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 May 2013 

Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

Be still and know that I am God. 
 

So many thoughts;  so many reactions;  so many feelings;  so much that keeps our minds swirling.  In 
that state it is difficult to find the stillness that is necessary for us to find individual peace – to know 
that God is God. 
 
I am going to ask you to help me with something.   Being completely aware of how trying a time this is, 
I have watched some things happen in our Mission Center.  There have been many things said recently 
– sometimes things that are not factually correct.  Following that, there have been many assumptions 
and rumors spread – again without basis in fact.  In our desire to keep us all together and to continue 
in the love we know so well within our Brush Creek community, some have had a difficult time re-
specting each other’s choices.  I am asking that we join together as a Mission Center in fervent, daily 
prayer, in our own ways and at our own times, that we might find the stillness that allows God to re-
veal Himself to us.  And then, as we learn to bask in that stillness, we can more deeply listen for the 
promptings of the Spirit that will guide us forward, into whatever situation our journey takes us.   
 
One thing that must not change in our Brush Creek community, is the recognition that every person is 
loved and called to specific mission in the service of Christ.  That mission goes with us throughout our 
lives.  As we prepare ourselves to go forward, let us put aside personal opinions, and humbly seek 
God's direction for our unique part of the mission experience.  This is a point of unity for us.  
 
Several years ago a dear friend of our Mission Center, Terry Smith, wrote additional words for one of 
our favorite hymns.  Please read (and sing if you desire) the original verse and one of Terry’s inspired 
verses. 
 

As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after Thee. 
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship Thee. 

 
Chorus: 

You alone are my strength, my shield; To You alone may my spirit yield.  
You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship Thee. 

 
 

As the sheep hearken to the shepherd. so I listen, Lord, for Thee. 
You will lead me in peaceful places for I know that you love me.   

Repeat Chorus  
 

 
In this Spirit of listening and love, seeking that peaceful place with God, we are planning a special wor-
ship service on Saturday night of the June reunion at 6:30 p.m. and I want to invite EVERYONE from 
our Brush Creek community to come together for this joyful worship experience.  Please make every 
effort to be part of this time together – to share love and peace together at our beloved Brush Creek.   
 

With great love in my heart for all of you, 
      Joan Munter 

 

Peace I leave with you.  My peace I give unto you.  John 14:27 
 

"As the Deer", by Nystrom, Martin. Copyright: Maranatha Praise, Inc. 
Reprinted by permission, CCLI #2616661. Alternate verse: Terry Smith 
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2013 June Reunion 

Share your gifts  
 

I would like to invite those who would be inter-
ested in providing music during the June Reun-

ion to let me know.  I will be coordinating the 
musicians for the services.  We will need ac-
companists (piano or organ) and ministry of 

music for the evening services.  This would 
include soloists or duets or larger groups to 

sing or play an instrument.  I am wondering if 
there is anyone coming who is proficient on the 

guitar (in addition to Doug Mack). Is there any-
one who has and can play a didgeridoo?  It was 

used during World Conference for meditative 
worship and it was very effective.  Above is a 
list of the daily themes for Reunion.  I hope you 

will consider the themes as you think about 
choosing and preparing music.  I thank you in 

advance for sharing your gifts to bring ministry 
and blessings. 

   Ann Schwengel 

 

 

June Reunion is about one month away.  Many people have volun-
teered their time and talents to provide ministry to all ages.  There 

will be many opportunities for worship and for fellowship, recreation 
and fun.    A “fully packed” youth program will benefit from a Grace-

land University representative, Staci Thompson.   We are looking 
forward to getting to know the newest member of the Presiding Bish-
opric.  Jim Poirer hails from Canada and will be sharing in preaching 

ministry and also teaching the reunion text class. 

Blair White, Chesapeake Bay MC President, will also share in 
preaching ministry and will be teaching a class titled, "Beloved:  What 

does it mean for you and me?  What does it mean for mission?" 

Marvin Rice, Spiritual Formation Minister, will be with us once again.  

He will lead the early morning sharing services as well as speak at 
evening services. 

Two home grown ministers, Seventy Brad Bryant and High Priest 

Chris Ober will also teach a class.  Chris will teach a class that ex-
plores Meditation and Spirituality and Brad will focus on our individual 
and collective visions and understandings of Christ-centered Zionic 

community, and seek ways to "incarnate" (to make real; wrap with 
flesh) those concepts as we live out our discipleship. 

Reunion is one of the most unique experiences that our church of-

fers.  It is always a time of blessing.   If you plan to attend, I know that 
you will be blessed.  All who attend must register by filling out the 
form you can find at our Brush Creek Mission Center website.   

http://bit.ly/BCMCReunion2013 

   Hope to see you there! 

 

Joyce Keenan 
 

2013 REUNION 

Themes and Scriptures 
 

Day 1: Live Christ's Peace 

Doctrine and Covenants 163:4c 
 

Day 2: Right Relationships 

Matthew 7:12; Jeremiah 29:7 
Doctrine and Covenants 163:4a;  
 

Day 3: Grace and Generosity 

Matthew 6:19–21 
 

Day 4: God's Justice 

Matthew 5:43–48 
 

Day 5: God's Reign on Earth 

Doctrine and Covenants 163:3a–c 
 
Day 6: Live the Ethics of Christ's Peace 

Matthew 5:14; Doct. and Covenants 163:4c 
 

http://bit.ly/BCMCReunion2013�
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Pastors’ and Counselors’         
Meetings at Reunions 

At the 2012 June Reunion, a pastors’ and 
counselors’ meeting was held on Sunday 

afternoon.  Several asked if we could have 
a meeting at both reunions this summer 
so that more could attend.   

The directors of both reunions have been 
consulted and have okayed a meeting on 

Sunday afternoon at both reunions.  
These meetings will begin at 1:30 in the 

white church sanctuary.   

We don’t meet often because of travel 

expense and distance, so this is a good 
opportunity for us to be together when 
many are already attending the reunions.  

The same information will be covered at 
both meetings, but you are welcome to 

come to both if you desire.   

Thank you for all of your hard work and 

dedication! 

2013 July Reunion 
 

Reunion is a time of spiritual renewal as well as for worshiping, playing and fel-
lowship.  Plan now to attend the July Reunion scheduled for the period of July 20

-26.  A great program of worship, study and relaxation is planned.  I am planning 
a special service on Saturday evening.  The President and Prophet of our church, 

Steven Veazey, will be here Saturday night only and I encourage our entire 
mission center to plan to attend what I hope to be an outstanding service and an 

appropriate kick-off for our week's activities.  Do not miss this opportunity! 

 

I am planning two special classes in addition to the Reunion Text.  We are 
blessed with three guest ministers who will bring our preaching ministry.  Blake 
Smith, Mission Support  Minister, Northeast Field; Kevin Prine, President and 

CEO of Outreach International; and Kevin Bryant, Pastor of Powerhouse 
Community of Christ, Baltimore, Maryland.  This is a powerful lineup of minis-

ters and teachers.  Save the date and register early. 

May God continue to bless you all! 

    Glenn Webb, July Reunion Director 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes, it’s getting to be that time of year again!!  Spring has sprung, school’s 
almost done and summer is right around the corner!! Time to bust out the 
twin bed sheets, flip flops, super-duper-ultra bug spray, and head to Brush 
Creek!!  Don’t forget to bring some friends along, too.  We’re all excited 
and can’t wait to see you!! 

   Camp Dates  

Junior Camp, it will be held June 9 - 13, 2013 

Sr. High Camp, it will be held June 22 - 28, 2013.   

Jr. High Camp will be held July 6 - 12, 2013. 

 

Registration Forms  
 

Camp registration forms are online at  http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/Camps/Registration2013.pdf  

 The 2013 Camps and Reunion Flyers and 2013 Registration Forms are attached to this newsletter.    

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Youth/Camps/Registration2013.pdf�
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Save the Date! 
  

The 2013 Peace Colloquy, titled "Peace, Justice and Song", is scheduled for October 18-

20, 2013, in Independence MO. 

 
The Peace Colloquy will focus on justice and peacemaking through worship and music as we celebrate the launch of our next 
hymnal, Community of Christ Sings. More than a dozen songs from Community of Christ International Peace Award recipient 
Rev. John Bell and the Iona Community will be included in the next hymnal, reflecting Christ’s mission and Community of Christ 
Mission Initiatives. 

 
Everyone is invited to attend and share this uplifting, song-filled weekend. There will be programming for all ages. Events will 
include a youth retreat that will run concurrently with the Colloquy. 

 
Colloquy attendees will be among the first to receive the new hymnal.  Registrants will receive a pew edition as part of their 
registration.  Experience the powerful message and mission of justice and peace through song and poetry. New to this year’s 
Colloquy is a full day of Friday activities including a take-away Hymn Festival and Worship ready to use in your congregation. 

 

 

    Events like the 2013 Peace Colloquy with the launch of Community of Christ Sings 
happen once in a lifetime. I hope to see you there.     

       —President Stephen M. Veazey 

 
The Rev. John Bell, renowned hymn writer and author, will receive the 20th Community of Christ 
International Peace Award during the event.   
 

SPECTACULAR 2013    Refresh!  
 Are you ready for an experience that you will never forget?  Make plans now to attend SPECTACULAR 2013 on  July 20-27.    If 
you’ve been to Spectacular before, you know what an  amazing experience it is.  If you haven’t been yet, take a chance and try 
something new.  I guarantee you will be glad you did.  

  

SPECTACULAR is a week of sports, arts, and activities on the campus of Graceland University in Lamoni, Iowa.  SPEC is spon-
sored by the Community of Christ, and is offered for all youth who have just completed  their sophomore, junior or senior year 

of  high school.  Our delegation (Midwest Crossroads) includes four mission centers – Brush Creek, Chicago, Gateway and Ken-
tucky/Indiana.    

 

Registration Forms are attached to this eBridges.  They need to be completed and sent in.  If you are considering SPEC but can’t 

quite commit, please call Donna Savage at 618-842-3464, or talk to someone who has been in the past.  Forms need to be 
completed and signed by both the camper and a parent or guardian.  Both forms and a copy of your health insurance  card need 

to be returned to Val Brennan  no later than June 1, 2013.  

  

SPEC COSTS   The total cost of Spectacular is $375 for the first child in a family.    For additional children in a family and/or for a 
fi rst time friend (friend that you bring who is attending with you for the firs t time), the total cost is  $325.  If you miss the June 

1st  deadline, those costs increase to $550 and $500.  Staff fee is $260.  http://www.cofchrist.org/spec/ 

http://www.cofchrist.org/spec/�
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Help Protect Our Children! 
 

Community of Christ is called to be a people who promote communities of joy, hope, love, and peace. As a church we continue 
to explore how this definition of faith translates into effective ministry in people’s lives. 

 

Contemporary scripture reminds us to support the most vulnerable, to live out justice, and to find ways to minister across 
cultures and generations. Within our Enduring Principles we find reference to valuing all (including children), receiving God’s 
blessing in community, making responsible choices, pursuing peace, and understanding the sacredness of creation. 

 

Since the 1980s, faith communities have striven to come to terms with more and more allegations of abuse. Statistically child 
abuse is part of our church. As such it must be approached professionally and in all seriousness, with a rigor that should not be 
undermined or compromised. Standards must be in place within Community of Christ to ensure that children who come through 
our doors are safe.  We must approach these matters with a compassion that expresses God’s love and that allows healing in 
ways we have yet to explore. 

 

Protecting our children is not an optional code of conduct. It is an opportunity to live out our Christian stewardship in a practical 
way. By protecting those most vulnerable in our society, it becomes an opportunity to live out those principles of joy, hope, love, 
and peace. 

 

With Youth Camps, Bible Schools, and other summer activities fast approaching, please be certain that ALL church members and 
friends who have ministry contact with youth are registered youth workers (ages 21+) or youth worker assistants (ages 15-20).  
A Youth Worker application form can be found here: 

       http://www.cofchrist.org/legal/ChildProtection/default.asp 

Print and complete page 1 & 2, and submit your completed application to your Pastor for prompt processing. 

If you have questions about the process, please contact Joan Munter or Fred Keenan. 

 
Personalized Baptismal Books 
I have been invited to share some information about a book I created for a baptismal class for some eight year old boys.  I used 
the children’s baptismal book published by the church, Of Water and Spirit.  During the course of the class, I made posters to go 

along with each lesson from images I found on the internet.   Some weeks, the students had some “homework” that followed up 
on the lesson.  At the end of the course, I decided to make individual books that contained the pictures I had used in the posters 
along with a simple story line to help them remember our time of learning and sharing.  During my years of teaching kindergar-

ten, I found a source that sold blank Golden Books.  I used these to create the books for the baptismal students.  I created pages 
with graphics and text on the computer then glued them in the book using a product called “glue runner”.  Those who do scrap-

booking are familiar with this.  It can be purchased at WalMart or other stores such as Hobby Lobby.  I also glued a page to the 
front cover and then covered the front with clear contact paper to help preserve it.  The book had a total of 12 pages.  I left the 

last page blank so that the people who attended their baptism and celebration could sign their name and leave a personal mes-
sage.  My hope in creating the book was that the boys will read it from time to time and remember our discussions and their 

desire to follow Jesus.  One of the boys took his book to school the next day to share with his teacher and friends.  The excite-
ment these boys have as new disciples is contagious.  May we learn from these young men.  Congratulations to Gabe and Bren-
don! 

   Submitted by Ann Schwengel, Thompsonville Congregation 
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Women’s Retreat in the Fall 

Save the Date! 

Women’s Retreat September 20-22, 2013.  

Our guest Minister will be Michele McGrath! 

There will be more information Soon!   

please contact Deby Klein,  

debyklein@gmail.com or 217-720-7211. 

  

 Faithful Christian Women’s Day at Fairfield 
 

On Saturday, April 27, 2013, the Fairfield Community of Christ held their second Faithful Christian Women's Day.  The day 

started at 10:00 with speaker Melissa Garrison from Fairfield, then Kitty Martin from Eldorado talked until lunch.  
After lunch several ladies from the church read stories and all shared in some songs.  Debbie McKibben and Kaylene 

Scott from the Community of Christ Church in Fairfield shared the closing send-out.  There was no cost for the day 

and all shared a wonderful time.  The Ladies Mission Circle organized the day. 

 

Karen Zimmerman serves as chairperson of the Fairfield 
Ladies Mission Circle.  Other members include; June Wee-

don, Lee Flechs, Betty Marshel, Joyce Caudle, Sue Green, 

Dee Jones, Bonnie Holler and Norma Holman.  The ladies 
meet once a month and conduct several projects through-

out the year.  In addition to the Faithful Women’s Day 
event, the ladies prepare care packages for college kids, 

collect can goods, cook for community meals, sew blankets 

and pray for the congregation.   

 

There is also a special connection between the Fairfield 
congregation and the Evansville congregation.  Several 

members of the Evansville Community of Christ congre-

gation have family ties to Fairfield, Illinois.  While attend-
ing college in Evansville, Ian Savage of Fairfield appreci-

ated the love and support of the Evansville Saints.  The 
first year of the Fairfield Faithful Women’s Day event 

five Evansville ladies attended the event.  This year, fif-

teen ladies from the Evansville group came to Fairfield.   
Both Indiana and Illinois groups have enjoyed strengthen-

ing these church ties.   
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Outreach International Update 
 
We are very pleased and excited to have the new Outreach International President, Kevin Prine, with us at our  July Reunion this 
summer.  With that in mind, I would like  to invite all the  congregations in the Brush Creek Mission Center to take part in a simple 
but outreaching opportunity.  
  
“CHANGE” for a Positive Beginning will take place every Sunday morning during May and June in all the  congregations of the mis-
sion center.  This is a way we can all come together at Reunion with a common kindred for the wonderful work Outreach Interna-
tional does.  This is a simple project that can be carried out in many different ways.  You decide the direction you want 
your  congregation to go  but I will give you a few ideas.  
  
Flora congregation, for example, receives an  OI offering every Sunday with the children passing small metal cups and the congrega-
tion putting coins in them.  During May and June these funds will be kept for “CHANGE” for a Positive Beginning.  If you are blessed 
with a large number of children or would like to include the whole congregation, you could distribute jars or plastic bottles 
(Gatorade bottles are good for this as they have a wide opening), to take home, save their change, and return to 
the  congregation.)    
  
Decide what works best for you and make a commitment to collect coins.  At the end of June count your money and decide on a 
“project” through Outreach that your branch would like to designate our funds to go to.  You can access the project ideas on their 
website:  
     http://outreach-international.org/shop/    www.outreach-international.org    
 
or email me and I can help you.  Then go ahead and send your money to Outreach and get those projects started.  
  
At the Outreach  International service during  July  Reunion, I would like  for  every  congregation to have a representative available 
to tell what project they funded.  This will be like a parade of gifts.  More details will be sent to you in June to finalize these plans. 
  
I am looking forward to all  congregations coming together for one great cause.  If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 
call or email me.   
  
 In Christian Love,  Kay Knapp , Brush Creek Mission Center Outreach International Coordinator 

     kaycknapp@gmail.com 

 “True Capacity”  
   

  from Fred Keenan, Mission Center Financial Officer 

“A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his 

disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are 

contributing to the treasury.  For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her 

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” —Mark 12:42–45 NRSV 

 

Following a Worship Service where I had shared the “Disciples Generous Response” part of our Sunday experience, someone ap-

proached me and asked, “What is the phrase that we keep hearing about in the church dealing with capacity?”  My remark was brief, 

noting that as Disciples challenged to be generous, like God is generous, we are being called to share our gifts and resources to our 

“true capacity”.  But that got me thinking – how do we determine what our true capacity really is.  How do we define that phrase that 

keeps popping up in our dialogue, in our scripture, in words of counsel?  

 

I don’t think it means to give “all she had to live on” – Jesus in his message to the disciples was using exaggeration to make a point – 

to capture our imaginations!   

http://outreach-international.org/shop/�
http://www.outreach-international.org�
mailto:kaycknapp@gmail.com�
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“True Capacity” continued 
 

We first heard mention of how we are to focus our generosity in this direction in Doctrine and Cove-
nants 162:7c “You have been given the principles of generosity, rightly interpreted for a new time. 
These principles call every disciple to tithe faithfully in accordance with means and capacity. Those 

values, deeply rooted in the Restoration faith, affirm that stewardship and discipleship cannot be di-
vided and are dependent upon each other.” 

 

In more recent revelation this idea was put into fuller description:  “Faithful disciples respond to an increasing awareness of the abundant 

generosity of God by sharing according to the desires of their hearts; not by commandment or constraint. Break free of the shackles of conven-
tional culture that mainly promote self-serving interests. Give generously according to your true capacity. Eternal joy and peace await those who 

grow in the grace of generosity that flows from compassionate hearts without thought of return. Could it be otherwise in the domain of God, 
who eternally gives all for the sake of creation?”  D&C 163:9a 

And in the Words of Counsel given to the church during the 2013 World Conference, President/Prophet Steven M.Veazey shared 

these insights on generosity and capacity:   

“Free the full capacity of Christ’s mission through generosity that imitates God’s generosity. Discover deep joy and life’s meaning by promoting 

divine purposes on Earth. Listen to the testimonies of those who are responding and follow your soul’s yearning to come home to God’s grace 
and generosity”. 

Remember, a basic discipleship principle is growing Christ’s mission through both local and world mission tithes according to true capacity. 
Giving to other worthwhile organizations, while an important part of A Disciple’s Generous Response, follows world and local mission tithing 
and should not diminish or replace it. If a law is needed to focus and balance response, then let these tithing principles serve that purpose. 

Tithing is a spiritual practice that demonstrates willingness to regularly offer every dimension of one’s life to God. When defined by faith, love, 
and hopeful planning, including resolving indebtedness, capacity to respond becomes much greater than initially assumed.” 

A Youth Lesson found on the church’s website that teaches generosity is called “All Our Mite” and uses the story of the Widow’s 
mite to illustrate capacity for giving.  It also has an exercise that demonstrates the concept: 

To explore true capacity, hand out balloons or bubble gum to students. If using a balloon, ask them to blow only one 
breath into it. Then ask them to inflate a balloon as big as they can (without popping). True capacity can be compared with 

the balloon. Using a small amount of air doesn’t do much. But when using more available resources, the results are 
greater. The same exercise may be done with bubble gum. Suggest that as we contribute to the life of the church and 
building of the kingdom, true capacity involves an exercise in using all our resources—not just a weak effort. 

 

The lesson can be found at: http://www.cofchrist.org/d&c163/aliyah/youth/ 

 

“True Capacity” is therefore a personal choice we make about how we will use our resources.  This has always been a 

hallmark of the Community of Christ’s understanding of Stewardship, Free Agency and Responsible Choices.  May 
God’s Spirit continue to bless us as we are led into new avenues of generosity and mission as we “Invite People to 

Christ”; “Abolish Poverty, End Suffering”; “Pursue Peace on Earth”; “Develop Disciples to Serve”; and “Experience 
Congregations in Mission”; is my fervent prayer. 

 

Peace, 

Fred Keenan, Mission Center Financial Officer 

http://www.cofchrist.org/d&c163/aliyah/youth/youth163_9.pdf�


Evangelist Corner 
 

My Thoughts:     by Evangelist Richard Streibich 

I have a very profound ache in my heart.  The two year anniversary of the death of our son 
came and went at the very same time of the policy change for ordination and marriage in 

the Community of Christ church. 

 

Now, my wife Donna and I face the loss of more family (that’s what we are in the Community of Christ) and we are very, very 
devastated.  In an effort to save our family, (the body of Christ), I would like to share my story with you. 

 

I grew up with loving but working parents.  Therefore, Sunday School and church were not a part of our lives.  Still, I had a 
desire to talk to God and did almost every night.  I sometimes went to church with my friends but the reasons for going were 
not Godly.   

 

After high school I was introduced to the RLDS church, now Community of Christ and my life has never been the same.   I was 
introduced to the God of Love, Forgiveness, Acceptance, Joy, Hope, Peace and Always Present.  I have always been very back-

ward and humble because when I am in your presence, I have come to understand that I’m in the presence of Christ.  He’s in 
all of His creation. 

 

We have been told not to judge unless we can judge righteously.  To that I say “no man can judge another because we simply 

do not know all the details of their existence, from creation to present.”     Jesus said “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”    
Jesus also tells us that the greatest commandment is   “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind”.   The second is like it.  Love your neighbor as yourself.  All the laws and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments. 

 

As humans it’s difficult for us to get beyond the laws and prophecies given by the prophets because we simply do not fully 

comprehend the vastness and depth of God’s love.  God came to us as Jesus and lived and died as a human for the remission of 
our sins, that we might live life eternal in His kingdom.  As we accept Jesus and are baptized we have been given the following 
counsel.   

D&C 164:5   It is imperative to understand that when you are truly baptized into Christ you become part of a new creation.  
By taking on the life and mind of Christ, you increasingly view yourself and others from a changed perspective.  Former ways of 
defining people by economic status, social class, sex, gender, or ethnicity no longer are primary.  Through the gospel of Christ, a 

new community of tolerance, reconciliation, unity in diversity, and love is being born as a visible sign of the coming reign of God.   

 

The mission of Jesus Christ is ‘the worth of all persons’.   We will always have differences as long as there are two people on 

earth.  We will not always have the opportunity to do what matters most, the mission of Jesus Christ.  If we will busy our-
selves working together to bring the ministries of Jesus to all people and let the Lord deal with the things in life we see as 
problems, His mission can be accomplished. 

 

Remember, ministry is being able to receive as well as give.   

My prayer is that as God continues to bless us and the church, we will be a blessing to others.  

 

  My sincere love to all,  Evangelist Richard Streibich 



 
Maryville Congregation 

 

During an April 7th 2013 business meeting the Maryville congregation voted to disband.  It was a difficult decision for the 
members of a congregation which had worked very hard for a number of years to continue meeting together.  Almost all of 

the members drove in from other communities.     

 

Sunday, May 19, 2013 Maryville Community of Christ held their celebration closing service.  The congregation sang, prayed, 
laughed, and cried.  Many gave testimonies, shared memories, and celebrated the lives touched.  They remembered the times 

they worked, played and worshipped together.  The little congregation located on the outskirts of St. Louis recalled 40 bap-
tisms, 10 ordinations, numerous baby blessings and administrations, and a wedding.  Over the years, people moved in and out 

because of careers, military relocations, college and other life events.  Many people returned for the Sunday service.  Forty-
eight people were present.  They dedicated their lives to continuing the work of witnessing wherever they might be. 

Introducing Pastoral Response Teams 
  

We are SO blessed in this church, to have "specialized" ministries available -- people with 
unique skills and ministries, that God put into the church specifically to be there when 
YOU need them! 

  

BCMC President Joan Munter has organized six Pastoral Response Teams, in locations 
around BCMC, for use now and into the future, that are available anytime you have a 
concern about any topic!  A Pastoral Response Team is a team of two ministers: generally 
an Evangelist and a Teacher, working together with you, to help deal with the complexi-
ties of life. 

  

So, as topics or life situations begin to bother you, or distract you, feel free to reach out and invite a Pastoral Response Team 
to come visit with you.  Life is full of situations when it could be helpful just to have someone to listen and help you on your 
journey.  Many times, congregational ministers are available for that role; but other times, it may be helpful to have access to 
"outside" resources. Any topic is valid, but some examples of possible PRT discussion topics could include: 

 

     Loneliness 

     Congregational disagreements 

     Grief due to loss of loved one 

     Single parenting 

     Kids heading off to college/empty nest 

     Becoming a care giver for aging parents 

     Family relationship challenges 

 

John Etcheson has volunteered to serve as a "contact point" for anyone desiring to set up a confidential chat with a BCMC 
Pastoral Response Team.  He will identify a team in your area, and help bridge the 3 of you together, to arrange a convenient 
time and place for a visit.  You can reach John at: 

       John Etcheson    618-548-1029    jetcheson38@gmail.com 

  

We hope you'll keep these teams in mind, and use them as you have need in your life!  Questions?  Feel free to contact John, 
or Joan Munter. 
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2013 Titus Teams  
 

 Titus Team Leaders, assisted by talented folks from around the Mis-
sion Center, make up your Brush Creek Mission Center Council, 

and are available to help each congregation address your specific 

local needs, as well as provide input & suggestions to Joan. 

 

Our Titus Team ministries will be available to help support, strengthen, and 
encourage your congregation in the months & years ahead.  How?  Pastors 
have been asked to identify specific ministry needs in the congregation, and 

submit them.  Our Titus Team leaders will be continually reviewing that 
list, focusing on the "what matters most" items on the list, and offering to 

help bring expertise, experience, resources, suggestions and other forms of 
empowerment, to your congregation. 

 

So, if you're aware of a congregation or community need, a potential new 

ministry, a way to expand or make more effective your existing ministries, 
or feel prompted by the Spirit to move into new areas of ministry in your 
community, please chat with your pastor, and get that need on our 

"tracking list", so we can begin working with your congregation to "make it 
so". 

  

Congregations and individual disciples are the foundation of Zion-building 

efforts, so we want to do everything in our power to help strengthen both 
of those!  Help us to help you, by sharing those needs & opportunities in 

your area, and we'll do our best to help you address them! 

 

And as you encounter one of these "willing servants" who have agreed to 

add this important ministry to their lives, take a moment to tell them 
"thank you"! 

  

May you find the Peace of Jesus Christ, as we continue together, to build 

up the ministry of Christ in our communities, and help draw people toward 
Him and His kingdom! 

 If you have questions or comments about our Titus Teams, or would like to chat about how a Titus Team can help 
address a local or community situation or opportunity, please contact: 

Brad Bryant, Titus Team Coordinator (BradBryant70@gmail.com or 309-706-6179). 
 

 

TEAMS 
 

Invite People to Christ 

    –Phyllis Thistlewood, Massac Creek 
    Megan Pierce, Mount Vernon 
    Ginger Workman, Brush Creek  
 

Abolish Poverty, End Suffering 

    –Jon Schwengel, Thompsonville 
    Nathan Mack, Salem 
    Daniel Collins, Salem 
 

Pursue Peace on Earth 

    –Karen Witts, Decatur 
    Chris Ober, Effingham 
    Sue Green, Fairfield  
 

Develop Disciples to Serve 

    –Ann Schwengel, Thompsonville 
    Bob White, Eldorado 
    Stefanie Mack, Martinsville  
 
Experience Congregations in Mission 

    –Doug Mack, Flora 
    Sue Mack, Flora 
    Rhiannon Bridgeman, Fairfield  
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World Conference 2013 
   

 In April 2013, around 2800 delegates from 
nations around the world, gathered in Inde-
pendence Missouri, for our "every 3 years" 
World Conference.  As always, it was a won-
derful blessing to experience the diversity of 
cultures, languages, and clothing as delegates 
gathered from the 61 nations where Commu-
nity of Christ has recognized presence.  

   

 If you were not able to attend in person or via the internet broadcasts, you may find it interesting to watch some of the video 
recordings, photos and documents available here:      www.CofChrist.org/wc2013 

   

 The World Conference is much more than just an exciting gathering of believers!  It is the legislative body of the global church, 
with responsibility for transacting the necessary business of the church to cover the next 3-year period.  But beyond the 
"business" parts of the event, there was time for community formation, dialogue, discernment, fellowship, sacraments, worship, 
and enjoying God's Spirit moving among the people.  

   

 During the conference activities, the "worth of all persons" is represented as we simultaneously translate the activities into 
French, Spanish, Tahitian, Portuguese, Russian, Korean, German, Mandarin Chinese, and Oriya.  

   

 Thirty-four folks from the Brush Creek Mission Center spent the week together, serving as delegates from our area of the 
church, and several were active participants in the dialogue and discussions on a variety of topics facing the church.  As we ex-
plored the implications and perspectives presented, and considered the impact on the people and congregations all around the 
world, we were drawn together peacefully by that good Spirit that continues to lead and encourage the church. 

   

 Of specific interest to Brush Creek, our Apostle-designate Barbara Carter was approved for ordination, and officially took her 
place among the Council of Twelve Apostles.  You can learn more about Barb here:  

     www.cofchrist.org/bios/CARTER-BarbaraBIO.rtf 

 Larry McGuire, and his Fourth Quorum of Seventy, continue as missionary partners, working with Barbara and the staff of our 
Northeast USA Mission Field.  Brush Creek currently has two Seventy serving in our area:  Brad Bryant and Jill Grammer, that 
are part of Quorum 4.   For a complete listing of the actions of the 2013 World Conference, please visit: 

     http://www.cofchrist.org/wc2013/official/actions.asp    submitted by Brad Bryant 

USA National Conference 2013 
   
 
 As the church has grown internationally, other nations have had the opportunity to organize and gather in national or re-
gional conferences, but as the founding nation of the church, the North American church never had that chance.  Recent 
changes now allow "national conferences" to occur, so each nation can address social and church issues specific to that na-
tion, culture, and laws. 
 
 Our first ever USA National Conference was held immediately after the World Conference, on April 19-21, and brought 
together around 1500 delegates elected by Mission Centers from church jurisdictions across the USA, to focus on issues 
specific to the USA church.  



 USA National Conference—continued 
 
 Thirty delegates, elected by the Brush Creek Mission Center, traveled to Independence Missouri to  participate in this impor-
tant event.  Like the larger church body, each delegate came to the conference with their own unique life-experiences, expecta-
tions and opinions on the 3 topics that needed exploration and discussion: 
 
     Should the church exclude persons from consideration as priesthood members, merely because of their sexual orientation? 
     Should the church allow same-sex couples to be married within the church, where the state has made it legal? 
     Should the church offer some form of covenant relationship for same-sex couples, where the state has not made marriage legal? 
 
 There were three possible outcomes for each question: 
 
         Recommend no change to our current policy, leaving current church policies on these issues unchanged 
         Recommend that we change the current church policy 
         Report that the conference was unable to reach an agreement about either #1 or #2, which would have kept the policies the same. 
 
 We did not start out with a "yes/no" vote on any of the questions.  Rather, we invested quality "listening time" with each other.  
Each delegate was asked to choose their "place" on a continuum of 1 through 5, for each topic under discussion: 
 

1.      No support for changing the current policy 
2.      Little support for changing the policy 
3.      Some support for changing the policy, but significant concerns 
4.      Significant support for changing the policy, but some concerns 
5.      Full support for changing the policy 

 
 While each delegate in the conference approached the questions in different ways, the leadership carefully balanced each and 
every view point.  We carefully listened to delegates representing each viewpoint, and all five viewpoints got the same amount 
of time and exposure. 
 
 It was important in the process, that we NOT rely solely on a "majority rules" approach, where 50.001% of the people could 
made a decision for the entire USA church.  As such, our team of USA Apostles who led the National Conference, had deter-
mined that it would require 67% or more of the delegates agreeing in category 4 and 5, before a recommendation to change one 
of the policies would be made. 
 
 A straw poll of support on each of the issues was held at the beginning of the conference on Friday morning.  At that time, 
there was NOT enough consensus within the body, to make any recommendation, with only about 63% of the body voting in 
category 4 & 5. 
 
 After spending 3 days together, listening to stories, testimonies, reasons, beliefs, etc., each of the 3 topics were brought up for 
a "yes/no" vote on Sunday morning, requiring a 67% or more "yes" vote in order to make a recommendation to change.  The 
results were: 
 
     Marriage  73.99%   Covenant Commitment  78.78%   Ordination  81.44% 
 
 Within our delegation, and throughout the body of National Conference delegates, there was, and continues to be a wide spec-
trum of feelings on these topics.  And yet, there was a very peaceful spirit among everyone, even in the midst of our uncertainty 
and disagreement on specific topics.  Joan and I are very proud of our BCMC delegates.  Several of our folks uncomfortably and 
voluntarily stood before this gathered body of 2000 people, to openly share their thoughts, feelings and understandings.  We 
prayed together, worshiped together, sought out God's direction and were blessed by His Spirit of peace in our deliberations.  
All voices & perspectives were heard & carefully considered. 
 
 As a result of this USA National Conference, we are recommending that the First Presidency and Council of Twelve Apostles 
develop, approve and implement changes in our current policies on all 3 topics.  Those changes could take up to one year.  In 
the mean time, nothing has changed.  Existing policies continue to be the official policies of the church. 
 
 Even after the policies are changed, it is likely that most congregations will continue to see no change in their operation or min-
istry.  However, the door will be opened to allow the church in some areas, to bring new forms of ministry and to offer the 
blessings of sacraments to persons who are currently excluded. 
 
 It is my hope and prayer, that we will each grow in our ability to tune in to God's mind and will, and continue to find ways that 
we can free our ministries, to be able to provide the unconditional love, blessings and peace of Jesus Christ to all people, wher-
ever they may be on their spiritual journey toward God.  And let's continue to do this, as a loving family, united in service to 
Christ and the coming kingdom of God on earth!    
       Submitted by Brad Bryant 



From:   Brad Bryant   BradBryant70@gmail.com    
Subject:   BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator Update  May 2013 
 

I'm now wrapping up a busy 4 months, serving as your BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator.  While I meet weekly 

with Joan to provide her with progress updates and to keep important projects on track, you haven't received an up-

date since the February e-Bridges newsletter.  So, here is a list of SOME of the key accomplishments that have oc-

curred during these past 2 months: 

Launch Develop Disciples Titus Team 
Facilitate Priesthood Empowerment discussion 
Pastor conference call technical support 
Create job hunter & job openings page for BCMC website 
Attend/Support BCMC delegation at USA National Conference 
Rebuild Traveling Min e-mail DL 
Recorded ordinations, marriage, deaths, moves, transfers, offering envelope changes   
Test Pastor e-mail DL 
Attend/Support World Conference as delegate 
Facilitate WC prep online session 
Build Titus Team web page 
Test Campground Board DL 
Joan Technology consulting 
Create Sacrament report in Shelby for NL 
Test TT Leader DL 
Review/edit announcements/news for BCMC pastors/members 
Youth Camp info published to e-mail & web 
Check copyright USB to CD for new hymnal 
Update Easter schedules for congregations 
Shelby Duplicate Springfield congregation 
Brush Creek Projector 
Create CFO DL 
BC Cabin inventory 
Recorder trainings: Archiving addresses 
Using Technology for distance learning 
Training Directors to access Reunion registration spreadsheet 
update e-mail lists 
Manage Youth Worker reports 
Report Pastor changes for 2013 
Created Youth Worker reports 
Research Mission Initiatives & suggestions on IHQ site 
Review BCMC Recorder duties 
Develop Transfer-In 2012 report 
Update visiting ministry list 
Send YW reports to Joan for congregations 
Recorder training: Head of House guideline for youth 
Lost e-mails to communications contact 
Update e-mail address list 
Plan & facilitate e3 Session 5 Jan 2013 
Test BCMC Recorder e-mail DL 
Test Council e-mail DL 
Using WizIQ Recordings 
Test Min Endowment DL 
Document projects/tasks/timelines 
Web password request form broken 
Add Kevin Bryant biography for Reunion 
Research shipping/pickup options for new hymnals 
Send 2013 BCMC Directory to field leaders 
Train Registrars on Reunion Registration form 
Distribute Member report by congregations to recorders 
Review MEMBERS report & correct 
Recorder training: step-by-step instructions 
Facilitate Decatur worship broadcast with Michele McGrath 
Facilitate Decatur Pastor/CFO session & broadcast with Michele 



We are 28 congregations in the Central and 
Southern areas of Illinois, plus Sikeston Missouri, 
that are part of a world-wide church known as 
Community of Christ.  Our mission is to pro-
claim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  
joy, hope, love and peace.  
 
We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 
Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 
Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-
ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  
The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 
bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        
 

Brush Creek Mission Center      

Brush Creek   
Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  
jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 
 

e-Bridges Editor:   
Donna Savage  
618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Please share this       
     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-
brushcreek-
missioncenter.org/ 

 

 http://
www.bccampgrounds.org 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

BCMC 2013 Dates  

   

 

            
 

May 27  Monday  Memorial Day   

June 9—13   Sun-Thurs. Junior Camp  Emily Putbrese, John Bunnell 

June 15—21 Sat-Friday June Reunion  Joyce Keenan 

June 22—28 Sat-Friday Senior High Camp  Keith Rhine 

July 4  Thursday  Independence Day 

July 6—12 Sat-Friday Junior High Camp  Jacob Burkett 

July 20—26 Sat-Friday July Reunion  Glenn Webb 

July 20—27 Sat-Saturday SPECtacular  Donna Savage 

Sept 20—22 Fri—Sun  Women's Retreat  Deby Klein 

October 26 Saturday  BCMC Fall Conference   

December   YuleTide Retreat  Stefanie Mack 
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Medical Treatment Consent 
I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of 

___________________________________________ hereby authorize any necessary 

medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also 

guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medial treatment. (Physician, 

hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  and authorize release as necessary of 

HIPAA Protected Health Information.  
 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant 

acknowledges that even though every effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free 

environment, incidents may occur. 

 In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

of the Community of Christ, for participation in this event, we (I) being 21 years of 

age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-participant, 

if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 

to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of  Christ and 

the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 

negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and 

expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the 

child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip 

or activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s 

name) participation in activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, 

including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. 

I have deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for 

participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has 

the necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is 

approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want                                   _______________ 

(child’s name) to participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Photo & Video Release 
 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I 

hereby give consent to and authorize the taking of photographs or video tape in which 

the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 

pictures or video, , and authorize their use for any and all official resource, use or 

purpose,  including but not limited to print, film, or electronic media and reproduction 

or digital representation on the internet/world wide web.   

 

Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release 

and consent. 

  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 

 

 

Payment: Sponsor = $              , Camper = $              , Check #s:_____ / CASH 

GENERAL INFORMATION: Camp Attending: _____________________  

Camper's Name: 

Age: Birth date: Shirt Size: Sex: Male/Female  

Grade Going into in Fall: Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip  

Email:  Have you previously 

attended a BCMC camp? Church/Congregation: 

Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 

Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  

Work Phone:  Home  Cell   
 
Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: _____________________ 
  
WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Name  Relationship  Phone  

Address  Cell Phone  

City  State  Zip  

MEDICAL HISTORY 

1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. (if none, so state) _________________ 

2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic     

    medical condition? (If so, please explain. (If none, so state))  

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. Does camper carry medications on person? (If none, so state) ___________ 

Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 

Purpose: _______________________________________________________  
4. Does camper require prescription medications? (If none, so state) ________ 

Medication(s):___________________________________________________ 

Purpose: _______________________________________________________ 

5. Family Physician: ____________________Phone: ____________________ 

Office: ___________ Address: _____________________________________ 

6. Health Insurance Co: ________________                     Phone: ___________ 

Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________  
Group No.: _____________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 

7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? (If "yes,"  

describe. if "no," so state)__________________________________________ 

8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other 

personal concerns that the camp staff should know about for the camp? 

_______________________________________________________________ 



 

2013 CAMP REGISTRATION FORM 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org 

 

Schedule/Registration for Summer Youth Camps 
 
REGISTRATION FOR ALL CAMPS STARTS AT 3:30 P.M. AND ENDS AT 5:00 P.M. 

ON THE FIRST DAY! 

CAMPS CLOSE FOR ALL CAMPS ON THE FINAL DAY AT 11:00 A.M. 

PLEASE MAIL THE FORM TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE CAMP YOU WILL BE 

ATTENDING 
  

PLEASE CHECK THE CAMP YOU WILL BE ATTENDING: 
Make Checks Payable to Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 

BRUSH CREEK YOUTH CAMPS 

Registration Instructions 

 The directors prefer that campers register 3 

weeks before camp. Anyone who has registered 

early will receive room preference according to 

that camp director’s discretion. Any other 

circumstances will be determined by the director. PLEASE 

READ IMPORTANT INFORMATION LETTER. 

1. Make sure to FILL OUT SHIRT SIZE: portion of the form. 

Please make clear whether it will be child or adult size.  

2. Tear this sheet in half and mail the registration/consent form to 

the director of the camp your child will be attending along with 

payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant 

information. Keep the other portion for contact info and 

instructions.  

3. Make sure to fill out the Camp Attending line of the form 

4. If you have a sponsoring congregation, please notify the Pastor 

your intent on attending youth camp. If you do not have a 

sponsoring congregation, talk to the director of the camp you 

want to attend to find out more information. 

5. Continue to fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and 

attach any other relevant information to the form. 

6. Do not forget to flip over the page and fill out the consent form. 

7. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 

8. Make checks payable to: Brush Creek Campgrounds, please 

include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 

9. Mark your calendar for the date that your child will be attending 

the youth camp. 

10. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other 

questions or important information. 

 

Junior Camp                 June 9 – 13, 2013            

Registration Fee $65.00               “Sunday - Thursday” 

(Grades - going into 4, 5, & 6 grades) (Suggested Ages 9 - 11)   

Director – Emily Putbrese, P.O. Box 212, Xenia, IL 62899 

                   Phone:(618) 678-4232, Email:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com 

Senior High Camp   June 22 – 28, 2013              

Registration Fee $80.00               “Saturday - Friday” 

(Grades - going into 10, 11, 12 grades & Graduated High School Seniors 

entering College) (Suggested Ages 15 –18) 

Director – Keith Rhine, 11722 Norman Rd, Marion, IL 62959 

                    Phone (618) 997-3455, Email: keith.rhine@centralvet.net  

Junior High Camp   July 6 – 12, 2013  

Registration Fee $80.00               “Saturday - Friday” 

(Grades - going into 7, 8, & 9 grades) (Suggested Ages 12-14)   

Director – Jacob Burkett, 510 Airport Rd, Salem, IL 62881 

                   Phone (618)267-7374 – Email: jlburkett@att.net  

www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org
mailto:emilyputbrese@hotmail.com
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WELCOME TO THE 2013 BRUSH CREEK 

CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 

It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to attend 

the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the majority of camp 

according to the start and end dates, you must make arrangements prior 

to the start of the camp with the director. 

 

VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable 

to register for camp, should not take the liberty to visit the camp 

unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior 

arrangements with the director. 

 

WHAT TO BRING: Each camper should bring bedding materials, 

clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and etc. to live at the campgrounds 

for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring 

old clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their 

scriptures, writing materials, and musical instruments suitable for 

worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, 

camera with film, and others items if they want to participate in those 

activities.  All items should be identified with the camper’s name. 

 

ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, 

radios, iPods, computers, or video games are not allowed at church 

camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  

Meals, canteen, and water will be 

available at appropriate times. 

 

This is a Drug Free Environment.  
Only prescribed medical prescriptions 

for the camper is allowed.  Upon arrival, 

the 

medicine will be given to the camp 

nurse for proper administration. 

 

CANTEEN (snacks): Both Early & Late Junior Camps have canteen 

fees included in registration fees.  Other camps should plan on bringing 

$3 - $8 for each day for canteens breaks as desired by camper and parent.   

 

DRESS CODE: Wear modest clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual 

nature of the camp. Any kind of dress or grooming which presents a 

safety hazard to the individual or which tends to create a disturbance or 

disrupts the nature of the camp will not be allowed.  It is required that all 

campers wear footwear everywhere on the grounds.  The following 

clothing choices are considered unacceptable and campers may be asked 

to change clothing if deemed inappropriate: 

 Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal 

drugs 

 Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or 

hatred of any group or person 

 Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or 

cutoff t-shirts 

 All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-

length 

 Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy 

- Please bring modest swimming attire consistent with a church 

sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece 

bathing suit or if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt 

must be worn over your bathing suit. 

 Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 

another name for first loser"). 

 

VALUABLES - Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, 

and large amounts of money, etc. should not be brought to camp. 

Campers accept all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own 

possessions. 



Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for JUNE  Reunion to: 

Donna Bryant 1103 Bull Street  Normal IL  61761 309-826-3486  djonette55@gmail.com 

Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for JULY Reunion to: 

John & Marsha Kuppart 1324 Dorris Hts Rd  Harrisburg IL 62946 618-252-3245 jkuppart@frontier.com 

 

2013 Brush Creek Reunion Registration & Lodging Request Form 

Please Mark Which Reunion You Are Attending (check one only –complete 1 form for each event) 

 June 15-21:  Joyce Keenan, Director  July 20-26:  Glenn Webb/Mike Hodge, Directors 

Family Name _________________________________________ Home Congregation: ___________________ 

Home Address _____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________  Phone # (_______)________-____________ 

WE PLAN TO STAY:   All Week OR Only these nights: Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

LOCATIONS:  Please rank the following locations in order of choice (1 = First Choice, 2 = Second Choice, etc.)   

Only rank those locations you would be willing to stay in for reunion. 

 Lodge Room  Campground “Motel” Unit   Personal Camper or RV  

 Cabin   the Cabin I maintain #____   Other (Specify) _______________________ 

 I will attend Reunion, but do not need accommodations 

VERY IMPORTANT:  List ALL People Attending or Staying in the above Room or Space.   

Registration fee applies to all, whether staying overnight or commuting to/from Brush Creek campground. 

All Campers under 18 MUST be accompanied by, and lodge with, an adult who will be responsible for them. 

Name PH Office Age  
(at camp) 

Next 

Grade 

Reg Fee 

($25 ea) 

Youth 

Worker? 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Early Payment Discount:  Deduct $10 per person if your PAYMENT is postmarked  

by May 15 for June Reunion; or June 22 for the July Reunion 
-$  

TOTAL Registration Fee Due      

Utility Fee:  A $35 per unit fee will be collected when you check in at camp, to offset the Air Conditioning costs. 
SPECIAL NEEDS: Please indicate any Special Needs for housing or meals at Reunion that we should know about 

(e.g. physical handicap, dietary, etc).  Every effort to accommodate these needs will be made when making assignments. 

 

 

Comments/Questions?  

 

Please complete PAGE 2 of this form too! 



Revised: 2/14/2013 8:12:00 AM 

During Reunion, I would like information about:  Evangelist Blessings  Baptism  Confirmation 

  Marriage   Joining the church  Learning about the church  Having my children blessed  

 Other _____________________________________________________________________________ 

In order to protect the health and safety of all campers, please print, complete and submit one copy of this 

page, for EACH family sending children to Reunion with you.  Note the importance of having their 

parents/guardians sign the form, in all 3 spots!   

Child’s Family Last Name: _____________________________________ 

Medical Treatment Consent  
I, the undersigned, being the parent, next of kin, or legal guardian of the child (or the children) listed on 

page 1, hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, 

camp nurse). I also guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, 

hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.), and authorize release as necessary of HIPAA Protected 

Health Information.  

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

What allergies or other medical conditions should we be aware of? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please attach a photo copy of your family Insurance Card with this Registration Form 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent  
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every 

effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. In consideration for 

being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for participation in 

this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my 

child-participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 

to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of Christ and its agents, 

officers, directors and employees from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 

negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any 

nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while 
said child is participating in the above described trip or activity.  

I/We specifically consent to ____________________________ [child(ren)’s name] participation in 

activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, 

boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I have deleted any items from the preceding list to 

which I do not give consent for participation.  

I/We certify that ________________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] has the 

necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can 

swim).  

I/We specifically do NOT want ____________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] to 

participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

Photo & Video Release 
By attending and participating in a Brush Creek Mission Center Reunion event, I understand and agree 

with the Photo & Video Release statement published here:  http://bit.ly/BCPhoto   

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

 

http://bit.ly/BCPhoto


Refresh! 
 
 
Are you ready for an experience that you will never forget?  Make plans now to attend 
SPECTACULAR 2013 on July 20-27.   If you’ve been to Spec before, you know what an 
amazing experience it is.  If you haven’t been yet, take a chance and try something new.  
I guarantee you will be glad you did. 
 
SPECTACULAR is a week of sports, arts, and activities on the campus of Graceland 
University in Lamoni, Iowa.  SPEC is sponsored by the Community of Christ, and is 
offered for all youth who have just completed their sophomore, junior or senior year of 
high school.  Our delegation (Midwest Crossroads) includes four mission centers – Brush 
Creek, Chicago, Gateway and Kentucky/Indiana.   
 
Our group will be meeting in Lamoni, Iowa, on Friday, July 20th and will be housed in a 
church for that night.  We meet on Friday night because it gives us the opportunity to get 
acquainted and get our teams set in advance. 
 
We will move onto the campus in the early afternoon on Saturday, and get settled into the 
dorms.  The boys will be housed in Gunsolley or Graybill Hall; the girls will be housed in 
Tess Morgan.  There will be staff members with our delegation living in the dorms with 
you.  You will choose your roommates in the dorms.  Some of the rooms have two, three 
or four occupants and more if numbers dictate.   
 
The sports at SPEC are available at four different levels - all the way from, “I’m really 
good and I want college scouts to see me” to “I’ve never played soccer before, but I’d 
really like to try it”.  There is something for everyone.  So when you sign up for the 
sports on your delegation registration form please be sure to mark your ability level so we 
can get you on the right team.  You can change your choices when we meet on Friday 
night, so don’t worry if you change your mind after you submit your form. 
 
REGISTRATION 
 
There are two registration forms attached/ enclosed.  One form is the official Spec 
registration form.  The other is our delegation registration form containing the sports and 
activity sign-up.  Both forms need to be completed and signed by both the camper and a 
parent or guardian.  Both forms and a copy of your health insurance card need to be 
returned to me no later than June 1, 2013. 
 
SPEC COSTS 
 



The total cost of Spectacular is $375 for the first child in a family.  This cost is a 
combination of the delegation fee of $60 and the Spectacular tuition of $315.  For 
additional children in a family and/or for a first time friend (friend that you bring who is 
attending with you for the first time), the total cost is $325.  If you miss the June 1st 
deadline, those costs increase to $550 and $500.  Staff fee is $260. 
 
Please send both forms and a check for your total fees to me (Val Brennan), 9897 
Equestrian Way, Zionsville, IN  46077.  The forms and check must be postmarked on or 
before June 1, 2013. 
 
Would you like to have your all of your costs paid for?  How about designing our 
delegation t-shirt?  The design must contain the following: 
 

- Midwest Crossroads 
- Spectacular 
- The theme, which is “Refresh” 
- 2013 

 
This year we will be awarding prizes to two winners.  If your design is chosen as the first 
place winner, your Spec costs will be refunded to you after the event.  The second place 
winner will receive ½ of the costs refunded.  Please see the enclosed contest form and 
mail your design to me no later than May 17th. 
 
TRAVEL                     
 
Each Mission Center will handle its own transportation.  Contact the following person in 
your mission center for more information:  
 
 Chicago – Evan Easterhouse - 847.812.2023 – easterhouse@gmail.com 
 Gateway – Rob & Suzette Ryder – 573-690-9198 (Rob) or 573-690-5048  
  (Suzette)  or rydworth61@mchsi.com 
 KY/IN – Alisha Bauman – 574-904-8919 or abauman@cofchrist.org 
 Brush Creek – Donna Savage – 618-842-3464 or donnagreensavage@yahoo.com  
 
 
I am proud to be the leader of our delegation.  We have a longstanding great reputation at 
SPEC.  Because of this, we will be very strict about behavior and following rules.  We 
are fortunate because our mission centers are so supportive of each of you experiencing 
Spec.  Let’s represent those mission centers with dignity, integrity, character and 
especially good sportsmanship.    
 
I know that each of you will help us to uphold the high standards set by those who’ve 
attended before us and continue the tradition of Midwest Crossroads on into the future. 
Please prepare for SPEC and IYF prayerfully.  You’ll be amazed at the effect that will 
have on every aspect of your SPEC experience. 
 



 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER!  

T-Shirt design entry must be postmarked no later than May 17, 2013. 
Registration forms and tuition must be postmarked no later than June 1, 2013. 

Please take ample time to fill out COMPLETELY the enclosed registration forms.  Make 
sure you have included ALL the information - shirt sizes, sign up for sports and arts, etc.   
You are encouraged to ask friends to join you at SPEC - feel free to copy the form if you 
need to.   BE SURE TO SIGN AND HAVE YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGN 
FORMS. 
 

Please send your registration forms, fee and contest entries to me: 
Val Brennan 

9897 Equestrian Way 
Zionsville, IN  46077 

317-698-4163 
vbrennan@somersetcpas.com 

                     
                      Make all checks payable to Spectacular Fund! 
 
If you have more questions, feel free to call me (317-698-4163) or e-mail at 
vbrennan@somersetcpas.com.  I would love to explain SPEC to you! 
 
  

Don't miss these great opportunities - they will be lifelong memories!! 
I CAN'T WAIT TO SEE ALL OF YOU!!!!! 

 



Office use:  Reg. amt. pd.______ck#______date_______Tuit. amt. pd.______ck#______date_______
   
           

MIDWEST CROSSROADS DELEGATION 
REGISTRATION FORM 

SPECTACULAR SPORTS & ACTIVITIES SIGN-UP 
2013 

 
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY!!!                                
 
Name________________________________________________________ Male______Female_____ 
 
Mission Center__________________________  Home Congregation ___________________________ 
 
Please fill out the following section completely!  Sports at SPEC are divided into four levels of 
competition based on ability.  You may play two team sports (you may NOT play volleyball AND coed 
volleyball) and as many individual sports as you wish.  On the line to the left of the sport, mark your first 
choice (1st), second choice (2nd), etc.  On the line to the right of the sport rank your ability level from 1 
to 4, with 1 being the best.  Follow this pattern for the individual sports as well.  ONLY RANK THE 
SPORTS YOU PLAN TO PLAY. 
 
Example:  1st SOCCER  3 
 
 
TEAM SPORTS (Choose only 2)   INDIVIDUAL SPORTS (Any number) 
  Choice                           Ability Level                                  Choice       Ability Level 
________Basketball____________   ________Table Tennis___________ 
________Volleyball_____________   ________Racquetball____________ 
________Volleyball (coed)_______   ________Tennis (singles)_________ 
________Softball______________   ________Tennis (doubles)________ 
________Soccer______________   ________Golf__________________ 
        ________Wrestling______________ 
        ________Track_________________ 
        ________Swimming_____________ 
 
Please mark the following activities if you plan to participate: 
 
______Music Competition 
______Extravaganza Musical 
______Scholastic Bowl Competition 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I agree to abide by all rules of SPECTACULAR and those of the Midwest Crossroads delegation 
I understand that failure to comply with these rules could result in my being sent home from the camp.   
I also understand that, should that occur, my transportation home will be my responsibility.   
 
______________________________/_____________________________________/_____/____/____  
          Camper Name (Print)         Camper Signature  Date 
 
______________________________________/__________________________ __/_____/____/____ 
    Parent Name (Print)            Parent Signature   Date 



SPEC  REGISTRATION FORM Delegation: ______________________________________ 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________ Check all that apply: 
Last    First    Middle Initial

              

Address:  ________________________________________________ Camper     Staff       Gender: M     F    
Number and Street 

  Birth date ___________________________ 
      _________________________________________________________________________________________ Last Grade Completed:     10     11     12   

                         
City       State/Province       Zip/Postal Code             Country

            T-Shirt Size:  S     M     L     XL    XXL    3XL  
Participant’s  
    E-mail Address: _______________________________________________________   

      Home Phone No: _____________________________________________ Are you a member of the following: 

    Cell Phone No.: _________________________________      Texting?  Yes       No    Facebook      Twitter Name________________ 
     My Space      Aim Name__________________ 
Sibling in Attendance as a Camper:  ________________________________________      
    
First-time Friend Coming with Me: __________________________________________ 

 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  

 
Parent(s)/Legal Guardian:  ____________________________________(____)___________________(____)_____________________(____)_______________ 
    Name(s)       Home Phone                           Work Phone                              Cell Phone 

Parent(s)/Legal Guardian:  ____________________________________(____)___________________(____)_____________________(____)_______________ 
    Name(s)       Home Phone                           Work Phone                              Cell Phone 

Parent/Legal Guardian e-mail address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Contact: _________________________________________(____)___________________(____)_____________________(____)_______________ 
    Name(s)       Home Phone                           Work Phone                              Cell Phone 
 ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  

Medical History - (Please circle Yes or No and explain any “Yes” Answers)  

Yes      No   Are you allergic to any foods, latex, medications, etc.?  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Yes      No  Are you presently under a physician’s care for any acute/chronic medical condition? _______________________________________________ 

Yes      No Are you currently taking any medications? ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Yes      No   Do you have any physical or intellectual restrictions? Any emotional or medical conditions that need special attention? __________ ____________ 

 If yes, please list all mental health and/or physical conditions.  ________________________________________________________________ 

Yes      No Have you recently been exposed to a contagious disease?  __________________________________________________________________ 

Yes      No    Any special diet needs?     diabetic    vegetarian   other  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Family Physician: ________________________________ PHONE: _____________________________  (Attach a Photocopy of Your Insurance Card) 

         
Statement of Consent and Release 

I, the undersigned, have read and consent to the rules, guidelines and releases specified on the reverse of this form. I have read, understand and agree to abide by the Mission statement, 
Expectations of Conduct, Guest Policy and Dress Code. 
 
_____________________________________________________________  ________________________________________________________________________ 
   Participant        Parent/Legal Guardian/Next of Kin (if participant under 21) 

Print two copies:  One for SPEC Registration; One for Delegation Leaders 
 



Release and Consent

Please read each of the following Release and Consent Statements, and sign the front of this

registration form.

Medical Treatment Consent

I, as parent, legal next-of-kin, or guardian of the registrant listed on this form hereby authorize

any necessary medical treatment for this person.  I also guarantee payment of all charges incurred

during this medical treatment.  (Physician, hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)

Activity Participation Consent

I specifically consent for the registrant�s participation in activities offered by SPECTACULAR,

including but not limited to boating, swimming, organized and informal sports events.  I have deleted any

items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for participation.

I certify that the registrant has the necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities

(i.e. if boating is approved, the participant can swim).

Liability Release

The parent, legal guardian, next-of-kin, or participant signing the reverse of this page acknowl-

edges that even though every effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may

occur.

In consideration for being accepted for participation at SPECTACULAR, the parent/guardian does for

myself and for and on behalf of this registrant, if said registrant is not 21 years of age or older, hereby

release, forever discharge and agree to hold harmless Community of Christ, SPECTACULAR, Graceland

University, and the directors, agents, and employees thereof from any and all liability, claims or demands for

personal injury, sickness or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any nature whatsoever

which may be incurred by the parent/guardian and the registrant that occur while said registrant is participat-

ing in SPECTACULAR.

The parent/guardian further agrees to hold harmless and indemnify said organization, its direc-

tors, employees and agents, for any liability sustained by said organization as the result of the negligent,

willful or intentional acts of said participant, including expenses incurred attendant thereto.

Photo Release

In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I hereby give consent to

and authorize the taking of photographs or video tape in which the registrant may appear.  I hereby waive

all right of privacy in and to any said pictures or tapes.



SPECTACULAR
Mission Statement

The mission of SPECTACULAR is to create a safe, Christ-centered community that encourages young women and men to

discover God, their inherent worth, and cultivate and express their giftedness.

Expectations of Conduct
We expect...

1.  ...all participants (campers, counselors, coaches, teachers, leaders) will be registered with SPECTACULAR.

2.  ...SPECTACULAR participants will treat all Campers and Leaders with respect and that all participants will act in a

       manner consistent with the SPECTACULAR Mission Statement.

3.  ...all Leaders will realize that their main responsibility at SPECTACULAR is to provide Christian ministry to and with

       Campers.  As such, the interactions between Leaders and Campers should reflect the trust and respect inherent in this

       relationship.

4.  ...SPECTACULAR Campers, as well as Delegation Leaders and Staff, will arrive on time and participate in the

      following activities:  Morning Celebration;  all class periods;  all-camp worships;  Celebrate SPECTACULAR (Opening

      Ceremonies & Evening Activity on the first night); and any other all-camp activity.

5.  ...SPECTACULAR Campers, as well as Delegation Leaders and Staff, will observe the rules regarding residence

      hall life:

A) All Campers and Leaders to be in the residence halls as designated by camp schedule.

B) All Campers and Leaders are to ensure lights are out as designated by camp schedule.

C) SPECTACULAR observes a closed residence hall policy with regard to camp visitors and camp participants

of the opposite gender.  Campers, Leaders, and Visitors should use the main lounge areas for waiting on

and visiting with these persons.

6. ...SPECTACULAR Campers will not leave campus unless they have received permission from their Delegation Leader

       and they are accompanied by a Delegation Leader or Delegation Staff member.

7. ...SPECTACULAR Campers, Leaders and Staff will conduct themselves in such a way that we can truly fulfill the role

       of SPECTACULAR as a Christian event.  This would include, but not be limited to:

--Refraining from using alcohol, tobacco or any controlled substances while at SPECTACULAR.

--Refraining from sexual activities not consistent with a life lived in Christian Community, including, but not

              limited to, pre-marital sexual intimacy.

--Refraining from abusive language including swearing and racial epithets as well as other language that may

  promote hatred towards any group or person.  Swearing includes, but is certainly not limited to the use of the

  name of God, Jesus, or Christ, in a demeaning or irreverent manner.

8.  ...Campers and Leaders will recognize that SPECTACULAR is a Christian youth celebration of arts, leadership and

       athletics, designed to promote wholeness within adolescent life.

9.  ...any Camper or Leader who chooses not to follow these expectations will also choose not to attend SPECTACULAR.

We realize there may be times when unusual circumstances prevent Campers and Leaders from following one or more of these

expectations.  We encourage you to share with the SPECTACULAR Directors or Head of Security as early as possible if you

know of any special issues that may make it impossible for any Camper or Leader to follow a listed expectation.

If any Camper or Leader fails to meet these expectations, their behavior should be reported to both the Delegation Leader and a

SPECTACULAR Leader (Directors or Head of Security) as soon as possible.  In conjunction with the Delegation Leader, the

SPECTACULAR Leadership will investigate the circumstances and assign an appropriate disciplinary action.  It is our intention to

be fair and just, but we are serious about providing a Christian environment where all these expectations are followed by all

participants.  It is not our intention to punish an entire group, delegation or team because of the action of one or a few individuals.

Furthermore, it is not our intention that this policy usurp any Delegation Leader�s authority to hold their Campers and Leaders to

an even higher standard of conduct at this Christian event.



Guest Policy

The SPECTACULAR Steering Committee is committed to providing a safe environment for our young people.  We recognize

that it may be appropriate at times for guests of SPECTACULAR participants to visit the camp and experience the SPEC-

TACULAR spirit with family members or friends.  Guests should understand that registered SPECTACULAR participants

(campers and leaders) will receive priority access to all camp events.

SPECTACULAR Guests are required to Register as a guest in the SPECTACULAR Office in the Memorial Student Center.

Upon registering:

**  Guests are invited to observe camp activities during the week; at all times, registered SPECTACULAR participants

     (campers and leaders) will receive priority access to all events.

**  Guests are invited to eat with campers or leaders in the Commons.  Meal payment may be made at the beginning

     of the serving line.

**  Guests are invited to visit with campers or leaders in the main lounges of each residence hall and other public places.

**  Guests staying overnight are invited to make their housing arrangements off campus.

While we anticipate SPECTACULAR Guests might attend activities with campers and leaders, SPECTACULAR participants

will receive priority for any event that might have limited space.  In addition, in order to provide the safest environment pos-

sible for our young people, we expect that SPECTACULAR Guests would limit their stays to two days or less.

Dress Code

The SPECTACULAR Steering Committee, in its efforts to be true to the mission of SPECTACULAR as a Christian event, has

developed a Dress Code that will help ensure that all SPECTACULAR participants feel welcome and safe during the week.

Unacceptable Clothing:

Any clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs.

Any clothing promoting companies that produce or promote consumption of alcohol or tobacco.

Any clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or hatred of any group or person.

Any clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes or refers to sexual actions or situations

(e.g. Coed Naked shirts, Big Johnson shirts, etc.).

Any clothing that Staff and Campers would not wear at other Christian events.

Any clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. �Second place is another name for first �loser��).

While we recognize that often the heat of July, as well as participation in sports, may cause excessive perspiration, we do

expect that SPECTACULAR participants will wear shirts/cover-ups.

We expect our Staff and Campers to wear shoes for their safety.

Because SPECTACULAR is a very large event, it will be impossible for SPECTACULAR Leaders to monitor the entire camp

with respect to what clothing is being worn.  All participants, especially delegation leaders and staff, are invited to join with

the SPECTACULAR steering committees in monitoring first and foremost their own delegation to ensure they are dressing

appropriately. It is not our intention that this policy usurp any Delegation Leader�s authority to hold their Campers and

Leaders to an even higher standard of dress or conduct at this Christian event.
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