to the mission 

center.   I apologize that I haven’t sent something sooner.  I know everyone has in-

vested much time in prayer on Elijah’s behalf and I would like to share part of his jour-

ney with all of you. 

 

I would like to start off first explaining some about Elijah’s injury.  I’m not sure how much information was given and I 

want everyone to understand the severity of Elijah’s injury to fully appreciate the miracle that has taken place.  Elijah suf-

fered a massive brain hemorrhage of sudden onset in august.  He has always been a very healthy and gifted child, he did 

not have any symptoms of being sick.  It turns out Elijah had an AVM in his brain, which is basically a tangled knot of 

blood vessels, that no one knew was there.  It’s something that has been there since his brain was formed. Normally 

AVM’s do not cause problems.  The doctors said that they usually only rupture in about 1% of people who have them.  So 

even if we had known that Elijah had an AVM it would not have been treated or removed.  The doctors also said that a 

case like Elijah’s of such sudden onset only occurs in about 1 in 50 million people.  Elijah went from talking and laughing to 

a few minutes later screaming that his head hurt.  About 15 minutes after that he was unconscious and seizing.  Elijah was 

transferred from our local hospital to St. Louis, where upon arrival the ICU Dr. stated they would monitor Elijah for a 

couple of hours, but there wasn’t really anything they could do. Elijah’s CT showed that his entire brain was covered with 

blood, and his blood was no longer clotting so they could not attempt any procedures because he would bleed out.  The 

Dr. was surprised that he was even transferred because his injury was too severe to survive.  Elijah began receiving medi-

cation to help his blood start clotting again and they began to work.  The neurosurgeon that came in that morning was 

willing to take a chance and operate.  He gave me a 50% chance that Elijah would survive the surgery, and a 5% chance 

that he would actually have any chance of recovery.  We recently saw the neurosurgeon for a check-up.  He said Elijah 

was the closest to death he has ever seen anyone be without actually dying.  He also said that every other neurosurgeon 

and Dr. that has seen Elijah’s CT’s or been a part of his care told him he was crazy for wasting time and money on a case 

that had no chance of survival.  Elijah has surpassed everyone’s idea of what was possible.  Even the neurosurgeon that 

took a chance on him didn’t expect that Elijah would recover as much as he has. 

 

Elijah has therapy 3 hours a day 4 days a week.  He is able to walk on his own now, however his right leg is still weak so 

he walks with a limp and needs help on uneven surfaces and with stairs.  He doesn’t have the use of his right arm.  He has 

feeling in it, so it isn’t paralyzed, but he has no voluntary control.  He still cannot speak much.  He is able to make sounds 

and say a couple of words but he is mostly unable to verbally communicate.  He is able to eat by mouth and has gotten 

back to eating the usual foods he likes.  He has trouble understanding verbal instructions or questions.  He is having to re

-learn how to do everything with his left hand, as he was right handed before.  He gets frustrated easily when he doesn’t 

understand what you are saying or he can’t perform a task like he used to.  Elijah started back to school 2 weeks ago.  He 

goes for 2 hours in the afternoon. He spends 1 hour in the special ed. room working on course work, and 1 hour back in 

his regular 5th grade classroom doing rotations such as art and music.  He is currently at about a 1st grade level on his  

course work.  He still gets fatigued and his attention span is short so requires lots of breaks during therapy.  We are still 

working on daily activities such as self- care and toileting.  The doctors can’t give a good estimate of how much Elijah will 

continue to recover.  His brain is continuing to heal and grow since he is young. They say the most recovery happens in 

the first year after injury, so it is possible that Elijah can still overcome some of his deficits. 

 

 

 



 

   2014 Youth Camps 

 
Yes, it’s getting to be that time of year again!! Spring has sprung, 

school’s almost done and summer is right around the corner!!  

Time to bust out the twin bed sheets, flip flops, super-duper-ultra 

bug spray, and head to Brush Creek!!  

Don’t forget to bring some friends along too. We’re all excited and 

can’t wait to see you!!  

For those of you going to  

Junior Camp, it will be held June 8 - 12, 2014  

Sr. High Camp, it will be held June 21 - 27, 2014  

Jr. High Camp will be held July 5 - 11, 2014  

  

Camp registration forms are online at  

  http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/Camps/Registration2014.pdf   
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Elijah Update continued 
 

We can never thank all of you enough for the prayers and concern that you have offered.  The gifts, cards 

and visits mean more than you know.  Elijah still continues to read the cards that he has received and I 

know that it brings him joy to see your kind words.  Elijah is a constant reminder to me of God’s love and 

promise; he is a testament that God still performs miracles.  Elijah didn’t only survive, he is recovering in a 

way that can’t be explained.  I would continue to ask all of you to remember Elijah in your prayers.  It has 

always been my prayer that Elijah would receive a total and complete healing.  He has come so far and I am 

forever grateful for the devotion that you have shown in praying for him. 

Love, 

Amanda, Elijah and Corinne 

Reunion Tech Help Wanted 

 
If you plan to attend either June or July BCMC Reunions this summer, and would be willing to assist with "technology 

support", we would welcome the help.  Assistance is needed in the areas of projection help, sound booth, and  live-

broadcast help.  We do plan to broadcast our Reunion worship services for those unable to attend.  This is a won-

derful service allowing saints all over the country to get on-line and be a part of the Reunion worship service 

 

Basic sound-board skills or windows-based computer skills are all that is needed, and a willingness to learn how to 

launch, operate, and host our "live stream" broadcast. 

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/Camps/Registration2014.pdf
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  June Reunion Invitation 

 

 
Time is moving on for us.  I hope you are filling out your registration forms or have 

done so already.  The June reunion promises to be a great week of fellowship and 

worship. 

 

I know this week will be just as spiritually uplifting as always.  Plan to come with a spirit 

of anticipation and willingness to receive.  As the time nears begin to add the reunion 

in your prayers.  The rich fellowship of catching up with old friends and families, and 

meeting new faces will fill us again with a sense of real community. 

 

The reunion this year will be centered on the church’s five mission initiatives.  Our overall theme is:  “Create Sha-

lom, Abolish Poverty and End Suffering”.    The speakers for the week will be:  Michelle McGrath, Sunday morn-

ing; Brad Bryant, Sunday evening; Marvin Kleinau, Monday evening; Michelle McGrath, Tuesday evening; Young Adults, 

Wednesday evening; Jan Kraybill, Thursday evening; and Michelle McGrath, Friday morning. 

 

Brad Bryant will be teaching the reunion text.  Chuck and Kay Knapp will be leading a class sharing their experiences of 

building relationships with young people using an approach they adapted from “Divine Alignment”, by Squire Rushnell.  

They have experienced a lot of interest and sharing with many young people.  Jan Kraybill will be teaching classes on 

“Presiding and Planning Worship” and Hymns and Hymnal history.  We are fortunate to have Lachlan Mackay to be 

with us for two afternoons.  He will be sharing on “An Introduction to Latter-day Seekers Ministry”.  His sessions are 

always interesting and educational. 

 

There will be wonderful worship and fellowship experiences shared through music, the spoken word, and the hearing 

of each other’s story as we share the week as true community.  A week of reunion is a tremendous opportunity to 

refocus our lives and to be strengthened in our faith as Christ’s disciples.   

 

Make your plans now to be there in June to be uplifted and spiritually fed. 

 

       Richard Switzer,  June Director 

Reunion Registration 

  

In addition to finding the Paper Registration Form for our 2014 Reunions in this edition, you can also find it 
linked on our 2014 Reunion web page, at: 

 http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/reunion.htm,  

or the short link here: http://bit.ly/BCReunion2014 

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/reunion.htm
http://bit.ly/BCReunion2014
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July Reunion Invitation  

  
I want you to plan a once in a lifetime experience during the week beginning July 12 at the 

Brush Creek Reunion Ground.  We are planning an extra-ordinary week of inspiring music, 

challenging sermons, friendship renewal, great meals and refreshing free time activities. 

 

We are fortunate to have the unusual opportunity to have Jack Ergo, now serving as an Asso-

ciate Music Professor at Graceland University, as one of our guest ministers.  Joining Jack are 

Lachlan (Lock) MacKay, Director of Historic Sites, and our own Brad Bryant, Brush Creek 

Mission Incentives Coordinator.  Ms. Sandra Ferguson, will join us with "chats" about estate 

planning.  You can readily see that from July 12-18, we will strive to provide you an opportu-

nity for relaxation, spiritual uplift, and fellowship. 

 

Plan now to register early.  Registration forms are available on-line.  Mrs. Donna Bryant is eager and ready to get you 

registered and meet your needs for housing.  Bring the family.  Pack the bathing suits for the day and night 

swims.  Don't forget the ball gloves for at least a couple of softball games involving all ages.   

 

I look forward to seeing all of you.  Don't forget also that Richard Switzer and the Reunion Planning Committee have 

a great Reunion Week planned for June 14-20.  My wife Phyllis and I plan to attend both Reunions so please join us. 

 

    Glenn Webb,  July Reunion Director  

  

A Few Reunion Changes 
  

As you begin to make your packing plans to attend the 2014 Brush Creek Reunions, here are a few items you'll want to be aware of: 

 We will not be offering a "General Store" this year, so be sure to bring your essentials, or plan a visit to merchants in Salem or 

Flora to "stock up" as needed. 

 We will not be offering any raffles or auctions this year. 

 We WILL be offering a selection of items for sale, from the Community of Christ Historic Sites.  Historic Sites director Lachlan 

Mackay is one of our guest ministers for both reunions, and is bringing along several interesting items from the Nauvoo and 

Kirtland Gift Shops, for your shopping convenience.  Maybe you can even start your 2014 Christmas shopping during Reunion! 

 We WILL also be offering a selection of items from Herald House.  Joan is working closely with Herald House to identify spe-

cific items of interest, and to have them available.  Included in this selection will be the Adult Reunion Text. 

Sales at the Reunion "book & gift shop" will be cash or check only.  We will not have the ability to accept credit/debit cards.  Supplies 

will be limited to what is "on hand", but if you miss out on a favorite, most will also be available for purchase "online" when you get 

back home, either at www.HeraldHouse.org or www.RedBrickStore.com. 

If you have specific items you'd like to request be available (to save you from paying shipping costs in the future), please let Joan know 

and we'll see what we can arrange! 

http://www.HeraldHouse.org
http://www.RedBrickStore.com
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2014 Historic Sites Bus Tour Invitation 
 

Community of Christ Historic Sites next bus tour “Sing the Sacred Story” scheduled 

for October 6-15th.  

Historic sites  Plano Stone Church, the Sacred Grove of Palmyra, New York, and 

Nauvoo, Illinois.  

  Be among the first to register for this exciting journey! Tour price is only $1,375 per person for a double 

occupancy room and $1,875 for a single occupancy room. Your tour fee covers all lodging accommodations, 

transportation (to/from Independence, MO), tour admission fees for all sites and museums, and most meals.  

Tour information and a reservation form are attached. For more information, contact Barbara Walden, 

Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation director by phone at: (440) 477-9562; or via email at: bwal-

den@HistoricSitesFoundation.org     

  Barbara Walden, Executive Director  Community of Christ Historic Sites Foundation 

 

To:   BCMC Council Members  

From:  Joan Munter 

 

Last summer the council came together for a meeting during reunion.  We are again planning to 

meet on Sunday afternoon, this time at both reunions.  Hopefully each of you will be able to make 

at least one of the meetings.  If you are available to attend on both dates you are certainly welcome.  

Your input is so important.  

Dates and times for the meetings are: 

Sunday, June 15, 2014, 3:30 

Sunday, July  13,  2014, 3:30 

Please send me any questions or concerns that you would like to discuss with the group.  Between 

now and the dates of these meetings, please add this gathering to your prayer list.  As the dates get 

nearer, I will provide you with an agenda for each of the meetings.   

Thank you for your willingness to share your gifts in this way.  May God bless us as we consider the 

needs for our Mission Center so that we are better able to move forward in the mission of Jesus 

Christ.     
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CALL TO MUSICIANS FOR REUNION 

 

We have two great musicians joining us at our 2014 BCMC Reunions!  

Jan Kraybill, principle organist for the church, and Jack Ergo, associate 

professor of music at Graceland University, will be sharing their ministry 

and talents with us, as we gather for our reunion week at Brush Creek 

campground! 

To better take advantage of their presence & knowledge, we invite everyone to bring your instru-

ment to Reunion!  Adults, youth, any age!  This opportunity to learn from Jan and Jack is rare.   

If you’ll let us know ahead of time, what instrument(s) you play and are bringing, then Jan & Jack 

can be better prepared with appropriate music arrangements.  Please send a response to Ann 

Schwengel (annschwengel1@gmail.com) to let us know what instruments you play.  Get those in-

struments out of the closet and start warming up!  I am expecting the 2014 Reunions to be memora-

ble.   

     Ann Schwengel 

 

To:  BCMC Pastors and Counselors  

From:  Joan Munter 
Since our reunions seem to be the best time for us to gather, we will once again meet at the Brush Creek 

Community of Christ for fellowship and discussion.   Dates and times for the meetings are: 

Sunday, June 15, 2014, 1:30 

Sunday, July 13,  2014, 1:30 

Feel free to attend both meetings if you are available.  Much of what we discuss will be the same at each 

meeting, but the opportunity for fellowship will change as others are only available for one of the meetings.  

Let’s spend time together sharing our needs and being uplifted by each other for the task of leadership.   

Please send me any questions or concerns that you would like to discuss with the group.  Between now and 

the dates of these meetings, please add this gathering to your prayer list.  As the dates get nearer, I will pro-

vide you with an agenda for each of the meetings.   

I look forward to our time together so that I can express to you face to face how much it means to work 

with such a dedicated and valuable group of people as our BCMC pastors and counselors.   

 

mailto:annschwengel1@gmail.com
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DAILY  THEMES  AND  

HYMNS  FOR  REUNION 

 
Sunday – Come You Hungry 
             CCS #227 –   
 Come Now, You Hungry 
 
 
Monday – Transformation at the 
Table      CCS #285 –  
 For Everyone Born 
 
 
Tuesday – Generosity on the 
Street  CCS #273 –  
 Draw the Circle Wide 
 
 
Wednesday – Justice in the 
Neighborhood 
             CCS #286 –  
 Let Justice Flow Down 
                    
 
Thursday – Wholeness in the 
Village  CCS #290 –  
 When the Poor Ones 
 
 
Friday – Feed My Sheep 
              CCS #586 –  
 The Summons  

 
HOW  CAN  WE  KEEP  FROM  SINGING 

 

 
  I am hoping to hear about your experiences with the new hym-

nal, not only in the singing of the hymns, but in all the ways it 

has been a tool for you.  The great diversity of hymn texts helps 

us express and sing the mission we claim.  What we sing mat-

ters.  The words and music together can inspire us and move us 

into mission.  I have a very fond memory of my mother humming 

hymns as she went about her daily housework.  As I think of that 

now, I realize the importance of “singing” our faith and how 

hymns help to ground us just as other spiritual formation prac-

tices do.  President Veazey tells how he keeps the hymnal by his 

bedside and uses it as a daily devotional.  Have any of you tried 

it?  What a wonderful way to start your day or to bring closure to 

your day.   

 I am so excited about our singing at both Reunions this summer!  

We are very fortunate to have Jan Kraybill, the Principal Organist 

for the World Church, as our guest for the June Reunion.  Jack 

Ergo, Associate Professor of Music at Graceland University, will be 

our guest for the July Reunion.   After speaking to each of them, 

we are in for a treat and a great opportunity to learn from them.  

Saturday evening of both Reunions will be a great night of sing-

ing and “officially” launching our hymnal.  Don’t miss this opening 

night!   Jan and Jack will be offering some exciting and helpful 

classes during the week.  These days, there is an “app” for every-

thing.  But if you come to Reunion and would like to learn more 

about planning worship , there’s a “class” for that.  Don’t worry…

you don’t have to be a musician for this class.  If you want to 

learn more of the new hymns, there’s a “class” for that.  In our 

preparation, I have chosen a hymn to support each daily theme 

and ask that each congregation learn these in the weeks before 

Reunion.  These are very singable, and I am confident that you 

can learn them.   

I have listed the hymns below.  If 

there is a congregation who does not 

have an instrument to accompany 

the hymns, I am willing to make a 

cassette recording if it would be 

helpful.   

I encourage you to continue exploring this wonderful new book of songs.  Please share with me 
some of your new favorites and experiences with the hymns.  May the hymns we sing continue to 
echo in our heart and inspire us to live out our mission.  I share this thought from theologian and 
author, Henri Nownen.   “When our words become flesh in our own lives and the lives of others, we 
can change the world.”  May our singing help us change the world.     

Email me at annschwengel1@gmail.com.   

mailto:annschwengel1@gmail.com
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From the Reunion Registrar  
 

If you are planning to attend either or both of the 2014 Reunions at Brush Creek, please send in your registration 

form and fees as soon as possible.  As of March 26th, we already have 53 people registered for June reunion, and I 

fully expect that number to keep climbing. 

 

Lodge rooms are quickly filling up for June, and may be unavailable soon, especially in the newer lodge.  I cannot 

hold a room or location until I receive both your registration form and payment of registration fees.  For those of you 

who register online, I need verification of fee-payment through PayPal, OR a check in the mail (payable to Community 

of Christ), whichever method works best for you. 

 

If you maintain a cabin please let me know right away whether or NOT you will be using that cabin during each of 

the reunions.  I need to receive your registration form and fees also.  If you have already sent that notice to me, thank 

you.  If you’re planning to stay in your own Camper or RV, please register and pay your registration fees too! 

 

Registration for both reunions is essential to help us plan for food, classes, materials, services and many other aspects 

of our camping experience.  Please register and pay right away, to take advantage of the “early registration” discounts 

for both reunions!  (see details on the registration form) 

 

You can register using these links: 

Print and mail in a paper registration form, linked here: http://bit.ly/BCReunion2014 

Online registration form (complete once for each person in your group): http://bit.ly/BCReuReg14 

Online payment of registration fees: http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/DonateReunion.htm 

    (using Debit/Credit Cards, or a PayPal account)  

 

I look forward to seeing all of you at Brush Creek.    Donna Bryant Registrar 

       309-826-3486   djonette55@gmail.com 

Here are a few things to remember: 

 Send in your registration for each Reunion before the early bird registration deadline and save $5 per camper.  (Discounts for 

June registration & payment by May 14; July payments due by June 12) 

 There will NOT be a general store this year, so remember to bring along all of your essentials 

For all you parents and grandparents who are bringing someone else's minor children with you:   

 It is necessary to have a signed medical consent form at camp by the beginning of camp.  This MUST be signed by the legal 

parent or guardian.  This is a requirement for all camps, to aid in medical needs that may arise during camp.  Find the 

Medical Release form on page 2 of the registration form.  A camper without this form may be asked to go home, and come 

back with a signed form. 

Registration will be held the Saturday of both Reunions from 2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. in the Dining Hall.  There will also be a 

chance to register on Sunday afternoon as well, for those who come in later. 

http://bit.ly/BCReunion2014
http://bit.ly/BCReuReg14
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Events/DonateReunion.htm
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2014 Reunion Information on the BCMC Website 
 

As in prior years, you can monitor the BCMC Reunion web pages, for unfolding information about plans for both of our 2014 Reun-

ions.  You can visit this constantly changing page for details: 

    http://bit.ly/BCReunion2014 

On that page, you'll find current attendance counts, links to paper and online registration forms, directions to the camp, etc. 

Look in the LEFT column on the same page, and you'll find buttons to take you to 2 new pages, providing June and July de-

tails.  Clicking there will show you what we currently know about each reunion.  I keep these as up to date as possible, based on 

information from the directors, teachers, and other reunion staff, who are all hard at work, planning another year of awesome Re-

union experiences for you!   

 

Looking forward to sharing the week with you!  Register early, for the best discount! 

 

Reunion Online Registration & Payments 

 
As we mentioned in the February e-Bridges, we're offering ONLINE Registration for the 2014 Reunions for the first time.  You can find 

the online registration page at http://bit.ly/BCReuReg14. 

 

Please complete one online registration form for each person attending in your family/group. 

Once you've registered the people, come back to the same page, and you'll find another NEW feature: the ability to pay your registra-

tion fees (and other donations) online, using either a PayPal account, or your favorite credit/debit card.   

 

How does it work? 

1. Click the "HERE" link in the first bullet (above the registration form) 

2. You'll be taken to a "donation page", where you can select to pay fees for either the June or July Reunion. 

3. No matter HOW you're paying, click the appropriate large DONATE button 

4. Enter the amount of your donation (to cover your family's registration fees, and optionally air-conditioner and/or other reunion dona-

tions) 

5. If you already have a PayPal account, log in with the information in the lower right. 

If you do NOT have a PayPal account use the small "continue" link in the lower left. 

6. Complete the form with your credit/debit card info on the secure PayPal site, and press the "Review Donation and Continue" button. 

Your PayPal or credit/debit card will be charged for the amount of your fees, and you will not need to mail in a check to Donna.  If you 

do not pre-pay your air-conditioner fees via PayPal, Donna will collect those fees from you when you arrive at camp. 

And YES, 2014 Youth Camp fees can also be paid via PayPal, using similar buttons on the Youth page: 

    http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/youth.htm 

We are NOT offering online Youth Camp registration forms, because of the legal requirements for parent/guardian signatures, etc.  So, 

for Youth Camps, we still rely on paper registration forms, but YES you CAN pay 2014 Youth Camp fees electronically, if you 

choose via PayPal. 

Please let Brad Bryant know if you have suggestions for improving our online registration and/or payment proc-

ess!  (BradBryant70@gmail.com) 

 

http://bit.ly/BCReunion2014
http://bit.ly/BCReuReg14
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/youth.htm
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
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Evangelists / Congregations 

 
John Etcheson  

Beardstown,   Centralia, 
Decatur  

 

Marvin Kleinau  
Fairfield,   Massac Creek 

Sparta 
 

Jane Knapp 
Carbondale, Marion 

 

Gordon Lambert  
Bloomington,   Flora 

Sikeston 
  

Bill Morris 
Mt. Vernon, Taylorville 

  

Ray Sills 
Brush Creek,   Tunnel Hill 

 

Earl Smith 
Effingham,   Georgetown 

Pana 
 

Richard Streibich 
Eldorado,   Salem 

 

Richard Switzer 
Poplar Creek,  
Massac Creek 

 

Dale Warren 
Jacksonville,   Sawyerville 

Springfield 
 

Karen Witts 
Martinsville 

Thompsonville 

Evangelists Prayer Warriors 

 

The prayers of the People,  the Congregations, the Evangelists, and the Mis-

sion Center Leadership, continue to make things happen in our congrega-

tions.   

 
Just a little, heart-felt thank you to those who are praying and continuing to 

make blessings happen across the Mission Center.  

   Joan 

2014 Titus Team 

 

Invite People to Christ 

Phyllis Thistlewood, Massac Creek 

Megan Pierce, Mount Vernon 

Lori Manker, Jacksonville 

Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 

Jon Schwengel, Thompsonville 

Nathan Mack, Salem 

Jane Pinkham, Thompsonville 

Pursue Peace on Earth 

Karen Witts, Decatur 

Sue Green, Fairfield 

Marina Zaring, Effingham 

Develop Disciples to Serve 

Ann Schwengel, Thompsonville 

Bob White, Eldorado 

Stefanie Mack, Martinsville 

Experience Congregations in Mission 

Doug Mack, Flora 

Sue Mack, Flora 

Rhiannon Bridgeman, Fairfield  

  

 2014 BCMC Titus Team 
 

As you likely remember, Brush Creek Mission Center has 5 "Titus Teams", each 

focused on one of the five Mission Initiatives of the church.  These people and 

teams are available to assist and strengthen the ministry of Christ, as represented 

through your congregation.  If you would like additional resources, ideas or assis-

tance, with any of the 5 Mission Initiatives, contact the appropriate team, or Brad 

Bryant (BradBryant70@gmail.com). 

 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com


We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a 

world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ 

and promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

Brush Creek Mission Center      

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-

brushcreek-missioncenter.org/ 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

BCMC 2014  Dates  

   

Apr 6            President Veazey’s Annual Address & webcast 6pm CDT  

  www.CofChrist.org  

Apr 12  Sat  Fairfield Faithful Christian Women's Day 

Apr 11-13 Fri—Sun Young Adult Retreat CANCELLED  

Apr 20               Sunday  Easter 

May 3-4 Sat—Sun e3: Holistic Evangelism: Being in Relationship with 

        Got and Others  

May 17-18 Sat—Sun Graceland University graduation 

May 26  Monday  Memorial Day 

Jun 8-12 Sun—Thurs Junior Camp 

Jun 14-20 Sat—Fri June Reunion 

Jun 21-27 Sat—Fri Senior High Camp 

July 4  Friday  Independence Day 

Jul 5-11        Sat—Fri Junior High Camp 

Jul 12-18        Sat—Fri July Reunion 

Jul 15-18    Tues—Fri International Youth Forum USA 

Jul 19-26          Sat—Sat Spectacular 

Sep 6-7  Sat—Sun e3:  Becoming Signal Communities of Christ’s 

       Peace and Justice 

Sep 19-21  Fri—Sun Women's Retreat 

Oct 18           Sat  BCMC Fall Conference 

Oct 24-26       Fri—Sun Peace Colloquy—Independence 

Nov 27  Thurs  Thanksgiving 

Dec 7          Sunday  Temple Advent Service & webcast 

Dec 25  Thursday Christmas 

Dec 30-Jan 1 Tue—Thurs Yuletide Youth Retreat 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.CofChrist.org


Medical Treatment Consent 
I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of 

___________________________________________ hereby authorize any necessary 

medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also 

guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medial treatment. (Physician, 

hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  and authorize release as necessary of 

HIPAA Protected Health Information.  
 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant 

acknowledges that even though every effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free 

environment, incidents may occur. 

 In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

of the Community of Christ, for participation in this event, we (I) being 21 years of 

age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-participant, 

if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 

to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of  Christ and 

the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 

negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and 

expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the 

child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip 

or activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s 

name) participation in activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, 

including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. 

I have deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for 

participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has 

the necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is 

approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want                                   _______________ 

(child’s name) to participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Photo & Video Release 
 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I 

hereby give consent to and authorize the taking of photographs or video tape in which 

the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 

pictures or video, , and authorize their use for any and all official resource, use or 

purpose,  including but not limited to print, film, or electronic media and reproduction 

or digital representation on the internet/world wide web.   

 

Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release 

and consent. 

  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 

 

 

Payment: Sponsor = $              , Camper = $              , Check #s:_____ / CASH 

GENERAL INFORMATION: Camp Attending: _____________________  

Camper's Name: 

Age: Birth date: Shirt Size: Sex: Male/Female  

Grade Going into in Fall: Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip  

Email:  Have you previously 

attended a BCMC camp? Church/Congregation: 

Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 

Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  

Work Phone:  Home  Cell   
 
Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: _____________________ 
  
WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Name  Relationship  Phone  

Address  Cell Phone  

City  State  Zip  

MEDICAL HISTORY 

1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. (if none, so state) _________________ 

2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic     

    medical condition? (If so, please explain. (If none, so state))  

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Does camper carry medications on person? (If none, so state) ___________ 

Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 

Purpose: _______________________________________________________  
4. Does camper require prescription medications? (If none, so state) ________ 

Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 

Purpose: _______________________________________________________ 

5. Family Physician: ____________________Phone: ____________________ 

Office: ___________ Address: _____________________________________ 

6. Health Insurance Co: ________________                     Phone: ___________ 

Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________  
Group No.: _____________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 

7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? (If "yes,"  

describe. if "no," so state)__________________________________________ 

8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other 

personal concerns that the camp staff should know about for the camp? 

_______________________________________________________________ 



 

2014 CAMP REGISTRATION FORM 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org 

 

Schedule/Registration for Summer Youth Camps 
 
REGISTRATION FOR ALL CAMPS STARTS AT 3:30 P.M. AND ENDS AT 5:00 P.M. 

ON THE FIRST DAY! 

CAMPS CLOSE FOR ALL CAMPS ON THE FINAL DAY AT 11:00 A.M. 

PLEASE MAIL THE FORM TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE CAMP YOU WILL BE 

ATTENDING 
  

PLEASE CHECK THE CAMP YOU WILL BE ATTENDING: 
Make Checks Payable to Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 

BRUSH CREEK YOUTH CAMPS 

Registration Instructions 

 The directors prefer that campers register 3 

weeks before camp. Anyone who has registered 

early will receive room preference according to 

that camp director’s discretion. Any other 

circumstances will be determined by the director. PLEASE 

READ IMPORTANT INFORMATION LETTER. 

1. Make sure to FILL OUT SHIRT SIZE: portion of the form. 

Please make clear whether it will be child or adult size.  

2. Tear this sheet in half and mail the registration/consent form to 

the director of the camp your child will be attending along with 

payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant 

information. Keep the other portion for contact info and 

instructions.  

3. Make sure to fill out the Camp Attending line of the form 

4. If you have a sponsoring congregation, please notify the Pastor 

your intent on attending youth camp. If you do not have a 

sponsoring congregation, talk to the director of the camp you 

want to attend to find out more information. 

5. Continue to fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and 

attach any other relevant information to the form. 

6. Do not forget to flip over the page and fill out the consent form. 

7. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 

8. Make checks payable to: Brush Creek Campgrounds, please 

include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 

9. Mark your calendar for the date that your child will be attending 

the youth camp. 

10. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other 

questions or important information. 

Junior Camp                 June 8 – 12, 2014            

Registration Fee $70.00               “Sunday - Thursday” 

(Grades - going into 4, 5, & 6 grades) (Suggested Ages 9 - 11)   

Director – Emily Putbrese, P.O. Box 212, Xenia, IL 62899 

                   Phone:(618) 678-4232, Email:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com 

Senior High Camp   June 21 – 27, 2014              

Registration Fee $85.00               “Saturday - Friday” 

(Grades - going into 10, 11, 12 grades & Graduated High School Seniors 

entering College) (Suggested Ages 15 –18) 

Director – Keith Rhine, 14788 Buckley Rd, Marion, IL  62959 

                    Phone (618) 997-3455, Email: keith.rhine@centralvet.net  

Junior High Camp   July 5 – 11, 2014  

Registration Fee $85.00               “Saturday - Friday” 

(Grades - going into 7, 8, & 9 grades) (Suggested Ages 12-14)   

Director – Rhiannon & Bobby Bridgeman 

                    510 N 1
st
 St, Fairfield, IL  62837 

                    Phone (618)599-7471, Email: rhiannonrae@ymail.com 

../../../../mhodge.ILFB/AppData/Local/Temp/www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org
mailto:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com
mailto:k.rhine@centralvet.net


 

WELCOME TO THE 2014 BRUSH CREEK 

CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 

It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to attend 

the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the majority of camp 

according to the start and end dates, you must make arrangements prior 

to the start of the camp with the director. 

 

VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable 

to register for camp, should not take the liberty to visit the camp 

unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior 

arrangements with the director. 

 

WHAT TO BRING: Each camper should bring bedding materials, 

clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and etc. to live at the campgrounds 

for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring 

old clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their 

scriptures, writing materials, and musical instruments suitable for 

worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, 

camera with film, and others items if they want to participate in those 

activities.  All items should be identified with the camper’s name. 

 

ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, 

radios, iPods, computers, or video games are not allowed at church 

camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  

Meals, canteen, and water will be 

available at appropriate times. 

 

This is a Drug Free Environment.  
Only prescribed medical prescriptions 

for the camper is allowed.  Upon arrival, 

the medicine will be given to the camp 

nurse for proper administration. 

 

CANTEEN (snacks): Both Early 

& Late Junior Camps have canteen 

fees included in registration fees.  

Other camps should plan on bringing 

$3 - $8 for each day for canteens 

breaks as desired by camper and 

parent.   

 

DRESS CODE: Wear modest clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual 

nature of the camp. Any kind of dress or grooming which presents a 

safety hazard to the individual or which tends to create a disturbance or 

disrupts the nature of the camp will not be allowed.  It is required that all 

campers wear footwear everywhere on the grounds.  The following 

clothing choices are considered unacceptable and campers may be asked 

to change clothing if deemed inappropriate: 

 Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal 

drugs 

 Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or 

hatred of any group or person 

 Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or 

cutoff t-shirts 

 All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-

length 

 Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy 

- Please bring modest swimming attire consistent with a church 

sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece 

bathing suit or if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt 

must be worn over your bathing suit. 

 Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 

another name for first loser"). 

 

VALUABLES - Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, 

and large amounts of money, etc. should not be brought to camp. 

Campers accept all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own 

possessions. 



 
 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
 

2014 Brush Creek Reunions 
Create Shalom: Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 

 

June Reunion June 14-20, 2014 
July Reunion July 12-18, 2014 

 
You are invited to share in a week of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus Christ at the 2014 Brush Creek reunions!  
Come and worship with us, learn with us, serve with us, have fun with us, and allow this reunion week to bring 
a greater and deeper understanding of how God’s Spirit brings joy into your life. 
 

June Reunion Guest Ministers 

Michele McGrath 
Apostolic 
Assistant 

Northeast USA 
Mission Field 

Jan Kraybill 
Principal Organist 

International 
Headquarters 

 
Lachlan Mackay 

Director of Historic 
Sites 

 
Marvin Kleinau, 

BCMC Evangelist 

 
Brad Bryant 

BCMC Seventy 
Mission Initiatives 

Coordinator 

 

Every person & family is required to register…  
 
Your Reunion staff needs to know the number of attendees and ages (during camp week)  to help with housing, 
meal planning, and class materials.  Registration takes place by completing and returning the attached official 
registration form, with appropriate fees.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  Please complete ALL 
information.  If you have a question, write it in the Comments section and the Registrar will contact you by 
phone or e-mail. 
 
Once the form is completed, mail it, along with your registration fee of $25 for each person listed, to the 
Registrar for the Reunion you plan to attend. Checks may be made payable to Community of Christ.  Persons 
staying in air conditioned units or in personal trailers/RV’s will pay a utility surcharge of $35 per unit at the 
time you arrive on the campground.  If you plan to attend multiple reunions, please complete one registration 
form for each activity. 



Cost:  Brush Creek Reunions are supported through GENEROUS GIVING. We anticipate funds will come 
from the generosity of those who gather, as we respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the week, 
everyone will have opportunity to contribute as generous disciples, from the bounty the Lord has provided.  In 
this way, everyone will be able to come and enjoy the rich fellowship experiences because of the generosity of 
the gathered community. Come prepared to be generous! 
 
We hope to begin the week with a “first fruits offering” that will cover reunion expenses and then through 
offerings during each evening service, receive additional support for the needs of maintaining the campground.  
Pledge cards will be available. 
 

Unfolding information about each reunion will be published as it becomes available on the BCMC 
website:  http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/reunion.htm   
 
If your plans change:  PLEASE:  After you send in your registration materials, if your plans change 
(more people, less people, different dates, etc), PLEASE contact the registrar(s), so we can have time to make 
appropriate planning changes. 
 
Where is Brush Creek?  Get driving directions here:   

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Campground.htm 

If you click the map, you'll find a link to provide 
you with Directions to the camp from wherever 
you're coming from.  But generally, we’re found in 
southern Illinois, east of St. Louis 

Whether it's your first reunion, or your ninety-first, 
we look forward to gathering with you, as we come 
together in Zionic community this summer, and 
again anticipate being blessed by a wonderful 
outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

 
 
 

Brush Creek Campground 
REUNION & RETREAT RULES FOR CAMPING 

 
• Water activities:  Canoeing and swimming:  Life Guard must be on duty at the pool and 

lake for these activities. 
• Pets:  No pets in lodge.  Pets allowed only in owner’s personal RV/trailer or cabin. Pet 

must be on leash when outside of your quarters. 
• No smoking on the campgrounds. 
• Minors can not stay in a cabin, lodge, or trailer without some adult sponsor 

accompanying them at the reunion, and with appropriate parent/guardian permission. 
• Lake:  Adult supervision required when children are at the dock fishing. 
• Swimming: No swimming in the lake.  Swim in the pool only. 
• Curfew:  11:00 PM 



 
 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
 

 

2014 Brush Creek Reunions 
Create Shalom: Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 

 

June Reunion June 14-20, 2014 
July Reunion July 12-18, 2014 

 
You are invited to share in a week of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus Christ at the 2014 Brush Creek reunions!  
Come and worship with us, learn with us, serve with us, have fun with us, and allow this reunion week to bring 
a greater and deeper understanding of how God’s Spirit brings joy into your life. 

 
July Reunion Guest Ministers 

 
Jack Ergo 

Associate Music 
Professor, Graceland 

University 

 
Lachlan Mackay 

Director of Historic Sites  

 
Brad Bryant 

BCMC Seventy 
Mission Initiatives 

Coordinator 
 

Every person & family is required to register…  
 
Your Reunion staff needs to know the number of attendees and ages (during camp week)  to help with housing, 
meal planning, and class materials.  Registration takes place by completing and returning the attached official 
registration form, with appropriate fees.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  Please complete ALL 
information.  If you have a question, write it in the Comments section and the Registrar will contact you by 
phone or e-mail. 
 
Once the form is completed, mail it, along with your registration fee of $25 for each person listed, to the 
Registrar for the Reunion you plan to attend. Checks may be made payable to Community of Christ.  Persons 
staying in air conditioned units or in personal trailers/RV’s will pay a utility surcharge of $35 per unit at the 
time you arrive on the campground.  If you plan to attend multiple reunions, please complete one registration 
form for each activity.  
  



Cost:  Brush Creek Reunions are supported through GENEROUS GIVING. We anticipate funds will come 
from the generosity of those who gather, as we respond to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the week, 
everyone will have opportunity to contribute as generous disciples, from the bounty the Lord has provided.  In 
this way, everyone will be able to come and enjoy the rich fellowship experiences because of the generosity of 
the gathered community. Come prepared to be generous! 
 
We hope to begin the week with a “first fruits offering” that will cover reunion expenses and then through 
offerings during each evening service, receive additional support for the needs of maintaining the campground.  
Pledge cards will be available. 
 

Unfolding information about each reunion will be published as it becomes available on the BCMC 
website:  http://CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/Events/Reunion2014/reunion.htm   
 
If your plans change:  PLEASE:  After you send in your registration materials, if your plans change 
(more people, less people, different dates, etc), PLEASE contact the registrar(s), so we can have time to make 
appropriate planning changes. 
 
Where is Brush Creek?  Get driving directions here:   

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Campground.htm 

If you click the map, you'll find a link to provide 
you with Directions to the camp from wherever 
you're coming from.  But generally, we’re found in 
southern Illinois, east of St. Louis 

Whether it's your first reunion, or your ninety-first, 
we look forward to gathering with you, as we come 
together in Zionic community this summer, and 
again anticipate being blessed by a wonderful 
outpouring of God’s Spirit. 

 
 
 

Brush Creek Campground 
REUNION & RETREAT RULES FOR CAMPING 

 
• Water activities:  Canoeing and swimming:  Life Guard must be on duty at the pool and 

lake for these activities. 
• Pets:  No pets in lodge.  Pets allowed only in owner’s personal RV/trailer or cabin. Pet 

must be on leash when outside of your quarters. 
• No smoking on the campgrounds. 
• Minors can not stay in a cabin, lodge, or trailer without some adult sponsor 

accompanying them at the reunion, and with appropriate parent/guardian permission. 
• Lake:  Adult supervision required when children are at the dock fishing. 
• Swimming: No swimming in the lake.  Swim in the pool only. 
• Curfew:  11:00 PM 



Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for either Reunion to: 
Donna Bryant 914 Shiloh Ave  Effingham IL 62401 309-826-3486  djonette55@gmail.com 
 

2014 Brush Creek Reunion Registration & Lodging Request Form 
Please Mark Which Reunion You Are Attending (check one only –complete 1 form for each event) 

� June 14-20:  Richard Switzer, Director � July 12-18:  Glenn Webb/Mike Hodge, Directors 

Family Name _________________________________________ Home Congregation: ___________________ 
Home Address _____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________________________ 
Email __________________________________________________  Phone # (_______)________-____________ 

WE PLAN TO STAY:  � All Week OR �Only these nights: �Sat �Sun �Mon �Tue �Wed �Thu �Fri 
LOCATIONS:  Please rank the following locations in order of choice (1 = First Choice, 2 = Second Choice, etc.)   
Only rank those locations you would be willing to stay in for reunion. 

� Lodge Room � Campground “Motel” Unit  � Personal Camper or RV  

� Cabin  � the Cabin I maintain #____  � Other (Specify) _______________________ 

� I will attend Reunion, but do not need accommodations 
VERY IMPORTANT:  List ALL People Attending or Staying in the above Room or Space.   
Registration fee applies to all, whether staying overnight or commuting to/from Brush Creek campground. 
All Campers under 18 MUST be accompanied by, and lodge with, an adult who will be responsible for them. 
Name Priesthood 

Office? 
Age  

(at camp) 
Next 

Grade 
Reg Fee 
($25 ea) 

Youth 
Worker? 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
Early Payment Discount:  Deduct $5 per person if your PAYMENT is postmarked  
by May 14 for June Reunion; or June 12 for the July Reunion -$  
TOTAL Registration Fee Due      
Utility Fee:  A $35 per unit fee will be collected when you check in at camp, to offset the Air Conditioning costs. 
SPECIAL NEEDS: Please indicate any Special Needs for housing or meals at Reunion that we should know about 
(e.g. physical handicap, dietary, etc).  Every effort to accommodate these needs will be made when making assignments. 
 
 
Comments/Questions?  

 
Music? Do you sing, play an instrument, in a band/orchestra, etc?  

 

Please complete PAGE 2 of this form too! 



Revised: 1/21/2014 8:36:00 AM 

Photo & Video Release 
By attending and participating in a Brush Creek Mission Center Reunion event, I understand and agree with the 
Photo & Video Release statement published here:  http://bit.ly/BCPhoto   

Attendee/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

During Reunion, I would like information about: � Evangelist Blessings � Baptism  
   � Confirmation   � Marriage  � Joining the church � Learning about the church � Having my children blessed  
   � Other _____________________________________________________________________________ 
In order to protect the health and safety of all campers, please print, complete and submit one copy of this 
page, for EACH family sending children to Reunion with you.  Note the importance of having their 
parents/guardians sign the form, in both spots below!   

Child’s Family Last Name: _____________________________________ 
Medical Treatment Consent  

I, the undersigned, being the parent, next of kin, or legal guardian of the child (or the children) listed on 
page 1, hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, 
camp nurse). I also guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, 
hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.), and authorize release as necessary of HIPAA Protected 
Health Information.  
Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date__________________ 
 
What allergies or other medical conditions should we be aware of? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please attach a photo copy of your family Insurance Card with this Registration Form 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent  
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every 
effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. In consideration for 
being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for participation in 
this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my 
child-participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 
to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of Christ and its agents, 
officers, directors and employees from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 
negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any 
nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while 
said child is participating in the above described trip or activity.  
I/We specifically consent to ____________________________ [child(ren)’s name] participation in 
activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, 
boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I have deleted any items from the preceding list to 
which I do not give consent for participation.  
I/We certify that ________________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] has the 
necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can 
swim).  
I/We specifically do NOT want ____________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] to 
participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________________ 



A Journey into our Heritage of Hymns
You are Invited to Sing the Sacred Story! 
Celebrate the new Community of Christ hymnal on a 
memorable trip across the Midwest and into upstate 
New York. Sing the historic hymns inspired by the 
various stops along the “Restoration Trail.” Hear the 
stories behind our treasured hymnody and learn 
many of the exciting tunes featured for the first time in 
Community of Christ Sings! Highlights of the bus tour 
include: 

• Communion service in the Kirtland Temple 

• Joseph and Emma Smith’s Mansion House 

• Hymns written by Joseph Smith III sung alongside 
a historic pump organ at Liberty Hall in Lamoni 

• Hymn festival at Nauvoo’s Red Brick Store 

• Vespers at Plano Stone Church 

• Shaker song and dance at one of the oldest 
Shaker villages in the United States 

• National Baseball Hall of Fame and Fenimore Art 
Museum in Cooperstown, New York 

• Historic Oneida Community Mansion House 

• Beautiful fall foliage and much, much more! 

Tour Date:  October 6-15, 2014 
Tour Price:  $1,375 per/person for double 

occupancy room; $1,875 per/person for 
single occupancy room 

Price Includes:  Luxury bus transportation (from 
Independence, MO area), hotel lodging each 
night, admission fees, and most meals 

Starts/End:  Tour begins and ends at the Temple 
(1001 W. Walnut, Independence, MO) 

To Register:  Send a completed reservation form 
with a $100 tour deposit to: Community of 
Christ Historic Sites Foundation, ATTN: Sing 
the Sacred Story Bus Tour, P.O. Box 338, 
Nauvoo, IL 62354  

Reservation forms are available online at: 
www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org !

For more information about this exciting tour 
experience, reservations, and travel details, 
contact:  

	 Barbara Walden by phone at:           
	 (440) 477-9562; or email at:          

bwalden@HistoricSitesFoundation.org

Seating is limited ◆ Reserve your place today!

http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
mailto:bwalden@HistoricSitesFoundation.org
http://www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
mailto:bwalden@HistoricSitesFoundation.org
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