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Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!! 

 
I love the Christmas season for so many reasons – way too many to list here. 

One particular “favorite thing” that I notice each year is the change in the way people interact. Even 

strangers greet each other with a smile.  People seem to be kinder during this time of the year.  I’d like 

to think it has something to do with the real reason for the season – the birth of Jesus, the amazing gift 

that brought joy, hope, love, and peace to the world.  

 

During my years of teaching I attended many training workshops.  At one of these gatherings I sat in a 

session led by Monte Selby, a musician from Colorado.  With his guitar and his incredible ability to 

work with children he visits schools around the country.  From these visits usually comes a song writ-

ten in collaboration with the children at the school.  Over the years I sought out his sessions at other 

workshops and always felt blessed by what I heard.  I have stayed in contact with Mr. Selby through his 

website, and he continues to share songs with me.   

 

I have his permission to share this one with you - a recent song which speaks to the importance of our 

lives as witnesses to others of the love of Jesus; maybe we could make it Christmas all year long if we 

realize it . . . 

 hear the song here: Starts With You  http://www.monteselby.com/StartsWithYou.mp3 

 

 Most people talking about making this world a better place 

Giving advice on who should do what, and pointing out mistakes Not you! 

Face to face showing others that you care You might not know it, but every time you’re there 

 Your kindness is my motivation in everything you say and do 

I’ll pass along your inspiration  A simple chain reaction starts with you 

 Domino. You help those who turn and help someone else who’s down 

Another smile, another hug comes back around  

And there’s you!  Heart to heart, another spark that turns to light 

The world’s a little better now from the way you live your life 

 Your kindness is my motivation in everything you say and do 

I’ll pass along your inspiration  A simple chain reaction starts with you 

 You are the change I hope to see You are the change I want to be 

 Step by step One by one Inspiration  

  A simple chain reaction starts with you Starts with you 

       -  Joan Munter 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.monteselby.com/StartsWithYou.mp3
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A Gift for your Congregation! 
 

I have been SO anxious to share the gift each of our congregations has been given, 

but I thought waiting until Christmas, the best time for gift-giving, would be appro-

priate.  

 
At the July Reunion, I met with a group of the Evangelists from our Mission Cen-

ter to discuss their role in the ministry to our people.  Out of that discussion 

came a commitment that is truly a gift to all in our Mission Center.   

 
I asked each Evangelist (those present and those who heard and agreed through 

emails) to pray diligently each day for two or three congregations in the MC.  I assigned the congregations randomly 

and included a list of needs that had been identified earlier in our Titus Team Surveys, which were completed in the 

congregations.  Also included were needs that the leadership had been aware of through their contact with the congre-

gations.   

 
The Evangelists asked if they were to make contact with the congregations for whom they were praying to let them 

know.  I told them we were going to inform the congregations at a later time, after we had seen results of the prayers.   

 
In the last eBridges there was an article about Good Things Happening Around the Mis-

sion Center.  Those good things were and continue to be the result of the daily prayers 

by our Evangelists.   

  

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! 
 

Some of the “good things” are huge, some are small, but all are important to the ongo-
ing mission of Jesus Christ.  As I hear about occurrences in the congregations, I make 
what I call “happy calls” to the Evangelists involved.   
 
What a joy that experience is!!!!  I have called every Evangelist in the MC to share a 
happening in one more congregations for whom they are praying.   
 
Can you imagine a better gift than to know your congregation is in the prayers of dedi-
cated, loving, ministers of the Spirit?  We are so blessed in BCMC to have such an 
amazing, strong group of people functioning in the office of Evangelist.  
This is, at times, an untapped resource, and we miss out when we let that happen. 
 
I want to let you know which Evangelist is praying for your congregation, so that you, in 
turn, can pray for that person in his or her ministry.   

 
You will notice that one congregation is listed twice.  As the Evangelists began 
to pray, one of them was wakened in the middle of the night and felt led to pray 
for a congregation he had not been assigned, so in response to the Spirit, we  
added that congregation to his list. I know, they are getting double the prayers.   
 
I would encourage each of you to seek out our Evangelists for blessings of various 
kinds.  Personal Evangelist Blessings, Family Blessings, Congregational Blessings, are 
just a few of the possibilities.   

John Etcheson  
Beardstown,   Centralia, 

Decatur  
 

Marvin Kleinau  
Fairfield,   Massac Creek 

Sparta 
 

Jane Knapp 
Carbondale, Marion 

 

Gordon Lambert  
Bloomington,   Flora 

Sikeston 
  

Bill Morris 
Mt. Vernon, Taylorville 

  

Ray Sills 
Brush Creek,   Tunnel Hill 

 

 
Earl Smith 

Effingham,   Georgetown 
Pana 

 

Richard Streibich 
Eldorado,   Salem 

 

Richard Switzer 
Poplar Creek,  
Massac Creek 

 

Dale Warren 
Jacksonville,   Sawyerville 

Springfield 
 

Karen Witts 
Martinsville 

Thompsonville 

 

DO NOT WASTE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO BE BLESSED!!! 
 

Start looking for small and large things that are happening in your congregation.  These 
are not coincidences!! Open your hearts and your minds to incredible blessings that 
God is pouring out on each of us as we respond to His Spirit. 
 

       Joan Munter 
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Youth Yuletide Retreat! 
 

 
Around Brush Creek Mission Center we may think of something a bit different than most when 

we hear "The Christmas Song".  Others may sing about those "Yuletide carols being sung by a 

choir," but do they have the chance to sing those carols around a fire at their favorite camp-

ground?   

 

Read on, if you have time, to find out a little about the history of Yuletide at Brush Creek.  If you don't, feel free to skip to the end 

for all of the pertinent information on how to sign up as a camper.  If you're interested in being staff, contact me by email at 

mack.stefanie@gmail.com. 

 

Our tradition of New Year's events started in the early to mid-seventies, at Bill and Jane Knapp's house.  Jane tells me she remem-

bers that they had just gotten a fireplace and they were excited to use it to cook meals and s'mores during the activity.  She's pretty 
sure there's still marshmallow ground into the stone on the hearth.  Then I was directed to check in with Little Bill because he never 

forgets a date. 

 

She was right.  Bill informed me that he held the first Yuletide Retreat at Brush Creek in 1980 or '81.  He was a student at Grace-

land at the time and the district youth leader.  He had attended a friend's Yuletide Retreat somewhere in Central Iowa the year 

before and decided it would be a great activity to bring home. 

 

It was good timing because we had just recently built the dining hall and lodge.  Until that time midwinter events wouldn't have been 

possible on the campgrounds. 

 

Bill also shared that he had a vague recollection of New Year's gatherings at his parents' house before that.  He was younger than 

the target audience, but figures he got to come since he lived there. 

 

Your chance to become a part of the Yuletide tradition is just around the corner.  Come and join us as we finish this year and start 

the next with an awareness of the love. joy, and connectedness God's presence brings to our lives. 

 

This year's Yuletide will take place on December 30-January 1 at Brush Creek Campgrounds.  We'll start things off with registration 

at 4 p.m. on the 30th and close at 11 a.m. on the 1st.  

 

A copy of the registration form is attached to this eBridges newsletter or you can visit the following website to get a copy of the 

registration form.   

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/Camps/Yuletide/RegistrationForm.pdf 

Registration form attached 

If you're in 7th-12th grades this year, plan on celebrating the New Year, Brush Creek style, at the 2013 Yuletide Retreat!  

Yuletide will be held December 30, 2013-January 1, 2014, at Brush Creek Campground. 

 

Check-in begins at 4 p.m on December 30.     Camp is over at 10 a.m. on January 1. 

 

Director: Stefanie Mack Registrar: Andrea Collins  Fee: $30, payable at check - in 

 
  Please PRINT and complete the registration form, and bring it with your $30 check, payable to "Community of Christ".    

Questions?  E-mail a message or question about our 2013 Yuletide Retreat, to Stefanie Mack, Director.  Address above. 

mailto:mack.stefanie@gmail.com
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/Camps/Yuletide/RegistrationForm.pdf


ATTENTION!!! ATTENTION!!! ALL PRIESTHOOD MEMBERS!!! 
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We have asked you to save the date FEBRUARY 1, 2014, so that you can attend a 

very important workshop at the Salem Community of Christ.   

Your presence is needed at this gathering.   

 

Apostle Barbara Carter and President of Seventy Larry McGuire  

will share with us in this experience. 

 

Also involved in leading and planning this event is the Developing Disciples to Serve 
Titus Team – Stefanie Mack, Ann Schwengel and Bob White.   

Their work on and dedication to this workshop is so appreciated!   

 

PLEASE LOOK FOR REGISTRATION AND SCHEDULE INFORMATION 

ELSEWHERE IN THIS EDITION OF eBridges. 

 Ministry & Priesthood Workshop 
February 1, 2014 9:00-4:30 Salem IL 

 
What: A very important priesthood workshop.  Your presence is needed at this gathering! 
Who: For ALL ordained and soon-to-be ordained Community of Christ Priesthood  
Guest Ministry: Apostle Barbara Carter & President of Seventy Larry McGuire 

 
Preliminary Schedule 

8:30 Arrive & Check in: Juice/Coffee  
9:00 Gathering Worship 
9:30 Dwelling in the Word 
10:00 Covenant Principles 
11:30 Sharing Your Story of Calling, Discerning and Processing Calls 
12:00 Catered Lunch 
1-1:30 Prayer for Peace 
1:30 Priesthood and Social Media 
2:00 Ministry and Priesthood 
3:00 Plans of Ministry 
4-4:30 Commissioning Worship 

Why: 
To Share together in meaningful worship 
To Leave encouraged and with a greater desire to serve 
To See Priesthood as a positive aspect of discipleship, not as a burden 
To Emphasize Covenant and Commitment in our Priesthood responsibilities 
To Explore Spiritual Growth, both personally and with others 
To Encounter a Vision of What Can Be 
To be Reminded that priesthood is a "whole life" commitment, 24x7 
To Understand the importance of mentoring 
To Magnify calling through spiritual growth, study, exemplary generosity, ethical choices and fully-accountable ministry 
To Affirm and Promote Christ's mission of invitation, compassionate ministries, and justice and peacemaking. 

 
Cost: Please come prepared to share in a "generous giving" free-will offering, to help offset the costs of this workshop 
 
Registration: PLEASE Register, to help us plan for meals and supplies!  Register online at: http://bit.ly/MPWorkshop, 

or mail in the form found elsewhere in this newsletter 
   



 

Page 5 December 2013 

Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference Recap 

  
As is our tradition, members and friends of the Brush Creek USA Mission Center gathered for our annual Fall BCMC 

Conference on Saturday October 26, at the Salem church.  At least 17 of our 26 congregations were represented.  You 

can find the unofficial minutes of the gathering here:     http://bit.ly/BCMCMinutes 

  

But as always when God's people assemble, the blessings are in the gathering!  Prior to the afternoon conference, we 

met for worship and fellowship.  BCMC President Joan Munter led us in an introduction to the new Community of Christ 

Sings hymnal, released just the prior weekend during the 2014 Peace Colloquy, in Independence MO.  We explored a 

brief history of our hymnals of the past, noted some of the common hymns that flow through all of them, and were intro-

duced to some brand new songs, that will help us grow in our discipleship and Zion-buildling efforts into the future.  We 

already know half of the songs in the new hymnal!  Many others are familiar tunes with new words, making them easy to 

learn and use immediately. 

  

Note especially the song CCS 586: "The Summons", which helped focus us on the day's theme: Summoned to Follow.  

Since the conference, this new hymn is quickly becoming a congregational favorite.   

  

Apostle Barbara Carter joined us from her home in Delaware, sharing greetings from her husband Charlie and daughter 

Chelsea, since their family lived in our BCMC area not too long ago.  She also brought greetings from our World Church 

leaders, who are aware of and prayerfully supporting our annual gathering. 

  

She then shared testimonies from her life, of times and ways that she has made choices that helped her better follow 

where the Spirit was leading her life.  Those steps, and God's constant call, has led her to a greater understanding and 

experience with God's love for her, and for all persons.  She guided us to ask ourselves:  "When people look at our eve-

ryday life and behavior, are they seeing an essence of God's love? or are they seeing a cranky person? Do I show in my 

life, what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?" 

  

After worship, we all gathered for lunch & fellowship together, a powerful time to catch up with each other's life stories, 

share "good news" of what's happening in our lives and congregations, and just "being together". 

  

People then gathered and the Fall Conference was called to order.  Joan was sustained as our Mission Center President 

for 2014, and Fred Keenan was sustained as our BCMC Financial Officer.  Other leaders and committee members were 

elected and sustained, as outlined in the minutes.  Fred presented the proposed budget for 2014, and it was ap-

proved.  Joan announced upcoming 2014 events & dates, published elsewhere in this newsletter.  (Please note the date 

change for the 2014 Fall Conference, to avoid conflicting with the 2014 Peace Colloquy!) 

  

Overall comments about the Saturday gathering were very positive, including "good conference" and "great leadership 

team".  Thank you to each person who made the effort to gather together with us, and share in this important event in the 

life of the church as we look forward into 2014, and stay focused on "what matters most for the journey ahead": the Mis-

sion of Jesus Christ!    

   Recap by Brad Bryant 

http://bit.ly/BCMCMinutes
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2014 International YOUTH Forum and   

SPECtacular 
 

Youth are encouraged to make plans now to attend IYF and/or 

SPEC 2014.  The two events are held  back to back in July and 

many youth choose to attend both events while others attend one 

or the other.    These events are for High School age students. 

      2009 IYF Independence, Missouri, USA 
 

IYF or International Youth Forum will be held July 15 - 18, 2014 at the Community of Christ Temple in 

Indepepdence, MO.   

 

IYF is an international gathering where youth from around the world come together to celebrate and claim their place in the Com-

munity of Christ. IYF is truly a once-in-a-lifetime event youth don't want to miss!  The last IYF was in 2009 in Bangkok and Inde-

pendence, MO. Youth, youth leaders, and church leaders united to laugh, play, sing, explore, and worship God.  Programming empha-

sized how the peace of Jesus Christ unites us in mission around the world.  IYF is only held every 4 to 5 years, unlike SPEC that is 

held every summer. 

 

SPEC will be held July 19 - 26, 2014 on the campus of Graceland University in Lamoni, IA.   

 

The mission of SPECTACULAR is to create a safe, Christ-centered community that encourages young women and men to discover 

God, their inherent worth, and cultivate and express their giftedness.  During SPECTACULAR approximately 1,100 campers and 

their leaders gather at Graceland University for the largest annual gathering of youth in the Community of Christ.     During the week 

campers can look forward to sharing in all avenues of the SPEC experience - service projects, communication workshops, basketball, 

musical instruction, table tennis, stage production, worship, delegation devotions, volleyball, tie-dying, cotton candy, discussions about 

dating and relationships, learning more about our Creator, soccer, and much, much more. 

 

In the next few weeks Donna Savage will be contacting campers from the BCMC area.  Early registration will help with planning the 

trip to IYF / SPEC 2014.  Fundraising activities will also be conducted to meet the cost of IYF and SPEC.  E-mail Donna Savage if you 

are interested or want more information. If you would like to help staff IYF or SPEC please email Donna also.   

 

Submitted by Donna Savage   donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

Save the Date 

 
June 14—20  2014   2014 June Reunion  Brush Creek 

July 12—18 2014   2014 July Reunion    Brush Creek 

July 15—18 2014   USA International Youth Forum  IYF Independence, MO   

July 19—26 2014   SPECtacular 2014 Graceland University, Lamoni, IA 



 

Page 7 December 2013 

These are pictures from the Young Adult Work Weekend at Brush 

Creek in November 2013, coordinated by Mike and Dee Ann Hodge.  

With the use of saw mill equipment from Otto Collins, and assistance 

from Cliff Chaffee the group met for two weekends.  The young people 

cleared a few trees, split lots of wood and built an open shed for campfire 

wood storage.  The attractive new structure is located close to the 

campfire site.  The group enjoyed the fall fellowship and sense of accom-

plishment.   Big thanks from all of us in the Brush Creek Mission Center 

to everyone who helped in any way.    

  

Brush Creek 

Work Weekend 

November 2013 
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On Sunday November 3, 2013 the members of the 

Community of Christ Church in Fairfield had a special 

recognition of one of the ladies of the church,  Mrs. 

Erma Lou Warren.  Over the course of several 

months prior to that Sunday morning, Erma Lou had 

made over 20 scarves, one for each of the  ladies of 

the church.  She had asked what color they wanted 

then made the scarves.  She would not accept any 

payment for them, but did it out of the love she had 

for the people of the congregation.  On that Sunday 

morning she was surprised by the special recognition 

and the testimonies of everyone telling her how 

much she meant to them.  Erma Lou was presented 

with a gift of a glass angel and a bouquet of flowers.  

After the regular church service a potluck dinner was 

held in the Family Life Center.  

Good News 

The Flora Congregation for approximately the last ten years has provided a free meal to our community.  It is attended by not only 

people who need a good, free meal but also by widows and widowers and people who come to enjoy the fellowship as well as the 

food.  This is not a simple meal but usually includes at least two entrees, different vegetables  and casseroles, several salads, hot rolls 

and great desserts -- coconut cream pie, banana pie, chocolate pie, apple pie, peanut butter-chocolate torte, pumpkin pie, custard pie. 

plus assorted cakes.  The meal is held on the last Wed. night of every month.  This month we served over 200 people and the menu 

included, turkey and dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes, bone-in ham, sweet potatoes, corn bread casserole, onion pie, macaroni and 

cheese. green beans, carrots and broccoli with cheese sauce, cranberry salad, romaine lettuce salad with peanut-butter dressing, cole 

slaw, whole wheat crescent rolls and all the pies mentioned above.  So you can see, it is more than just a simple meal and it brings a lot 

of joy and good food to many people.  Hunger is still a big problem in Clay County and our food pantry services over 600 families each 

month.  The free meal compliments that service.  Our people enjoy seeing the smiles on people's faces as they proceed down the food 

line -- many are pushing walkers or walking with canes and need assistance in carrying their food.  One little boy ate 8 whole wheat 

rolls (made by Kay Knapp).  It truly is a lot of work but has been so well received in our community.  We allow them to take carry-

outs after all the diners and staff are served.  This last Wed. night they cleaned us out!  Would love to have some of the Saints from 

other areas to come and eat with our "free meal" guests.   Submitted by Don Bunnell, Pastor     

 On Sunday November 10, the 

Fairfield congregation held their 

morning service outside in the trees 

beside the church.  Dale Warren told 

the story of our church beginnings, 

how so many things that happened 

when the church was first started and 

how the church survived.  Then 

everyone was given an opportunity to 

tell what the church means to them. 

Everyone felt that being outside and 

seeing God creation made for a 

wonderful service. 
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Titus Teams  
 

Our Titus Team ministries will be available to help support, 

strengthen, and encourage your congregation in the 

months & years ahead.  How?  Pastors have been asked to 

identify specific ministry needs in the congregation, and 

submit them.  Our Titus Team leaders will be continually 

reviewing that list, focusing on the "what matters most" 

items on the list, and offering to help bring expertise, ex-

perience, resources, suggestions and other forms of em-

powerment, to your congregation. 

If you have questions or comments about our Titus 

Teams,  please contact: 

Brad Bryant, Titus Team Coordinator BradBry-

ant70@gmail.com  

 

Pastoral Response Teams 
  

BCMC President Joan Munter has organized six Pastoral 

Response Teams, in locations around BCMC, for use now 

and into the future, that are available anytime you have a 

concern about any topic!  A Pastoral Response Team is a 

team of two ministers: generally an Evangelist and a 

Teacher, working together with you, to help deal with the 

complexities of life. 

  

John Etcheson has volunteered to serve as a "contact point" 

for anyone desiring to set up a confidential chat with a 

BCMC Pastoral Response Team.  He will identify a team in 

your area, and help bridge the 3 of you together, to arrange 

a convenient time and place for a visit.  You can reach John 

at:   John Etcheson    618-548-1029      

  jetcheson38@gmail.com 

Missing Out on BCMC News? 

  
As e-mail providers "ramp up" their virus and spam technologies, sometimes "real" messages accidentally get 
gobbled up too.  And we never know when we do NOT receive something... 
  

So, I recommend that you regularly scan your SPAM or JUNK folders, to see if "good stuff" is accidentally end-
ing up there.   
  

Several folks recently, have complained that they're no longer getting my BCMC e-mail updates, newsletters, 
etc.  After confirming that I'm actually sending them correctly, we're often finding that they ARE receiving them, 
but that the message has been rerouted to SPAM or JUNK folders. 
 

If you find this has happened to you, you'll need to figure out how to tell your e-mail system that messages 
from me are really OK.  HOW you do that varies across e-mail systems, so I can't spell that out for you 
here.  But feel free to call me, e-mail me, or otherwise contact me, and I'll work with you to resolve the prob-
lem! 
 

Brad Bryant, BCMC Communications 

309-706-6179 

2014 BCMC Info  

 
The 2014 BCMC Budget as approved by the October Conference is attached to this eBridges.   

Minutes of the October Fall Conference can be found on the website at the following address; 

  http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/News/Reports/Minutes/Conference/conference_minutes.htm  

 

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/News/Reports/Minutes/Conference/conference_minutes.htm


We are 25 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois,  that are part of a 

world-wide church known as Community of 

Christ.  Our mission is to proclaim Jesus Christ 

and promote communities of  joy, hope, love and 

peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

Brush Creek Mission Center      

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-

brushcreek-missioncenter.org/ 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

BCMC 2013 — 2014  Dates  

   

 

            

 

Dec 30-Jan 1            Yuletide Youth Retreat 
Jan 25-26                  e3: Holistic Evangelism 
Feb 1                         Ministry & Priesthood Workshop (2/8 snow date) 
Apr 6                         President Veazey’s Annual Address & webcast (tentative) 
Apr 20                       Easter 
TBD                          Young Adult Retreat (tentative) 
 

May 3-4                    e3: Being Signal Communities 
May 17-18                Graceland University graduation 
Jun 8-12                    Junior Camp 
Jun 14-20                  June Reunion 
Jun 21-27                  Senior High Camp 
Jul 5-11                     Junior High Camp 
Jul 12-18                   July Reunion 
Jul 15-18                   International Youth Forum USA 
Jul 19-26                   Spectacular 
Sep 19-21                 Women's Retreat 
Oct 18                        BCMC Fall Conference 
Oct 24-26                  Peace Colloquy 
Dec 7                        Temple Advent Service & webcast 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/


Brush Creek Mission Center

                           Mission Initiatives Expense Budget - 2014 - Approved at MC Conference 10/26/2013

1.      Invite People to Christ 4.  Develop Disciples to Serve

        Christ’s mission of evangelism        Equip individuals for Christ’s mission

2.      Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 5.  Experience Congregations in Mission 

Christ’s mission of compassion       Equip congregations for Christ’s mission

3.  Pursue Peace on Earth    

Christ’s mission of justice and peace NOTE: These are NOT listed in order of importance

they are numbered for identification only!

Activity/Expense/Program Initiative 1. 

Budget

Initiative 2. 

Budget

Initiative 3. 

Budget

Initiative 4. 

Budget

Initiative 5. 

Budget

TOTAL

ADMINISTRATION:

    Office Supplies/Equipment 250.00 450.00 450.00 1,150.00

    Office Help 100.00 100.00 100.00 300.00

    Communications 50.00 50.00 50.00 150.00

    Directory 300.00 600.00 900.00

    Postage 200.00 200.00 200.00 600.00

    Telephone 400.00 400.00 400.00 1,200.00

    Insurance (Officers) 150.00 150.00 350.00 650.00

    Misc. 100.00

MINISTRY/OUTREACH:

    MI Support Minister 12,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 14,000.00 14,000.00 44,000.00

    Titus Team 1,000.00 1,000.00 2,000.00

    Ministry Resources 100.00 50.00 50.00 200.00

    Worship 150.00 150.00 150.00 450.00

    SPEC/IYF 1,500.00 2,500.00 4,000.00

    Youth/Young Adults + Scholarship 100.00 500.00 100.00 100.00 800.00

    Leadership/Discipleship 200.00 200.00 500.00

    e3 Training 200.00 200.00 400.00

    Traveling Ministry 200.00 100.00 100.00 300.00 500.00 1,200.00

    New Member Grants 500.00 500.00

    IYF Accrual 250.00 250.00 500.00

    Misc. 200.00

TOTALS 14,700.00 2,600.00 4,100.00 19,750.00 18,250.00 59,800.00

INCOME

Congregation Assessments ($23.78/capita) 34,000.00

  Distribution from Endowments/Other 18,000.00

Offerings/Misc. Contributions 2,800.00

Operating Net Carryover 5,000.00

TOTALS 59,800.00



  

    



Ministry & Priesthood Workshop 
February 1, 2014 9:00-4:30  Salem IL 

(Snow date: February 8) 
What: A very important priesthood workshop.  

Your presence is needed at this gathering! 
Who: For ALL ordained and soon-to-be ordained Community of Christ Priesthood  
Guest Ministry: Apostle Barbara Carter & President of Seventy Larry McGuire 

Preliminary Schedule 
8:30 Arrive & Check in: Juice/Coffee  
9:00 Gathering Worship 
9:30 Dwelling in the Word 
10:00 Covenant Principles 
11:30 Sharing Your Story of Calling  
 Discerning and Processing Calls 
12:00 Catered Lunch 
1-1:30 Prayer for Peace 
1:30 Priesthood and Social Media 
2:00 Ministry and Priesthood 
3:00 Plans of Ministry 
4-4:30 Commissioning Worship 

Why: 
 To Share together in meaningful worship 
 To Leave encouraged and with a greater desire to serve 
 To See Priesthood as a positive aspect of discipleship, not as a burden 
 To Emphasize Covenant and Commitment in our Priesthood responsibilities 
 To Explore Spiritual Growth, both personally and with others 
 To Encounter a Vision of What Can Be 
 To be Reminded that priesthood is a "whole life" commitment, 24x7 
 To Understand the importance of mentoring 
 To Magnify calling through spiritual growth, study, exemplary generosity, ethical 

choices and fully-accountable ministry 
 To Affirm and Promote Christ's mission of invitation, compassionate ministries, 

and justice and peacemaking. 
Cost: Please come prepared to share in a "generous giving" free-will offering, to 

help offset the costs of this workshop 
Registration: PLEASE Register, to help us plan for meals and supplies!  

Register online at: http://bit.ly/MPWorkshop, or mail in the form found 
elsewhere in this newsletter 



 
 

Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
Ministry & Priesthood Workshop 

Salem IL 
Saturday, February 1, 2014  

(Snow Date February 8) 
9 am - 4:30 pm 

Name _____________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________________ 
Cell phone #? ____________________ Texting? Y N 
Email: _____________________________________ 
Congregation: _____________________________ 
Priesthood Office: __________________________ 
Any Special Meal Requirements? ________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 
Workshop Cost: Freewill Donation to cover costs 
 

I give permission for my photo to be used in a 
Community of Christ Publication:   
(sign) _____________________  Date: _____ 
 

Return Registration Form to: 
 Brad Bryant, 914 Shiloh Ave Effingham IL 62401 
 BradBryant70@gmail.com 



 
 
 

2013 YULETIDE REGISTRATION FORM 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

http://www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/ 
Schedule/Registration for 2013-2014 Yuletide Youth Retreat 

 
YULETIDE STARTS WITH REGISTRATION AT 4 P.M. ON DECEMBER 30TH.  

AND ENDS AT 11 A.M. ON JANUARY 1ST. 
 

 
PLEASE DIRECT ALL QUESTIONS TO THE DIRECTOR 

 
PLEASE MAIL THE REGISTRATION FORM TO THE REGISTRAR  

 
Make Checks Payable to Community of Christ 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
    Payment: Sponsor = $              , Camper = $              , Check #:_____ / CASH  

Camper's Name: 
Age:            Birth date: Sex: Male/Female 
Grade level: Phone Number: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Email:  
Church/Congregation: 

Have you previously attended a BCMC camp? 

Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 
Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  
Work Phone: Home Cell   

   
   Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: ____________________________________________________________     
    WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Name  Relationship Phone 
Address  Cell Phone 
City  State Zip 

 
MEDICAL HISTORY 
1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. If none, so state._____________________________________________________ 
2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic medical condition? If yes, explain. If none, so state. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Does camper carry medications on person? If none, so state.________________________________________________ 
Medication(s):________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose: ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Yuletide Retreat   December 30, 2013 -January 1, 2014                  Registration Fee $30.00 
                                                              Monday-Wednesday 
Grades: 8-12: 
Suggested Ages: 13-18   
Director – Stefanie Mack (618) 919-0457 – Email: mack.stefanie@gmail.com  
Registrar – Andrea Collins  204 S Jenette Ave , Buckner, IL 62819 – Email: acollins32@hotmail.com 



4. Does camper require prescription medications? If none, so state.____________________________________________ 
Medication(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Family Physician: _________________________________Phone: ____________________ Office: ________________  
    Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Health Insurance Co: _______________________________________________                     Phone: _______________ 
Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________  
Group No.: ______________________________________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 
7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? If yes, describe. If none, so state. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other personal concerns that the camp staff should know 
about for the camp? __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Medical Treatment Consent 

I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of ___________________________________________ 
hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also guarantee 
payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  
 
Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 

The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every effort is made to 
provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. 

 In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for 
participation in this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-
participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree to hold harmless the 
aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of  Christ and the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or 
demands for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be 
incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip or 
activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s name) participation in activities offered by 
the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I 
have deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has the necessary skills to participate in any of 
the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want                                   _______________ (child’s name) to participate in the following 
activities: (if none, please indicate) _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo & Video Release 
 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I hereby give consent to and authorize the 
taking of photographs or video tape in which the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 
pictures or video.  Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release and consent.  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 

 
Registration Instructions 

1. Please sign up in advance if possible, by mail or emailing the registration/consent form to the Registrar of the camp, along with 
payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant information. .  

2. If you have a congregation sponsoring your child, please notify the Pastor of your intent on attending youth camp.  
3. Fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and attach any other relevant information to the form. 
4. Do not forget to fill out the consent form. 
5. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 
6. Make checks payable to: Community of Christ, please include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 
7. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other questions or important information. 



WELCOME TO THE 2013 BRUSH CREEK 
CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 
It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to 
attend the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the 
majority of camp according to the start and end dates, you must 
make arrangements prior to the start of the camp with the director. 
 
VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable to register for camp, should not take 
the liberty to visit the camp unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior arrangements with 
the director. 
 
WHAT TO BRING: Each camper should bring bedding materials, clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and 
etc. to live at the campgrounds for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring old 
clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their scriptures, writing materials, and musical 
instruments suitable for worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, camera with 
film, and others items if they want to participate in those activities.  All items should be identified with the 
camper’s name. 
 
ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, radios, iPods, computers, or video games 
are not allowed at church camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  Meals, 
canteen, and water will be available at appropriate times. 
 
This is a Drug Free Environment.  Only prescribed medical prescriptions for the camper is allowed.  
Upon arrival, the medicine will be given to the camp nurse for proper administration. 
 
DRESS CODE: Wear modest clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual nature of the camp. Any kind of dress 
or grooming which presents a safety hazard to the individual or which tends to create a disturbance or disrupts 
the nature of the camp will not be allowed.  It is required that all campers wear footwear everywhere on the 
grounds.  The following clothing choices are considered unacceptable and campers may be asked to change 
clothing if deemed inappropriate: 

 Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs 
 Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or hatred of any group or person 
 Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or cutoff t-shirts 
 All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-length 
 Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy - Please bring modest swimming attire 

consistent with a church sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece bathing suit or 
if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt must be worn over your bathing suit. 

 Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 
another name for first loser"). 

 
VALUABLES - Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, and 
large amounts of money, etc. should not be brought to camp. Campers accept 
all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own possessions. 
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