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Brush Creek Mission Center  
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Are you a Difference Maker? 
 

The answer to that question is “yes”.  We are all difference makers.   

The question we must ask ourselves is what kind of a difference am I making? 

 

Once a month many of our young adults from around the Mission Center gather for an eve-

ning of food, fellowship, devotions (Jesus Time, as they call it) and volleyball late into the 
night.   

 

Last Friday night I had the privilege of being part of this fun time.  I was mostly an observer, 

and in that observation I was aware of the difference that is being made in the lives of friends 
and acquaintances.  The  acceptance and inclusion of everyone who attends, regardless of 

age sets the stage for this kind of difference to continue to be made in lives touched by this 

love.   

 

During the Jesus Time, we heard a song titled, “I am a difference maker”.  I listened to this 
song all the while thinking of the many people who made a difference in my life growing up 

and who continue to do so today.  We need to examine ourselves to make sure we are 
making a positive difference.  Positive and negative are 

both strong effects – which kind of difference do we want 

to make?  The world needs positive difference makers.  As 
we move through life every day let us use as our example 

the greatest difference maker of all who was born as a 
baby in a rough stable, destined to make the biggest differ-

ence in our lives.   

 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord.  

 

Have a very Merry Christmas!    Joan  

 

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

 Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  
jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 
Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. Yuletide Youth Retreat at Brush Creek 

The annual Yuletide Youth Retreat will begin Sunday December 30th at 3:30pm and conclude Tuesday 
January 1 at 11:00am.  Yuletide is a great way for youth ages 8th grade through 12 grade to ring in the 

NEW YEAR.  A registration form is attached or contact Stefanie Mack at mack.stefanie@gmail.com 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org�
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com�
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Dear Brush Creek Mission Center; 

     Thank You for your Trust!    
 
As you read earlier in this edition of the e‐Bridges, I’ve been offered and accepted a position, working for YOU!  How cool… 

 When I accepted the early retirement package from Hewlett‐Packard on 8/31, Donna and I fully expected to be packing up and 

moving out of state, and having to leave all of our good friends of BCMC in our history.  I’ve spent the past weeks, enjoying “semi‐

retirement”, and yet chasing that “next” employment opportunity, since Uncle Sam says I’m too young to access my retirement 

savings! 

 I’ve found gobs of jobs “out there” that I could do, and many that I would enjoy doing.  But as I was applying and chatting with 

potential employers, my constant prayer was “God, close the doors of places that I should not consider, so I can be available where 

YOU need me most”.  With that approach, it was refreshing each time I received a “no thank you” letter from an application – that 

was one less place I needed to keep track of! 

 Then when the Fall BCMC Conference approved the possibility of this new Mission Initiatives Coordinator role, I got really ex‐

cited.  This role could provide me with the opportunity to blend my professional skills together with my ministry skills and gifts, 

and helping to empower and strengthen congregations, families and individual disciples across BCMC and beyond, helping further 

the Zion‐building call that we all share together!  I applied for that position, interviewed with the team, was approved by the inter‐

view committee, and learned last night that the funding was approved by the “majority of the pastors”, as required by the BCMC 

conference action. 

 So, starting January 1, and for the next year, I will be actively working with BCMC Leadership, Titus team leaders & members, Pas‐

tors & congregations, and beginning the process of figuring out “where are we” on the journey toward transforming our congrega‐

tional ministries into a better reflection of Christ’s ministries – changing from “doing church” to “being Christ” in our communities.  

 Each congregation and disciple and seeker is in a different spot on that journey… and that’s OK.  Wherever we are now, is a great 

starting point!  But our call from an actively engaged God, calling us toward His kingdom, is that “moving forward” is a require‐

ment.  So, for those who are willing to hear the divine call, learn from one another, follow the Spirit into new areas and ministries, 

and provide help and ministry in ways that crosses traditional boundaries… let the journey continue! 

 I’ll commit to actively work for you, in both visible and behind the scenes ways, that will help move us forward.  As I have time to 

wrap my brain around the tasks ahead, get them prioritized & organized, chat with Joan, Fred & other BCMC leaders, and put a 

plan together, you can expect to receive regular progress updates through the e‐Bridges and e‐mail.  I’m looking forward to the 

partnership, and am enthusiastically looking ahead to where God wants to take us as we explore more fully, what it REALLY means 

to BE “Community of Christ”…   

May the peace and presence of Jesus Christ, be your guiding star this Christmas!    More in 2013! 

               Brad Bryant, BCMC Mission Initiatives Coordinator 

Dear Brush Creek Mission Center; 

It is my pleasure to inform the Mission Center that after satisfying the directions of the motion which was approved at the Octo-
ber Mission Center Conference, Brad Bryant has been hired as the Mission Initiatives Coordinator for BCMC.  Please join me in 

welcoming and supporting Brad in this new endeavor.  We are fortunate that Brad has accepted this position and will use the huge 
variety of skills he possesses to make things happen in our Mission Center.   

        Joan 
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Mission Center Budget Update 
 
The Mission Center Conference held in Salem on Saturday October 13, 2012 passed a motion authorizing the Mis-

sion Center President to interview for a MC position titled "Mission Initiative Coordinator" and to hire a successful 

candidate with the approval of a majority of Pastors after they had consulted with their congregations.  The incor-

poration of a contingency budget that included the support of the full-time position was also authorized.  This pro-

vided for a funding amount of  $47,500 for the position, that breaks down to a Salary of $35,000; Insurance of 

$1,000; Retirement benefit $4,500; and Travel (Auto mileage, Lodging, Food, etc.) of $7,000.  The overall Expense 

Budget that includes other Mission Center expenses in 2013 is $65,000.  Income to support the Budget will come 

from Congregational Assessments ($36,000); Distributions from Endowments/Reserve Funds ($20,000; Offerings 

($2,500) and Carryover from 2012 of $6,500.  We have tried to keep assessments as low as possible by using 

$20,000 from the Ministry Endowment and Reserve funds in the budget to support the new position – making the 

contributions for this part of the budget from congregations - $27,500.  The Leadership team is very appreciative 

of the generosity of members and friends of the Mission Center that supports efforts to further the work of the 

Kingdom. 

 I am  pleased to report that Seventy Brad Bryant is the successful candidate for the position and after overwhelm-

ingly positive support by the pastors and their congregations has been offered the job starting January 1, 

2013.   Correspondence has been sent to Pastors and Congregational Financial Officers providing these details and 

their congregation’s assessment amount.  We look forward to the continuing excellent service Brad has given to 

the Mission Center as he expands his role and ministry for Brush Creek MC and the work of making “Christ’s Mis-

sion – Our Mission”. 

 May manifold blessings of Joy, Hope, Love and Peace be with each of you during this Holy Season is my prayer. 

        Fred Keenan, Bishop/MCFO 

World Conference Registration 
 

Delegates and those spending the week at World Conference should 

make plans now to register.  World Conference Registration forms are 

available on-line at; http://cofchrist.org/wc2013/registration.asp  

The registration fee is $125 if paid before February 15th.  If paying by 

credit card you may use the on-line form.  A printer-friendly form is also 

available if you wish to mail in your registration.    
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If you are a delegate to the National Conference you will 
need to be trained on the hand held voting device.  We will 
meet on Friday night, Feb. 1, at Joan’s house for social time 
and have training with Barb Carter  at the Salem 
Community of Christ on Saturday, Feb 2.  Please let me 
know if you need a place to stay on Friday night.  

Community of Christ World Conference    April 13— 18  2013  Independence, MO   

Community of Christ  USA National Conference     April 19—21, 2013  Independence, MO 

 
Joan Munter 
Glenn Webb 
Phyllis Webb 
Fred Keenan 
Joyce Keenan 
Donna Savage 
Gail Harmon 
Marion Harmon 
Ann Schwengel 
Jackie Hogue 
Bonnie Holler 
Jean Phillips 
Jon Schwengel 
Chris Ober 
Karen Witts 
Norma Martin 
Ernest Rumple 
Jean Rumple 
Sue Green 
Cathy Colarusso 
Jeri Lauren Lambert 
Marlene McIntosh 
Gene McIntosh 
Laura Ovall 
Rod Gilbert 
Jason Ovall 
Linda Ovall 
Russell Eastin 
Wanda Eastin 
Andy Anderson 
Janet Anderson 
Jeannie Watson 
   

Conference delegates  

Joan Munter 
Tammy Austin 
Glenn Webb 
Phyllis Webb 
Angie Burkett  
Donna Savage 
Marion Harmon 
Ann Schwenge 
Jon Schwengel 
Gail Harmon 
Fred Keenan 
Jackie Hogue  
Joyce Keenan 
Bonnie Holler 
Sue Green  
Kitty Martin 
Duane Collins 
Marion Kleinau 
Marvin Kleinau 
Debbie Collins 
Dan Martin  
Chris Ober 
Jean Phillip;s 
Stefanie Mack 
Cathy Colarusso 
Russell Eastin 
Rod Gilbert 
Jean Rumple 
Wanda Eastin 
Ernest Rumple 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alternates: 
Norma Martin 

Karen Witts 
Gene McIntosh 

Marlene McIntosh 
Jeri Lauren Lambert 

Laura Ovall 
Dorothy Ryder 
Andy Anderson 
Janet Anderson 

Linda Ovall 
Renee Meado 

Jason Ovall 
Jeannie Watson 

CHRIST’S MISSION  
   IS OUR MISSION 
 

WORLD CONFERENCE IS… 

...where we gather as a worldwide family of faith 

...where we deepen our understanding of what it means 
to live Christ’s mission 

...where we do the essential business of the church 

 

The following delegates were elected at the October 
Mission Center Conference to represent Brush Creek 

Mission Center at the World Conference in April in Inde-
pendence, MO.  We still need a few more delegates for 

this conference.  Please contact Tammy Austin if you are 
interested in serving in this capacity. 

Together in Christ    A Journey of Faith 
 

Where possible and appropriate, convene national or field 

conferences to provide opportunities for broader dialogue, 
understanding, and consent. In those gatherings, let the 

spirit of love, justice, and truth prevail.—Doctrine and 
Covenants 164:7c–d  
 

The following delegates were elected at the October Mis-

sion Center Conference to serve at the National Confer-
ence in Independence, MO  in April.  Please note that there 

are alternates for this conference.   

http://cofchrist.org/wc2013/#�
http://cofchrist.org/wc2013/#�
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May we heal our brokenness  
 

On Sunday, December 9, 2012, the following words of admonition were shared with the Salem Congregation by Andrea Collins.  She had re-
corded these words in her journal and felt led to share them.  I can testify that they were shared under the influence of the Holy Spirit.  When 

the service was over, I went to Andrea and asked her if I could share these words with the Mission Center through eBridges.  Andrea agreed and 

we are blessed to have these words. Please read them in the spirit in which they were given.    -Joan  

 

May we heal our brokenness together and not always concentrate on what separates us, but instead focus on that 

which makes us brothers and sisters.  Let love rain down and wash away all sin and that which separates us.  This world 

weeps and needs us to set aside our own agendas and instead stand together, and lift our voices for goodness and 

grace.  God is here and hears our voice.  We are not alone.  He is always with us, but we will always be stronger to-

gether.  You are needed here, my brothers , my sisters.  You are called. 

       Andrea Collins  December 9, 2012  Salem 

Interruptions 
 

I would like to recommend Mary Jacks Dynes article in the new December Herald.  Considering all of the needs 

there are in our Mission Center – health concerns, emotional concerns, bridge-building and peacemaking concerns, 

etc. - this article points out how life seems to be one series of interruptions.   

Mary quotes Henri Nouwen who writes that “our interruptions are opportunities and challenges to an inner re-

sponse by which growth takes place and through which we come to the fullness of being.” 

So when you look around and see so many needs, think about this quote from Mary’s article,  “These unexpected 

interruptions are in fact invitations to give up old ways and outmoded styles of living.  They open us to unexplored 

experiences.” 

My interruption has been a long one and I am not a patient person.  Your prayers have helped me find my way 

through this journey.  I am so ready to visit your congregations and thank you in person for all you have done for 

me.   

       Thank you!  Joan  

National Conference Discussion Groups Completed 
 

Thank you to all who participated in the recent Discussion Groups 

throughout the Mission Center.    

I appreciate the willingness of our facilitators to lead these groups.  Please 

continue to dialogue with each other, listening in love and non-judgment, 

and pray continually for direction.  Thank you for responding to the call to 

come and discuss.   
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2013 Brush Creek Dates Announced 

 

 June 9—13   Sun-Thurs. Junior Camp  

June 15—21 Sat-Friday June Reunion  

June 22—28 Sat-Friday Senior High Camp 

July 6—12 Sat-Friday Junior High Camp 

July 20—26 Sat-Friday July Reunion  

Brush Creek  
Bridge Project  2012 

On behalf of the Brush Creek Board, we express our thanks to the congrega-

tions and people who gave to the Brush Creek Bridge Fund to pay for the mate-
rials and specialized work on the new bridge.  The original bridge was built in 

the late 70s and was in need of replacing.  The New Bridge Project was begun 
after the final camps of 2012. The lake was drained and the original bridge was 

removed.  We did hire a concrete contractor to do the  concrete work.  A 

concrete pumper from Evansville, Indiana with a 150’ boom was brought in to 
pour the concrete in the post sleeves.  A welder was also hired to do the weld-

ing on the steel beams.  We installed four runs of steel for the 232 foot bridge.  
All the rest of the work was done by volunteer labor.  We express our thanks 

to these talented people.  A number of them worked many days on the bridge 

project. We had a total of 23 people who worked one day or more.  We also 
thank the six young people who participated in making and distributing the 

“Build a Bridge” video.  We have some dirt removal in the lake to do but 
weather conditions has  moved this work to next spring.  We hope to have this 

done before the camping season. 

  

The removing and building the new bridge was a great team-work project.  

Again, we thank everyone for sharing in the bridge building project.  Because of 
the rains we experienced during the work, I believe getting the bridge built in 

muddy conditions was a great blessing.  God provided and some great people 
responded to make it happen.  We trust you will enjoy the bridge for many 

years to come. 

  - Dale Warren 

 

Yuletide Youth Retreat at Brush Creek 

The annual Yuletide Youth Retreat will begin Sunday 
December 30th at 3:30pm and conclude Tuesday Janu-

ary 1 at 11:00am.  Yuletide is a great way for youth ages 
8th grade through 12 grade to ring in the NEW YEAR.  
A registration form in attached or contact Stefanie 

Mack at mack.stefanie@gmail.com 
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Educational Trip to Europe  

 Ever since I started learning to speak Spanish, I have dreamed of travelling to Europe.  

As an 8th grader at Fort Osage High School in Independence, Missouri, I was enthralled with the 

language.  I enjoyed Spanish so much that I continued to study it all four years of high school.  

The lure of learning another foreign language inspired me to study French for two years in high 

school, and I enjoyed almost every minute of both classes, except some of the irregular verbs!  

Now I am a Spanish teacher, with a minor in French, at Effingham High School.  My dream of travelling to Spain and France is finally 

becoming a reality.  Fourteen students and 5 adults, including the French teacher from Effingham High School and I, traveled to Spain 

and France in July of 2012.  The group went as a Venture Crew, which is a unit under the Boy Scouts of America, and included 

young men and women ages 14 to 20.  Because of the liability issue, our high school was not able to sponsor us. 

 In a Venture Crew, the students plan the activities and many of our fundraisers.  During the summer we held a carwash, 

worked at the VW and Corvette Fest, and worked at Culver’s on two different occasions.  (Culver’s was VERY generous to our 

group!)  In addition, we have were busily selling flower bulbs, household batteries, light bulbs, candles and popcorn.   

 In spite of our industry, we had several members who were having difficulty gathering the funds to travel to Europe.  Un-

fortunately, the Effingham area has been affected by the economic downturn that our country is experiencing, so people have not 

been able to be as generous as they might have liked.  I made the entire trip a matter of fervent prayer, because my heart ached for 

some of these students.  I had been praying that the Lord might open the door for these students to travel to Spain and France and 

practice the language skills they had been learning.  If it’s His will, I believe that He can make a way for this to happen. 

  

 It was an answer to prayer when Chris Ober suggested that the Effingham Congregation donate $1000.00 in travel schol-

arship funds for students who had enrolled for the trip!  I am overwhelmed by the generosity of my home congregation in reaching 

out to these young people.   Our church building has even been opened up to hold several Venture Crew meetings there.  I truly 

believe that the kindness shown by my congregation will have a ripple effect in our community (and will keep growing!)  

 Thank you so much, Effingham Congregation! 

      From Marina Zaring, Effingham, IL 

RETHINK POSSIBLE 

 Community of  Christ Sings! 

In the fall of 2013 our church will introduce a new hymnal.  If your congregation wants to 

order hymnals you will want to do so before April 30, 2013. After that date, the price 
increases.  If your congregation would like to order but cannot come up with the full 

amount before April 30, check with Fred Keenan about a no interest loan so that you can 

benefit from the reduced amount.   



 
Evangelist Corner 
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C. Earl Smith’s 
Testimony of his Evangelist Blessing 

 
 I was in the U.S. Navy stationed in the Norfolk, Virginia area.  Evangelist E. Y. Hunker came through the area.  
Louetta and I asked him to give us our evangelist blessing.  This was done on January 14, 1963. 
 
 The Scripture admonition found in Mark 7:12 and 13, and also Luke 11:10 and 11 says “Seek and ye shall find, 
knock and it shall be opened.”  Well, these words were not spoken in my blessing.  I was told to study the Scriptures 
and experience the great joy of being one of his children, to receive the gifts and unmeasured treasures that are his to 
bestow.   
 
 I was to rely on His word, follow His light, clinging to His hand, that I might not stumble or fall.  Through 
this, I would find His Gospel and truths.  
 
 I found by referring to my blessing, its truths have become a very large part of my life, even to the extent of 
shaping who I am and what I am about.  I have been blessed and gifted and desire to share those gifts and blessings 
with others.  
 
 Thank you for allowing me to share this moment with you.  C. Earl Smith (Evangelist) 
 
Several of the Mission Center Evangelists met and decided that the best approach with regards to education about the Evangelist 
blessings was for different ones to share their personal testimonies of their experiences of receiving and living their lives around 
that blessing.  
 
If you would like to share a testimony concerning your blessing and how it has impacted your life, please follow the guidelines be-
low: 

Name of the individual sharing the testimony. 
The date on which the blessing was given. 
The name of the Evangelist who shared this experience with you. 
How has your blessing affected your relationship with Jesus? 
Express in your own words, as much as possible, your testimony that you would like to share with others about your blessing. 
Sharing the content of your blessing is not necessary.  Limit your testimony to the impact and influence your blessing has had 

through your life.  
 

Please send your testimony to Earl Smith at louearl@frontier.com  Thank you for being willing to share your story.  We encourage 

anyone who has not yet received their Evangelist blessing to contact one of the Evangelists in our Mission Center and visit with 

him or her about this wonderful experience.   

 A dual Ordination service was held in the Fairfield Congregation Sunday, November 25, 2012 at the 10:30 hour. 

Ivan Holler gave the Ordination charge and spoke not only to the two being ordained but to the entire congregation.  Emphasis 

was placed on Section 17 & 119 D&C.  “All are called according to the gifts of God unto them that all may labor together for 
building the Kingdom.” 

Sue Green was ordained to the office of Priest by her daughter, Lisa McMeen of Vinita, OK and assisted by Bonnie Holler.  Sue’s 
daughter, Donna Green Savage, was ordained in the same service to the office of Priest by her husband, David Savage, and assisted 

by  Lisa McMeen, Donna’s sister. 

It was a rejoicing and spiritual experience for the entire congregation.   Submitted by Bonnie Holler 

mailto:louearl@frontier.com�


 Brush Creek USA Mission Center 
Fall 2012 Conference – October 13, 2012 

 

The Brush Creek Mission Center met in conference on October 13, 2012 at the Salem Community of Christ.  Following the 

singing of HS 484 “Make Us, O God, A Church That Shares” and the invocation by Craig Martens, Brush Creek Mission 

Center President Joan Munter called the conference to order. 

 

Craig Martens brought greetings on behalf of the First Presidency and Apostle-Designate Barbara Carter.   Attention was 

then turned to the minutes from Fall 2011 Conference and June 2012 Special Conference.  With no corrections, Sister 

Munter dispensed with a motion to approve the minutes, and the minutes stood approved as printed. 

 

Mike Hodge then assumed the chair.  Brother Hodge read a letter from the First Presidency recommending Joan Munter as 

Brush Creek Mission Center President.  David Savage made a motion to approve this recommendation.  The motion was 

seconded and carried by vote. 

 

Brother Hodge then read a letter from the First Presidency recommending Fred Keenan as Brush Creek Mission Center Fi-

nancial Officer.  Dan Martin made a motion to approve this recommendation.  The motion was seconded and carried by 

vote. 

 

Sister Munter then assumed the chair and called the conference’s attention to the reports that were printed in the program.  

Those reports included the following:  Mission Center President, Mission Center Financial Officer, Youth Camp Director, 

and Spectacular Brush Creek Mission Center Coordinator. 

 

Sister Munter then named the following as Mission Center President Counselors:  Mike Hodge, Keith Rhine, Jean Rumple, 

and Glenn Webb.  Jane Knapp made the motion to approve the counselors.  The motion was seconded.  The conference then 

voted separately on each counselor.  Each counselor was approved by vote of the conference. 

 

BCMC Financial Officer Fred Keenan then named Donna Bryant and Gordon Rhine as Mission Center Financial Officer 

Counselors.  Lloyd Kemp made the motion to sustain the appointments.  The motion was seconded.  The conference then 

voted separately on each counselor.  Each counselor was approved by vote of the conference. 

 

Attention was then turned to sustaining the Mission Center Appointments.  Jean Rumple made the motion to sustain the 

appointments.  The motion was seconded.  The following were sustained separately by vote of the conference:  Administra-

tive Assistant – Tammy Austin;  Conference Secretary – Tammy Austin;  Historian – Sue Green;  Mission Center Recorder 

– Dee Ann Hodge;  SPEC Coordinator – Donna Savage;  Youth Camp/Young Adult Director – Mike Hodge;  Web Com-

munications – Brad Bryant;  and Outreach International Representative – Kay Knapp. 

 

Sister Munter then announced that there would be some changes to the Titus Team.  The mission center will be asked to 

sustain the team at a later date. 
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Attention was turned to sustaining the Brush Creek Campground Board President Dale Warren as appointed by the Mission Center 

President.  Jane Knapp made the motion to approve the appointment.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote.   The confer-

ence then considered the sustaining of the Brush Creek Campground Board Treasurer Phil Rogers as appointed by the Mission Cen-

ter Financial Officer.  Duane Collins made the motion to approve the appointment.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote. 

 

Glenn Webb then made a motion to include the director of the camping program as an ex-officio member of the Brush Creek Camp-

ground Board.  The motion was seconded and carried by vote.  Sister Munter then read the proposal to amend the Brush Creek 

Campground Bylaws to reflect the inclusion of the director of the camping program on the board.  The proposal read as follows: 

 

Article IV Section 4.01.2 of the Brush Creek Campground bylaws states 

 

Ex officio Directors shall be the Mission Center president, and the Mission Center financial officer, or designee or the 

single line administrator or his/her designee, the President of the Board, as appointed by the Mission Center president 

and sustained by the Mission Center conference, and the Treasurer of the Board, as appointed by the Mission Center 
financial officer and sustained by the Mission Center conference.  

 

The Brush Creek campground board proposes the following amendment to Article IV Section 4.01.2: 

 

Following the words "the President of the Board, as appointed by the Mission Center President and sustained by the 

Mission Center conference, insert 

 

the Mission Center Director of Camping, as appointed by the Mission Center President and sustained 
by the Mission Center conference, 

 

The amended section would read as follows: 

 

Ex officio Directors shall be the Mission Center president, and the Mission Center financial officer, or 
designee or the single line administrator or his/her designee, the President of the Board, as appointed 

by the Mission Center president and sustained by the Mission Center conference, the Mission Center 
Director of Camping, as appointed by the Mission Center President and sustained by the Mission 

Center conference, and the Treasurer of the Board, as appointed by the Mission Center financial 

officer and sustained by the Mission Center conference.  
 

Glenn Webb made the motion to approve the proposal to amend the bylaws.  The motion was seconded and approved by more than 

2/3 majority vote. 

 

Attention was then turned to election of one member to the Brush Creek Campground board with term ending 12/31/15.  Keith 

Rhine was nominated.  With no other nominations, nominations were closed.  Keith Rhine was then elected to the board by vote of 

the conference. 

 

Brother Keenan then assumed the chair to preside over the election of members to the Campground Endowment Committee.  Stan 

Morrison, Chris Ober, and Stefanie Mack were nominated to fill the three vacant positions with terms expiring 12/31/14.  Each 

member was voted on separately and approved. 
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Attention was then turned to election of members to the Ministry Endowment Committee.  Tammy Austin, Andrea 

Collins, Ivan Holler, Ernest Rumple, and Ray Sills were nominated to fill the five vacant positions with terms expiring 

12/31/14.  The group was approved by vote. 

 

Sister Munter then assumed the chair.  Attention was then turned to Proposal #2 which involved the Mission Initiative 

Coordinator.  Jean Rumple made the motion to consider the proposal.  The motion was seconded.  Marvin Kleinau 

moved a substitute motion: 

 

The Mission Center president shall be authorized to publish the qualifications for a position known as Mission Initia-

tive Coordinator with the understanding that candidates would be interviewed but approval to hire would require a 

majority vote of the pastors after they have consulted with their congregations.  (If the position to hire a candidate is 

approved by the pastors, the contingency budget will go into effect). 

 

The motion was seconded.  Discussion followed.  Earl Smith moved the previous question, and it was seconded.  The 

conference then voted that by a 2/3 majority that they were ready to vote.  The motion was approved by 34-14 vote.   

 

Brother Keenan then assumed the chair to preside over the consideration of the Financial Report.  David Savage made 

the motion to approve the Financial Statement.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote.   

 

The conference then considered the 2013 Brush Creek Mission Center budget.  David Savage made the motion to ap-

prove the 2013 budget.  The motion was seconded and approved by vote. 

 

Sister Munter then assumed the chair and encouraged the conference to pray for their pastors and priesthood as they 

consider potential priesthood calls. 

 

Attention was then turned to the election of delegates to the 2013 World Conference.  Prior to the conference voting by 

ballot for each of the conferences, Sister Munter read the instruction for voting provided by the World Church.   

 

The conference first voted for delegates to the 2013 World Conference.  (A list of World Conference delegates can be 

found on another page.  The conference then voted for delegates to the 2013 USA National Conference.  (  A list of 

USA National Conference delegates can be found on another page. )  

 

Sister Munter announced that there would be training for the delegates to the National Conference on February 1-2, 

2013 at Salem at her house. 

 

Brother Keenan announced that to date the giving to the Brush Creek Bridge fund totaled $16,458. 

 

Mike Hodge made the motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded and approved by the conference.  The conference 

closed with the singing of HS #312 “Let Us Pray For One Another”.  Chris Ober offered the blessing for the Mission 

Center. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tammy Austin,   Conference Secretary 
 



We are 28 congregations in the Central and 
Southern areas of Illinois, plus Sikeston Missouri, 
that are part of a world-wide church known as 
Community of Christ.  Our mission is to pro-
claim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  
joy, hope, love and peace.  
 
We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 
Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 
Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-
ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  
The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 
bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        
 

Brush Creek Mission Center     September  2012 

Brush Creek   
Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  
jmunter@CofChrist.org 

 

 
 

e-Bridges Editor:   
Donna Savage  
618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Please share this       
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Congregation. 
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Brush Creek Mission Center 

BCMC 2012 –2013 Dates  

   

 

            
 

December 25 Tuesday  Christmas Day 

December  29—Jan 1  Yuletide 

January 1  Tuesday  New Years Day 

February 1-2  Fri-Sat  National Conf. Delegate Training Joan Munter 

April 13—18 Sat-Thurs  World Conference   

April 19—21 Fri-Sunday USA National Conference 

June 9—13   Sun-Thurs. Junior Camp  Emily Putbrese, John Bunnell 

June 15—21 Sat-Friday June Reunion  Joyce Keenan 

June 22—28 Sat-Friday Senior High Camp  Keith Rhine 

July 6—12 Sat-Friday Junior High Camp  Jacob Burkett 

July 20—26 Sat-Friday July Reunion  Glenn Webb 

July 20—27 Sat-Saturday SPECtacular  

TBA    BCMC Fall Conference   
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2012 YULETIDE REGISTRATION FORM 
Brush Creek USA Mission Center 

http://www.CofChrist-BrushCreek-MissionCenter.org/ 

 

Schedule/Registration for 2012-2013 Yuletide Youth Retreat 

 
YULETIDE STARTS AT WITH REGISTRATION 3:30 P.M. ON DECEMBER 30TH.  

AND ENDS AT 11 A.M. ON JANUARY 1
ST

. 

 
PLEASE MAIL THE FORM TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE YULETIDE CAMP 

Make Checks Payable to Brush Creek Campgrounds 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

    Payment: Sponsor = $              , Camper = $              , Check #:_____ / CASH Camp Attending: ___Yuletide_____________  

Camper's Name: 

Age:            Birth date:  Sex: Male/Female  

Grade: Phone Number: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip  

Email:  Have you previously attended a BCMC camp? 

Church/Congregation: 

Sponsoring Congregation (If applicable): 

Name of Parent/Legal Guardian or next of kin:  

Work 

Phone: 

 Home  Cell   

 
Person(s) allowed to pick up your child from camp: ____________________________________________________________  _ 
  
WHO TO CONTACT IN THE CASE OF AN EMERGENCY 

Name  Relationship  Phone  

Address  Cell Phone  

City  State  Zip  

 

MEDICAL HISTORY 

1. Allergies to foods, medications, etc. (if none, so state) _____________________________________________________ 

2. Is camper presently under a physician’s care for any acute or chronic     

    medical condition? (If so, please explain. (If none, so state))  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Does camper carry medications on person? (If none, so state) ________________________________________________ 

Medication(s):________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Yuletide Retreat   December 30, 2012 -January 1, 2013                  Registration Fee $30.00 

                                                              Sunday-Tuesday 

Grades: 8-12: 

Suggested Ages: 13-18   

Director – Stefanie Mack, 608 N. Main St. Flora, IL 62839 

                    Phone (618) 919-0457 – Email: mack.stefanie@gmail.com  

    

http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
mailto:mack.stefanie@gmail.com


Purpose: ____________________________________________________________________________________________  
4. Does camper require prescription medications? (If none, so state) ____________________________________________ 

Medication(s):_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Purpose: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Family Physician: _________________________________Phone: ____________________ Office: ________________  

    Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Health Insurance Co: _______________________________________________                     Phone: _______________ 

Policyholder's Name: ________________Address:______________________  
Group No.: ______________________________________   Policy No.: _____________________________ 

7. Has individual recently been exposed to a contagious disease? (If "yes,"  

describe. if "no," so state)______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Does this individual camper have any health problems, restrictions, or other personal concerns that the camp staff should know 

about for the camp? __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Medical Treatment Consent 
I, the undersigned, being the parent, legal next of kin, or guardian of ___________________________________________ 

hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, camp nurse).  I also guarantee 

payment of all charges incurred during this medial treatment. (Physician, hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.)  
 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent 

The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every effort is made to 

provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. 

 In consideration for being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for 

participation in this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my child-

participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree to hold harmless the 

aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of  Christ and the directors thereof from any and all liability, claims, or 

demands for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any nature whatsoever which may be 

incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while said child is participating in the above described trip or 

activity. 

I/We specifically consent to                                     _______________ (child’s name) participation in activities offered by 

the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I 

have deleted any items from the preceding list to which I do not give consent for participation. 

I/We certify that                                     _______________ (child’s name) has the necessary skills to participate in any of 

the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can swim). 

I/We specifically do not want                                   _______________ (child’s name) to participate in the following 

activities: (if none, please indicate) _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Photo & Video Release 

 In consideration of the right of the registrant to participate in this activity, I hereby give consent to and authorize the 

taking of photographs or video tape in which the registrant may appear. I hereby waive all right of privacy in and to any said 

pictures or video.  Please sign and date below for approval of the above statements of release and consent.  
Date: __________Parent or Guardian: _____________________________ 

 

Registration Instructions 
1. Please sign up in advance if possible, by mail or emailing the registration/consent form to the director of the camp, along with 

payment, a copy of insurance card, and any other relevant information. .  

2. If you have a congregation sponsoring your child, please notify the Pastor of your intent on attending youth camp.  

3. Fill out all of the fields to the best of your ability and attach any other relevant information to the form. 

4. Do not forget to fill out the consent form. 

5. Please attach a photocopy of your insurance card. 

6. Make checks payable to: Brush Creek Campgrounds, please include the registrant’s name(s) on the memo line of the check. 

7. Prepare for camp and check with the director for any other questions or important information. 



WELCOME TO THE 2012 BRUSH CREEK 

CAMPGROUNDS CAMPS 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

 

It is the desire of the Youth Camping Program for all campers to 

attend the entire camp. If you are unable to attend the 

majority of camp according to the start and end dates, you must 

make arrangements prior to the start of the camp with the 

director. 

 

VISITOR POLICY - Individuals, Parents, or Friends who are unable to register for camp, should not take 

the liberty to visit the camp unannounced.  If you want to make a visit, you must make prior arrangements with 

the director. 

 

WHAT TO BRING: Each camper should bring bedding materials, clothes, bath towels, shampoo, soap, and 

etc. to live at the campgrounds for the specified number of days of the camp.  All Campers should bring old 

clothing for certain activities.   We suggest that campers bring their scriptures, writing materials, and musical 

instruments suitable for worship activities (guitar, flute, etc), baseball glove, fishing equipment, camera with 

film, and others items if they want to participate in those activities.  All items should be identified with the 

camper’s name. 

 

ITEMS NOT PERMITTED: Cell phones, food, candy, snacks, radios, iPods, computers, or video games 

are not allowed at church camp.  They will be confiscated and given back at the end of the camp.  Meals, 

canteen, and water will be available at appropriate times. 

 

This is a Drug Free Environment.  Only prescribed medical prescriptions for the camper is allowed.  

Upon arrival, the medicine will be given to the camp nurse for proper administration. 

 

DRESS CODE: Wear modest clothing, keeping in mind the spiritual nature of the camp. Any kind of dress 

or grooming which presents a safety hazard to the individual or which tends to create a disturbance or disrupts 

the nature of the camp will not be allowed.  It is required that all campers wear footwear everywhere on the 

grounds.  The following clothing choices are considered unacceptable and campers may be asked to change 

clothing if deemed inappropriate: 

 Clothing promoting consumption of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs 

 Clothing that explicitly or implicitly promotes racism, sexism or hatred of any group or person 

 Wearing sports bras without cover-ups or wearing 3/4 length or cutoff t-shirts 

 All tops must have straps on both shoulders and should be waist-length 

 Bikinis or brief "Speedo" type swimming suits. Swim Suit Policy - Please bring modest swimming attire 

consistent with a church sponsored activity.  Ladies are asked to wear a modest one-piece bathing suit or 

if you do not have such a bathing suit a T-Shirt must be worn over your bathing suit. 

 Clothing that promotes winning at all costs (e.g. "Second place is 

another name for first loser"). 

 

VALUABLES - Valuables such as jewelry, any type of electronics, and 

large amounts of money, etc. should not be brought to camp. Campers accept 

all responsibility or the damage or loss of their own possessions. 
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