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Brush Creek Mission Center  

e-Bridges 

Recorded in John 14:6 are these words:  “I am the 

Way, the Truth and the Life: no man cometh unto the 

Father, but by me.” 

As I thought about the thrust for the Mission Center this year, those words 

spoke clearly to me.  Jesus is the Way and we must become people of the 

Way in order to accomplish the mission that has been set before us.   We 

must become People of Jesus.   

Becoming People of Jesus requires that we know Him. We know Him by gathering around Him. By 

spending time with Him we learn His way and we learn to serve! 

 

Have you ever noticed that you and the people you spend time with each day always have something 

to talk about?  My high school years are a perfect example. 

 

My classmates and I could talk endlessly.  Then, after years apart, we came together again for a class 

reunion.  After the questions about what we were doing these days, were we married, how many chil-

dren did we have, etc., we had nothing left to say.  We had been apart too long.   

 

Can you imagine what would happen 

in our Mission Center if each one of 

us spent time each day gathered 

around Jesus?  Think how well we 

would know Him.  Think of the confi-

dence we would gain because of that 

knowledge.  Think how much more 

aware we would be of needs around 

us AND of what to do to meet those 

needs. 

We would learn so much about 

the Way – and then – we would 

become  

People of the Way.  People of Jesus.  Will you gather with me around Jesus this year?  

Blessings; Joan    

 

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

 Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@cofchrist.org 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-842-3464  

 donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your 

Congregation. 

 

We proclaim Jesus 
Christ and promote 
communities of joy, 

hope, love and peace. 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com


The 2012 Mission Center Directories – Becoming People of the Way – have been sent to all of the con-

gregations.  PLEASE use them. 

 

Do you want to know an address or phone number of a pastor or other leader?  Do you want to contact someone in the mission 

center by email?  Do you want to know how to get to another congregation in the mission center? 

Do you want to know how far it is from one congregation to another?  Do you want to know the priesthood members from a cer-

tain congregation?  Do you want to know the names of the Evangelists in the mission center?  Do you want to see the calendar of 

activities for the mission center? 

 

Answers to these questions and many more are at your fingertips, thanks to Brad Bryant’s willingness to compile all of this informa-

tion for us.  What an amazing resource this is and what an amazing resource Brad is for our mission center.   
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Faithful Christian  

Women’s Day Event            
 

Dear Fellow Christians, 

 

       The Community of Christ Church in Fairfield is offering a 

Faithful Christian Women’s Day on March 10, 2012.  The la-

dies of the Mission Circle at the Community of Christ Church 

have worked this year on different community projects.  We 

have felt this Women’s Day is something that is needed and 

wanted to offer it to the Fairfield Community. 

 

       We are hoping to have a good turnout for the day and it 

would be helpful if you would contact me with the approxi-

mate number that will be attending.  The ladies of the church 

will be providing the lunch and want to be sure to have enough 

food. 

 

       I have listed my name, e-mail, and phone number on the 

enclosed flyer so please feel free to contact me if you have 

questions or to provide the approximate number attending.  

We are looking forward to sharing with all of you. 

                                                    Your friend in Christ 

                                                    Karen Zimmerman 

                                                    Ladies Mission Circle 

Contact:  Karen Zimmerman  

 R # 3 Box 594 Fairfield, 618-842-2266 

 zimm4@fairfieldwireless.net 

2012 Mission Center Directories 

2012 WINTER REUNION  

“What Matters Most” 
 

7PM Wednesday March 28th to 11AM Saturday March 31st 

Guest Ministry:  

Field Missionary Coordinator, Larry McGuire 

Director of Historic Sites, Barbara Walden 

 

YOU MUST REGISTER!  AND DO IT SOON!! 

Registration Fees: $40 per person.  

 

This will go towards the cost of housing at the campground 

along with the meals served.  An offering will be taken on Sat-

urday to help with the overall expenses. 

 

Be sure to bring your own bedding for single size bunks 

(sheets, blankets, Pillow,), towels, slippers, toiletries, etc.  And 

bring your scriptures. 

 

Mail Registration (along with a check payable to Community of 

Christ) to:  John Kuppart, 1324 Dorris Heights Road, Harris-

burg, IL 62946 

 

You may also register via email at: mkuppart@frontier.com 

and pay your fee upon arrival at the campground.) 

 
Reunion Director:  Richard Switzer,  

 rcswitzer@mchsi.com, 618-942-5258 
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Community of Christ Sings 

President Steve Veazey will share testimony about the increasingly successful implementation of the mission initiatives. He will 

also share about the vision for church life and mission presented in Doctrine and Covenants 164 and what it truly means to be 

community through which Jesus Christ continues his mission in the world today. He will also share some personal perspective 

with nations preparing for national conferences in 2012 and 2013. 

Presidents David Schaal and Becky Savage will also share ―good news.‖ Highlights will include the Young Adult Vision Project, 

church growth through membership confirmations, launch of the Leaders of Congregations in Mission project, and unveiling the 

―look‖ of the hymnal that will launch in 2013. Be part of ―Hearing Good News……….  Being Good News!‖  The event will take 

place at the Temple and at www.CofChrist.org.    

Get ready for an exciting new hymnal! 
 

The Peace Colloquy, to be held October 18 – 20, 2013, has been chosen as the time and place to launch the new Community of 

Christ hymnal.  Over 600 hymns will be included in this new resource.   

 

The Joyful Noise Workshop held this month at the Temple in Independence, MO, was an incredible experience.  Over 300 atten-

dees spent an entire day hearing the stories of many of the hymns, learning about the origins of hymns from other cultures, and 

singing and singing and singing together. Great hymns! 

 

The hymnals will cost less than $25 each, but if they are ordered and paid for in advance, there will be a 15% discount.  Pre-orders 

will be accepted beginning this fall (2012) going into the spring of 2013.   Even more can be saved by picking up orders in Independ-

ence, to save postage costs. 

 

To purchase auxiliary products (recorded accompaniment tracks for each song, stay opened keyboard edition, and other resources) 

budget between $100 and $200. 

 

Congregations are encouraged to purchase an annual license from OneLicense.net which will give them the ability to make copies 

and/or electronically project the material in the 2013 hymnal.  Also available are licenses from CCLI, but they will not cover as many 

of the selections.  The annual fees for these licenses are based on the number of people attending the congregation on Sunday 

morning. 

 

Watch for the article by Lauren Hall, Hymnal Project manager, which will be in the March, 2012, edition of the Herald.  

Presidency’s Address to the Church 

Live Webcast, Sunday, April 15 

 

Join in ―Hearing Good News…Being Good News!‖ the Presidency’s 

Sunday, April 15 address to the worldwide church at 6:00 p.m. (CDT) 

during an inspirational worship at the Temple in Independence, Mis-

souri. The event will be webcast live in English, French, and Spanish.  



 

Fairfield’s Mission Circle  
 
The Ladies Mission Circle of the Fairfield Branch has been working on various community projects for this year. We made lap robes 

before Christmas and they were delivered to the Skill Care Unit of our hospital.   We met on January 10, and sorted the items the 

people had brought in for the area schools.  Several churches give out items to start the school year but as all teachers know those 

are gone by Christmas.  We decided that our donation would be made in January to help out the students and teachers.  Karen Zim-

merman delivered bags to five area school and each school received two bags loaded with crayons, pen, pencils, notepaper, notebooks, 

etc.   We have already received thank you notes from some of the schools, we hope in this way to help make the community aware of 

our church.  The ladies will be meeting again on January 24 to sort items we will be sending to our church’s college students.  We 

decided that after being home at Christmas and then going back they need to know that they are missed and thought of by their 

church families.   This is also a great way for our college students to share with their friends about our church and the closeness we all 

feel.     
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Rethink Possible 
Share your personal and congregational ―success‖ stories 

with your BCMC family.    Consider ways that your con-

gregation Invites People to Christ.  Maybe there are things 

you are doing to share in community like the Fairfield  

branch.  How has your congregation experienced congre-

gation in Mission?    Christ’s mission is our mission.   

Rethink Possible—and share your story.     

The Power of One The Mt. Vernon Community of Christ is pleased and grateful for the 

    return of one of its own, Megan Pierce. 

  

When Megan graduated from high school, she made plans to attend Graceland College.  We were all proud to support her in her 

choice.  Little did we know what a void it would make in our congregation.  In her unassuming and quiet way she was willing to take 

on responsibilities that we were unaware of.  Today, she is home bringing that quiet presence to our attention. 

 

On Tuesday nights from 6:00 to 8:00, she has invited the neighboring children, ages five to twelve, and their friends to an evening of 

snacks, crafts, games, movies, campfire songs and children’s scripture studies.  She is introducing them to camps, VBS and retreats that 

will be available during the year.  The evening is providing a safe environment in which to learn to develop healthy relationships with 

each other as well as an opportunity to introduce them to God and our church family.  Megan’s interacting with the children is a testi-

mony of her courage,  God’s love in her life, and her desire to help bring about the kingdom. 

 

Her willingness to reach out to the community is an inspiration to those of us who have wondered what will happen to our congrega-

tion in the future.  She is that spark that can ignite the fire to witness and serve.   

  

Each week someone from the congregation comes to be there to help and to clean up after the evening events.  That feeling of joy at 

her accomplishments gives new life to a very sleepy congregation.  Her ministry to these children is inspiring.   

 

We are realizing it is never too late!!     Submitted by Mt. Vernon, IL, congregation 



 

Pastors and leaders FIELD GUIDE 

Community of Christ has launched a new Website Resource 

for Pastors and Leaders 

The primary purpose of this field guide is to help pastors and 

congregational leaders ―live into‖ shared practices of Chris-

tian discipleship that create a congregational culture shaped 

by the mission of Jesus Christ.  

The secondary purpose of this field guide is to help pastors 

and congregational leaders carry out the basic elements of 

organization and administration required for a well-

functioning congregation.  

To help congregations engage in mission, this field guide is 

designed to be practical. Each article focuses on a specific 

topic and includes foundational concepts, important ques-

tions for leaders to consider, and specific suggestions and 

practices for implementation.  

Check out the FIELD Guide and see it if could be useful in 

your congregation. 

http://www.cofchrist.org/leaders/default.asp 
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Do you recognize these faces? 

  This is a group shot of pastors from 1977.   

First row:  Oscar Dean, Bill Knapp, Gordon Lambert,  

Glenn Summers, Gilbert Wilson, and George Wolfe 

Back row:  Harley Throgmorton, Jack Storment, Olen Henson, Russell Blackford, Ed 

Morris, Larry Woodrow, and Paul Lockart.  Absent were Glenn Webb and Bob Lewis. 

 

Registered YOUTH WORKER training 

at Georgetown 

The Georgetown Congregation will offer the 

Child protection material that will meet the 

World Church requests for updating  our child 

protection registration requirement for youth 

workers.   

The class will be held on Saturday, March 3rd,  

9:00 AM.  

The church address is  

201 East Oak Street.    

Georgetown   

Call Ernie or Jean Rumple at    

 217-662-6431 if you have questions. 

http://www.cofchrist.org/leaders/default.asp
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Register now for  

Brush Creek Reunion 2012  
 

The Summer camping season is right 

around the corner.  Make plans now to 

attend  Brush Creek camps and 

reunions.  Dates are listed  in this 

newsletter.  

 Reunion early registration forms are 

also included with this newsletter.    

 

Brush Creek Campground Usage /Availability  

2012 SCHEDULE  
 

This is a schedule for the Brush Creek Campgrounds used by Community of Christ 

and other organizations.  The schedule also lists campground availability for 2012.  
To learn more about renting the campgrounds contact a Brush Creek Campgrounds 

Board member.    

 
March 23 – 25 Fri—Sun  Campground Available 

March 28 – 31 Wed - Sat Winter Reunion     

April 7 – 20   Campground Available 

May 5 – 17   Campground Available 

May 18 – 20 Fri- Sunday Young Adult Work Weekend  

May 21 – 25 Mon—Fri  Campground Available 

May 26 – June 1 Sat—Fri  Campground Available 

June 2 – 8 Sat—Fri  Campground Available 

June 10 – 14 Sun - Thurs Junior Camp    

June 16 – 22 Sat - Fri  June Reunion    

June 23 – 29 Sat - Fri  Senior High Camp    

June 30 – July 6 Sat - Fri  Campground Available 

July 7 -13  Sat – Fri  Junior High Camp    

July 14 – 20 Sat – Fri  Cumberland Presbyterian Church Camp 

July 21 – 27 Sat – Fri  July Reunion  

July 28—Aug 4 Sat—Sat  Cumberland Presbyterian Church  

August 5 – 10 Sun – Fri  Buck Grove Community Church Camp 

August 11 – 17 Sat – Fri  Campground Available  

August 18 – 23 Sat – Thurs Campground Available 

August 24 – 26 Fri – Sun  Ryder Family Reunion 

August 27 – 31 Mon – Fri  Campground Available 

September 1 – 6 Sat – Thurs Campground Available 

September 7 – 10 Fri – Sun  Church of Nazarene 

Sept 15 – Oct 26   Campground Available 
   NOTHING can separate 

us from God’s love.   

 
That’s the theme for SPEC 2012 
July 20—28th  Graceland College 

 
SPEC is open to all High School stu-

dents who have completed 10th, 11th 

and 12th grades.   

 

For more information contact  

Donna Savage at 

donnagreensavage@yahoo.com 

A Journey of FAITH    
The next World Conference will be held April 13–18, 2013. The 

USA National Conference will be held April 19–21, 2013. Both 

events will be held in Independence, Missouri. 

 



We are 28 congregations in the Central and 

Southern areas of Illinois, plus Sikeston Missouri, 

that are part of a world-wide church known as 

Community of Christ.  Our mission is to pro-

claim Jesus Christ and promote communities of  

joy, hope, love and peace.  

 

We share a sacred campground known as Brush Creek located near Xenia, Illinois in 

Wayne county.   The Brush Creek Saints organized in 1842.  The Brush Creek White 

Church was built in 1872.  Family camp activities called Reunion began in 1894.  The camp-

ground now hosts a June and July week-long Reunion in addition to several youth camps.  

The campground is also used for retreats and gatherings throughout the year.  The lake, the 

bridge, the cabins and the peaceful surroundings are holy ground.        

 

Brush Creek Mission Center      February 2012 

Brush Creek   

Mission Center President:   

  Joan Munter 

618-548-4815  

jmunter@cofchrist.org 

 

 

 

e-Bridges Editor:   

Donna Savage  

618-842-3464  

 donnagreensav-

age@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Please share this       

     e-bulletin with your  

Congregation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 http://www.cofchrist.org/ 

 

 http://www.cofchrist-

brushcreek-

missioncenter.org/ 

 

 http://

www.bccampgrounds.org 

Brush Creek Mission Center 

March 10  Saturday  Faithful Women’s Day at Fairfield 

March 28 – 31 Wed - Sat Winter Reunion    Richard Switzer 

April 6  Friday  Anniversary  1830 organization / 1860 reorganization 

April 8  Sunday  Easter 

April 15  Sunday  First Presidency's Address to the Church 

May 13  Sunday  Mother’s Day 

May 18 – 20 Fri- Sunday Young Adult Work Weekend Mike Hodge 

May 28  Monday  Memorial Day 

June 10 – 14 Sun - Thurs Junior Camp   Emily Putbrese 

June 16 – 22 Sat - Fri  June Reunion   Joyce Keenan 

June 17  Sunday  Father’s Day 

June 23 – 29 Sat - Fri  Senior High Camp   Keith Rhine 

July 4  Wednesday Independence Day 

July 7 -13  Sat – Fri  Junior High Camp   Jacob Burkett 

July 21 – 27 Sat – Fri  July Reunion   Glenn Webb 

July 21 – 28  Sat – Sat  Spectacular at Graceland College  

 

BCMC 2012 Dates  

 

“The mission of Jesus Christ is what matters most for the journey ahead.” 

Doctrine and Covenants 164:9 

mailto:jetcheson@cofchrist.org
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
mailto:donnagreensavage@yahoo.com
http://www.cofchrist.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.cofchrist-brushcreek-missioncenter.org/
http://www.bccampgrounds.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1
http://www.bccampgrounds.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=frontpage&Itemid=1


Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for JUNE  Reunion to: 
Donna Bryant 1103 Bull Street    Normal IL  61761 309-826-3486  djonette55@hotmail.com 
Mail paper registration form and check to “Community of Christ” for JULY Reunion to: 
John & Marsha Kuppart 1324 Dorris Hts Rd  Harrisburg IL 62946 618-252-3245 mkuppart@frontier.com 
 

2012 Brush Creek Reunion Registration & Lodging Request Form 
Please Mark Which Reunion You Are Attending (check one only –complete 1 form for each event) 

 June 16-22:  Joyce Keenan, Director  July 21-27:  Glenn Webb, Director 

Family Name _________________________________________ Home Congregation: ___________________ 

Home Address _____________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________ Today’s Date: _________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________  Phone # (_______)________-____________ 

WE PLAN TO STAY:   All Week OR Only these nights: Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

LOCATIONS:  Please rank the following locations in order of choice (1 = First Choice, 2 = Second Choice, etc.)   
Only rank those locations you would be willing to stay in for reunion. 

 Lodge Room  Campground “Motel” Unit   Personal Camper/RV (need hookups? ____)  

 Cabin   the Cabin I maintain #____   Other (Specify) _______________________ 

 I will attend Reunion, but do not need accommodations 

VERY IMPORTANT:  List ALL People Attending or Staying in the above Room or Space.   
Registration fee applies to all, whether staying overnight or commuting to/from Brush Creek campground. 
All Campers under 18 MUST be accompanied by, and lodge with, an adult who will be responsible for them. 
Name PH Office Age  

(at camp) 
Next 

Grade 
Reg Fee 
($25 ea) 

Youth 
Worker?

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

Early Payment Discount:  Deduct $10 per person if your PAYMENT is postmarked  
by the 1st day of Reunion  month (June 1 or July 1) 

-$  

TOTAL Registration Fee Due      

Utility Fee:  A $35 per unit fee will be collected when you check in at camp, to offset the Air Conditioning costs 
SPECIAL NEEDS: Please indicate any Special Needs for housing or meals at Reunion that we should know about 
(e.g. physical handicap, dietary, etc).  Every effort to accommodate these needs will be made when making assignments. 
 
 

Comments/Questions?  

 

Please complete PAGE 2 of this form too! 



Revised: February 19, 2012 

During Reunion, I would like information about:  Evangelist Blessings  Baptism  Confirmation 
  Marriage   Joining the church  Learning about the church  Having my children blessed  

 Other _____________________________________________________________________________ 

In order to protect the health and safety of all campers, please print, complete and submit one copy of this 
page, for EACH family sending children to Reunion with you.  Note the importance of having their 
parents/guardians sign the form, in all 3 spots!   

Child’s Family Last Name: _____________________________________ 

Medical Treatment Consent  
I, the undersigned, being the parent, next of kin, or legal guardian of the child (or the children) listed on 
page 1, hereby authorize any necessary medical treatment for this person (Physician, EMT, hospital, 
camp nurse). I also guarantee payment of all charges incurred during this medical treatment (Physician, 
hospital, x-ray, lab, drugs, ambulance, etc.), and authorize release as necessary of HIPAA Protected 
Health Information.  
Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 
What allergies or other medical conditions should we be aware of? 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please attach a photo copy of your family Insurance Card with this Registration Form 

Liability Release and Activity Participation Consent  
The undersigned parent, legal guardian, next of kin, or participant acknowledges that even though every 
effort is made to provide a safe, accident-free environment, incidents may occur. In consideration for 
being accepted by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center of the Community of Christ, for participation in 
this event, we (I) being 21 years of age or older, do for ourselves (myself) (and for and on behalf of my 
child-participant, if said child is not 21 years of age or older) hereby release, forever discharge and agree 
to hold harmless the aforementioned Mission Center and the Community of Christ and its agents, 
officers, directors and employees from any and all liability, claims, or demands based upon ordinary 
negligence for personal injury, sickness, or death, as well as property damage and expenses of any 
nature whatsoever which may be incurred by the undersigned and the child-participant that occur while 
said child is participating in the above described trip or activity.  

I/We specifically consent to ____________________________ [child(ren)’s name] participation in 
activities offered by the Brush Creek USA Mission Center, including but not limited to camping, 
boating, swimming, hiking, and sporting events. I have deleted any items from the preceding list to 
which I do not give consent for participation.  

I/We certify that ________________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] has the 
necessary skills to participate in any of the approved activities (e.g. if boating is approved, the child can 
swim).  

I/We specifically do NOT want ____________________________________ [child(ren)’s name] to 
participate in the following activities: (if none, please indicate) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Applicant/Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________________ Date________ 

Photo & Video Release 
By attending and participating in a Brush Creek Mission Center Reunion event, I understand and agree 
with the Photo & Video Release statement published here:  http://bit.ly/BCPhoto   
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