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Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

The Lord gives strength to His people; 
the Lord blesses His people with peace. 

 
Psalm 29:11 

 
At this time of uncertainty for so many we all need His strength and His peace.  We have 

allowed the adversary to change our focus from the mission of Jesus Christ to worldly con-

cerns.  Many of our conversations involve our fears and worries about the future, causing us 
to miss the needs of others around us.  The world is still crying out for the message that 

needs to be shared – the message that unites us—Christ’s mission.   

 

A recent entry from Jesus Calling (paraphrased) shares a promise we are all seeking.  Fol-
lowing Him one step at a time is the only way to move through this world.  We see huge 

mountains looming before us, and we start to wonder how we are going to scale those 

heights.  Because we are not looking where we are going we stumble on the easy path 
where He is leading us.  As He helps us get back on our feet, we tell Him how worried we 

are about the cliffs ahead.  But we don’t know what will happen today, let alone tomorrow.  
There may be a turn we cannot see ahead that will take us away from the mountains; or, 

there may be an easier way up the mountains that we cannot see from a distance.  But if He 

does lead us up the cliffs, He will equip us for the difficult climb.   

 

 

We are called to keep our minds on the present journey where the needs around us are 

visible IF we stay focused on that call and the One who dialed our number. 

My love for all of you in the Mission Center grows daily and my greatest desire is for peace 

and unity in our walk with the Spirit.  With Hope and Love,  Joan 

 

We must choose to walk by faith, not by sight, trusting Him to open the way before us. 

 

   Joan  

 

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

 Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  
jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 
Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

In this issue: 
Brush Creek Mission Center news 

World and National Conference information 

BCMC Internal Audit report 

Historic Sites Bus tour information 

Reunion Registration  information 
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Thank you Dee Ann 
 

We want to extend a huge thank you to Dee Ann Hodge for her 

years of service as our Mission Center Recorder.  Dee Ann has asked 
to be relieved of this responsibility, and Brad Bryant is filling in until a 

replacement can be found.   

 

Dee Ann was recognized with a certificate from the World Church at 

a recent service in the Salem Congregation.   

Effingham and Decatur Host Important Meetings 

 

On Saturday, February 23, the Mission Center President and Counselors, Mission Center Financial Officer and 

Counselors, Mission Initiatives Coordinator Brad Bryant, and Administrative Assistant Tammy Austin were invited 
to attend a meeting with Field Apostolic Assistant Michele McGrath.   

 

Because some were unable to attend physically, Brad set up an electronic way for them to participate.   

 

This meeting covered several topics of concern to our congregations.  We discussed Pastoral Response Teams and 
Faithful Disagreement, as well as the revitalization of congregations.  

 

Thank you to the Effingham Congregation for the use of their church.  

 

On Sunday, several congregations and individuals joined the Decatur congregation for their morning worship service, 
during which Michele McGrath brought the morning message and Deby Klein and David McArthur were set apart as 
co-pastors.  The Decatur congregation provided a meal for all in attendance prior to the afternoon meeting which 

was open to all pastors and counselors and anyone else who was interested in the topics – Congregational insurance 

and Congregational revitalization.  Michele McGrath and Rick Boyd, Team Leader for Risk Management conducted 
the meeting – Michele at Decatur and Rick in Independence – (thank you, Brad).   Pastors and counselors who could 

not attend were invited to attend electronically – (again thanks, Brad).  Some of our congregations opened their 
churches for anyone who wanted to join in.   

 

Thank you to Michele and Rick for your expertise and to the Decatur congregation for 
the great meal and for hosting us for the day.    



needed, so we will not need any more names for the National Conference.   
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National Conference Delegate Training Well Attended 

 

Most of your representatives for the National Conference met the first weekend of February for fellowship, fun, food 

and an all day training session on Saturday with Apostle Designate Barbara Carter and Field Minister Craig Martens.  

Many have commented on how helpful the training was for them.   

 

I want to thank all of those who attended (we had several who were out of state and they made the effort to train in 

Florida and Texas.)  Our Mission Center is blessed to have dedicated people who take this responsibility seriously.   

Please pray for our delegation and the entire conference that the will of God will be uppermost in our minds.   

Please keep these delegations in your prayers now and 

during the conferences. 

A Few World Conference Delegates Needed 

 
We need a few more delegates for World Conference.  Since we did not 

have enough names turned in, we have no alternates for this conference.  If you would like to serve as a World 
Conference delegate please let Joan Munter know as soon as possible.  If you would be willing to let your name 

stand for the alternate list it would be helpful.  Right now, if someone can’t go, we have no one to put in their 

place. 

 
We have a full slate of delegates for the National Conference, as well as 11 alternates who will be available, if 

World Conference   
 
April 13— 18  2013 Independence, MO 
   

Christ’s Mission Is Our Mission  

USA National Conference      
 
April 19—21, 2013  Independence, MO 
 

Together in Christ    A Journey of Faith 
 
Where possible and appropriate, convene national or field conferences to provide opportunities for broader dialogue, under-
standing, and consent. In those gatherings, let the spirit of love, justice, and truth prevail.—Doctrine and Covenants 164:7  
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2013 Brush Creek Dates Announced 

 

 June 9—13   Sun-Thurs. Junior Camp  

June 15—21 Sat-Friday June Reunion  

June 22—28 Sat-Friday Senior High Camp 

July 6—12 Sat-Friday Junior High Camp 

July 20—26 Sat-Friday July Reunion  

Pastors’ and Counselors’ Meetings 
at Reunions 

At the 2012 June Reunion, a pastors’ and counsel-
ors’ meeting was held on Sunday afternoon.  Sev-

eral asked if we could have a meeting at both re-
unions this summer so that more could attend.   

The directors of both reunions have been con-

sulted and have okayed a meeting on Sunday after-
noon at both reunions.  These meetings will begin 

at 1:30 in the white church sanctuary.   

We don’t meet often because of travel expense 

and distance, so this is a good opportunity for us 

to be together when many are already attending 
the reunions.  The same information will be cov-

ered at both meetings, but you are welcome to 
come to both if you desire.   

Thank you for all 

of your hard work 
and dedication! 

Possible Women’s Retreat in the Fall 

 
We are considering (and have placed a TBA on the schedule in 
the directories) having a women’s retreat at Brush Creek this 

fall.  Before you get too excited let me tell you I have contacted 
Gail Mengel and health reasons will keep her from being in-
volved this time.  She sent her regrets! 

 

I would like to hear suggestions for guest ministry from those 

of you who would be interested in attending this retreat.  Also, 
we need a director for this event and I would welcome volun-
teers for this position.  Please let me know if you are interested 

in directing the retreat or if you have suggestions to offer.  

 

OK Ladies – let’s prepare for a fun weekend full of laughter, 

fellowship and spiritual reawakening.   

 

2013 BCMC Directory 
 
By the time you get this edition of e-Bridges, our 2013 BCMC Directory should be finished, delivered to the printer, 

picked up, and initial copies distributed to Pastors at the February 24 Pastor & CFO gathering in Decatur!  Thank you 
to the many pastors, secretaries, and other folks who have been instrumental over the past 4 months, at helping us 

pull together this wide array of information, into a centralized, easy-to-use directory for the new year! 

 

 Pastors were asked how many copies they needed for each congregation.  If you haven’t updated to the 2013 edition 

yet, please ask your pastor for a copy.  There is SO much that changes each year… folks who try using old directo-
ries invariably run into problems with old addresses, disconnected phone numbers, and undeliverable e-mails.  Make 

your life easier, and “upgrade” to the new 2013 BCMC Directory! 

Thanks, Brad, for this wonderful tool   !!!   
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2013 Titus Team Leaders in place! 
 

 We’ve completed recruiting our 2013 Titus Team leaders!  “Thank you” to each one who has said “yes” to serving 
you and your congregation in the upcoming year! 

 

As you’ll remember (or can review here: http://bit.ly/BCMCTitus), Joan outlined the 5 Titus Teams back in Decem-

ber 2011.  As we begin to move forward, we’re working to focus our Titus Teams on the 5 Mission Initiatives of 

the church.  We’ve recruited 3 co-leaders for each team, as follows: 

 

 Invite People to Christ (Outreach)  Leaders:  Duane Collins, Phyllis Thistlewood, TBA 

 Abolish Poverty, End Suffering (Response)  Leaders:  Jon Schwengel, Nathan Mack, Daniel Collins 

 Pursue Peace on Earth (Renewal)  Leaders:  Karen Witts, Chris Ober, Sue Green 

 Develop Disciples to Serve (Learning)  Leaders:  Ann Schwengel, Bob White, Stefanie Mack 

 Experience Congregations in Mission   (Alignment)  Leaders:  Doug Mack, Susan Mack, Rhiannon 

Bridgeman 

These team leaders, assisted by talented folks from around the Mission Center, also make up your Brush Creek 
Mission Center Council, and are available to help each congregation address your specific local needs, as well as 

provide input & suggestions to Joan.  In future editions of the e-Bridges newsletter, we hope to include testimonies 

of these encounters from participants & congregations. As we blend our skills and energy, we truly can become the 
Signal Communities of Zion, to which each of us are called. 

Over the weeks ahead, I will be working with these leadership teams, to help facilitate planning, communication, 
and readiness to respond to the needs identified by local pastors & leadership teams. 

If you have questions or comments about our Titus Teams, or would like to chat about how a Titus Team can help 

address a local or community situation or opportunity, please contact: 

Brad Bryant, Titus Team Coordinator (BradBryant70@gmail.com or 309-706-6179). 

Traveling Ministers Needed 

We are needing to update our list of those in our Mission Center who are willing to travel to other congregations 

within the Mission Center to speak or teach classes.  If you are willing to do this, please send your contact infor-

mation to Brad Bryant.  Congregations have been submitting requests for this kind of help and we need to share in 
this need.     

 BradBryant70@gmail.com 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com�
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Massac Creek Happenings 
 

From:   Ivan Woods  imwoods83@gmail.com      

Date:   February , 2013  

Subject:   what is happening at Massac Creek 

God is at work in Massac Creek.  So much is happening.  In the last four months things 
has really changed at Massac Creek .   

We have been praying as a whole for GOD to take control of us, inviting HIM in and things have been changing.   We are having 
fun at the church.  People that never stepped up before are doing so NOW.   

Our Wednesday night program is doing great.  Previously, we had been having around twenty at church.  The last few weeks it 
has been forty plus!  This Sunday we have three that are going for baptism.  Praise the Lord.   We are more organized and loving 

than we have been in a long time.   

In answer to the question “What has been happening at Massac Creek?”   

 GOD has been happening. 

    In Christ,  Ivan Woods  co-pastor 

Brush Creek Reunion Registration Forms  
 

 The 2013 Reunion Flyer and 2013 Registration Forms are attached to this newsletter.   

Register early to take advantage of the Early Registration Discount!  

For June Reunion Form & payment must be postmarked on or before May 15, 2013  

For July Reunion Form & Payment must be postmarked on or before June 22, 2013  

  

 
Hymnal Reduced Rate Deadline Approaching 

 
Lots of information is available on the World Church website and in the Herald about 
Community of Christ Sings – our new exciting hymnal which will be released in the fall.  

Information about all the “extras” you have been asking about is now showing up.  Be 
sure to order your hymnals before the deadline passes.  You can save SO much money!!  

Remember, if you need help paying for hymnals for your congregation, the Mission Cen-

ter is offering no interest loans for that purpose.  You will need to contact Fred Keenan 
for that information.  

 

Let’s Sing a New Song!!  

     (And some old ones we all love!) 

mailto:imwoods83@gmail.com�
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On-Line BCMC Broadcast and Recordings page launched  
 
This past weekend, we pioneered some new territory in our ability to provide electronic communications across our mission cen-
ter (and beyond).   Our Saturday gathering of your BCMC leadership team successfully used the free ooVoo video conferencing 

program to link together folks in Effingham, Georgetown, Marion, Salem, and yes, Fred in Florida, for a very productive planning 
session!  

 On Sunday morning February 24, we gathered at the Decatur IL congregation for Worship.  The Bloomington congregation, who 

typically broadcasts our own worship service, wanted to be a "participant" in this one, and so they tuned in to a live broadcast of 
the Worship Service from Decatur.  At least 6 other sites also connected with us during the worship service, including Macomb IL 

and New Jersey.  Thank you to each of you who chose to participate in this way!  (But thanks too, for those who chose to attend in 
person!  Worship is always better when we gather in person!) 

 If you would like to watch a replay of the Decatur Worship, visit these links:   

    Bulletin      Recording:   http://bit.ly/DecaturFeb24    

 

This event also launched our new BCMC broadcast and recordings page:  www.livestream.com/CofChristBCMC 

As we host future events & activities that BCMC leaders choose to broadcast live, you'll find them on this site too, both the live 

broadcast, as well as recordings for later viewing.  Scroll down the page to find the "Video Library", where recordings will be stored 
for your viewing convenience.    You can find recent broadcasts and introductory videos immediately under the main video window. 
Older recordings will be found in the "Video Library" archive near the bottom of the page. 

 

We also attempted to broadcast the afternoon meeting for Pastors, Counselors, Congregation Financial Officers, and "other inter-

ested folks", as we learned about the importance and broad coverage provided by our church insurance policies, and explored Con-
gregational Revitalization with Michele McGrath, assistant to Apostle Barb Carter.  

We had some "start up" problems during our chat with Rick Boyd, Risk Management Team Leader, due to the "loose nut at the 
keyboard" (Brad).  My earlier testing of trying to broadcast an ooVoo chat across LiveStream seemed to work well... but as we tried 
patching the two together for Rick's presentation, we hit some unexpected challenges, that took a bit of time to unwind. So, please 

be patient with our stuttering start on the recording!  You can find Rick's presentation and Q&A here:       http://
bit.ly/ChurchIns 

After a short stretch break, Michele then led the group in an exploration of ideas and concepts for Revitalizing our Congregations.  
Windows, with a mind of its own, decided to lose track of the camera and interrupt our broadcast with an OS update near the end 

of the session (grrr!), as Michele guided us through a congregational budgeting exercize.  I'll try to work with her to reconstruct 
that budgeting info, and incorporate that into our recording in the days ahead. 

 You can find most of Michele's presentation here:     http://bit.ly/RevitalizeCong 

 

Anyway, while this set of broadcast experiments did not achieve the "level of perfection" that I always strive for, we learned a LOT 

about how to do "live broadcasts" more effectively in the future, and I hope you'll "stick with me" through the learning curve along 
the way, as we continue to find ways to "bring us all closer together" in Christ's service!  Thank you for your patience, and for the 

feedback when the video, audio, or other parts weren't working as well as we intended.  I think we were able to address all of the 
problems, though some took a bit longer than others! 

         Brad BradBryant70@gmail.com 

http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/Congregations/bloomington/WOW/ch130224.pdf�
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From:   Brad Bryant   mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com 
Sent:    February , 2013 
To:   BCMC e- Bridges readers  
Subject:   Brad's job 
 

So, what IS your job? 

Since starting as your employee on January 1, I’ve been asked this question several 
times, while chatting with folks and traveling around the BCMC area!  So, this Feb-

ruary edition of e-Bridges seems a good opportunity to briefly explain my role, and 
put my work in perspective for you… 

 

Let’s start with a brief “what my job is NOT” statement.  My role as the BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator is NOT replac-

ing or removing my role and ministry within BCMC as a Seventy (Missionary).  It does not change my availability to your congre-
gation, to help empower and motivate your local ministries, nor to travel.  I’m still available as needed, and on request, to be 

there with your congregation, to support your work in bringing the ministry of Jesus into the lives of those in your community!  
It does not change my role as a moderator for our weekly Sunday Night Live online seeker’s chat (www.CofChrist.org/

pathfinder), or other online outreach or training ministries (http://cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/OnlineChurch.htm). 

 

What this job DOES change, is my planned location.  When I worked as an  HP professional, I was able to do my church work 
for you on a volunteer basis, because it was needed and because I wanted to serve!  Once I accepted “early retirement” at the 
end of August 2012, Donna and I fully expected to be moving out of state.  I began thinking about my various congregational, 

BCMC and community volunteer roles, and who I should begin training to take those jobs over after we moved elsewhere.  
Everything I’ve been doing would have stopped, or been transitioned to someone else if we moved out of state.  So, with this 

job, our planned location changed from living “in another state” to living “somewhere in the BCMC area”. 

 

We DO have our Normal IL home “for sale” at the moment, with the understanding that we would LIKE to be living some-
where “more central” to BCMC, so I can get to all 28 of our congregations more quickly and efficiently when that is needed.  
But we’re leaving it up to God.  If God wants us to move, the house will sell.  If we’re to remain in Normal while we continue 

this BCMC work and ministry, we’re fine with that too, and our house sale won’t happen.  Either way, until we sell the house 
AND Donna finishes her tax-season work at the IRS, we won’t be relocating.  Once both of those do occur, then our current 

plan is to move into the Effingham or Mount Vernon areas in the central part of BCMC. 

 

We DO have our Normal IL home “for sale” at the moment, with the understanding that we would LIKE to be living some-
where “more central” to BCMC, so I can get to all 28 of our congregations more quickly and efficiently when that is needed.  

But we’re leaving it up to God.  If God wants us to move, the house will sell.  If we’re to remain in Normal while we continue 
this BCMC work and ministry, we’re fine with that too, and our house sale won’t happen.  Either way, until we sell the house 
AND Donna finishes her tax-season work at the IRS, we won’t be relocating.  Once both of those do occur, then our current 

plan is to move into the Effingham or Mount Vernon areas in the central part of BCMC. 

As your BCMC leadership team began considering “other options” for getting done “what Brad does”, this new position was 

defined, proposed, approved, and funded by the BCMC Conference and Pastors, which allowed me to be employed AND to 
stay here in the BCMC area! 

 

Much of my work as a “Mission Initiatives Coordinator” is behind the scenes, much like a project manager.  I’m focused on en-

suring that appropriate levels of planning, coordination, and communication are occurring within and among the congregations 
and BCMC leadership/resource teams, to help us all continue to keep the promise of Zion in focus, and continue to move our 
congregations forward in ways that helps make the church more relevant and engaging to the people of today!   



From: Brad Bryant continued; 
While I’m VERY busy, most of you won’t see any direct activity on my part.  Sure, there will be SOME signs of my “back stage” 

work that leak out, including: 

 BCMC e-mails showing up in your inbox 

 the BCMC website regularly updated with the most current information that I have been given 

 occasional articles & updates in the e-Bridges newsletter 

But most of the hundreds of tasks that I’ve completed since starting this job on January 1, you’ll never see.  And most of the 
175 currently open tasks that I’m tracking and working on, you’ll never see.  But that’s OK, because if I do my job right, then 

the tools, people and resources needed in each congregation will be available, and no one needs to worry about how that hap-
pened!  That’s MY problem to solve! J 

So, according to the job description, here are the key project areas that I’ve been asked to focus on for BCMC 

during 2013: 

1.       Develop and release the 2013 BCMC Directory (available later this month!) 

2.       Provide support for the 2013 Reunions, including registration forms, information flier, registration process, and 
related communications (releasing with the next e-Bridges) 

3.       Serve as the Acting BCMC Recorder, until another can be selected and trained (ongoing) 

4.       Continually update and manage the BCMC website (ongoing) 

5.       Organize and Coordinate efforts of the BCMC Titus Teams (active recruiting & planning) 

6.       Provide Congregational support, directly and through Titus Teams (pending #5) 

7.       Support the 2013 National Conference involvement for BCMC (ongoing) 

8.       Support the 2013 World Conference involvement for BCMC (ongoing) 

9.       Coordinate the e3 Discipleship Training for BCMC (ongoing) 

10.   Serve as BCMC Communications Coordinator (ongoing) 

11.   Transition my roles to other folks as the job winds down (pending items 1-10) 

12.   Develop and release the 2014 BCMC Directory 

13. And (of course) “other duties as assigned”, in support of Joan and Fred as your BCMC leaders 

 

By way of summary, here are just a few key accomplishments since January 1, in no specific order: 

·         Congregational Recorders all received a current copy of the Recorder’s information worksheet  

·         Titus Team leadership recruiting is underway, with 13 of our 15 leadership positions filled  

·         Delegates and Alternates for both National and World Conference have been contacted, and confirmed  

·         All congregational election results received and included in the 2013 directory 

·         E-mail distribution lists built for pastors, BCMC leadership, BCMC committees, each priesthood office, etc. 

·         Weekly progress update review meeting with Joan Munter 

·         Reunion Registration form completed and ready for release 

·         Session 5 of our e3 discipleship formation series completed 

·         Fixed broken maps on all BCMC congregation web pages 

·         Updated all congregation web feedback forms to minimize spam 

 

So, I hope this article has helped begin to answer the “what is Brad’s job?” question for you.  As the year continues to unfold, 
I’ll do my best to be available, and to help bring other resources to bear on congregation-defined needs throughout BCMC.  

Let me know how I can help strengthen your congregation’s ability to represent and BE the hands of Jesus in  your community! 

 

And THANK YOU for the opportunity to serve you and your congregation/community! 

Brad Bryant, BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator   BradBryant70@gmail.com 309-706-6179 

mailto:BradBryant70@gmail.com�


We are 28 congregations in the Central and 
Southern areas of Illinois, plus Sikeston Missouri, 
that are part of a world-wide church known as 
Community of Christ.  Our mission is to pro-
claim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  
joy, hope, love and peace.  
 
We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 
Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 
Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-
ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  
The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 
bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        
 

Brush Creek Mission Center      

Brush Creek   
Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  
jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 
 

e-Bridges Editor:   
Donna Savage  
618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Please share this       
     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 http://www.CofChrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.CofChrist-
brushcreek-
missioncenter.org/ 

 

 http://
www.bccampgrounds.org 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

BCMC 2012 –2013 Dates  

   

 

            
 

 

March 31  Sunday  Easter 

April 13—18 Sat-Thurs  World Conference   

April 19—21 Fri-Sunday USA National Conference 

June 9—13   Sun-Thurs. Junior Camp  Emily Putbrese, John Bunnell 

June 15—21 Sat-Friday June Reunion  Joyce Keenan 

June 22—28 Sat-Friday Senior High Camp  Keith Rhine 

July 4  Thursday  Independence Day 

July 6—12 Sat-Friday Junior High Camp  Jacob Burkett 

July 20—26 Sat-Friday July Reunion  Glenn Webb 

July 20—27 Sat-Saturday SPECtacular  

TBA    Women's Retreat  

October 26 Saturday  BCMC Fall Conference  
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INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT

Mission Center Presidency and Conference
Brush Creek USA Mission Center
Community of Christ

We have reviewed the fmancial statements of the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of
Christ for the year ended December 31, 2012. We have applied certain procedures, as described below,
the purpose of which is to assist in evaluating the effectiveness of the internal control and in identifying
any areas in which the accounting functions might not have captured all of the significant fmancial data.
Additionally, these procedures are intended to meet the audit function required by the Presiding
Bishopric's policies. This report is intended solely for the use of members of the Brush Creek USA
Mission Center and the World Church Presiding Bishopric, and it should not be distributed to anyone who
is not associated through these bodies.

Among the procedures conducted were the following: 1) Verification of cash and investment balances, 2)
Review of all asset, liability and equity accounts as recorded in the general ledger, 3) Tests of transactions
through the year pertaining to cash receipts, disbursements and journal entries for appropriate
documentation.

Subject to the above, in our opinion as internal auditors, the accompanying statements present fairly the
financial position of the Brush Creek USA Mission Center as of December 31, 2012 and the results of its
operations and changes in fund balances for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted:r;7J:eSJJ~
Gary W. Dodson
Internal Audit Department
February 14,2013

International Headquarters !OOl W. walnut Independence. Missouri 64050-3562 USA 8r6-833-1OOO www.CofChrist.org



BRUSH CREEK USA MISSION CENTER
Statement of Financial Position

As at December 31, 2012 and 2011

Assets

Cash and Investments
First Financial Bank
World Church Investment Pool

$ 19,841.83
289,345.55

$ 12,954.42
262,534.69

$ 309,187.38 $ 275,489.11

Liabilities and Net Assets

Prepaid Assessments
Brush Creek Campgrounds
MDF

$ 4,919.20
100.00

7.67

$ 1,878.44
2,363.00

Operating Fund
Reserves and Activity Accounts

$ 11,071.77
293,088.74 304,160.51

$ 5,251.27
265,996.40 271,247.67

$ 309,187.38 $ 275,489.11



Income
Congregational Assessments
Contributions

Ministerial Support
Missionary
Youth

Other Income
Total Income

Expenses
Programs

E3 Training
Communications
Directories
Leadership/Discipleship
Traveling Ministry
Ministry Resources
Worship
Spectacular
IYF Support

Facilities
Equipment
Insurance
UtilitieslT elephone

Administration
Office Supplies
Postage
Miscellaneous
Professional Fees

Human Resources
Salaries and Benefits

Total Expense

Net Income (Expense)

Operating Fund Opening Balance

Operating Fund Ending Balance

BRUSH CREEK USA MISSION CENTER
Operating Fund

Activity Statement
For the year ended December 31, 2012

$

$ 965.25
1,198.00
2,764.75

10,805.95

4,928.00
228.68

281.96
119.40
950.00
927.51
71.69

123.61
245.00

3,335.29
500.00

128.02
60.00

991.98

494.50
440.15

15.88
781.85

6,554.46

1,180.00

1,732.38

675.29

$ 15,962.63

10,142.13

5,820.50

5,251.27

$ 11,071.77



BRUSH CREEK USA MISSION CENTER
Summary of Reserves and Activity Accounts

For the year ended December 31,2012

Balance Balance
1/1/2012 Received Expended 12131/2012

Operating Reserve $ 48,054.84 $ 5,184.07 $ 53,238.91
Missionary Development Fund 194,445.90 21,221.34 215,667.24
Operating Reserve Pool B 20,033.95 405.45 20,439.40
Miscellaneous 12.00 12.00
Reunion # 1 100.00 8,873.65 8,873.65 100.00
Temple School 135.00 86.52 48.48
Youth & Young Adult Retreats 19.80 19.80
Winter Reunion 402.74 402.74
African Medical Funds 120.00 10.00 130.00
Mission Center Retreats 572.17 572.17
I.Y.F. 2,000.00 500.00 2,500.00
Reunion # 2 100.00 12,557.60 12,557.60 100.00

$ 265,996.40 $ 48,752.11 $ 21,659.77 $ 293,088.74



2013 Brush Creek Reunions 

Live Christ's Peace 
 

July Reunion: June 15–21, 2013           July Reunion: July 20-26, 2013 

 

You are invited to share in a week of fellowship in the Spirit of Jesus Christ at the 2013 Brush Creek reunions!  Come and worship 

with us, learn with us, serve with us, have fun with us, and allow this reunion week to bring a greater and deeper understanding of how 

God’s Spirit brings joy into your life. 

 

 

June Reunion Guest Ministers 

 
Jim Poirier 

Counselor Designate 

Presiding Bishopric 

 
Marvin Rice 

Spiritual Formation 

Northeast Field 

 
Blair White 

Chesapeake Bay  

MC President 

 

July Reunion Guest Ministers 

 
Blake Smith 

Mission Support Minister, 

Northeast Field 

 
Kevin Prine 

President & CEO:  

Outreach International  

  

Kevin Bryant 

Pastor, Powerhouse Community 

of Christ, Baltimore MD 

Registration is NOW open!  Every person & family is required to register…  

 

You can find a registration form included in THIS edition of the e-Bridges, OR online at the BCMC website 

(http://bit.ly/BCMCReunion2013). 

 

Registration takes place by printing and completing the official registration form, signing the appropriate release forms on the back, 

and mailing the forms to the registrar along with appropriate registration fees.  No phone registrations will be accepted.  Please 

complete ALL information.  If you have a question, write it in the Comments section and the Registrar will contact you by phone or 

e-mail. 

 

Register early to take advantage of the Early Registration Discount!   

For June Reunion Form & payment must be postmarked on or before May 15, 2013 

For July Reunion Form & Payment must be postmarked on or before June 22, 2013 

 

Standard fees will be collected for anyone registering after the above deadlines, or upon arrival at camp. 

http://bit.ly/BCMCReunion2013


Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for JUNE  Reunion to: 

Donna Bryant 1103 Bull Street  Normal IL  61761 309-826-3486  djonette55@gmail.com 

Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for JULY Reunion to: 

John & Marsha Kuppart 1324 Dorris Hts Rd  Harrisburg IL 62946 618-252-3245 jkuppart@frontier.com 

 

2013 Brush Creek Reunion Registration & Lodging Request Form 

Please Mark Which Reunion You Are Attending (check one only –complete 1 form for each event) 

 June 15-21:  Joyce Keenan, Director  July 20-26:  Glenn Webb/Mike Hodge, Directors 

Family Name _________________________________________ Home Congregation: ___________________ 

Home Address _____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________  Phone # (_______)________-____________ 

WE PLAN TO STAY:   All Week OR Only these nights: Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

LOCATIONS:  Please rank the following locations in order of choice (1 = First Choice, 2 = Second Choice, etc.)   

Only rank those locations you would be willing to stay in for reunion. 

 Lodge Room  Campground “Motel” Unit   Personal Camper or RV  

 Cabin   the Cabin I maintain #____   Other (Specify) _______________________ 

 I will attend Reunion, but do not need accommodations 

VERY IMPORTANT:  List ALL People Attending or Staying in the above Room or Space.   

Registration fee applies to all, whether staying overnight or commuting to/from Brush Creek campground. 

All Campers under 18 MUST be accompanied by, and lodge with, an adult who will be responsible for them. 

Name PH Office Age  
(at camp) 

Next 

Grade 

Reg Fee 

($25 ea) 

Youth 

Worker? 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Early Payment Discount:  Deduct $10 per person if your PAYMENT is postmarked  

by May 15 for June Reunion; or June 22 for the July Reunion 
-$  

TOTAL Registration Fee Due      

Utility Fee:  A $35 per unit fee will be collected when you check in at camp, to offset the Air Conditioning costs. 
SPECIAL NEEDS: Please indicate any Special Needs for housing or meals at Reunion that we should know about 

(e.g. physical handicap, dietary, etc).  Every effort to accommodate these needs will be made when making assignments. 

 

 

Comments/Questions?  

 

Please complete PAGE 2 of this form too! 



Revised: 2/14/2013 8:11:00 AM 

During Reunion, I would like information about:  Evangelist Blessings  Baptism  Confirmation 

  Marriage   Joining the church  Learning about the church  Having my children blessed  

 Other _____________________________________________________________________________ 

In order to protect the health and safety of all campers, please print, complete and submit one copy of this 

page, for EACH family sending children to Reunion with you.  Note the importance of having their 

parents/guardians sign the form, in all 3 spots!   

Child’s Family Last Name: _____________________________________ 

Medical Treatment Consent  
I, the undersigned, being the parent, next of kin, or legal guardian of the child (or the children) listed on 

page 1, hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, 

camp nurse). I also guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, 

hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.), and authorize release as necessary of HIPAA Protected 

Health Information.  

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

What allergies or other medical conditions should we be aware of? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please attach a photo copy of your family Insurance Card with this Registration Form 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent  
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every 

effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. In consideration for 

being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for participation in 

this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my 

child-participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 

to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of Christ and its agents, 

officers, directors and employees from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 

negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any 

nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while 
said child is participating in the above described trip or activity.  

I/We specifically consent to ____________________________ [child(ren)’s name] participation in 

activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, 

boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I have deleted any items from the preceding list to 

which I do not give consent for participation.  

I/We certify that ________________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] has the 

necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can 

swim).  

I/We specifically do NOT want ____________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] to 

participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

Photo & Video Release 
By attending and participating in a Brush Creek Mission Center Reunion event, I understand and agree 

with the Photo & Video Release statement published here:  http://bit.ly/BCPhoto   

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

 

http://bit.ly/BCPhoto


Experience the fascinating heritage of Community of Christ and more 

in a 10-day tour. Travel across eight states to witness an inspiring  

history, share in delicious foods, and see breathtaking autumn views.  

Highlights of the trip include: 

 Niagara Falls and the sacred sites of Palmyra, New York 

 Evening worship in the Kirtland Temple  

 A historic Shaker village in Massachusetts and the Oneida      

Community Mansion House  

 Step back in time at Joseph Smith III’s Liberty hall 

 Evening vespers and private tour of the Plano Stone Church 

 National Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York 

 Hymn Festival at the Red Brick Store in Nauvoo 

 V.I.P. tours, engaging classes, and much more! 

Historic Sites Bus Tour 
October 8-17, 2013 

Sponsored by 
Community of Christ Historic Sites 

Foundation 
 
 
 

Individual Tour Price: 
$1,350 per/person for double 

occupancy room 
$1,850 per/person for single  

occupancy room 
Tour price includes luxury bus 

transportation (from Kansas City, 
MO area), hotel room each evening, 

tour fees, and most meals. 
 
 
 

For more information about this 
exciting fall foliage experience, tour 

reservation forms and details, contact:  
 

Barbara Walden, 
Executive Director  

Phone: (440) 477-9562 
bwalden@cchsf.org 

 
 

P.O. Box 338 

Nauvoo, Illinois 62354 

www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org 

C OMMUNITY  OF  C HRIST  
H ISTORIC  SITES  

FOUNDATION  

Photo by Val Brinkerhoff 



An exciting 10-day journey filled with inspiring 
stories and breathtaking autumn views!

Join the Community of  Christ Historic Sites Foundation in 
experiencing the fascinating sights, sounds, and historic lessons 

from our shared heritage.  

HISTORIC SITES BUS TOUR
OCTOBER 8-17, 2013

LISTEN TO YOUR OWN JOURNEY AS A PEOPLE, FOR IT IS A SACRED JOURNEY AND IT HAS TAUGHT YOU MANY THINGS 
YOU MUST KNOW FOR THE JOURNEY YET TO COME - DOCTRINE & COVENANTS, SECTION 162

Highlights of  the journey will include:

• Evening worship service in the Kirtland Temple

• Joseph and Emma Smith’s Mansion House

• Hymn festival at Nauvoo’s Red Brick Store 

• One of  the oldest Shaker villages in the United States

• Niagara Falls, one of  the great natural wonders of  the world

• National Baseball Hall of  Fame in Cooperstown, NY 

• Historic Oneida Community Mansion House

• Colorful fall foliage across upstate New York and Ohio

• Much, much, more!

Seating is limited  ◆  Reserve your place today!

For more information about this 
exciting experience, tour 
reservations, and travel details, 
contact:
Barbara Walden
Phone: 440-477-9562

E-mail: bwalden@cchsf.org

P.O. Box 338
Nauvoo, IL 62354

www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org



Depart Independence, Missouri, for Niagara Falls
• Tour the Plano Stone Church and stand behind the pulpit that every Community 

of  Christ president has preached from since Joseph Smith III

• Connect with the early founders as you experience an evening worship service in 
the historic Plano Stone Church

• Visit Frankenmuth, Michigan’s “Little Bavaria” 

• Experience Niagara Falls from every angle. Both above and below, every view will 
be a Kodak moment!

See Where Community of  Christ Began 
• Travel to Palmyra, New York, to experience Hill Cumorah and the Erie Canal

• Enter the historic Smith family cabin and explore the sacred grove;  imagine the 
events and people who participated in the beginnings of  our faith movement

• Tour the historic Grandin Print Shop, where the first edition of the Book of 
Mormon was printed over 180 years ago

From Baseball to Breathtaking Autumn Leaves of  
Upstate New York 
• See the Oneida Community Mansion House and hear the story of John 

Humphrey Noyes and his unique 19th-century utopian experiment

• Travel to Massachusetts to see Hancock Shaker Village, one of the oldest Shaker 
villages in existence

• See the sights and sounds of Cooperstown, New York, and the National Baseball 
Hall of  Fame and Museum

Worship in Kirtland, Enjoy a Sunset in Nauvoo
• Tour the Whitney Store and North America’s only historic ashery

• Enjoy a candlelight dinner and theater view from the new Kirtland Temple Visitor 
and Spiritual Formation Center, followed by an evening service in the Temple

• Sing the historic hymns of Nauvoo in the upper room of the Red Brick Store, the 
site where Joseph Smith III was set aside as his father’s successor

• Experience the Mansion House and Homestead with the Community of Christ 
Historic Sites director

Enjoy an Afternoon at Liberty Hall
• Travel along the scenic hills of  southern Iowa to Lamoni, Iowa 

• Hear the stories of Joseph Smith III’s Liberty Hall,  the once-bustling home and 
early Community of  Christ headquarters from the site director

• Tour ends in Independence, Missouri

Go to www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org to reserve your seat today!

Journey with an experienced guide through the 
prairies of  the Midwest and into the rolling hills of 
upstate New York. Lodging, transportation, tour 

fees, and most meals are provided in the trip costs. 

Individual Tour Price:
$1,350 per/person for a double- 

occupancy room
$1,850  per/person for a single- 

occupancy room
Tour price includes luxury bus 

transportation (from Kansas City, 
MO, area), hotel room each 
evening, tour fees, and most 

meals. 

To reserve your seat on this 
exciting October tour, please send 
a completed reservation form and 

$100 deposit to:

Community of  Christ Historic 
Sites Foundation: Fall Bus Tour   
P.O. Box 338, Nauvoo, IL 62354

Thank you for helping preserve 
and share Community of  Christ 

heritage! 

www.HistoricSitesFoundation.org
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