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Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

Happy Fall, Brush Creek Mission Center community!! 

 
As I watch the leaves just beginning to turn color and fall to the ground, I am re-

minded of the cycle of life.  Sometimes it is difficult to watch the trees become bare 

of leaves and to see,  as we look at the landscape, only brown trunks, limbs, 

branches and twigs.  Though the days become short and cold and almost every part 

of the plant kingdom appears to be lifeless, we have HOPE for what is to come.  

We KNOW because of our FAITH that one day soon we will begin to see life again 

as little by little our world comes alive with color and beauty.  The period of dor-

mancy is necessary for this aliveness to happen.   

Perhaps we have had a period of dormancy in our Mission Center.  The difference is 

we don’t have to wait until Spring to witness everything coming to life in an explo-

sion of newness.  It is happening NOW all over our Mission Center and throughout 

Community of Christ.   

Please take time to read the “Lots of Good News” article later in this edition of 

eBridges.  Prepare to be thrilled at the wonder of re-

birth!!! 

    -  Joan Munter 

Brush Creek Mission Center   October 26, 2013 

Conference Agenda 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Experience 

   Theme: Summoned to Follow 

   Apostle Barbara Carter, Speaker 
        

12:00 p.m.            Lunch – Bring your own     Drinks provided 

 

1:30 p.m.            Annual Business Meeting 

 

You are invited to attend the Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference at the  

Salem, IL, Community of Christ. 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting the busi-

ness of the  

Mission Center are all important aspects of our community. 

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with those who know the  

      Mission Matters Most for the Journey Ahead. 

Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference  
 

Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference will be held at the Salem Community of Christ, on Octo-

ber 26, 2013.  Please plan to attend for worship, fellowship, and for conducting the business of the 

Mission Center.  We will be electing officers for 2014, considering the proposed budget, as well as 

considering several proposals  that have been presented.  Please watch for emails and listen to an-

nouncements in your congregation about the schedule for the day.    There will be a worship service 

from 10:30 to Noon, which will include an introduction to our newly released Community of Christ 

Sings hymnal.  We’ll do a “bring your own lunch” break, and convene the Fall Business Meeting at 

1:30pm.  See the full Agenda on page four.   

See you on Saturday, October 26. 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com


 Page 2 October 2013 

LOTS of Good News from around BCMC 
 

A rare opportunity was mine when I recently visited my mother at her home in Blue Springs, Missouri.  My brother, John Wight, 

stopped by and we had a chance to “share good news” with each other from our mission centers.  I excitedly told him (talking a 

mile a minute) how thrilled I am about the way God is working among us and in our congregations.  When I finally let him get a 

word in, he said, “Joan, it is happening all over the church.  It is like there has been a shift take place.”  You can imagine how thrilled 

I was to sit and listen to the stories he shared.  Just coming from meetings with leadership from around the world he had many 

things to tell me.  I didn’t want the evening to end.  It was SO amazing to share the stories with him about God working in Brush 

Creek Mission Center.   

I hope you will read the following with all the joy and hope that I feel in sharing these things with you.  In the past few weeks the 

following things have occurred (and these are only the things I have been told about.  Please share your other stories with me so we 

can all rejoice!) 

Baptisms! 

On September 22, Brush Creek congregation baptized six new members.  On the same day, Georgetown congregation baptized 

five and Massac Creek congregation had two baptisms. On September 29, three baptisms took place in the Marion congregation 

and two confirmations of those with previous baptisms were held at our Tunnel Hill congregation. (These have not been officially 

recorded yet and are in addition to the graphic included in this newsletter.)  Pana congregation has three future baptisms to sched-

ule and I am hearing about more baptisms to come.   

Leadership & Disciple Development 

In the area of leadership, Bloomington congregation is demonstrating their willingness to work together, though a small group, for 

leadership responsibilities.  Mt. Vernon congregation and young adult member, Megan Pierce, took a leap of faith together when 

they recently elected her to serve as pastor for 2014.  With the support of the congregation, a young leader with fresh ideas and a 

caring spirit is bringing meaning to the Initiative: Develop Disciples to Serve.  Megan has been taught from childhood by a loving 

congregation who has prepared her for this moment in her life.  Megan started a kids’ club and the congregation responded by fixing 

up the church building to make it more useful for this and other activities.  Supporting each other is SO important.   

Another example of Develop Disciples to Serve is the Life Teams that are being held at the Flora congregation.  Using the books 

Jesus Calling and Divine Alignment as an impetus, young adults and middle adults are meeting to share amazing experiences of God 

moving in their lives and in the lives of those around them.  Two groups on two different nights grew from one and the testimonies 

that are coming from those involved are far reaching.  

Community Outreach 

There are many outreach stories from around the mission center.  The Jacksonville congregation saw a need to minister to those 

in the community who might be in need of a meal and have begun serving breakfast at the church on the first Sunday of the month, 

similar to our Flora congregation’s evening meal, as community outreach.  The Thompsonville congregation began a food pantry 

for the surrounding area.  Starting small, this effort continues to grow.  They were recently awarded a World Hunger/Tangible Love 

grant from the World Church to assist in continuing this effort.  In November, the congregation will be visited by a member of the 

World Hunger/Tangible Love team from the United Kingdom.  He is a photo journalist who will be doing interviews with recipients 

of this grant.  These congregations are doing their part to Abolish Poverty and End Suffering.  

Experiencing Congregations in Mission 

Several of our congregations are Experiencing Congregations in Mission.  Like the Mt. Vernon congregation mentioned above, the 

Pana congregation is making major renovations to their facility that will better equip them for Christ’s mission.  A few interested 

people had a desire to make those improvements and a whole congregation (and those touched by that congregation in the future) 

will benefit. More examples of this Initiative in action can be seen in the Effingham congregation.  Prior to the Women’s Retreat in 

September, the congregation decided to provide for the registration cost for any of their women who wanted to attend AND then 

went further to dismiss church services on that Sunday so the men could go to Brush Creek to help Billy Garrison cook for the 

retreat.   
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Good News continued 
 

Other examples of congregations in mission include the Fairfield congregation whose numbers are growing and who came to-

gether to provide a location and serve a meal for a large area judicial meeting.  In addition they are partnering with the Young Adults 

for a weekend fundraiser/lock in/fellowship/concert/ Sunday worship experience at their church, October 11 – 13.  The Salem 

congregation also partnered with the Young Adult ministry in our mission center as they prepared apple dumplings for the local 

Applefest. After a Saturday full of flour, shortening and apples, etc., the congregation benefited from the ministry of the Young 

Adults in their Sunday morning worship. Salem has been and continues to be the recipient of ministry from the BCMC Young Adults 

and youth at its once a month Volleyball Night at the church.   

The Beardstown congregation continues to provide ministry to nursing home residents on a regular basis, both sharing services on 

each fifth Friday, and helping with bingo each week. Music is also provided weekly for a Lutheran School.  And the Carbondale 

congregation, who is selling their church building and will be meeting in homes of members, is finding other possibilities for ministry 

in the community.  This is happening because of their desire to minister to those who were unable to come to church and offered 

to host the congregation in their homes so they could participate.   

Invitation 

In so many ways, our congregations are beginning to Invite People to Christ.  The Centralia congregation has identified members in 

their community who are not active (two of whom they just learned about recently) and they have plans to make contact with them.   

Isn’t it WONDERFUL to read such a LONG article which testifies of the work of our Lord among us?  It seems that one contact 

leads to another and then to another.   I can hardly wait to hear more amazing stories from others in our mission center.  I love 

getting those exciting calls!!  If your congregation was not mentioned in this article, it may be that I am just not aware of your good 

news.  Please share it and NEVER lose hope that ALL things are possible through Christ! 

Now, put our good news with that from those around the world who are feeling the same excitement.  The MISSION OF JESUS 

CHRIST MATTERS MOST and we are experiencing the joy that comes from that realization.   

World Hunger / Tangible Love Team to Visit  
 
Wayne Rowe, the newest World Hunger/Tangible Love Team member, will be coming from the UK to the US for the November 9 

meeting.  He is a photojournalist and has worked with Outreach International for several years.  Before and after the meeting he will be 

visiting several of the WH/TL projects around the United States taking pictures and doing interviews with staff and participants.  We 

wanted to let you know that he and Alex Kahtava will be visiting the Thompsonville, Illinois Food Pantry project.  They are currently 

scheduled to visit on November 16.  We have been in contact with the project director, Jane Pinkham, about their visit.    

        From Marsha Brown 

Youth Yuletide Retreat! 
 

If you're in 7th-12th grades this year, plan on celebrating the New Year, Brush Creek style, at the 2013 Yuletide Re-

treat!  Yuletide will be held December 30, 2013-January 1, 2014, at Brush Creek Campground. 

 

Check-in begins at 4 p.m on December 30.     Camp is over at 10 a.m. on January 1. 

 

Director: Stefanie Mack Registrar: Andrea Collins  Fee: $30, payable at check in 

 
Pre-registrations are appreciated and preferred.  Please PRINT and complete the registration form, and mail it in 

with your $30 check, payable to "Community of Christ".    Questions?  Use the  form or e-mail and send a message or 

question about our 2013 Yuletide Retreat, to Stefanie Mack, Director. 

        Registration form attached. 
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Brush Creek Mission Center  

October 26, 2013 

Conference Agenda 
 

10:30 a.m.   Worship Experience 

  Theme: Summoned to Follow 

  Apostle Barbara Carter, Speaker 

        

12:00 p.m. Lunch – Bring your own 

  Drinks provided 

 

1:30 p.m. Annual Business Meeting 

 

 

You are invited to attend the  

Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference at the  

Salem, IL, Community of Christ. 

 

Coming together for a time of worship, sharing a meal and conducting  

the business of the  

Mission Center are all important aspects of our community. 

 

Please don’t miss this opportunity to fellowship with those who know the  

      Mission Matters Most for the Journey Ahead. 
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We are the body of Christ!  We are His eyes, ears, mouth, hands & feet.  It is through us, that people around us can encoun-

ter the blessings of Christ -- or not! 

 During our e3 class (www.signalcommunities.org/e3) earlier in September, we were reminded of this important aspect of our 

discipleship.  Being a Christ-follower is not just a Sunday-morning activity!  All day, every day, is "God time", and God de-

sires to work through us, to be a blessing to his creation in all times & places...  

 Too often, we view our "lives" as compartmentalized into: "work time", "faith time", "football time", "TV time", "sleep time", 

"family time", "vacation time", etc.  And when in those "compartments", we often neglect to invite God in to provide blessings 

& interruptions. 

 Sunday is often a day when we NEED to find sanctuary, renewal, and rest.  And finding those with our gathered church 

family is often a really good idea. 

 Having been empowered through our Sunday experience (and hopefully through other spiritual formation activity during the 

week), we are then freed to be spending the rest of the week, inviting and encouraging the most vulnerable around us... 

people who often don't even know that God is aware of them and desiring to bless them. 

 Our call as a people, is to not be "pretending" or "doing church" on Sunday, but to recognize that  

we have the power to change the world -- one life at a time.  And not only the power, but the responsibility to bring God's 

blessings, wisdom, healing, hope, peace into a badly broken and damaged world. 

 No one of us can make sweeping changes in the lives of individuals, families and towns, but when we choose to work and 

be together, as a COMMUNITY, we CAN help guide and accompany people on a life-changing journey toward the Christ we 

know! 

 There are many "great news" examples that you'll read about elsewhere in this edition of eBridges, but just to choose a few, 

I'd like to highlight 3 congregations that have decided to work together in community, and bring blessings for those who re-

spond: 

Georgetown IL congregation has set a "pack the church" date! They specifically set a date, and are working together to 

invite and encourage family, friends, neighbors and strangers, to attend worship on that date, with Joan Munter providing the 

guest ministry.  How do you know if you've packed the church?  They evaluated their seating space, and decided that if they 

can get 100 or more attending, then "it's packed!"  

Salem IL congregation regularly sells Apple dumplings as a fund raiser.  Rather than make this "a drudge" task that people 

have to hack through, the BCMC Young Adults invited "the BCMC community" to come together on the "make them" 

day.  Many folks responded, gathered in community, working together, and created 480 apple dumplings, ready to cook & 

deliver! 

Fairfield IL congregation has recognized a community need to provide positive, uplifting music and experiences for their 

young people.  In response, they are banding together (not an intentional play on words!), and hosting an upcoming Chris-

tian concert for their community, in the congregation's Family Life Center.  You can participate on Sunday October 13, at 6 

pm! 

In the inspired message of our 2013 "Words of Counsel", we receive this encouragement from God: 

"Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be 

visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed." 

Building God's Kingdom on earth is not about "doing church" on Sunday mornings, but being a church community, working 

together to BE the presence and ministry of Jesus Christ, and offering your community something worth coming to! 

 Let's continually find new and better ways to re-present the Jesus we follow, that others too may be blessed by 

knowing Him! 

MORE Good News 

http://www.signalcommunities.org/e3
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Brush Creek's Women's Retreat  

September 20 - 22 

 
 Brush Creek USA Mission Center, hosted a Women’s Retreat at Xenia IL. On September 20

-22, 2013. With more than 40 women in attendance, the retreat included many activities and 

spiritual prayer sessions. 

 

The weekend at Brush Creek Campgrounds was not only spiritually refreshing but a lot of fun, “Said Karen Webb, 

who attended her first women’s retreat. “I not only enjoyed the fellowship of the women at the retreat, I didn’t know 

I could laugh so much.” 

 

“Many women drove a distance to attend the retreat because of the great guest ministry and topics” said Deby Klein, 

director of the event. 

 

This year’s retreat featured keynote speaker, Michele McGrath, assistant to Apostle Barbra Carter and Emily Hart-

ford. Michele’s class titled “Fill My Cup, Lord: Deepening Your Prayer Life, allowed each woman to go home with a 

new spiritual skill. Emily shared the red tent experience, and empowering experience helping each of the women to 

learn and support each other. 

 

In addition to keynote presenters, attendees enjoyed classes, red tent experiences, prayer sessions, tea and slumber 

party, relaxation techniques, worship, crafts, games and spiritual rejuvenation! 

Kathy Berck said “The Retreat wad incredible”! “I am already planning to invite my friends. The retreat enriched my 

life and it was a tremendous blessing!” 

Many Thanks to Deby, Emily, Michelle, our male Cooks,  and everyone who attended.  The weekend was a time of 

spiritual reflection, renewal and retreat.   

 2013 Peace Colloquy       
 

The 2013 Peace Colloquy   "Peace, Justice and Song",  

 October 18-20, 2013, in Independence MO. 

 The October 18-20 Peace Colloquy, in Independence Missouri, reaches out to you, 

inviting you to gather with others who are committed to bringing Christ's peace and 

ministries to our latter-day world.  Many from the Brush Creek Mission Center will be 

attending this exciting event.  The New Hymnals will be revealed at this time. 

The Friday evening Peace Award will be broadcast on the web October 18 at 

7:30pm  Check the cofchrist.org website for the link. 

The Sunday 10:30am Sending Forth message by Steve Veazey will also be broadcast on the web. 

Watch the live web broadcast of these events or check back to watch the saved web-cast.   
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Women’s Retreat   

 

September 2013 

 
Special Guest;  Michelle  McGrath 
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Official Church Records 
  
Brad has been working closely with BCMC Congre-
gational Recorders over the past several months, 
trying to review and see what items may have been 
missed in people's lives...  Because of everyone’s 
hard work, we're capturing and catching up on many 
"life events" that may have been missed in months 
past. 
  

Help us to help you!  If you have had a significant 
life event happen, please chat with your congrega-
tional recorder, and make sure they are aware of 
the details, so we all don't have to face the difficult 
challenge of "recreating history".  Life Events of spe-
cial interest include: 

 Marriages, Divorces 

 Child Blessings 

 Baptisms, Confirmations 

 Ordinations 

 name changes, address changes, 

phone changes, e-mail changes 

 Temple School classes attended 

 Children turning 18 years old 

 Deaths 

 Adding/changing offering envelopes 

 Changing congregations 

 Starting / Ending Herald in Every Home 

program 
 
So please, help your congregational Recorder help 
you, by reminding them of these and similar events, 
and providing details.  Your Recorder will know what 
questions to ask! 
  

 
Not sure who your membership recorder is? 
 

Visit the BCMC "Congregations" web page: 
    http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
Congregations/congregations.htm 

Click on your congregation, using either the button 
on the left, or the link below. 
  

Near the top, just under the pastor information, you 
should be able to find a link to "Other Congregation 
Officers".  Scan to the "M" section for "Membership 
Recorder".  That's the one!  If in doubt, ask your 
pastor! 

 

 
 

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Congregations/congregations.htm
http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Congregations/congregations.htm
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Mission Initiatives     with Brad Bryant 

For too long, we focused only on knowing and sharing our "Basic Beliefs", the intellectual part of being a 

faith community.  While beliefs are important, "my beliefs" are limited in their ability to help another person 

redirect their life into a more Christ-centered path and choices.   

And so now, we have a more comprehensive set of statements, as listed above, that help us better describe 

what God is asking members and friends of Community of Christ, to become and to do. 

In our most recent April 2013 Words of Counsel to the church, we are encouraged by God with these words: 

Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion… 

Our "Basic Beliefs" were how we studied & talked about God's kingdom on earth.  We're now called to be-

gin, or re-emphasize, on making Zionic conditions a reality in THIS time... to "live, love and share" as 

Zion.  (You can find the complete 2013 "Words of Counsel" document here: http://www.cofchrist.org/

presidency/041413wordsofcounsel/) 

So God is calling us into action, for his Kingdom's sake... a new level of focus and attention on Zion-building 

efforts.  We're called begin to "DO" and to make real Zionic conditions, as a better investment in people's 

lives than to merely "BELIEVE" and talk & sing about a future Zion. 

Mission Statement 

 We Proclaim Jesus Christ, and Promote Communities of Joy, Hope, Love and Peace 

 Defines our purpose as a church 

 We are to point people toward Jesus Christ, and establish communities (families, churches, & organizations) 

where Christ's principles of Joy, Hope, Love and Peace can be experienced in people's lives 
 
 
Enduring Principles 

 Defines who we are called to become 

 Answers the question "what is the church like?" 

 Find our 9 Enduring Principles here: http://www.cofchrist.org/ourfaith/enduring-principles.asp 
 
 
Mission Initiatives 

 Defines what we are called to do 

 Helps provide a framework to decide HOW we work toward fulfilling our Mission Statement 

 Find our 5 Mission Initiatives here: http://www.cofchrist.org/mission/ 
 
 
Basic Beliefs 

 Defines what the church believes 

 Provides a more comprehensive, rational explanation of what the church holds to be true, arranged into    

categories that are part of the broader Christian tradition. 

 Find our Basic Beliefs here:  http://www.cofchrist.org/ourfaith/faith-beliefs.asp  

For this month's Mission Initiatives article, I'd like to wrap some context 

around the 5 Mission Initiatives that are before the church.   

 Let's start with where the Mission Initiatives fit in with other statements that 

help to define us as a global church, such as our Mission Statement and 

Church Principles.   

http://www.cofchrist.org/presidency/041413wordsofcounsel/
http://www.cofchrist.org/presidency/041413wordsofcounsel/
http://www.cofchrist.org/ourfaith/enduring-principles.asp
http://www.cofchrist.org/mission/
http://www.cofchrist.org/ourfaith/faith-beliefs.asp
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It is as we gather together, blending our skills, gifts, talents, and resources, that we can help people choose to follow the 

way of Jesus Christ, and commit to become a disciple (follower, student, do-er) of His path.  Once the choice is made, 

then empowering them through training, experience, love and acceptance in community, helps to equip them to assist 

with the "doing" of Christ's mission with the people in their circle of life.  That is how we Develop Disciples! 

Similarly, as we individually and collectively, focus our "belief" into action in all of the first four Mission Initiatives, we 

begin to see the living ministries of Jesus Christ being experienced and lived out in our congregations!  Our 

congregation is moving beyond "meeting for church & class), and actually DOING the ministry of Jesus, each and every 

day of the week, even if we're not meeting together at the time.  This happens as disciples in the congregations are ac-

tively engaging with the love, healing, peace and hope of Christ in their daily lives, and leaning on the faith community 

for support, encouragement, resources, guidance, etc. 

 

Our faith journey is not purely about what we believe, but increasingly is reflected in how we act & respond to that belief, 

in ways that brings the blessings of God's presence & kingdom into people's lives. 

  
Let's each do our part, to help "grow the kingdom" by focusing our discipleship into these "what matter most" Mis-

sion Initiatives!  If I can assist you, or your congregation, along the way, please don't hesitate to contact me! 

  
Brad Bryant, BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

Invite People to Christ 

Christ’s mission of evangelism  

 

Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 

Christ’s mission of compassion  

 

Pursue Peace on Earth 

Christ’s mission of justice and peace  

 

Develop Disciples to Serve 
Equip individuals for Christ’s mission  

 

Experience Congregations in Mission 
Equip congregations for Christ’s mission  

Our Five Mission Initiatives come to us from the outline of Jesus' own Mission Statement, quoted from  Luke 4:18–19: 

God’s Spirit is on me;  he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor, Sent me to announce 

pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, To set the burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is 

God’s year to act!”  (The Message)  

These Mission Initiatives then, help us focus on the "doing" that Jesus described as HIS Mission.  We're called to respond 

to all of these, as individuals, families, congregations,  Mission Centers, and as a global church.  

The first 3 (Invite People to Christ, Abolish Poverty/End 

Suffering, Pursue Peace on Earth) help us focus specifi-

cally on the Mission of Jesus Christ.  These are "doing" 

activities that can (and should) be done by individuals, 

families, and congregations everywhere.  Everyone is 

empowered and called to invite others to get to know our 

living Jesus!  Everyone can contribute to addressing pov-

erty & suffering around you.  Everyone can seek out and 

experience the Peace of Jesus Christ, and then share 

that with others. 

The last two (Develop Disciples to Serve and Experience 

Congregations in Mission), are "community efforts", best 

done through families and church congregations.   

Mission Initiatives  -continued 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
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Evangelist Corner with Marvin Kleinau 

You see the problem. We are told that if we can talk to each other we can solve a lot of our problems. That means 

wives and husbands or Dad’s and son’s, wouldn’t have to yell at each other every time they disagree.  If we could just 

talk to each other without fear of the outcome, we might help each other understand what makes us hold the position 

we hold. But we are afraid to do so.  We fear the unknown. 

 

When I was growing up there was a kid in our school that I tried to avoid if at all possible.  You see every now and 

then he would have a “fit.”  He would fall to the ground with foaming saliva coming out of his mouth and jerking and it 

scared me to death. I never picked him on my ball team even though he was a good player. In fact I even avoided 

playing in some games if I saw him trying to play. To put it bluntly, I feared him so much I would not have come to his 

aid if he were dying. That is a horrible thought, but it is true. Fear controlled my relationship with that boy. 

 

The truth is, that is not the last time I feared someone.  There are people in this world right now that I fear or that I 

might come to fear.  Every time I open a paper I read why I should fear Muslims. My Internet is flooded with “fear 

messages” regarding everything from the federal government to some guy trying to steal my social security number. I 

don’t even know or have never met some of the people I am told to fear, not only by the media, but by my friends. 

 

I suspect some fear is called for. I wouldn’t walk today from the White Sox baseball park to the Loop in Chicago as I 

did in 1948.  That would be a justified fear. But I am not talking about justified fears. I am talking about the fear we hold 

because of the life style of people that bear us no harm.  I’m talking about people that for whatever reason may choose 

to live differently than you or I. They may dress differently,  talk differently,  they may or may not like different music 

and because God created them that way, they  may even sense the gift of human love differently. 

 

As an evangelist, filled with admiration and respect for every one of you,  I long for the ability to have that same level of 

respect for every human being. For me, the most important verse in he Bible is the one that pronounces Gods love 

and acceptance  for every single person. For that reason alone I ask you to pledge with me to seek to understand, 

not  fear, all men and women upon the face of the earth. 

From: Marvin Kleinau  kleinau@frontier.com  

As an evangelist I wish I could cross the word “fear” out of the dictionary.  In the 84 

years that I have been alive and the nearly 40 years in this church I have watched 

more damage done to the lives of people through “fear” than any other cause.  We 

fight wars because we fear the unknown intentions of someone. We hide our true 

opinions because we fear reprisal.  We fail to help others in need because we fear 

their life style.  Even now as I write this I could list a half dozen fears that prevent 

me from doing my work as an evangelist.  Number one on my list would be my fear 

of making an enemy of someone I want to help by saying something they don’t buy 

into. 

mailto:kleinau@frontier.com
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2013 Titus Teams  
 

Our Titus Team ministries will be available to help support, strengthen, and encourage your congregation in the months & years 

ahead.  How?  Pastors have been asked to identify specific ministry needs in the congregation, and submit them.  Our Titus Team 

leaders will be continually reviewing that list, focusing on the "what matters most" items on the list, and offering to help bring ex-

pertise, experience, resources, suggestions and other forms of empowerment, to your congregation. 

If you have questions or comments about our Titus Teams,  please contact: 

Brad Bryant, Titus Team Coordinator BradBryant70@gmail.com  

 

Pastoral Response Teams 
  

BCMC President Joan Munter has organized six Pastoral Response Teams, in locations around BCMC, for use now and into the future, 
that are available anytime you have a concern about any topic!  A Pastoral Response Team is a team of two ministers: generally an 

Evangelist and a Teacher, working together with you, to help deal with the complexities of life. 

  

So, as topics or life situations begin to bother you, or distract you, feel free to reach out and invite a Pastoral Response Team to come 

visit with you.  Life is full of situations when it could be helpful just to have someone to listen and help you on your journey.  Many 

times, congregational ministers are available for that role; but other times, it may be helpful to have access to "outside" resources. Any 

topic is valid, but some examples of possible PRT discussion topics could include: Loneliness, Congregational disagreements, Grief due 

to loss of loved one, Single parenting, Kids heading off to college/empty nest, Becoming a care giver for aging parents,  Family 

relationship challenges. 

 

John Etcheson has volunteered to serve as a "contact point" for anyone desiring to set up a confidential chat with a BCMC Pastoral 

Response Team.  He will identify a team in your area, and help bridge the 3 of you together, to arrange a convenient time and place for 

a visit.  You can reach John at:   John Etcheson    618-548-1029    jetcheson38@gmail.com 

  

Brush Creek Mission Center Video on-line at LiveStream 
 

Yes, recordings of the Reunion Worship services are available online!  Whether you were unable to attend reunion, and 

would like to "catch up"; or maybe you were there, and would like to "replay" a meaningful message or worship that you 

experienced... the recordings are available free and "online" for you!   

Visit our BCMC LiveStream channel any time, at:      www.livestream.com/CofChristBCMC 

   

To find recordings from the June or July BCMC reunions (or older events), scroll down the page.  The most recent videos 

are shown as 4 screen shots immediately below the larger replay window in the left column.  Click on one to watch the 

replay.  To find additional videos, continue scrolling down, to the "Video Library" tab.  This shows 9 most recent vid-

eos.  Click any of them to launch the replay.  To see even more, click in the "View All Videos" button in the lower right 

corner. 

  

Our next live broadcast will be the October 26 BCMC Conference Worship Service.  We hope you can gather 

with us in person at Salem, but if you can't physically get there, we'll invite you to worship with us on 

LiveStream!  The conference business meeting itself will not be broadcast.      

http://www.livestream.com/CofChristBCMC
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Reunion Surveys 

 
    During my Book of Mormon class at 

the 2013 July reunion, I took the opportu-

nity to collect polling responses on sev-

eral "reunion  program" related questions.  

They are "unscientific" surveys, that I 

mostly used to "judge feelings" and to test 

to make sure that our polling devices 

were working properly at the start of the 

class.   These survey results are only from 

one the class.   

    

    These are "informational recommenda-

tions" that I'll be sharing with our 2014 

Reunion Directors & planning teams.  If 

you have strong feelings about any of 

these topics, feel free to chat with Joan or 

our 2014 Directors!  As we blend every-

one's thoughts and ideas together, we 

improve the entire reunion experience! 

-Brad Bryant 

 

 



We are 26 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois, plus Sikeston Missouri, 

that are part of a world-wide church known as 

Community of Christ.  Our mission is to pro-

claim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  

joy, hope, love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

 

Brush Creek Mission Center      

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

Brad Bryant,   

Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

BradBryant70@gmail.com 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-

brushcreek-

missioncenter.org/ 

 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

BCMC 2013 — 2014  Dates  

   

 

            

 

October 12, 13 2013  Youth and Young Adult Activities at  Fairfield, IL 

October 18—20 2013  Peace Colloquy at Independence, MO 

October 26 2013 Saturday  BCMC Fall Conference  Salem, Illinois  

November 19Tues   & 21Thus Pastor & Counselor Conference Call with Joan,  6:30pm 

December 30—Jan 1  YuleTide Retreat  Brush Creek Stefanie Mack 

June 14—20  2014   2014 June Reunion Brush Creek 

July 12—18 2014   2014 July Reunion  Brush Creek 

July 15—18 2014   USA International Youth Forum  IYF Independence, MO   

July 19—26 2014   SPECtacular 2014 Graceland University, Lamoni, IA 

Brush Creek Mission Center Fall Conference  
Brush Creek Mission Center fall conference will be held at the Salem Community of Christ, on 

October 26, 2013.  Please plan to attend for worship, fellowship, and for conducting the busi-

ness of the Mission Center.  We will be electing officers for 2014, considering the proposed 

budget , as well as considering several proposals  that have been presented.  Please watch for 

emails and listen to announcements in your congregation about the schedule for the day.  See 

you on Saturday, October 26. 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/


 
 
 

2013 YULETIDE REGISTRATION FORM 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

http://www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/ 
Schedule/Registration for 2013-2014 Yuletide Youth Retreat 

 
YULETIDE STARTS WITH REGISTRATION AT 4 P.M. ON DECEMBER 30TH.  

AND ENDS AT 11 A.M. ON JANUARY 1ST. 
 

 
PLEASE DIRECT ALL QUESTIONS TO THE DIRECTOR 

 
PLEASE MAIL THE REGISTRATION FORM TO THE REGISTRAR  

 
Make Checks Payable to Community of Christ 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
    Payment: Sponsor = $              , Camper = $              , Check #:_____ / CASH  

Camper's Name: 
Age:            Birth date: Sex: Male/Female 
Grade level: Phone Number: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 
Email:  
Church/Congregation: 

Have you previously attended a BCMC camp? 

Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 
Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  
Work Phone: Home Cell   

   
   Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: ____________________________________________________________     
    WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Name  Relationship Phone 
Address  Cell Phone 
City  State Zip 

 
MEDICAL HISTORY 
1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. If none, so state._____________________________________________________ 
2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic medical condition? If yes, explain. If none, so state. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3. Does camper carry medications on person? If none, so state.________________________________________________ 
Medication(s):________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose: ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Yuletide Retreat   December 30, 2013 -January 1, 2014                  Registration Fee $30.00 
                                                              Monday-Wednesday 
Grades: 7-12 
Suggested Ages: 12-18   
Director – Stefanie Mack (618) 919-0457 – Email: mack.stefanie@gmail.com  
Registrar – Andrea Collins  204 S Jenette Ave , Buckner, IL 62819 – Email: acollins32@hotmail.com 



4. Does camper require prescription medications? If none, so state.____________________________________________ 
Medication(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Family Physician: _________________________________Phone: ____________________ Office: ________________  
    Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Health Insurance Co: _______________________________________________                     Phone: _______________ 
Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________  
Group No.: ______________________________________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 
7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? If yes, describe. If none, so state. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other personal concerns that the camp staff should know 
about for the camp? __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Medical Treatment Consent 

I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of ___________________________________________ 
hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also guarantee 
payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  
 
Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 

The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every effort is made to 
provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. 

 In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for 
participation in this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-
participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree to hold harmless the 
aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of  Christ and the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or 
demands for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be 
incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip or 
activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s name) participation in activities offered by 
the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I 
have deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has the necessary skills to participate in any of 
the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want                                   _______________ (child’s name) to participate in the following 
activities: (if none, please indicate) _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Photo & Video Release 
 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I hereby give consent to and authorize the 
taking of photographs or video tape in which the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 
pictures or video.  Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release and consent.  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 

 
Registration Instructions 

1. Please sign up in advance if possible, by mail or emailing the registration/consent form to the Registrar of the camp, along with 
payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant information. .  

2. If you have a congregation sponsoring your child, please notify the Pastor of your intent on attending youth camp.  
3. Fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and attach any other relevant information to the form. 
4. Do not forget to fill out the consent form. 
5. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 
6. Make checks payable to: Community of Christ, please include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 
7. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other questions or important information. 



WELCOME TO THE 2013 BRUSH CREEK 
CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  
 
It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to 
attend the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the 
majority of camp according to the start and end dates, you must 
make arrangements prior to the start of the camp with the director. 
 
VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable to register for camp, should not take 
the liberty to visit the camp unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior arrangements with 
the director. 
 
WHAT TO BRING: Each camper should bring bedding materials, clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and 
etc. to live at the campgrounds for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring old 
clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their scriptures, writing materials, and musical 
instruments suitable for worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, camera with 
film, and others items if they want to participate in those activities.  All items should be identified with the 
camper’s name. 
 
ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, radios, iPods, computers, or video games 
are not allowed at church camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  Meals, 
canteen, and water will be available at appropriate times. 
 
This is a Drug Free Environment.  Only prescribed medical prescriptions for the camper is allowed.  
Upon arrival, the medicine will be given to the camp nurse for proper administration. 
 
DRESS CODE: Wear modest clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual nature of the camp. Any kind of dress 
or grooming which presents a safety hazard to the individual or which tends to create a disturbance or disrupts 
the nature of the camp will not be allowed.  It is required that all campers wear footwear everywhere on the 
grounds.  The following clothing choices are considered unacceptable and campers may be asked to change 
clothing if deemed inappropriate: 

 Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs 
 Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or hatred of any group or person 
 Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or cutoff t-shirts 
 All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-length 
 Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy - Please bring modest swimming attire 

consistent with a church sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece bathing suit or 
if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt must be worn over your bathing suit. 

 Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 
another name for first loser"). 

 
VALUABLES - Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, and 
large amounts of money, etc. should not be brought to camp. Campers accept 
all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own possessions. 
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